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Man is said to have appeared on the Earth (first
in Africa) in early Pleistocene with true ox, true ele-
phant and true horse. Bori in Maharashtra gives the
earliest evidence of man in India, in the middle Pleis-
tocene period.

In the Stone Age is divided into three broad divisions.

• Paleolithic Age (Early Stone Age) upto 8000BC.

• Mesolithic Age (Middle Stone Age) 8000-
6000BC.

• Neolithic Age (New Stone Age) 6000-1000BC.

PALEOLITHIC AGE

• The Paleolithic sites are spread in practically all
parts of India except the alluvial plains of Indus
and Ganga.

• The people of this age were food gathering peo-
ple who lived on hunting and gathering wild fruits
and vegetables.

• Man during this period used tools of unpolished,
undressed rough stones and lived in a cave and
rock shelters. They had no knowledge of agricul-
ture, pottery of any material.

• Homosapiens first appeared in last of this phase.

• It has been pointed out that Paleolithic men be-
longed to the Negrito Race.

• They mainly used hard axe, cleavers, choppers,
blades, scrappers and burin. Their tools were made
of hard rock called “Quartzite” hence Paleolithic
men are also called “quartzite Men”.

• The Paleolithic Age in India has been divided into
three phases according to nature of stone tools
used by the people and also according to the na-
ture of change in the climate

• Early or lower Paleolithic

• Middle Paleolithic

• Upper Paleolithic

• Early Paleolithic Age covers the greater part of
the ice age, its characterstics tools are hard axes,
cleavers and choppers, such tools have been found
in soon and Sohan river valley and in Belan val-
ley in the Mirzapur district of UP.

• Middle Paleolithic Phase is characterized by use
of stone tools made of flakes mainly scrapers,
borers and blade like tools. The sites are found in

1. STONE AGE

the valley of soan, Narmada and Tugabhadra riv-
ers.

• In the upper Paleolithic Phase, the climate be-
came warm and less humid. This stage is marked
by burins and scrapers. Such tools have been
found in AP, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Bhopal and
Chhota Nagpur Plateau.

MESOLITHIC ERA

• In this age, climate changes brought about changes
in fauna and flora and made it possible for human
beings to move to new areas.

• The people lived on hunting, fishing and food
gathering; at a later stage they also domesticated
animals.

• The characteristics tools of the Mesolithic Age
are known as Microliths – pointed, cresonic
blades, scrapers etc., all made of stone.

• The last phase of this age saw the beginning of
plane cultivation.

• Various Mesolithic sites are found in the
Chhotanagpur region. Central India and also south
of the Krishna River.

• In the Belan valley of Vindhyas, all the three phas-
es of the Paleolithic followed by the Mesolithic
and them by the Neolithic have been found in se-
quence. Similar is the case with the middle part
of the Narmada.

NEOLITHIC ERA

• During this phase people were again depending
on stone implements. But now they use stone other
than quartzite for making tools, which were more
lethal, more finished and more polished.

• Neolithic men cultivated land and grew fruits and
corn like ragi and horse gram. They domesticated
cattle, sheep and goat.

• They knew about making fire and making pot-
tery, first by hand and then by potter’s wheel. They
also painted and decorated their pottery.

• They lived in caves and decorated their walls with
hunting scenes and dancing. They also knew the
art of making boats. They could also weave cot-
ton and wool to make cloth.

• In later phase of Neolithic phase people led a more
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settled life and lived in circular and rectangular
houses made of mud and reed.

• Important sites of this age are Burzahom and
Gulkral in J&K, Maski, Brahmagiri, Tekkalokota
in Karnataka, Paiyampatti in Tamilnadu, Piklihal
and Hallur in AP, Garo hills in Meghalaya,
Chirand and Senuwar in Bihar, Amri, Kotdihjji
etc.

CHALCOLITHIC AGE

• In this period copper was used at first time.

• This period also called stone copper phase be-
cause stone and copper both were used.

• They used different type of pottery of which Black
and Red pottery was most popular. It was wheel
made and painted by white line design.

• These people were not acquainted with burnt
bricks. They generally lived in thatched houses.
It was a village economy.

• They venerated the mother goddess and worshiped
the bull.

• Important sited of this phase are spread in
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Bihar, MP
etc.

SOME FACTS ABOUT STONE AGE

Kashmir only site where Microlith is completely
absent.

• Burzahom-Domestic dogs were buried with their
masters in their graves.

• Gilund: - Stone blade industry was discovered.

• Copper was first metal used by man.

• Older evidence from Soan valley (earliest and
oldest).

• Alexander Cunningham visited Harappa twice
1853 and 1856 and recorded the existence of se-
ries of mounds. He is father of Archeology.

• Earliest site from where wheat evidence came it
is Mahergarh site (Now in Pakistan-Afghanistan
border)

• Earliest rice evidence from Allahabad.

• Pallavram (Madras) earliest of early man tools.

• Dead Body in North-south position ->
Maharashtra.

• Dead Body in East-west position -> South India.

• Comple extended burial -> west India.

• Fractional burial -> East India.
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• Many cultures came together that makes Indus
valley civilization.

• In 1921, Harappa discovered by R.B. Dayaram.

• In 1922, Mohenjo-Daro discovered by R.D.
Banerjee.

• Harappa civilization forms part of Proto history
of India and belongs to the Bronze Age.

• Copper, bronze, silver, gold were known but not
iron.

• Indus valley civilization also called Harappa civ-
ilization and Bronze Age civilization.

• Duration of Indus civilization.

Beginning - 2750 BC

Mature - 2550 BC

Decline - 1750 BC

• Most of the sites have been found at the Hakra-
Ghaggar River.

• Indus civilization script was pictographic.

• Mediterranean, Proto-Australoid, Mongoloids and
Alpines formed the bulk of the population, though
the first two were more numerous.

• Mohenjo-Daro means Mound of the Dead.

GEOGRAPHICAL EXTENT

• Covered part of Punjab, Sindh, Baluchistan,
Gujarat, Rajasthan and some part of western UP.

• Maximum site is confined to river Saraswati
(Ghaggar, Hakra).

• Area of Indus valley seems as Triangle.

• Area of Indus valley 12,9960 sq.km.

EXTENT OF INDUS CIVILIZATION

• The settlements of sutkagendor on the Makren
coast (Pak-Iran Border) represented western
Boundaries.

• Alamgirpur in UP-Eastern Boundary.

• Manda in Jammu of Daimabad in Maharashtra is
the southern frontier of Harappan civilization.

• Recent excavation in Rajasthan has revealed a
4000 year old village settlement of Chalcolithic
age at Balathal, near Udaipur.

North : Manda (J&k) near Chenab River

West :  Sutkangendor (Baluchistan) Pakistan
Daskk River

East :  Alamgirpur (western UP) river Hindan

Soutth :  Daimabad (Maharashtra) Pravara River

TOWN PLANNING AND STRUCTURE

• Town planning was not uniform. Common fea-
ture was grid system.

• Towns were divided into two part upper part or
citadel and lower part.

• The fortifield citadel on the western side housed
public buildings and members of ruling class.

• Below the citadel on the eastern side lay the low-
er town inhabited by the common people.

• Elaborate town planning. It followed the Grid
system. Roads were well cut, dividing the town
into large rectangular or square blocks. Lamp
posts at intervals indicate the existence of street
lightning. Used burnt bricks of good quality as
the building material. Elsewhere in the contem-
porary world, mud-bricks were used

• Houses followed the grid system. Road made 900
angle to each other. Burnt bricks in the ratio of
4:2:1.

• Indus valley people famous for good drainage
system and also for methods of upper and lower
town.

• Drain were made of morter, lime and gypsum and
covered with large bricks slabs for easy cleaning.
In drains, they made soak pit for deposition of
garbage.

• In Mohenjo-Daro largest building is granary and
in citadel of Harappa, we find as many as six gra-
naries.

• Playground was also found.

Excavations and Excavators

Chanhudaro On Indus
1931 M.G. Mazumdar

Sutkagendor On Dasak
1927 Sir Aurel stein

Kot Diji On Indus
1955 Fazl Ahmed khan

Ropar On Sutlej
1953 Y.D. sharma

Banawali On Saraswati
1973 R.S. Bhisht

2. INDUS CIVILIZATION
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Lothal On Bhogwa
1954 S.R. Rao

Rangpur On Mahar
1931-53 M.S. Vats, B.B. Lal, S.R.
Rao

Amri On Indus
1929 M.G. Mazumdar

Kalibangan On Ghaggar
1961 B.B. Lal

Surkotada
1964 J. Joshi

Alamgirpur On Hindan
1958 Y. D. Sharma

RELIGIOUS LIFE OF HARAPPAN

CIVILIZATION

• They worshipped Mother Goddess but in lower
class and in upper class, worshipped Pashupati
Shiva.

They worshipped trees and animal.

• Snake

• Bull (humped) (found mostly)

• Dove

• Peepal

• Unicorn (Most sacred Animal)

• They were also worshipped Phallus (Ling puja)

• They worshipped proto type of Shiva

(Found seal from Mohenjo-Daro)

• They also worshipped water, Sapatrishi, Angels
etc.

• They believed in charms and spells, found amu-
lets in excavation.

• Yoga practice also done by them.

• At kalibangan and lothal fire altars have been
found.

TRADE, TECHNOLOGY, ART AND CRAFT
AND SEALS

• They used bronze (copper : Tin , 9:1)

• They bring copper from khetri in Rajasthan, Tin
from Afghanistan, Iron (Badaksha).

• They framed seals  from steatite. These seals used
as stamps not money.

• Maximum no. of seals are square in shape. This
is pictographic in language. They used these seals
as “Emblem”. Seals are also in shape of triangle

and rectangular.

• They didn’t use metal money. Probably, they trad-
ed through barter system.

• They established trading relationship with
Mesopotamia, we know that this through Greek
source.

AGRICULTURE

• They produced wheat and barley.

• They practiced agriculture. Evidence received
from kalibangan. Probably they used wooden fur-
row. Ploughed field found in Kalibangan.

• Indus people were the first people who produced
cotton because cotton was first produced in this
area by Greeks called SINDOM.

DECLINE OF INDUS VALLEY (1750 BC)

• Harappan culture lasted for around 1000yrs.

• Aryan Invasion but it’s a myth.

• Earthquakes was cause of Indus valley and (Best
cause)

• Recurrent floods

IMPORTANT HARAPPAN SITES

Mohenjo-Daro

Great Bath (most imp. public place of the city). A
large granary (the largest building of Mohenjo-
Daro),Bronze dancing girl, a bearded man, a seal
with a picture suggesting Pashupati Mahadev, a
piece woven cotton along with spindle whorls and
needles, a college, multi-pillared assembly hall.

HarapPa

• Two rows of six granaries with brick platform,
12 granaries together had the same areas as great
granary at Mohenjo-Daro.

• Evidence of coffin burial and cemetery “H” cul-
ture.

• A red sandstorm male torso

• Stone symbols of female genitals.

• Idol of Natraj

Kalibangan

• Ploughed field

• 7 fire alters

Lothal

• An artificial dockyard.

• Evidence of hose from doubtful terracotta figu-
rine.

• Fire alters
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• It is known as Manchester of Harappan civiliza-
tion for its cotton trade.

Ropar

• First site to be excavated after independent.

• Evidence of burying a dog with the human buri-
als in very intensely.

Chanhudaro

• Ikkas of Bronze

• Imprint of dog’s paw on a brick.

• Footprints of dog and cat.

Surkotda

• Both citadel and lower town were fortified with
stone wall.

• It provides the first actual remains of horse bones.

Dholavira

• Giant Reservoirs

• 10-alphabet sign board

• Megalith burial

• Evidences of irrigation, dams and embankments.

Suktagendor

• It was originally a sea port which later cut off
from the sea due to coastal uplift.

Amri

• Pre-Harappan settlement that gives the impres-
sion of existence of transitional cultural between
Pre and Post Harappan culture.

Daimabad

• Bronze images of Charioteer with chariot, ox, el-
ephant and rhinoceros are excavated from here.

Kot Diji

• It was Pre-Harappan fortified settlement with larg-
est number of stone implements and stone arrow
heads.
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• The Vedic texts may be divided into two broad
chronological strata - The early Vedic (1500-1000
BC) when most of the hymns of the Rig-Veda were
composed, and the Later Vedic (1000-600 BC)
when the remaining these Vedas and their branch-
es were composed.

THE ARYANS

• The word “Aryan” literally means of “high birth”,
but generally refers to language, though some use
it as race.

• Many historians have given various theories re-
garding the original place of the Aryans. Howev-
er, the Central Asian theory given by Max Muller
is most accepted one. It states that the Aryans were
semi-nomadic pastoral group around the Caspian
Sea in central Asia.

• Entered India probably through the Khyber Pass
(in Hindukush Mountain) around 1500 BC.

• The holy book of Iran “Zend Auesta” indicates
entry of Aryans to India via Iran.

EARLY VEDIC AGE (1500-1000)

• The early Aryans settled in the Eastern Afghani-
stan modern Pakistan, Punjab and parts of west-
ern UP. The whole region in which the Aryans
first settled in India is called the “land of seven
Rivers or Sapta Sindhava” (The Indus and its five
tributaries and the Saraswati).

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

• The Aryans came in conflict with Dasas and
Dasyus.

• The Rig-Veda mentions the defeat of sambara
(dasyus) by a chief called Divodasa of Bharata
clan (Dasas).

• The tribal chief called Rajan was the center of
administrative machinery. The king position was
hereditary.

• Rajan was protection of tribe and cattle and not
the ruler of any specific territory.

• Several tribal assemblies called Vidhata, Sabha,
Samiti and Gana are mentioned in Rig-Veda.
Women attended Vidhata and Sabha.

• Important officers:  Purohita, sevnai, Kulpati
(head of family), Vishpati, Brajpati, Grahini,
Sparsa (Spy), Duffac (Messenger).

• There was no regular revenue system and the king-
dom was maintained by the voluntary tribute
(Bali) of his subjects and the booty won in bottle.

• The term varua was used for color, the Aryans
being fair, the dosas dark.

ECONOMY

• Aryans followed a mixed economy – pastoral and
agricultural – in which cattle played a predomi-
nant part.

• Most of their wars were fought for cow (most
important form of wealth). Cattle were in fact a
sort of currency, and values were reckoned in
heads of cattles (man’s life was equivalent to that
of 100 cows), but they were not held sacred at
this time. The horse was almost as important as
the cow.

• Standard unit of exchange was cow. At the same
time coins were also their (gold coins like Nishka,
Krishal and Satwana). Gavyuti was used as a
measure of distance and Goghuli as a measure of
time.

• Lived in fortified with settlements.

• Physicians were there called ‘Bhishakas’.

• The staple crop was ‘yava’, which meant barley.

RELIGION

• The Aryans personified the natural forces and
looked upon them as living beings.

• The most important divinity was Indra who played
the role of warload (breaker of forts Purandar, also
associated wife, stoins and thunder.)

• The second position was held by Agni (fire-god).
He considered as an intermediary between gods
and men.

• Varuna occupied the third position he personified
water and was supposed to uphold the natural the
natural order (Rita). He was ethically the highest
of all Rig-Vedic gods.

• Soma was considered to the God of plants. Maruti
personified the storms. Some female deifies are
also mentioned, like Aditi and Usha, who repre-
sented the appearance of down.

• Didn’t believe in enacting temples or idol wor-
ship. Worshipped in open air through yajnas.

3. VEDIC AGE
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Other Vedic Gods

Diti Mother of Daityas, who were
native tribes opposed to Vedic
religion.

Aranyani Goddess of forests and wild crea-
ture.

Lia Mother of the cattle herds.

Asuniti Personification of the world of
spirits.

Pushan Protector of cattle, also the god
of marriages.

Aditi Goddess of eternity.

Savitri Stimulator or god of liguf.

Yama God of death.

Dyans Gods of weaver and father of
surya

Tyastri Vedic Vulcan

Dishana Goddess of vegetables

Ashvins Healer of diseases and exports in
surgical arts.

Types of Marriage

Brahma Marriage of a duly dowried girl
to a man of the same class.

Daiva Marriage in which a father gave
his daughter to a sacrificial
priests as part of his fees.

Arsa Marriage in which a bride-price
of a cow is taken and a bull was
paid to the daughter’s father.

Prajapatya Marriage in which the father
gave the girl without dowry and
without demanding bride price.

Gandharva Marriage, often clandestine by
the consent of the two parties.

Asura Marriage by purchase.

Rakshasa Marriage by capture.

Paishacha When a maiden is seduced into
marriage.

Anuloma Was the marriage of higher caste
man with a lower caste woman.

Marriage

Pratiloma

Marriage Was the marriage of lower caste
man with a higher caste woman.

Rivers in Rig Veda

Indus – Sindhu

Jhelum – Vitasa

Chenab – Askini

Ravi – Purushni

Beas – Vipasa

Satluj – Satudari

Gomati – Gomul

Kurram – Krumu

Ghaggar - Drisshadvati

LATER VEDIC PERIOD

REGION

• Aryans expanded from Punjab over the whole of
western UP covered by the Ganga-Yamuna doab.

• In the beginning, they cleared the land by burn-
ing later with the use of iron tools which became
common by 1000-800 BC.

Important Terms associated with the Vedic Age

Aghanya Not to be killed, referring to cow.

Akahavapa Accountant

Charmana Blacksmith

Datra Sickle

Duhitri Daughter

Gavisti Fight/search for cows

Goghana Guest

Hiranyakara Goldsmith

Karmara Blacksmith

Mahishi Chief Queen

Narishta Sabha

Rathakara Chariot-maker

Sira Plough

Sita Furrows

Suta Court minstrel

Ustra Camel

Vapta Carpenter/Barber

Vrihi Rice

POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS

• Powers of the king, who was called Samrat in-
creased. Importance of assembles declined. Wom-
en were no longer permitted to attend assemblies.
The term ‘rashtra’ indicating territory first ap-
peared in this period.
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• References of Priest (Purohita), Commander in
chief (Senapati), Charioteer (Suta), treasurer
(Sangrhita), game companion (Aksavaba).

SOCIAL LIFE

• The four fold division of society became clear-
initially based on occupation, which later becomes
hereditary. Brahmins (Priests), Kshatriyas (war-
riors), Vaishyas (agriculturists, cattle-rearers, trad-
ers and Shudras servers of the upper three).

POTTERY

• The later Vedic people used four types of pottery
black and red ware, black-slipped were, painted
grey ware and red ware.

• Red ware was most popular with them, and has
been found almost all over western UP. However,
the most distinctive pottery of the period is known
as painted Grey ware, which comprised bowls and
dishes, used either for rituals or for eating by the
upper classes.

Religion

• Indra and Agni lost their importance. Prajapati (the
creator) became supreme. Vishnu came to be con-
ceived as the preserver and protector of the peo-
ple.

THE VEDIC LITERATURE

The Veda

• The word ‘Veda’ comes from the root ‘Vidi’, sig-
nifying knowledge.

• Vedas are also known as ‘Shruti’ (to hear) as they
were passed from generation to generation
through verbal transmission.

• They are four in all Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur
Veda and Atharva Veda.

• The first three vedas are collectively known as
‘Tyari’ of ‘Trio’. Each Veda is further divided into
Samhitas.

Rig Veda

• Oldest religious text in the world.

• Must have been composed around 1500 BC.

Sama Veda

• Derived from the root ‘Saman’, i.e., ‘melody’. It
is a collection of melodies.

• It has 1603 verses but except 99 all the rest have
been borrowed from Rig Veda.

• Contains ‘Dhrupada Raga’.

Yajur Veda

• Deals with the procedure for the performance of
sacrifices.

• There are two main texts of Yajur Veda. White
Yajur veda (or Shukla Yajur Veda) and Black Yajur
Veda (or Krishna Yajur Veda). The former con-
tains mantras and the latter has commentary in
prose.

Atharva Veda

• Entirely different from other 3 vedas.

• Divided into 20 Kandas (books) and has 711
hymns – mostly dealing with magic (along with
personal problems of people).

The Brahmans

• They explain the hymns of the Vedas in an ortho-
dox manner.

• Each Veda has several Brahmans attached to it

1. Rig Veda : Kaushetaki and Aitreya

2. Yajur Veda : Taitriya and Shatpatha

3. Sam Veda : Panchvish and Jaiminiya

4.  Atharva Veda : Gopatha

• The most important is ‘Shatpatha Brahamana’ at-
tached to Yajur Veda, which is most exhaustive
and important of all. It recommends one hundred
sacred paths’.

The Aranyakas

• Called ‘forest books’, written mainly be he her-
mits’ living in the jungles for their pupils.

• These are the concluding portions of the
Brahmansa.

• Deals with mysticism and philosophy opposed to
sacrifice and emphasize ‘meditation’.

• Form a bridge between ‘way of work’ (Karma
Marg) which was the sole concern of the
Upanishads and the way of knowledge’ (Gyan
Marg) which the Brahmanas advocated.

The Upanishads

• The word means ‘to sit down near someone’ and
denotes a student sitting near his guru to learn.

• Called Vedanta (the end of the Vedas) firstly be-
cause they denote the last phase of the Vedic pe-
riod and secondly, because they reveal the final
aim of the Vedas.

• They are the main source of Indian Philosophy.

• There are 108 Upanishads.
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• They also condemn the ceremonies and the sacri-
fices.

• They discuss the various theories of creation of
the universe and define the doctrine of action
(Karma).

Smritis

• Explains rules and regulations in the Vedic life.

• Main are Manusmriti, Naradsmriti,
Yagyavalkyasmriti and Parasharsmriti.

Vedangas (Six Vedangas)

Shiksha deals with Pronunciation

Kalpa – Rituals

Vyakarana – Grammar

Nirukta – Etymology

Chhanda – Meter

Jyotisha – Astronomy

Darshan

There are 6 schools of Indian Philosophy
known as Shad-Darshana.

Given by 6 philosophers of Ancient India.

Nyaya Darshan – Gautama

Vaishesika Darshana – Kanada Rishi

Sankhyaya Darshana – kapila

Yoga Darshan – Patanjali

Purva Mimansa – Jaimini

Uttara Mimansa – Badaryana or Vyasa

      Upavedas

There are four Upvedas

Reg veda – Ayurveda (Medicine)

Sam veda – Gandhrav (Dancing)

Yajur Veda – Dhanurveda (Dhanus Art)

Athrav veda – Shilap-veda (Architecture)

EPICS

• Though the two epics – The Mahabharata and
Ramayana were compiled later, they reflect the
state of affairs of the later Vedic period.

• The Mahabharata attribute to Vyasa, is consid-
ered older than the Ramayana and describes the
period from the tenth century BC to 4th century
AD. It is also called Jaisamhita and Satasahasri
Samhita and has 1, 00,000 verses.

• The Ramayana attributed to Valmiki has 24,000
verses. It composition started in the fifth century
BC and passes through 5 stages.

Other Facts

• Reg-veda divided in to 10 mandals. First of all 2
to 7 Mandal was written after that only 8th and
then 1, 9 & 10 were written.

• “Om” was used in Reg-veda 108 times and “Jan”
was used 275 times.

• Gaytri Mantra in 3rd mandal which is addressed
to sun.

• Saraswati River was the deity river in Reg-veda
and most mentioned river in Reg-veda and most
mentioned river was Indus.

• There are 4 Vedas, 18 Puran, 108 Upnishad
(Mundukya was important because here we got
“Satyamev Jayte”.

• Upnishad are main source of Indian Philosophy.

• Kulapa – Basic social unit.

• Kula – Head of family.

• Gavyuti was used as a measure of distance.

• Godhuli as a measure of time.

• Physician were there called Bhishakas.

• The staple crop was “Yava” which meant barley.

• In Early Vedic Age Tax was known as Bali. Bali
was voluntary taxation.

• Tax was known as Bhag in later Vedic period.

• Oldest Grammar is Panini’s Asth Adhyay and 2nd
oldest is Patyanjali’s Mahabhashya.

• Mahabharat attributed to Vyas, is considered old-
er than Ramayana.
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BUDDHISM

• Pillars of Buddhism

Buddha: Its founder

Dhamma: His teachings (Monk/Nun)

Sangha: Order of Buddhism monks and nuns

• Five Great events of Buddha’s life

Birth – Lotus and Bull

Great Renunciation – Horse

Nirvana – Bodhi tree

First sermon – Dharmachakra or wheel

Parinirvana or death – stupa

BUDDHA

• Also known as Sakyamuni or Tathagata.

• Born in 563 BC on the Vaishakha Purnima Day at
Lumbini (near Kapilavastu) in Nepal.

• His father was Suddhodana, who was the Saka
ruler.

• His mother – Mahamaya, of Kosala dynasty died
after 7 days of his birth. Brought up by step mother
Gautmi.

• Married at 16 years old to Yashodhara. He en-
joyed 13 years of marriage.

• His son was Rahu

• After seeing an old man, sick man, corpse and
ascetic he decided to become a wanderer.

• He left home at 29 years old with Channa, the
charioteer and his favorite horse Kanthaka for
search of truth and wandered for 6 years.

• Search of truth by Buddha also called The Great
Renunciation and Mahabhinishkramana.

• He first mediated with Alara Kalama but he was
not satisfied by him. Then his second teacher was
Udarka Romputra but again he was not satisfied.

• After that he joined forces with five ascetics –
Kondana, Vappa, Bhadiya, Mahanama and Assagi
who were practicing the most rigorous self-mor-
tification in the nobe of wearing away their Karma
and obtaining Jinal Blies.

• For six years Buddha tortured himself, he have
nothing to eat and drink, he was walking skele-
ton. Then he felt disappointed and left those
groups.

• Then he attained ‘Nirvana’ or Enlightenment at
35 years at Gaya in Magadha (Bihar) under a Pi-
pal Tree.

• First sermon at Sarnath where his five disciples
has settled.

• First sermon is called Dharma Chakrapravartan/
Turning of the wheel of Law.

• Attained firstly Mahaparinivana at Kushinagar
(village Kasia in Deoria district of UP) in 483 BC
at the age of 80 years in the Malla repulic.

THE DHAMMA

Four Great Truths
• The world is full of sorrow and misery.

• The cause of all pain and misery is desire.

• Pain and misery can be ended by killing or con-
trolling desire.

• Desire can be controlled by following Eight Fold.
Eight fold called Ashath Marg/Ashtang Marg/
Maadhmik Marg which are:

1. Right Faith

2. Right Thought

3. Right Action

4. Right Livelihood

5. Right Efforts

6. Right Speech

7. Right Remembrance

8. Right Concentration

BELIEF IN NIRVANA

• When desire ceases, rebirth ceases and Nirvana
is atteand means. If we want to free from death or
birth cycle we kill our desire and follow stold path.

• According to Buddha, soul is myth because till
when our desire is continue. We are not free from
cycle of death and re-birth. When our desire is
finish then we are not take birth. Our soul is made
from desire inside.

BELIEF IN AHIMSA

• One should not cause injury to any living being,
animal or man.

LAW OF KARMA

• According to Buddha, man reaps the fruits of his
past deeds.

4. BUDDHA & JAINISM
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THE SANGHA

• Consists of Monk/Nuns. Monks means Bhikshs
or shramanas.

• Shramanas means Hetrodox sects (Except Vedic
Religion)

• Bhikshus acted as a torch bearer (Publicity) of
Dhamma.

• Apart from Sangha, the worshippers were called
upasakes.

THREE WHEELS/SECTS OF BUDDHISM

• Mahayana – Idol worship is practiced. It became
popular in China, Japan, Korea, Afghanistan, Tur-
key and SE countries.

• Hinayana – Became popular in Magadha and Sri-
Lanka. Believe in individual salvation not wor-
ship.

• Vajrayana –Became popular in Bihar and Ben-
gal. They did not consume meat, fish, wine etc.
This is also called Thunderbolt, Diamond Path/
Tantrik Buddhism.

BUDDHIST LITERATURE

• Buddhist scriptures in Pali are in commonly re-
ferred to as Triptiakas (Three Basket).

Triptiakas are :-

Vinaya Pitaka – Rules of discipline Buddhist.

Sutta Pitaka – Largest contains collection of
Buddha’s sermons.

Abhidhamma Pitaka – Explanation of the Philo-
sophical Principle of the Buddhist religion.

• Books in Pali language of Buddhism.

Mahavamsa and Deepvamsa : They are in Pali
language and provide information about Shri
Lanka and also king Ashoka.

Ashokavandana: These are tables about the dif-
ferent births of Buddha.

• First time we know about 16 Mahajanapadas from
Buddhism Book “Angutra Nikaya”.

• Followers of Buddhism who lead a married life
are known as Lay follower/Laity.

• “Amrapali” is dancing girl who is join Buddhism
after the meet Buddha. She is also called Ambapali
in Pali Language.

• Before the birth of Lord Buddha his mother wit-
nessed a white elephant in her dream. So Buddha
is also called “White Elephant”.

• When Buddhism and Jainism were found 32 new
religions were found. One of them became fa-
mous.

• Ajivika sect founded by Makhal Gosala

• According to this religion life leads according to
nature. God depicts everything before a birth of a
person. God writes what a person is in present
birth and what will be in next birth period.

• Before the division of follower of Buddhism they
were in a group, name was Theravada. Theravada
is oldest name of school at Buddhist time.

• In Hinyana there is no “cast bar’. They are well
acquainted of super natural theory. But they do
not believe to share their knowledge to anyone.

• Bodhisattva came. He told his disciple ot get
knowledge and after completion left the place.

• Then came Lama.

YEAR COUNCIL PLACE PRESIDENT KING PURPOSE

483 BC 1st Rajgriha Mehakassapa Ajatshatru • For Collection of Buddha ser-
mon (suttapitaka

• Monastic Rules (Vinaypitaka)

383 BC 2nd Vaishali Sabakami Kalashoka • To solve the disputes of Mo-
nastic

250 BC 3rd Patliputra Mogliputra Tissa Ashoka • To establishment of
Sthavirvadin

72 AD 4th Kundalvan Vasumitra Kanishka • Mahayana

n Ashwagosh (Vice • Hinyana

(Kashmir) President)
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NAME OF BODHISATTVA

1. Avlokiteshwar (also called Padampani)

2. Manjushree (called Buddhi Prasnna)

3. Vajarpani (one who bears thunder)

4. Amitabh (Father of heaven)

5. Kshitigarbha (The guardian of Purgatories)

BODDHISTAVA

• Can attain the status of Buddha any time but will
not do so why?

• Because I attained Moksh after transfer of Merit.

• Founded by Rishabhanath his name also appeared
in Rig-Veda.

• Parsvanath whose symbol is Hooded serpent.

• Mahavira whose symbol is lion.

• In Jainism, three were 24 tirthankaras (Gurus) all
Kshatriyas.

PARSVANATH(EMBLEM – SNAKE)

• He was 23rd Tirthankara. He was the son of king
Ashvasena of Banaras. His main teaching was Non-
injury, Non-living, Non-stealing, and Non-posses-
sion.

MAHAVIRA

• He was 24th and last Tirthankara. His name was
Vardhman Mahavira. His first addition was celiba-
cy and second was do not wear any clothes.

• He was born in Kundagram (Distt. Muzaffarpur,
Bihar) in 599 BC.

• His father was Siddhartha the head of Jnatrika clan.
His mother was Trisha, sister of Lichchhavi Prince
Chetak of Vaishali.

• He was related to Bimbisara (Magadh king).

• Wife – Yashoda, daughter – Priyadarsena.

• His daughter’s husband Jameli was his first disci-
ple.

• After his parent’s death, he became an ascetic at 30
age.

• In 13th year of his asceticism, outside the town of
Jrimbhikgrama, he attained supreme knowledge
KAIVALYA.

• From now he was called Jaina (Jitendriya) and his
followers named Jains. He also get the title of
Arihant (worthy).

• At the age of 72, he was died at Pava near Patna in
527 BC.

• After the death of Mahavira, Chandergupta Maurya,
led the Jains Monks from Ganga to Deccan.

TEACHINGS OF MAHAVIRA

• Rejected the authority of Vedas and did not attach
any importance to the performance of sacrifices.

• He believed that every object, even the smallest
particle, possesses a soul and is endowed with con-
sciousness. That is why they observe strict non-vi-
olence.

• Jains reject the concept of universal soul/supreme
power as creator.

• Jainism does not deny the existence of gods but re-
fuses to give gods any important part in universe
scheme. Gods are placed lower than the Jina.

• Universal brotherhood (not-in caste system).

• Three Ratnas (Triratnas) are given in Jainism:

They are called the easy to Nirvana.

They are Right faith, Right knowledge and Right
conduct.

JAIN COUNCILS
• First in Paltiputra in early 3rd century BC. Head

was Sthulbhadra. Book – 12 Angas to replace
Purvas.

• Second was at Vallabhi (Gujarat) in 5th century AD
head was Devridhigani. It resulted in final compi-
lation of 12 Angas and 12 Upangas.

• Jainism reached the highest point in Chandragupta
Mauraya’s time. In Kalinga,it was greatly patron-
ized by Kharavela in the first century AD.

• Jain literature isin Argh-Magadh and Prakrit dia-
lects.

• Due to the influence of Jainism many regional lan-
guages emerged out, like sauraseni, out of which
grew the Marathi, Gujarat, Rajasthani and Kannada.
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6th Century – 4th Century BC

• Magadha embraced the former districts of Patna,
Gaya parts of Shahabad and grew to be the lead-
ing state of the time.

HARYANKA DYNASTY

• Originally founded in 566 BC by the Grandfather
of Bimbisara. But actuaIly founded by Bimbisara.
Bimbisara’s son was Ajatshatru.

BIMBISARA, 544 BC – 492 BC

• Contemporary of Buddha.

• He conquered Anga (E. Bihar).

• His capital was Rajgir (Girivraja).

• He strengthened his position by matrimonial alli-
ance with the ruling families of Kosala, Vaishali
and Madra.

• His capital was surrounded by 5 hills.

AJATSHATRU, 492 BC - 460 BC

• Son of Bimbisara, killed his father, first and last
historical man, who killed his father.

• Annexed Vaishali and Kosala. Vaishali with the
help of a war engine, which was used to throw
stones like catapults. Also possessed a chariot to
which a mace was attached thus facilitation mass
killing. Kosala was ruled by Prasenjit at that time
also called Pitrighata.

• Buddha died during his reign, arranged the first
Buddhist council.

UDAYIN 460-444 BC

• He founded the new capital at Patliputra situated
at the confluence of the Ganga and soan.

SHISHUNAGA DYNASTY

• Founded by a minister Shishunaga. He was suc-
ceeded by Kalasoka (2nd Buddhist council). Dy-
nasty lasted for two generations only.

• Greatest achievement was the destruction of pow-
er of Avanti.

NANDA DYNASTY

• It is considered first of the non-Kshatriya dynas-
ties.

• Founder was Mahapadma Nanda. He added
Kalinga to his empire. He claimed to be the Ekarat,

the sole sovereign who destroyed all the other
ruling princes.

• Alexander attacked India during the reign of
Dhana-Nanda 326 BC.

• Nandas were fabulously rich and enormously
powerful.

CAUSES OF MAGADHA’S SUCCESS

• Geographical Advantages

• Fertile land.

• Much agriculture – Much revenue – Income
bigger.

• Elephant – used in war at first time.

• Iron are available in close proximity. Iron
was used in Magadh at first time.

• Strategic capitals – Rajgriha and Patliputra (Rajgir
was first also called Ginivraja).

• Patliputra – It is situated at Sangam of three river
named Ganga, Gandhak, Son.

• Political advantages.

• Ambitious kings.

• The name of 16 Mahajanapads were first time
known from there.

Buddhist Book – “Angutra Nikaya”

ALEXANDER INVASION

• Alexander (356 BC – 326 BC) was the son of
Phillip of Macedon (Greece) who invaded India
in 326 BC. At that time NW India was split up
into a number of small independent states like
Taxila, Punjab (Kingdom of Porus), Gandhara etc.

• Except Porus who fought the famous Battle of
Hydaspes on the bank of Jhelum.

• Alexander was with Navel force (Navy). His ad-
miral was Nearchus. He wrote about the geogra-
phy of India.

• Alexander joined hand with Ambhi the king of
Taxila to defeat King Porus.

Greek/Mosedoins/Helenistic are same

• Alexander returned to his country after handing
other wining India to Selecus Necater.

5. MAGADHA EMPIRE
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CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA (322-297 BC)

• With the help of Chanakya/Kautiliya/Vishnugupta
he overthrew the Nandas and established the rule
of the Maurya Dynasty.

• Chandragupta is called Sandrocottus by the Greek
scholars.

• Built vast empire, which included not only good
portion of Bihar and Bengal, but also western and
north western India and the Deccan.

• This account is given by Megasthenes (A Greek
ambassador sent by Selecus to the court of
Chandragupta Maurya) in his book India. We also
get details from the Arthashastra of Kautiliya.

• Vishakhadatta wrote a drama Mudrarakshasa (de-
scribing Chandragupta enemy) and Debi
Chandarguptam in six century AD.

• Chandragupta Maurya became follower of
Jainism. In his period North India experienced a
famine, half of the North Indians left their hous-
es, who stayed there in North India are called
Aryawat.

• The leader of North India was Sthulabhadra.

• Chandragupta Maurya went to Sravanbelagola
(near Mysore) with Bhadrabahu where he died
by slow starvation.

• Who were in North India were called Shwetamber.
(White – clad / clothes).

• Who came back from South India were called
Digamber (Naked).

Administration in Patliputra

CIVIL
MILITARY

1. Welfare of foreigners
1. Army infantry

2. Collection of Taxes
2. Chualry

3. Record of birth and death
3. Chariots

4. Manufutured of gods aspection
4. Elephants

5. Distribution of goods (sales and purchase)
5. Navy

6. Sanitation

6. Transportation

• Spy system is superb.

• In the period of Chandragupta Maurya lady body-
guard were also appointed.

• Prostitutes were also deputed as spy.

• Mudra a minister of Nanda’s was use a minister
of planning.

• Mudra joined had with Chandragupta. It was
Chanakya behind this conspiracy Nanda was de-
feated.

• This information receives from Vishakhadutt’s
book Mudra Rakshasa.

This book story line at Maurya’s time and written
in Gupta Age.

Source of information about Chandragupta
Maurya

Kautiya (Arthashastra) – Third best

Megasthenes (Indica) – S e c o n d
best

Ashoka’s Inscriptions – Bestest

BINDUSARA’S (297 – 268 BC)

• Called Amitraghat by Greek writer.

• Chandergupta was succeeded by his son Bindusara
in 297 BC. He is said to have conquered “the land
between the 2 seas (Arabian Sea and Bay of Ben-
gal). At the time of his death, almost the entire
subcontinent came under the Maurya Rule.

• Bindusara was follower of Ajivika.

• Greek Ambassador Deimachos visited his court.

• Bindusara wanted wine, fig. and philosopher but
they deny to give the philosopher.

ASHOKA (269 – 232 BC)

• One who became a forecast before the birth of
King Ashok ‘your son will be a great ruler’.

“Pingalavasta” a Ajivika Monk

• In some books it was written Ashok killed his 99
brothers to get the throne. But it is wrong.

• First king who directly talk to their people through
his inscription.

• Ashok was appointed the Viceroy of Taxila and
Ujjain by his fater, Bindusara. He was at Ujjain
when Bindusara died.

6. MAURYAN DYNASTY
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• One of greatest kings of all times.

• James Princep, told Ashok’s second name in 1837
Devamampiya (beloved of the gods) and
‘Piyadassi (of pleasing appearance).

• Ashok became the Buddhist under Upagupta
Monk.

• Ashok’s successor Kunal. Kunal became blind and
then his son Dasrath said he want to become the
king and there is war between Kunal and Dasrath.
Due to this war there is a divison and Taxila be-
came the capital of Dasrath, and Patliputra be-
came the capital of Kunal.

• Asoka’s empire was divided into provinces with
a viceroy in each province. He established
Dharamshalas, hospitals and Sarai throughout his
kingdom.

• He appointed Dhamma Mahamatras (Publicity of
Dharam) to propagate dharma among various so-
cial groups including women.

9 Years of his rule – Kalinga war

11 Years of his rule – Bodhi

13 Years of his rule – Dhamma

15 Years of his rule – Dhamma Mahamatra

• He sent his daughter (Sanghamitra) and son
(Mahindra) to Ceylon (Shri lanka), Burma and
other South-east Asian regions, notably Thailand
for publiciy of Boddh Dharam.

• Ashoka is called “Buddhashakya and Ashok in
Maski edict.

FEATURES OF THE DHAMMA

The edicts gave Ashoka the opportunity to expand
his Dhamma. The Major Rock Edict XI contains
an elaborate explanation of the Dhamma, apart
from dealing with charity and Kinship of human-
ity.

Main features:-

• Prohibition of animal sacrifices and festive gath-
ering and avoiding expensive and meaningless
ceremonies and rituals.

• Efficient organization of administration in the di-
rection of social welfare.

• Consideration and non-violence to animals and
courtesy to relation and liberality to Brahmins,
Shramanas etc.

• Human treatment of servant by masters and of
prisoners by the government officials.

• Tolerance among all the sects.

• Replacement of Bherighosa (sound of war drums)
by Dhammaghosa (sound of peace).

• Maintenance of constant contact with the rural
people through the system of Dhammayatras.

ASHOKA’S Inscription

• Allahabad Inscription – Ashoka

• Allahabad Prasasti – Samundragupta writer  -
Harisen

• In his inscription following language have been
used Brahmi, Kharoshthi, Aramic and Greek.

• Allahabad Kasam was written Kosambhi Jahangir
left Allahabad when he was taking it to Delhi. So
it is called Allahabad Kasam.

• Jahangir took this action because Firoj Tughlaq
did the same. Three inscriptions were taken by
Ashoka:

Kosabhi, Merath (Meerut), Topara

ALLAHABAD KASAM
• Pillar Edicts I – VI

• Queen’s Edict (This is only who describe his
queen’s).

• Schism Edict.

BARA BAR HILL CAVES

• Donatory inscription to the Ajivika sect.

• Ashok’s grandson Dasrath also donates Ajivika
seet.

• The caves were in a group of hills girdling the
city of Rajagriha.

DELHI – MEERUT AND DELHI TOPRA

• Pillar Edicts I – VI respectively.

• They were transported to Delhi by Firoz shah from
their original sites at Meerut and Topra.

GIRNAR (MAJOR ROCK EDICTS)

• Situated at Junagarh in Kathiawar.

• A number of major inscriptions are found here.

• Its importance was increased by the fact that dur-
ing the reign of Chandergupta a dam was con-
structed on the Sundarsana Lake in the neighbor-
hood of Girnar.

• Rudradamans’s Junagarh inscription was first
Sanskrit inscription in Indian history.

• Sudarsana Lake originally built by Pushyagupta,
the provincial governor of Chandergupta.

• Subsequently conduits were worked from it by
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Tusapa in the reign of Ashoka.

• After him Skanddagupta repair Sudarsana Lake
dam.

• Ruderdaman also repair Sudarsana Lake’s dam
after Pushyagupta.

KANDAHAR

• Minor Rock edicts.

• Greek Aromic inscription.

RUMMINDIE / LUMBINI AT BUDDHA TIME
(NEPAL)

• Tax levied on Lumbini people was decreased from
1/6 to 1/8, it is written on Ashoka’s inscription.

• Tax was decreased because it was land of his God
“Buddha”.

SANCHI

• Schism Edict.

• Modern name of Sanchi was Kakanandabota.

SARNATH

• Schism Edict (addressed to the Mahamattas).

• Piller Inscription.

• Sarnath is three and a half miles from Banaras.

• In this Ashok is called Dharamasoka.

• Schism Edict.

Allahabad Kasam, Sanchi, Sarnath.

• 13 edicts were about klinga (Rock and Pillar).

• Lion and wheel on National flag taken from
Ashoka inscription of Sarnath.

SIGNIFICANT OF MAURYAN RULE

• Gurukul and Buddhist monasteries developed
with royal patronage. Universities of Taxila and
Banaras are the gifts of this era.

• Taxila is oldest university.

• Kautilitya’s Arthasastra, Bhadrabahu’s
Kalpasutra, Buddhist texts like the Katha Vatthu
and Jain Texts such as Bhagwati Sutra, Acharanga
Sutra and Dasavakalik comprise some of the im-
portant literature of this era.

MAURYAN ADMINISTRATION

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION

• Saptanga Theory –

Kautilya explains the Saptanga theory or the the-
ory of seven elements of the state. According to
him state is constituted by:

Swamin (King) – soul

Amatya (minister)

Janapada (territory and population)

Duga – (Fort)

Kosa (Treasury)

Bala (Army)

Mitra (ally)

PROVINCIAL AND LOCAL

ADMINISTRATION

• Provinces – Divided into four provinces each
under viceroy in council.

Four are – Uttarapatha (Capital - Taxila)
Avantiratha (Ujjain), Dakshinapatha (Sumavagiri)
and Kalinga (Tosali).

• District – The district was under the charge of
the Rajuka (Ashokan edicts), whose position and
function are similar to those of a DC.

• Intermediate level – This unit, consisting of five
to ten villages was under Gopa and Sthanika.

• Village – It was under the charge of Gramani.

• Municipal Administration – It was maintenance
of law and order, Nagarika or City superinten-
dent’s.

• Land Revenue – Main source of income for state.

CAUSES OF THE FALL OF MAURYAN EM-
PIRE

• Revenue from agrarian areas was not sufficient
to maintain such a vast empire as booty from was
negligible.

• Brahmins were against the Ashoka.

• Last Mauryan king “Brihadratha” was killed by
Pushyamitra Shunga (Commander in Chief) in 185
BC who started Shunga dynasty in Magadha.

• “Pushyamitra’s son – Agnimitra.

“Malvika Agnimitram” was written by Kalidas.

• Best cause of decline of Mauryan Empire:

Mauryan kings levied tax and everything except
air.
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THE SUNGA DYNASTY

• Pushyamitra founded this dynasty. His dominions
extended to south as far as the Narmada River
and including cities of Pataliputra, Ayodhya and
Vidisha. He performed two Ashvamedha sacrific-
es.

• He also defeated the Bactrian king Dematrius.

• The fifth kind was Bhagabhadra, to whose court
Heliodors, the Greek Ambassador visited.

• A Sunga king, Agnimitra was the hero of
Kalidasa’s Malavikagnimitram.

• Palanjali’s classic Mahabhasya was written at
time. It is Sanskrit grammar; it is based on Ashath
Adhyay older one.

• He killed last Maurya king.

THE KANVA DYNASTY

• The founder of this short-lived dynasty was
Vasudeva, who killed the last Sunga king
Devabhuti.

• They were swept away by Satavahanas of the
Deccan.

THE CHETIS OF KALINGA

• The Hathigumpha inscription (near
Bhubhaneshwar, Orissa) of Kharavela, the third
ruler of the dynasty gives information about the
Chetis.

• He was a follower of Jainism and patronized it to
a great extent.

THE SATAVAHANAS OR THE ANDHRAS

• They were the successors of the Mauryans in the
Deccan and the Central India.

• Simuka is regarded as the founder of this dynas-
ty.

• The most important king was Gautamiputra
Satakarni Satakarni (AD 106-130) who raised the
power and prestige of Satavahans to greater
heights. He set up his capital at Paithan on the
Godavari in Aurangabad district.

ASPECTS OF SATAVAHANA

• Mostly issued lead coins (copper + bronze).

• Acted as a bridge between North and South In-
dia.

• Satavahans ruler called themselves Brahmans.
Performed Vedic rituals and worshipped gods like
Krishna, Vasudeva and other. Also promoted Bud-
dhism.

• Two common religious constructions were the
Buddhist temple and Monasteries.

• Buddhist temples were called Chaitya and Mon-
asteries were called Vihara.

• Most famous Chaitya is that of Karle in W.
Deccan.

• Their district was called Ahara as it was in
Ashoka’s time. Their officials were known as
Amatyas and Mahamatras as they were known in
Mauryan times.

• Started the practice of granting tax free villages
to Brahmans and Buddhist monks.

• Official language was Prakrit and script was
Brahmi as in Ashokan times. One Prakrit text
called Gathasattasai is attributed to a satavahana
king called Hala.

• They followed Mauryas.

7. KINGDOMS AFTER THE MAURYAS
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8. Guptan Empire

Shree Gupta — Founder

Chandragupta I (319 - 335AD)

• He has provived gupta dynasty fame.

• He took a little of ‘Maharajadhiraj’.

• First great ruler was Chandragupta I. He intro-
duced Gupta Era in 319 A.D.

• He started a new calendar - ‘Gupta Era Gupta Ear
is having 241 years gap form Shake samvata.

Samudragupta (335 - 375 AD)

• He was son of chandragupta I.

• Gupta dynasty expanded most during his period.

• Vinsent Smith titled him as “Napoleon of India”

• The details of his victories described in ‘Prayaga
Prashashti’written by Harishen.

• He was a triumphant as well as a poet & Lyricist
cum conservator of education.

• He has marked playing lute (veena) on the coins.

• He has also titled as ‘Dharma Prachar Bandhu’ in
Allahabad piller inscription.

• Buddhist Saint - Vasubandhu has given shelter
him.

• Samudragupta is called the ‘Nepoleon of India’
because of his India’s victory.

• Samundragupta is called the ‘Kaviraj’.

Chandragupta II (380 - 412AD)

• Udayagiri cave edict tells about his victories.

• Patliputra and Ujjaini rised as centres of educa-
tion and culture.

• Ujjaini was his second capital.

• Fahien (Chinese Traveller) came to India during
his period. He says Madhyapradesh as ‘Nation of
Brahmins’.

• This period was peak for Brahmins.

Kumargupta (415 - 454 AD)

• Maximum edicts during Gupta period found of
this king.

• Nalanda University established during his period.

• Vilsad edict gives list of Gupta’s family Succes-

sion up to Kumargupta.

• Silver coins were came in use in middle Inida dur-
ing his period.

• He has takes titles like - Mahendraditya .

Skandgupta (455 - 467AD)

• Hun’s were attacked during his rule.

• He has repaired lake  Sudarshana which was es-
tablished on Mt. Girnar.

Importent Poinst

• He transferred his capital to Ayodhya.

• Gupta period was called the golden phase due to
cultural progress.

• Chandragupta II launched the coins of silver after
getting the victory on Shaka.

• Kumaragupta reconstructed Sudarasan Lake

• Huna’s attack started at the time of Skandagupta.

• Ujjain was the most important trade center in
Gupta’s period

• Bhanugupta was the last Gupta ruler.

• Gupta ruler launched more gold coins than others

• Gold coins were called Dinara.

• Erana inscription describes Sati System in 510 A.D
(first time). This inscription is  of Bhanugupta.

• Most land grant given in gupta period

ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS OFFICER

1. Desh Gopta

2. Bhukti Uprika

3. Vishaya Vishaypati

4. Petha Pethapati

5. Gram Grampathi / Mahatar

 OFFICER POST

1. Mahabaladhikari Force captain

2. Mahadandnayak Chief justice

3. Sandhivigrahak Defence minister/
war minister

4. Dandpashik Police officer

5. Mahakshapattalika Chief of account
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department

6. Sarthwah Trade chief

Taxation

1. Bhag — 1/6 of the total production

2. Bhog — Gift which given to king in
the form of fruits, flow-
ers & vegetables

3. Udrang— Land Tax from permanent Farmers.

4. Uprikara— Land tax levied on all Tempo
rary Farmers.

• Taxes were in the form of either in cash or in the
form of Grain.

• Forms of Lands

1. Kshetra - Farming land

2. Vastu - Land for Residence

3. Khila - Land which were not culti
vated

4. Aprahata - Non cultivated forest land.
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THE PANDYAS

• Their capital was Madurai.

• First mentioned by Megasthenes who says that
their kingdom was famous for pearls and was ruled
by a woman.

• The Pandya kings profited from trade with the
Roman Empire and sent embassies to the Roman
emperor Augustus. All expenditure were bared by
Pandyas.

• Their emblem was Fish.

THE CHERAS

• Emblem was Bow and Arrow.

• Also called keralaputra.

• Their capital was Vanji (also called Kerala coun-
try)

• It owed its importance to trade with the Romans.

• Fought against the Cholas about 150 AD.

• Greatest king was Senguttuvan, the Red Chera.

THE CHOLAS

• Emblem was tiger.

• The Kingdom was called Cholamandalam or
Coromondal. The chief centre was Uraiyur famous
for cotton.

• Capital was Kaveripattnam/Puhar.

• A Chola king named Elora conquered Sri Lanka
and ruled it over for 50 years. Bay of Bengal also
called Chola Lake.

• Karikala was their famous king.

• Main source of wealth was trade in cotton cloth.
They also maintained an efficient navy.

• Information about Cholas “Uttanamerur Inscrip-
tion”.

• Kudovallai system means Election system.

• Admn system runs through Variyam.

• Chola Admn Unit.

Provinces divided in to Mandal.

Mandal divided in to Venadu.

Venadu divided in to Taniyer and ur (villages)

• Chola Temple was largest temple made by cholas.

• Chola’s Temple had a large Gate called
“Gopuram”

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE THREE KINGDOM

• All the gathered information is based on Sangam
Literature. Sangam was a college assembly of
Tamil poets held probably under Royal Patron-
age (esp. Pandyas).

• Sangam age corresponds to the Post-Mauraya and
the Pre-Gupta period.

• Three Sangams were held.

First Sangam – Madurai, Chairman – Agastya

Second Sangam – Kapatpuram, Chairman –
Tolkppiyar

Third Sangam – Madurai, Chairman – Nakkirar

• It was the third Sangam from which the entire
corpus of Sangam literature came down to us.

• Silappadikaram by IIano Adigal (story of a mar-
ried couple) and Manimekalai by Sattanar are the
famous epics of this time.

• Other books are Tolkappium by Tolkappiryar.

• Jivikachintamani by Tirukakkdewar.

• Kurool by Tiruvalluvar (Kurool called the fifth
Veda/ The Bible of the Tamil land).

• The chief local god was Murugan who was also
called Sabramanya.

• ‘Pariyars’ – agricultural laborers who used to work
in animal skin.

• Civil and military offices held by Vellalas (Rich
peasants).

• The ruling class was called “Arasar”.

• Captains of the army were given the title ENADI
in formal funcitons.

GUPTA DYNASTY

• The first two kings of Dynasty were Sri Gupta
and Ghatotkach.

CHANDRAGUPTA – I, AD 319-335

• First important king of Gupta Dynasty.

• Started the Gupta era in 319-320 AD.

• He enhanced his power and prestige by marriage
with Kumar Devi, Princess of the Lichchhavi clan
of Nepal.

• He acquired the title of Maharajadhiraj (first to
get title).

• Struck coins in the joint names of himself, his

9. SANGAM AGE
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queen and the Lichchavi nation, there by acknowl-
edging marriage alliance.

• First Iron Pillar Edict of Gupta Age gives first
evidence of Sati.

SAMUDRAGUPTA (AD 335-375)

• The Gupta kingdom was enlarged enormously by
Chandragupta’s son and successor Samudragupta.

• His court poet Harisena wrote a glowing account
of the military exploits of his pattern.

• In a long inscription at the Prayag Prashasti Pillar
(Allahabad).

• Samudragupta also called Napoleon of India (by
V.A. smith) because of his bravery and
generalship.

• V.A. Smith book – Oxford History of India.

• Samudragupta is said to have composed numer-
ous poems of high merit. Some of his coins rep-
resent him playing Vina.

• He also performed Asvamedha sacrifice. He be-
lieved in Vedic Age.

• Vasubandhu, a celebrated Buddhist Scholar was
his minister. Mean he believes in Boddh Dharam.

Then he was liberal.

• Though a follower of the Brahmanical religion,
he was tolerant of other faiths.

• Received a missionary from Meghavarman, the
ruler of Sri Lanka, seeking his permission to build
Buddhist temple at Gaya, which he granted.

CHANDRAGUPTA II (AD – 380-413)

• Samundragupta was succeeded by Ramgupta but
Chandragupta II killed him and married his queen
Dhruvadevi.

• He entered into matrimonial alliance with the
Nagas (of upper and the central provinces) by
marring princess Kubernaga whose daughter
Prabhawati married to Rudrasena-II of the
Vakataka family.

• Took the title of Vikramaditya by defeating
Rudrasimha III, a Kshatarp king of Ujjain.

• He also took the title of Simhavikrama.

• He was the first ruler to issue silver coins also
issued copper coins.

• The Iron pillar inscription, fixed near Qutab Minar
in Delhi mention a king Chandra (considered by
many as Chandragupta II).

• His court was adorned by celebrated nine gems

(Navaratna) including Kalidasa, Amarsimha,
Varahmihir and Dhanvantri, Aryabhatt.

• Chinese pilgrim Fahien visited India at this time.

KUMARAGUPTA – I (AD 413-455)

• He adopted the title of Mahendraditya.

• Founded Nalanda University (a renowned univer-
sity of ancient India).

• He was worshipper of Lord Kartikeya.

• In the last years of his region, the peace and pros-
perity of empire was distributed due to the inva-
sion of Turko-Mongol tribe, Hunas Mihirkula was
the most famous king of Huna. Hieun Tsang men-
tions him as a fierce persecutor of Buddhism. He
was defeated by Yashodharma.

• During the war with the Hunas, Kumargupta died.

SKANDAGUPTA (AD 455-467)

• Kumargupta-I was followed by Skandagupta. He
faced Hunas effectively.

• Restored Sudarshana Lake.

• After his death, the great days of the Gupta were
over.

REASON OF FALLING OF GUPTA EMPIRE

• Weak successor of Skandagupta could not check
the growing Huna power.

• Feudatories rose in Bihar, Bengal, MP, Vallabhi
etc.

ADMINISTRATION OF GUPTA

• Kings were called Parameshwara/Maharajadhiraj/
Paramabattaraka.

• Most important officers were Kumaramatyas.

• They issued the largest number of gold coins in
Ancient India, which were called Dinars.

• Silver coins were called Rupyakas.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

• The castes were further divided into sub-caste.

• Position of woman declined further.

• First instance of Sati took place of Eran, MP.

• The position of Shudras improved substantially.

• The practice of untouchability intensified (espe-
cially hatred for Chandalas). Faihen mentions that
the Chandolas lived outside the village and were
distanced by the upper class.

RELIGION

• Bhagavad-Gita was written during this time only
Buddhism declined.
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• Bhagavatism centered around worshipping Vishnu
or Bhagvat. History was presented as a cycle of
10 incarnations of Vishnu.

• Idol wordhip became a common feature.

• Vishnu temple at Deogarh (near Jhansi) a small
Temple near Sanchi and brick temple at
Bhitragaon (near Kanpur) belong to the Gupta
architecture.

ART OF GUPTA AGE

• 2 meter high bronze image of Buddha belonging
to the Mathura school the Gandhara Buddha rep-
resents mask-like coldness, while the Buddha
from the Mathura school imports a feeling of
warmth and vitality.

• The Buddha sitting in his Dharam Chakra mudra
belongs to Sarnath.

• Buddha images of Bamiyan belonged to Gupta
period.

• Ajanta Paintings and paintings at Bagh near
Gwalior in MP are of this time, they belong to
Buddhist art.

LITERATURE

Kalidasa the great Sanskrit dramatist belonged to
this period. His books are Abhigyanashakuntalam,
Ritusamhara, Meghadutam, Kumarambhava,
Malavikamitram, Raghuvansha.

• It is earliest among translation of Sanskrit into
English Abhigyanashakuntalam.

• Sanskrit was the language of rich people.

• Apart from Kalidasa other were Sudraka (author
of Mrichchakatikam), Bharavi (Kiratarjuniya),
Dandin (Kavyadarshna) and Dasakumaracharita).
To this period belong 13 plays written by Bhasa.

• Most famous of these was Charudatta.

• Vishakhadatta wrote Mudrarakshasa and Devi-
Chandraguptam.

• Vishnu Sharma wrote Panchatantra and
Hitopdesh.

• Development of Sanskrit grammar based on
Panini and Patanjali. This period is particularly
memorable for the compilation of Amarakosha by
Amarsimha.

• Ramayana and Mahabharata were almost complet-
ed by the 4th century AD.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

• Aryabhatta, the great mathematician wrote
Aryabhatiya and Suryasiddhanta.

• In Aryabhatiya, he described the place value of
the first nine number and the use of Zero.

• He also calculated the value of Pie and invented
Algebra.

• In Suryasiddhanta, he proved that the earth re-
volves round the sun and rotates on its axis.

• In this was he discovered the cause of the solar
and lunar eclipses and the methods for calculat-
ing the timing of their occurrence.

• He also said that the heavenly bodies, like the
moon, were spherical and they shone by reflect-
ing the light.

• Varahamihira wrote Panchasi dhankita and
Brihatsamhita. He said that the moon moves round
the earth and earth, together with the moon move
round the sun.

• Brahmagupta was a great mathematician. He
wrote – Brahma-sphutic siddhanta in which he
hinted at the law of Gravitation  First person who
introduce gravity.

• In the field of astronomy, Romakasidhanta were
compiled.

• Vagbhatta was the most distinguished physician
of Ayurvedic system of medicine.

• Palakapya wrote Hastyagarved a treatise on the
disease of elephants.

• Court language was Sanskrit.

• Dhanvantri – famous for Ayurveda knowledge.
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• Belonged to Pushyabhuti family and son of
Prabhakar Vardhan originally the feudatories of
the Gupta.

• Originally belonged to Thaneswer, but shifted to
Kannauj (after Harsha’s death Kannauj was won
from Harsha’s successors by the Prathiharas).

• Pajyavardhan succeeded Prabhakarvardhan.

• Grahavarman, the Maukhari ruler of Kannauj and
husband of Rajyasri (daughter of Prabhakara) was
murdered by Devgupta (the ruler of Malwa) who
in alliance with Sasanka (ruler of Gauda or Ben-
gal) now occupied Kannauj and imprisoned
Pajyasri. Rajyavardhan undertook a campaign
against Devgupta and killed him but he was de-
ceived and killed by Sasanka.

• Harsha now succeeded his brother at Thanesvar.

• Harsha brought most of north India under his con-
trol and assumed the title of “Siladitya”.

• In his first expedition, Harsha drawn away
Shashanka from Kannauj.

• Pulakesin – II the great Chalukya king. He be-
stowed the title of “the lord of the entire north”
on him.

• Chinese pilgrim Hieun Tsang (Prince of Travel-
ers) visited during his reign. He spent about eight
years (635-643) in the dominions of Harsha and
earned his friendship.

• Hieun Tsang has left a detailed account of a grand
assembly held at Kannauj in 643 attended by rep-
resentatives of Hinduism and Jainism.

• Harsh was a great patron of learning. He estab-
lished a large patron of learning. He established a
large monastery at Nalanda.

• Banabhatta, who adorned his court, wrote
Harshacharita, Parvatiparinay and Kadambari.

• Harsha himself wrote 3 plays Priyadarshika,
Ratnavali and Nagananda.

• After the death of Harsha in 647, the empire once
again broke up into petty states.

• I-tsing, another Chinese pilgrim, visited in 670
AD.

THE VAKATAKAS

• The founder of this Brahmin Dynasty was

Vindhyasakti.

• Most important king was Pravarsen – I who per-
formed 4 Ashvamedha yagyas.

• Rudrasena II was succeeded by Divakarasena,
Damodrasena or Pravarasena, who composed a
Prakit work titled Setubandha in glorification of
Rama, though he was a devotee of lord Shiva.

CHALUKYAS OF VATAPI (BADAMI)

• Founder Pulakesin – I.

• Pulakesin – II was their most famous king, who
was a contemporary of Harsha .He sent on em-
bassy to the Persian king, Khusro – II. His court
poet, Ravikirti wrote Ailhole inscription. Hiuen
Tsang visited his kingdom.

• Much of the painting and sculpture of the Ajanta
and Ellora cave were completed during the
Chalukyan reign. They built several magnificent
temples in Ailhole and other places.

• Ailhole is called the cradle of Indian temple ar-
chitecture.

• Vengi dynasty was founded by Pulakesin II’s
brother Kubja-Vishnu-Vardhana.

• The greatest ruler of Kalyani Chalukyas was
Vikramaditya II Tribhuvanmalla. He was Hero of
Bilhana’s Vikramankadeva Charita. He introduced
the Chalukya-Vikrama era (1076 AD).

THE RASTRAKUTAS

• Founder Dantidurga.

• Their king Krishna – I is remembered for con-
structing the famous rock-cut Kalisha temple at
Ellora.

• Their king Amoghvarsha is compared to
Vikramaditya in giving patronage to men of let-
ters.

• He wrote the first Kannada poetry named Kaviraj
marg and Prashnottar Malika. He built a city of
Manyakheta as his capital.

• Their king Krishna – III set up a pillar of victory
and a temple at Rameshwaram after defeating the
Cholas.

THE GANGAS

• Also called Chedagangs of Orissa.

• Their king Narsimhadeva constructed the Sun

9. HARSHA VARDHAN (AD 606-647)
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temple at Konark.

• Their king Anantvarman Ganga built the famous
Jagannath temple at Puri.

THE PALLAVAS

• Founder Simhavishnu. They setup their capital at
Kanchi. He bore the title Avanisimha (lion of the
earth).

• Narasimhavarman I Mahamalla. He was the great-
est king of the dynasty. He defeated and killed
Pulakesin II and assumed the title Vatapikonda.

THE CHOLAS AD 846-1279

• Founder Vijayalaya capital was Tanjore.

• Parantaka I captured Madurai but was defeated
by Rashtrakuta ruler. Krishan III at the battle of
Takkolam. Although the Rashrakutas were later
defeated.

• Rajaraja founded the largest dominion in south
India.

• He annexed northern Sri-Lanka and named it
Mummadi – Cholamandalam. Also conquered
Maldives islands.

• He constructed Rajrajeshwari temple (also called
Brihadeshwar Shiva temple) at Thanjavur.

• His son Rajendra – I annexed the whole of Sri
Lanka. In the North went as far as Ganga and the
dominions of the Pala king Mahipale. He took the
title of ‘Gangaikonda’ after that and founded a
capital Gangaikonda Cholapuram.

THE PALAS OF BENGAL

• Founder was Gopala (750 AD) who was elected
to the throne as he had proved his valor and capa-
bility as a leader.

• Suleimon, an Arab merchant has termed the Pala
Empire as Rhuni.

• Gopala was an ardent Buddhist.

• He was succeeded by Devapala. He extended his
control over Pragjoytishpur (Assam). He was a
Buddhist.

• Ballalasena was written Danasagara and
Adbhutsagara.

• Founder Samantasena.
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MAHMOOD GHAZNI

• Until the rise of west, India and possibly the rich-
est country in the world, such a country present-
ed an irresistible target for the ravening Mongols
and their descendents who settled in present day
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan Tajikistan, all within
comparatively easy reach of north-western India.

• The North West was, at this time, a mish-mash of
warring kingdoms, more interested in settling
scores with their neighbors than in unifying
against the Mongols. It is then unsurprising that
Mahmood Ghazni’s armies so easily defeated
those of Indian kings.

• His first expedition was directed against the fron-
tier towns in 1000 AD.

• His second expedition was against Jaipala, the
Hindustani King of Punjab whom he defeated in
the first Battle of Waihind.

• In his 6th expedition was against Anandpala, the
successor of Jaipala, Mahmood defeated
Anandpala in IInd Battle of Waihind in 1008 AD.

• His 16th expedition was the plunder of Somnath
temple (dedicated to Shiva) in 1025, situated on
the sea coast of Kathiawar.

• His last invasion was against Jats bcz Jats had
attacked his army when he was going back to
Ghazni.

• Objectives of Mahmood’s expeditions were to
plunder the riches of temples and palaces and were
not interested in expanding his empire to India.
However he later annexed Punjab and made it a
part of his kingdom just to have easy access.

• FIRDUSI (Persian Poet, known as Homer of the
east) who wrote Shahnama.

• ALBERUNI (a brilliant scholar from Central
Asia) who wrote TAHQIQ-i-HIND.

• UTBI (court historian) who wrote Kitab-ud-
yamni.

• Died in 1030.

MUHAMMAD GHORI

• First person who concerned India.

• The real founder of the Muslim Empire in India
was SHIHAB-UD-DIN Muhammad of Ghur. But

it is true that Muhammad bin Qasim was the first
Muslim invader of India but he failed due to his
premature death.

• His first invasion was directed against Multan in
1175 AD, which was successful.

• Prithviraj Chauhan, who was the king of Delhi at
that time, received contingents from other Rajput
kings and defeated him in the first Battle of Tarain
(1181) but he defeated Prithviraj in the second
Battle of Tarain in 1182.

• Captured Delhi and Ajmer and thus laid the foun-
dation of Muslim Rule in India.

• Also defeated Jaichandra (ruler of Kannauj) at
the Battle of Chhandwar in 1184.

• Died in 1206, leaving Qutub-Ud-Din Aibak the
charge.

The Sultanate of Delhi (1206-1526) had 5 rul-
ing dynasties.

1. The slave Mamlek/Ilbari Dynasty (1206-1290)

2. The Khalji (1290-1320)

3. The Tughlaq (1320-1413)

4. The Sayyid (1414-1415)

5. The Lodhis (1451-1526)

MAMLUK DYNASTY(1206-90)

QUTUB-UD-DIN AIBAK (1206-1210)

• He is called the founder of Slave Dynasty. He was
a Turk of the Aibak tribe which in Turkish lan-
guage means ‘LORD OF MOON’.

• Md. Ghori could not name his successor because
of his sudden death. Aibak assumed reigns of govt.
as independent ruler at Lahore on 25 June 1206.

• He did not strike coins nor got the Khutba (read
after Namaj) read in his name.

• Lahore and later Delhi were his capital.

• For his generosity he was known as “LAKH
BAKSH” or giver of Lakhs.

• Laid the foundation of Qutub Minar after the name
of famous Sufi saint, Khwaja Qutubuddin
Bakhtiyar Kaki.

• Died of a horse fall at Lahore, while playing
Chaugan (Polo).

• Built the first mosque in India – “QUWWAT-UL-
ISLAM” (at Delhi) and “Adhai Din Ka Jhopra

10. DELHI SULTANATE
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(at Ajmer).

• He was a great person of learning and patronized
writers like “Hasan Nizami” who wrote Taj-ul-
Massir, and Fakhr-Ud-Din, writer of Tarikh-i-
Mubarakshahi.

• Aibak was succeeded by Aram shah who ruled at
Lahore for 8 months before being deposited by
Iltutmish.

SHAMS-UD-DIN ILTUTMISH (AD 1211-1230)

•  He was son-in-law of Aibak. He is considered
the greatest of the slave kings and the real con-
solidator of the Turkish conquest in India.

• Prevented Chengiz khan’s attack by refusing to
give refuge to an enemy of Khan, JALALUDDIN
MANGABARANI.

• He got his authority (Sultanate of Delhi) recog-
nized by the Caliph of Baghdad (Khalifa) as a
member of world fraternity of Islamic states.

• Divided his empire into IQTAS, an assignment of
land in lieu of salary, which he distributed to his
officers, IQTAS were transferable.

• He introduced the silver tanks and the copper Jital,
2 basic coins of the sultanate.

• He writer Mihraj-ul-siraj, the author of Tabaqqat-
i-Nasiri.

• He is called the Father of tomb Building.

• Central Minister

1. Wazir –> Prime Minister

2. Sadr-i-Jahan -> Head of religious affairs.

3. Chief-Qazi -> Head of Judicial affairs

• Created

TURKAN-i-CHAHALGANI

BANDGAN-i-SHAMSHI

• RUKNUDDIN FIROZE (Apr-Nov 1236)

• Son of Iltutmish

• After 7 months died in confident

• Shah Turkan began to meddle (Title of
Ruknuddin)

• RAZIA BEGUM (1236-40 AD)

• She was the first and the last Muslim woman rul-
er of medieval India.

• She disregarded Purdah, began to adorn make at-
tire and rode out in public on elephant back.

• She promoted Jamaluddin Yakut, an Abyssinian
to the important office of superintendent of the

stables. She had affair with Jalaluddin Yakut. She
gave the Title of AMIR-i-AKHUR to Yakut (Mas-
ter of royal stables).

• There was a serious rebellion in Bhatinda, Malik
IKHTIYARUDDIN ALTUNIA, Governor of
Bhatinda, refused to acknowledge the suzerainty
of Raziya, accompanied by Yakut she marched
against Altunia, on the way, the Turkish follow-
ers of Altunia murdered Yakut and imprisoned
Raziya. She had the marey Alturia to get out of
this situation.

• But she was killed, along with her husband, by
BAHRAM SHAH, a son of Iltutmish, near Kaithal
(Haryana).

BAHRAM SHAH (1240-42)

• “The forty” became disorderly and constantly
bickered among each other. It was during this pe-
riod of unrest that the Mongols invaded Multan
but repelled by the governor.

• The Chahalgani besieged him and put him to death
in 1242 AD.

Nasiruddin Mahmood (1246-65)

• He was the grandson of Iltutmish. He was the
posthumous son of Prince Nasiruddin eldest son
of Iltutmish.

• From Bahraich, he was rushed to the capital dis-
guised as a woman along with his mother and
placed on the throne by the conspirators. Balban
was one of the Patron of Nasiruddin who hap-
pened to be his son-in-law. Balban was appointed
for the past of NAIB-i-MAMALIKAT:

Ghiasuddin Balban (1266-1286 AD)

• He belonged to Ilberi tribe of his master Iltutmish.
His original name was Bahauddin and was pur-
chased by Iltutmish.

• He ordered the separation of military department
from the finance department (DIWAN-i-
WIZARAT) and the former was placed under a
ministry for military affairs (DIWAN-i-ARIZ)
headed by ARIZ-i-MAMALIK.

• Theory of Kingship

• ZIL-i-ILAHI

• Descendent of Afrasiab

• Purity of blood

• Sijda and Paibos

• Liquidation of the “THE FORTY”
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• Nauroj (New Year)

• Jharokha Darshan

Kaiqubad (AD 1287-1290)

• Balban was succeeded by his grandson Kaikubad,
the son of Bughra Knan, Governor of Bengal.

• He was very indolent and Luxury-loving. In 1290,
Firoz Shah the governor of Punjab gor him killed
and became king under the title of Jalal-ud-din
Khilji. Thus, the Khilji dynasty began in Delhi.

KHILJI DYNASTY

• The Khilji were one of the sixty four clans of the
turks.

Jalaluddin Khilji (1290-96 AD)

• Mongol leader Abdullah attacked in 1292. These
Mongols embraced Islam and settled down near
Delhi. These converts came to be known as NEO-
MUSALMANS.

• He sent his nephew Alauddin invaded Deogiri in
1294 AD.

• But Alauddin killed Jalaluddin after robbery at
Kara (Allahabad).

• He was first Sultan of Delhi who clearly put for-
ward the view that state should be based on the
willing support of the governed.

• First king who gave the job of Indian he married
his daughter to Ulugh khan.

Alauddin Khilji (1296-1316 AD)

• Killed his uncle after he came Devgiri. He brought

himself lot of gold, silver and wealth. When his
uncle called him he refused to cross the Ganga,
then Jaluluddin gone after crossed river and he
killed his uncle.

• Killed his uncle treacherously and won over most
of the nobles to his side by use of gold.

• Declared sultan of Delhi immediately after the
murder of Jalaluddin at Kara near Allahabad in
1296.

• Theory of Kingship

• ZIL-i-ILAHI

• I am the state

• Kingship known no kinship

• Chehra and Dagh

• Secular state Policy

• Separated Religion from the state for the first
time in the Delhi sultanate.

• First sultan have permanent army.

• His wild aims.

• Founding a new religion.

• Launching a conquest like Alexander and
called himself “Sikander-i-Saani” and sec-
ond Alexander.

• But fissile out later on by the suggestion of
ALAUL-MULK (The Kotwal of Delhi)

• Also built Hauz khas, Mahal Hazaar Satoon and
Jamait Khana Mosque in Delhi.

• His imperialism (conquered and annexed)

(Ruler)

1299 Gujrat Kam Baghela

1301 Ranthambhor Hammir Deo

1303 Chittor Ratan Singh

1305 Malwa Mohkol Dev

• South India (only conquered)

(Ruler)

1307 Deogiri Ramchandra Rao

1309 Kakatiyas of Warangal Prataprudra Deo

1311 Hoysala of Dwarsamudra Vir Ballal

1311 Pandyas of Madhurai Vir Pandya, Sudar Pandya

• His Reforms

• Abolished the Zamindari system in crown
lands.

• Stopped the practices of issuing grants of
land in lieu of state services.

• Abolished pensions and endowments.

• Local chieftains (Khut, Muqaddam,
Mukhiya choudhary) were taxed for cattle,
pastures ground and houses.
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Pasture Tax- known as Chari

House Tax- known as Ghari

• Estb. Separate Department called DIWAN-i-
MUSTKARAT for the collection of arrears of
revenue.

• Price control and Market regulation.

• Appointed Malik Qabul to be controller of
all the grain markets.

• Department of SHAHNA-i-MANDI and
DIWAN-i-RIYASAT was made responsible
for the successful implementation of the eco-
nomic regulation.

• Land Reforms

• First sultan who insisted that DOAB land
revenue would be charged on the basis of
measuring the Land under cultivation.

• BISWA was declared to be the standard unit
of measurement.

• Though Alauddin was illiterate, he was a patron
of learning and Art. There were many great poets
in his court. Both Amir Khusrau and Mir Hasan
Dehlvi enjoyed his patronage.

MUBARAK KHILJI (1316-1320)

• His name was Qutubuddin Mudarak shah.

• He was one of the sons of Alauddin, who some-
how, escaped the praying eyes of Malik Kafur.
After the death of Kajur be became the king.

• After seating himself on the throne, he tried to
win over the goodwill of the people. He cancelled
all harsh regulation started by his father.

TUGHLAQ DYNASTY

Ghiasuddin Tughlaq (1320-25 AD)

• Original name – Ghazi Malik

• First Ghazi Raza

• Sultan recovered a part of the royal treasure which
had been distributed by Khusrao khan led to the
estrangement of his relations with SHEIKH
NIZAMUDDIN AULIA – (sufi saint of Delhi).

• Reduced land tax and insisted that the rate should
not be increased 1/10 or 1/11.

• Took interest in the construction of canal for irri-
gation.

• Died fall from wooden pavilion.

Mohammad-Bin-Tughlaq (1325-1351)

• Original name – Prince Jauna (son of Ghiasuddin).

• Most highly educated of all the preceding sultan
of Delhi.

• Good Calligraphist.

• Contempary was China King Kub - Lai – Khan
of Bin Tughlaq.

• Isami (Historians) called him WISEST FOOL OF
EASTERN WORLD.

• His Reforms:-

• Transfer of the capital from Delhi to
Daulatabad (Devgiri) but not successful.

• He named Daultabad as Qubbat-Ul-Islam.

• Introduction of Token currency of bronze/
copper but failure.

• The proposed Khurasan expedition but failed
because MBT could not be maintenance and
equipment caused a heavy drainage of wealth
of army organized by him.

• Introduced Gold Dinar and silver Adali.

• For all of these Edward Thomas called him
“PRINCE OF MONEYERS”.

• Karachi expedition but failed because of
snowfall and his mostly soldiers were died.

• Taxation in the Duab:-

For this purpose he created a department of
agriculture styled DIWAN-I-KOHI. The ex-
periment failed by the corrupt officials and
old traditional pattern of cultivation. The de-
partment was wound up after three years.

• Rebellion and General upsurge

1335 -> Maduari became independent under the
leadership of Jalaluddin Ahsan shah.

1336-> Foundation of Vijayanagar by Harihar and
Bukka.

1341-47 -> Revolts of Sada Amirs and founda-
tion of Bahmani in 1347 by Hasan Gangu.

• He died at Thatta.

Firoze Shah Tughlaq (1351-1386)

• Cousin of Mohammad-Bin-Tughlaq.

• First person to introduce Jajiya.

• His father Rajab and mather, Bhatti Rajput.

• Strengthened his legal position by obtaining in-
vestiture from the Khalifa and assumed the title
of NAIB-i-AMIR-UL-MOMININ and inscribed
Khalifa’s name on the coins.

• Jamindar system started again.
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• Appoint Khan-i-Jahan Maqbul as his wazir or
prime minister.

• Ikta became hereditary.

• Theocratic tinge to the taxation by abolishing as
many as 23 cesses and only four taxes were re-
tained:

1. Kharaj -> land tax imposed on Non-Muslims

2. Khams -> warboty 1/5 (MBT,AK – 415)

3. Jajiya -> levying it on Brahmans also for the
first time.

In lieu of exemption for military service.

4. Zakat -> on Muslims 1/40 part of total in-
come.

• Revived Zagir system

• Welfare Activities

• Estb. DIWAN-i-KHAIRAT (Donation)

• DIWAN-i-BANDGAN (slaves)

• Granting old age Pension

• Opened DARUL SHIFA (Hospital)

• Estb. Madras

• Destroyed Mathura temple

• Construction Activities.

• Founded new cities like Ferozabad,
Fatehbad, Jaunpur Hissar etc.

• Construction of canal for irrigation and im-
posed taxes on it.

• Uses known as HAQ-i-SHARB (1/10 of to-
tal produces)

• Brought two Ashoka pillar to Delhi

From Topra

From Meerut

• Estb. 36 state owned factories for manufacture of
various accessories managed by DIWAN-i-
WIZARAT.

• Muhmad shah Tughlaz last king of Tughlaq Dy-
nasty.

TIMUR’S INVASION

• He was a great Mongol leader of Central Asia.
He became the head of the Chaghtai Turks at the
age of 33. Before reaching India, he had already
conquered Mesopotamia and Afghanistan. He
reached Delhi in December 1398. At that time,
Nasiruddin Mahmud was the ruler.

• Timur ordered general massacre in Delhi and
robbed people mercilessly.

• He is said to have inflicted on India more misery
than had ever before been inflicted by any con-
queror in single invasion. The Tughlaq Empire
could never recover from such a terrible blow and
came to an end.

THE SAYYID DYNASTY (1414-51)

Khizr khan (1414-1421)

• Founded the dynasty and claimed to have descend-
ed from the prophet of Islam.

• He helped Timur in his invasion, so he was given
the governorship of Lahore, very weak and he
didn’t take up the title of king and contended him-
self  with that of Rayat-i-Ala. The coins were
struck and Khutba was read in the name of Timur
and after his death in the name of his successor,
Shah Rukh.

• Khizr Khan’s 3 successors

• Mubarak shah

• Muhammad shah
•

Alauddin Alam shah

• Provided opportunity to Bahlul lodhi.

THE LODHI DYNASTY

• They were Afghan by race considered the first
Afghan dynasty of India.

Bahlul Lodhi (1451-1489)

• Conquered Jaunpur by ousting Sharqui Dynasty

• Founder of Lodhi Dynasty

Sikandar Lodhi (1489-1517 AD)

• Nizam Khan, son of Hindu goldsmith’s daughter.

• He shifted his capital in 1504 AD for Delhi to
Agra which was developed as a town.

• Renounced the idea of Sultan as 1st among equals.

• Jaunpur was annexed to Agra to command areas
of eastern Rajasthan

• Founder of Agra city.

• Introduced the Gaz-i-Sikandari 32 digits for mea-
suring cultivated fields.

• Was a poet himself and wrote verses in Persian
under the Pen-name of Gurumukhi.

• Repaired Qutub Minar.

• He abolished Octroi duty on grains.

• He reimposed the Jajiya on the Hindus.

Ibrahim Lodhi (AD 1517-26)

• He was the last king of Lodhi dynasty and last
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Sultan of Delhi sultanate.

• Was defeated and killed by Babur in the First
Battle of Panipat in 1526.

• No Sultan of Delhi Sultanate except Ibrahim had
been killed on the battlefield.

• With this the sultanate of Delhi ended.

CAUSES OF DECLINE OF DELHI SULTANATE

• War of succession.

• Incompetent ruler like Feroz shah Tughlaq and
his successors.

• Greed and incompetency of ruler.

• Defective administrative system.

• Financial of Timur.

CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (13TH-15TH
CENTURY)

Art and Architecture

• The use of arch and the dome is the special fea-
ture of the Muslim architecture. As the arch and
dome needed strong cement, finer quality of mor-
tar became wide-spread in north India.

• The Tughlaq built walls called batter combining
the principles of arch and the lintel and beam
(started first time).

Music

• New musical modes and instruments like rabab
and sarangi were introduced.

• Amir Khusrau introduced many Persian Arabic
ragas. Also invented the sitar.

• Kavvali, Ghazal, Sitar, Tabla was first time intro-
duced.

Painting

• Paper was introduced by the Arabs in the 15th
century and this patronized painting.

Literature

• Udayaraja wrote Rana Vinoda on Mahmud
Begarha.

• Merutanga’s Prabandha Chintamani.

• A no. of Sanskrit works – Rajatarangani
Mahabharata, Koka shastra – were translated into
Persian.

• Zai Nakshabi’s Tuti Nama (a translation of San-
skrit stories into Persian) was very popular.

Provincial Kingdoms

• Broke away from Delhi under the resign of
Muhammad bin Tughlaq.

• In 1342, Ilyas khan founded a new dynasty.

• Famous Sultan ws Ghiyas-ud-din Azam who es-
tablished friendly relations with China and en-
couraged trade and commerce.

• The celebrated poet, Maladhar Basu, compiler of
Sri-Krishna Vijay, was patronized by the sultan
and was given the title of “Gunaraja Khan”.

Gujarat

• Broke away from Delhi in 1397, under Zafar Khan
who assumed the title of sultan Muzaffar shah.

• His grandson Ahmed Shah-1 built a new city,
Ahmedabad. He built Jama Masjid of Ahmedabad
and Teen Darwaza.

• The next prominent ruler was Mahmud Begarha.
In his reign, Portugese set up a factory at Diu. His
court poet was the Sanskrit Scholar, Udayraja.

• In 1573, Akbar annexed Gujarat to his empire.

Malwa

• Malwa was annexed by Alauddin Khilji in 1305
and remained a part of Sultanate until its Gover-
nor, Dhiawan khan Ghuri asserted his indepen-
dence in 1435.

BUILDINGS  OF  DELHI  SULTANATE

Qutubuddin Aibak

• Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque in Delhi.

• Dhai-din-ka – Jhopra mosque in Ajmer.

• Started construction of Qutub-Minar.

Iltutmish

• Shamshi Madarsa

• Makbra of Iltutmish

• Construction of Qutub Minar

Alauddin Khalji

• Alai Darwaja (Qutubminar Gateway)

• Started construction of a minor but failed to com-
plete it beyond the 1st story.

Ghiasuddin Tughlaq

• Purana Qila

Feroz S. Tughlaq

• Kotla Feroz Shah Fortification.

Lodhis

• Tombs

• Double dome 1st time in Sikandar Lodhi’s tomb.

• After that in Humayun’s tomb Taj Mahal.

Literature of Delhi Sultanate



35

• Alberuni Tarikh-i-Hind or Kitab-ul-Hind in Ara-
bic.

In 1018-19 AD he accompanied the invading
hordes of Mahmud of Ghazni.

He made extensive use of the Sanskrit literature.

• Utbi wrote Tarikh-i-yamini or Kitab-ul-yamini. He
was attached to the personal staff of Mahmud of
Ghazni and never accompanied Mahmud to In-
dia. His book is a fine example of Arabic.

• Hasan Nizami Taajul Maasir

• Minhaj wrote Tabaqat-i-Nasiri

• Amir Khusrao (poet can historian)

Miftah-ul-futuh (Jalaludin Khalzi)

Khajain-ul-futuh (Alauddin Khalzi)

Kiran-us-Sadain

Nuh Sipihr (Praises India)

Tughlaqnama (a Ghiasuddin Tughlaq)

• He adorned the courts of the Sultans from
Balban to Ghiasuddin Tughlaq. He was the
disciple of Nizamuddin Aulia.

• For the first time Amir Khusrao used Hindi
words into the Persian literature. He also in-
troduced various ragas called Aiman Ghora
of Badal etc.

• He came to be called as parrot of India (Tuti-
i-Hind)

• Ziauddin Barni wrote Tarikh-i-Firozshahi and
Fatwa-i-Jahandari during the reign of Ferozshah
Tughlaq.

• Barni was the close associate of Amir
Khusrao.

• Feroz Shah Tughlaq wrote his biography
Futuhat-i-Feroz Shahi (Futuh = autobiography in
Persian)

• Isami – Futuh-us-Salatain

• Ibn-Batuta – He was the inhabitant of Tangier,
Morocco come to Delhi in 1336 during Md-bin-
Tughlaq and patronized by him He wrote his trav-
elogue in Arabic named REHLA.

VIJAYNAGAR KINGDOM

Founded in 1336 as a result of the political and
cultural movement against Tughlaq authority in
the south

THE SANGAMS (1336-1485)

• The Empire of Vijaynagar was founded by

Harihara-I and Bukka two of the five sons of
Sangama.

Deva Raya I

• He constructed a dam across the river
Tungabhadra to bring canal into city to relieve
the shortage of water.

• His court was adorned by the gifted Telegu poet
Srinath, the author of Haravilasam.

Deva Raya II

• Was the greatest Sangama ruler, believed to be
the incarnation of Indra

• He wrote Mahanataka sudhaidhi and a commen-
tary on the Brahma Sutras of Badaryana (Both in
Sanskrit).

• The inscription speak of his title
“Gajabetekara”(The Elephant Hunter)

• Sangama dynasty was replaced by Salva which
lasted for 2 decades. Ultimately, a new dynasty
called Tuluva Dynasty was founded by Vira
Narsimha

TULUVA DYNASTY

• Founder was Vir Narsimha to avoid anarchy and
to save kingdom.

Krishandeva Raya (1509-1529 AD)

• Most prominent and famous ruler of Vijay nagar.

• His political ideas are contained in his Telegu
work “AMUKTAMALYADA”.

• As a great patron of literature he was known as
Abhinava Bhoja, Andhra Pitamaha and Andhra
bhoja.

• Eight great poets of Telegu, known as Ashta
Diggaja adorned his court. Pedanna wrote
Manucharitam, while Tenalirama was author of
Panduranga Mahamatyam.

• Built a new city “Nagalapuram” and decorated it
with hazura temple and Vithaswamy temple.

• Sadasiva, the last ruler of the dynasty, was a pup-
pet in the hands of his PM, Rama Raya, who was
an able but arrogant man.

• During the reign of Achyuta Raya (king after
Krishandeva Raya) the power vested in Ramraya.
He fought Battle of Rakshasa Tangodi (1565) with
four powers of Muslim state excluding Bidar.

Aravidu Dynasty(1570-1649AD)

• Founded by Tirumal

• Aravidu dynasty lingered on for almost 100 years,
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but without any political influence.

Admn.

• Military fief studded the whole length and breadth
of the empire, each under a Nayak or military lead-
er authorized to collect revenue and to administer
a specified area provided, he maintained an agreed
number of beast of burden. This system was non
transferrable and hereditary.

RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT

THE SUFIS

There were 3 chief orders of Sufis in India. The
Chisti, the Suharawadi and the Silsilah of Firdausi.

1. The Chisti

• The Chisti order was established by Khwaja
Muinuddin Chisti. His two main disciples were
Bhaktiyar Kaki and Shaikh  Hamiduddin Sufi
Nizamuddin Auliya was also his disciple.

2. Suharawadi

• It was popular in Punjab and Sindh.

• Popular saints were Shaikh Shihabuddin
Suharawardi and Hamid-ud-din Nagory.

3. The Firdausi

• It was a branch of Suhrawardi and its activities
were confined to Bihar. It was popularized by
Shaikh Sharfuddin Vahya who was disciple of
Khwaja Nizamuddin Firdausi.

THE BHAKTI MOVEMENT

1. Ramanuja (12th Century)

• Earliest exponent of Bhakti movement. Accord-
ing to him, the way of Moksha lies through Karma
gyan and Bhakti.

• He gone the concept of Vishishtadvaita

2. Nimbarkara

• The next leader of Bhakti Movement was
Nimbarkara a younger contemporary of
Ramanuja.

• He was a worshipper of Radha and Krishna.

3. Madhavacharya (1238-1317)

• He ranks with Ramanuja in the Vedanta system.
He said that release from transmigration can be
secured only by means of knowledge and devo-
tion.

4. Ramanand (15th Century)

• First great Bhakti saint of north India.

• Worshipper of Lord Ram.

• His followers were:

Ravidas – cobbler

Kabir – Weaver

Sena – Barber

Namdeva – Tailor

Sadhana - Butcher

5. Guru Nanak Devji

• Nanak was born in the village of Talwandi (Now
called Nankana in present day Pakistan).

• He laid great emphasis on the purity of character
and conduct as the first condition of approaching
God and the need of a Guru for guidance.

• His concept of God was Nirguna and Nirankar.

• He didn’t believe in the Vedas and the Quran.

6. Kabir: (1440-1518)

• Kabir was not only concerned with religious re-
form but also wished to change the society.

• He composed Bijak, Sabads and Akhis, Mangal,
Basant, Holi, Rekhtal etc.

7. Chaitanya: (1485-1534)

• Chaitanya of Bengal traveled throughout India and
popularized Krishna cult. “Kirtan system” was
given by Chaitanya only.

8. Meerabai(1498-1546)

• Meerabai of Rajasthan was follower of lord
Krishna.

• Rathor princess of Merataand daughter in law of
Rana Sanga of Mewar.

• Wrote the verse Padavali.

9. Surdas (1497 to 1584)

• Disciple of Vallabhacharya.

• A blind poet of Agra.

• Sang the glory of Krishna in his “Sursagar”.

10. Namdeva (AD 1270-1350)

• He was tailor by caste, opposed caste distinction.

• He founded Vakari sect or the cult of Vithoda.

11. Tukaram (1598-1650)

• He was associated with Dharkari and Varkari sect.

• He wrote devotional poems called Abhangas.

• He was the teacher of Shivaji.

12. Tulsi Das (AD 1532-1623)

• Contemporary to Akbar work-Ramcharitamanas,
Kavitawali, Gitawali, Parvati Mangal, Janaki
Mangal.
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13. Dadu Dyal (AD 1554-1603)

• Born in Ahmedabad to Muslim parents, brought
by a Hindu.

• Teachings collected in a book called “Bani”.

• Disciple-sundaradasa, Rajjab, Bakham and Warid.

14. Vallabhacharya (1478-153)

• Tailanga a Brahmana, advocated the worship of
Krishna and dedication of everything of him
alone.

15. Narsingh Mehta

• He was a saint from Gujrat who wrote songs in
Gujarati depiction the love of Radha Krishna. He
is author of Mahatma Gandhi’s favorite Bhajan
“Vishnava jan ko”.

             Philosophies of Various Bhakti

Saints Philosophies
Saints

Advaitavad Sankracharya

Vishishta Advaita Ramanuja

Sudha Advaita Ballabhacharya

Dvaitadvaita Nimbarka

Achintya Bhedavedavad Chaitanya

Dvaitavad Madhavacharya
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Babur (1526-1530)

• Was a descendent of Timur on his father’s side
and Chengiz Khan on his mother side His family
belonged to Chaghatayids.

• Originally ruled over Farghana (Afghanistan). He
became the sultan at the early age of 12, when his
father Sultan Umar Shaikh Mirza died.

Early battles:

1. Battle of Panipat (21 April 1526 AD)

• Defeated Ibrahim Lodhi

• Use of Guns

• Tulguma system of warfare

• Distributed all his wealth among his soldiers and
earn the title Shah Qalandar.

2. Battle of Khanwah (March 1527 AD)

• Defeated Rana Sana

• Declared Jehad for this battle.

3. Battle of Chanderi (January 1528 AD)

• Defeated Medini Rai

• Sher Shah Suri fought for Babur.

4. Battle of Ghaghra (May 1529 AD)

• Against the ruler of Bengal Nusrat Shah.

• Wrote his memoir in Turkey as “TUJUK-i-
BABRI”

HUMAYUN (1530-40 AD) & Again 1555 to 1556 AD

• Full Name – Nasiruddin Mohammad
Humayun.

• Battle of Dadrah in 1532 AD against Afghans.

• An expedition against the ruler of Gujarat
Bahadur Shah in 1535-36.

• Battle of Kannauj 1540: Humayun was defeat-
ed by Sher Suri and rule of Afghan began in 1540
and continued up to 1555 A.D. After two success-
ful battle (Macchiwara and Sirhind)

• Humayun regained his empire in 1555 but died
soon in 1556 after a fall from the stairs of his per-
sonal library.

• Gulbadan Begum, his half-sister wrote Humayun-
nama.

Sher Shah Suri (1540-1545)

(The Afghan Interlude)

• Real name was Farid. Began his career with the

administration of his father Hasan’s IQTA at
Sahasram in south Bihar.

• Later he moved to the court of the Afghan ruler
of Bihar, Sultan Muhammad Nuhani, who gave
him the title “Sher Khan’ for his bravery.

• Died in 1545 while campaigning against Kalinjar
Fort.

Sher Shah’s Administration

• For administrative convenience, Sher shah divid-
ed his whole empire into provinces, which were
further divided into 47 division called Sarkar (un-
der Shiqdar-Shiqdaran and Munsif-i-Musifan) and
Sarkar into smaller parganas (under Shiqdar and
Amin). In the field of central administration, Sher
Shah followed the sultanate pattern. There were
four main central departments viz Diwan-i-
wizarat, Diwan-i-arz, Diwan-i-insha and Diwan-
i-rasalat.

• Admin: Central -> Provincial ->Sarkars(shiq) ->
Pargana -> village.

Reforms

• Restored the old imperial road from the river Indus
to Sonar gaon in Bengal.

• We are told that Sher Shah built 1700 Sarais (Rest
houses).

• He struck fine coins of silver (Rupya) and copper
of uniform standard.

AKBAR (1556-1605 AD)

• Jalaluddin Muhmmad Akbar.

• Had been born at Amarkot on 15 oct 1542 when
Humayun was in hight from Bikaner.

Cordination 1556 AD

• When Akbar was at Kalanaur camp aining against
Sikandaar sur news was received of Humayun’s
death at Delhi after a fall from his library. Nobles
raised Akbar to the throne and Bairam khan was
appointed Wakil Mutlaq (Regent).

Akbar’s conquests and Annexation :

• 2ndBattle of Panipat (1556 AD) -> Hemu VS
Bairam Khan and Hemu was defeated.

• 1561 Malwa - Baz Bahadur

• 1564 Garh Katanga – Rani Durgawati

• 1568-69 Chittor, Ranthambhor, Kalinger

11. MUGHALS
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• Acceptance of Mughal suzerainty: Amber,
Marwar, Bikaner, Jaisalmer

• 1573 Gujarat

• 1574-76 Conquest of Bihar and Bengal

• 1576 Attempt to conquest Mewar Battle of
Haldighati with Rana Pratap.

Akbar’s Policy and Reform:

1. Rajput Policy – Growth of a composite ruling
class.

2. Religious Policy

3. Land revenue Policy

4. Admin Policy and Reform

5. Theory of Kingship

Important Aspects of Akbar’s Rule:

• Ralph Fitch (1585) was the first Englishman to
visit Akbar’s court.

• Abolished Jaziya in 1564 and the tax on pilgrims.
The use of beef was also forbidden.

• Believed in Sul-i-Kul or peace to all.

• Built Ibadatkhana (Hall of Prayers) at Fatehpur
Sikri.

• In 1579 Akbar issued the Decree of Infallibility.

• Formulated an order called Din-i-Ilahi or Tauhid-
i-Ilahi in 1581.

• His land revenue system was known as Todar Mal
bandobast or Zabti system.

• Under the Dahsala system land was classified into
four categories viz Polaj, Parvati, Chachar and
Banjar.

Polaj -> annually cultivated

Parvati -> left fallow for short period

Chachar -> left fallow for 3 to 4 years

Banjar -> uncultivated for 5 years

• Also introduced the Mansabdari system to orga-
nize the nobility as well as the army. Mansabdar
meant halder of a rank. There were two ranks Zat
and Sawar.

• Zat fixed the status and standing in the adminis-
trative hierarchy while sawar fixed the number of
troopers held by the Mansabdar. It wasn’t a he-
reditary system.

AKBAR’S NAVRATNAS

1. Abul Fazl –> Wazir of Akbar and author of the
Akbar’s reign.

2. Faizi –> Abul Fazl’s brother. He was historian

in Akbar’s court.

3. Tansen –> One of the greatest musician.

4. Raja Birbal –> courtier in the administration of
Akbar. He was poet and author Akbar also con-
ferred on him the title of “Raja”.

5. Raja Todar Mal –> was Akbar’s finance minis-
ter Akbar bestowed on the raja the title Diwan-i-
Ashraf.

6. Raja Man singh –> was the Kacchawaha raja
of Amber. He was mansabdar and trusted gener-
al of Akbar.

7. Abdul Rahim khan-E-Khana –> was a poet and
the son of Akbar’s caretaker, Bairam khan.

8. Faqir Aziao Din –> was one of Akbar’s chief
advisors.

9. Mullah Do Piaza –> was among the Mughal
Emperor Akbar’s chief advisors. Akbar regard-
ed his advice in high esteem.

Highlights of Akbar’s Reign

• Abolition of the practice of converting Pows to
Islam - 1562.

• Abolition of Pilgrimage Tax – 1563

• Abolition of Jajiya – 1564

• Establishment of Ibadat Khana – 1575

• Issue of Mahzar – 1578

• Foundation of Din-i-Ilahi – 1581

• Ban on killing animals on certain day - 1583

JAHANGIR(1605-1627)

• Akbar’s eldest surviving son Salim assumed the
title of Nur-ud-din-Muhammad Jahangir.

• The fifth Sikh Guru, Guru Arjun Dev, had helped
Khusrau, so he was also executed of after 5 days
of torture.

• Rana Amar singh (son of Maharana Pratap) of
Mewar submitted before Jahangir in 1615. Rana’s
son Karan singh was made a mansabdar in the
Mughal court.

• Faced a formidable opponent in Malik Amber in
his expedition to Ahmednagar.

• His greatest failure was the loss of Kandahar to
Persia in 1622.

• The most important event in Jahangir’s life was
his marriage to Mehr-un-Nisa, the widow of Sher
Afghani in 1611. The title of Nur Jahan was con-
ferred on her.
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• She had great influence on Jahangir’s life, as she
was given the status of Padshsh Begum, coins
were struck in her name and all royal Farmans
beared her name.

• She got high positions for her father (Itmad-ud-
daulah), and her brother (Asaf khan). She mar-
ried Asaf’s daughter, Mumtaz Mahal to Khurram
(later Shahjahan).

• Captain Hawkins (1608-11) and Sir Thomas Roe
(1615-1619) visited his court. Due to the efforts
of Sir Thomas Roe English factories were estab-
lished at Surat and some other places.

• Had a chain of justice outside his palace in Agra
(called Zinzir-i-Adil). He also laid a number of
gardens, such as the Shalimar and Nishat gardens
in Kashmir.

• He forbade the killing of animals for food on
Thursdays and Fridays.

• Died in 1627 at Bhimbar in Kashmir. Body bur-
ied in Dilkusha garden of Shahdara.

• In his Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri (autobiography) he de-
scribed his drinking habit.

SHAHJAHAN (1628-1658)

• Jahangir’s death made the struggle for the throne
imminent. Nur Jahan alerted Shahryar to prepare
for war. Asaf Khan sent messangers to Khurram,
urging him to come to Agra. Asaf Played for time
by proclaiming one of Jahangir’s favorites,
Khusrau’s son Dawar Baksh, king Shahryar pro-
claimed himself king but Asaf Khan defeated him.

• Shahjahan also expelled the Portuguese from
Hughli, as they were abusing their trading privi-
leges.

• In 1639, Shahjahan secured Kandahar and imme-
diately fortified it. But Persia wrested Kandhahar
from the Mughals in 1649. Shahjahan sent three
expeditions to recover Knadahar, but all failed.

• Shah Jahan appointed Shahiji Bhonsle into his
service.

• In 1636 Shah Jahan arrived in Daulatabad. The
Ahmadnagar kingdom was unable to resist the
Mughal on slaught and lost its independence.

• Both Bijapur and Golconda signed a treaty with
emperor. Khandesh, Berar, Telengana and
Daulatabad were made into four Mughal prov-
inces.

• The first viceroy, Aurangzeb,controlled all four

provinces from 1636 to 1644. In 1652, he was
appointed the viceroy of Deccan again. He made
Khirki, founded by Malik Ambar, the capital of
Mughal Deccan and named it Aurangabad.

• The financial bickering between the father and
son formed a large part of Aurangzeb’s correspon-
dence known as Adab-i-Alamgiri.

• Shah Jahan’s sudden illness in 1657 plunged the
empire into a civil war.

• Ultimately, Aurangzeb took control and he was
made the prisoner in the Agra Fort, being looked
after by his daughter, Jahan Ara, till his death in
1666.

• His reign is considered the “Golden Age” of the
Mughal Empire.

• 2 frenchmen, Bernier and Tavernier, and Italian
adventurer Monucci , visited during his reign.

AURANGZEB ALAMGIR (1658-1707)

• At the time of shahjanjan’s illness, Darawas in
Delhi and the other brothers were in different plac-
es. Shuja in Bengal, Murad in Gujarat and
Aurangzeb in Deccan.

• Aurangzeb first defeated the imperial army at
Dharmat and then defeated a force led by Dara in
the Battle of Samugarh. Thereafter, he entered
Agra and crowned himself with the title of
‘Alamgir’ (conquer of the world).

• Under him the Mughal Empire reached its great-
est extent, and the largest single state ever known
in India from the down of history to the rise of
British power was formed.

• His reign can be broadly divided into two 25 years.

Perids:  first in the affairs of North India when
the Maratha power under Shivaji emerged, and
second marked by his preoccupations about the
affairs of Deccan.

• He caused serious rift in the Mughal Rajput alli-
ance by his policy of annexation of Marwar in
1639 after the death Raja Jaswant singh.

• In 1675, he ordered the arrest and execution of
Sikh Guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur.

• In 1679, he reimposed Jaziyah. Also, Zauroj, sing-
ing in the court, and the practice of Jharokha-
darshah were banned. Also forbade inscription of
Kalma (the Muslim credo) on the coins.

• When he was conduction the campaign against
Marwar, his son Akbar rebelled in 1681.
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• The Mughal conquests reached the territorial cli-
max during his reign, as Bijapur (1686) and
Golcunda (1687) were annexed to the Mughal
Empire. The Mughal Empire stretched from Kash-
mir in the west to Chittagong in the east.

• Patronized the greatest digest of Muslim law in
India, Fatwa-i-Alamgiri.

• He was called a ‘Darvesh or a ‘Zinda Pir’.

• He also forbade Sati.

MUGHAL’S PAINTING

HUMAYUN

• He invited 2 Persian artists, Mir Sayyid Ali and
Abdus Samad who became his court painters.

AKBAR

• Organized painting in imperial Karkhanas and also
introduced European style.

• Abdus Samad, Farrukh Beg, Bhusrau Kuli,
Jamshed, Basawan, Daswanth, etc. were the prom-
inent painters.

• Daswanth painted the Razm Namah (Persian
Mahabharata).

JAHANGIR

• Painting reached its zenith under Jahangir.

• Special progress was made in portrait painting and
painting of animals. Bishan Das was master of
portraits while Ustad Mansur specialized in ani-
mal painting.

• Use of ‘Halo’ or Divine Lights started under
Jahangir.

MUGHAL LITERATURE

• Khan Abdur Rahman translated Babur’s Tuzuk-i-
Buburi from Turki to Persian during Akbar’s reign.

• Abdul Fazal composed Ain-i-Akbari and
Akbarnamah.

• Abdul Qadir Badauni, who was in Akbar’s court,
wrote: Kitab-ul-Tawarikh, Tarikh-Alfi and
Muntakhab-ul-Akbari.

• Jahangir composed his memoir, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri
(in Persian language), and patronized the valu-
able dictionary, Farhang-i-Jahangiri.

• During Jahangir’s reign Hamid wrote Padshah
Namah and Khafi Khan wrote Muntakhab-i-
Luhab.

• Dara Shikoh was a great scholar. He translated
Upanishads and Bhagavad-Gita. He also wrote
Majm-ul-Bahrain, Safi-ul-Auliya, Sainat-ul-
Auliya, Hasanat-ul-Arifin, and Majma-ul-
Bahrain.

• Mirza Md. Qazim wrote Alamgirnama.

• Ishwar Das Nagar wrote Fatunat-i-Alamgiri.

• Nimat Khan Ali wrote Waqai-i-Hyderabad (con-
quest of Golconda by Aurangzeb).

TAJ MAHAL

• Shah Jahan commissioned its construction for his
wife Arjuman Bano, better known as Mumtaz
Mahal, in 1631. It was constructed in 22 years.

• Ustad Isa and Isa Muhammad Effendi are credit-
ed with a key role in the architectural design of
the complex.

• The main dome was designed by Ismail Khan.

MUGHAL ARCHITECTURE

Babur • Mosque at Kabulibagh in Panipat.

• Mosque at Sambhal in Rohilkhand.

Humayun • Laid the foundation of the city Din Panah of Delhi.

• Built Jamali Mosque and Mosque of Isa Khan at Delhi.

• Humayun’s tomb is called prototype of Taj Mahal. It
was built by his widow Haji Begum.

Akbar • Built Agra for (in red sandstone).

• He also built Fatehpur Sikri (city of victory) near Agra.
In Fatehpur Sikri are the Panch Mahal, Diwan-i-Khas,
Diwan-i-Aam, Jodhabai’s Palace and Sheikh Salim
Chishti’s tomb. Buland Darwaza (53m high) is locat-
ed Agra.
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• Built his own tomb at Sikandra, near Agra.

• Built the temple of Govindadeva at Vrindavan.

Jahangir • With Jahangir’s reign, the practice of putting up build-
ings in marble and decorating the walls with floral
designs made of semi-precious stones started. This
method of decoration was known as Pieta durra.

• Nurjahan built the tomb of Itmad-ud-Daula at Agra.

• Jahangir built Moti Masjid at Lahore and his own
Mausoleum at Shahdara (Lahore).

Shahjahan • Built Taj Mahal, Moti Masjid at Agra, Jama Masjid
and Red Fort at Delhi, Shalimar Bagh at Lahore and
city of Shahjahanabad.

• Also built Bussaman Burz at Agra (where he spent
his last years in captivity), Sheesh Mahal etc.

• He got the peacock throne built by Bebadal Khan on
which Amir Khusrau’s couplet – ‘It there is a paradise
on earth, it is here, are inscribed.

Aurangzeb • Built Moti Masjid at Delhi and Badshahi Mosque at
Lahore.

LATER MUGHALS/FALL OF THE MUGHALS

The empire lost power after Aurangazeb’s rule.
His successors were weak and incapable ruler.

Bahadur shah (1707-1712)

• Assumed the title of Shah Alam I. was also known
as Shah-i-Bekhabar. He made peace with Guru
Gobind singh and Chhatrasal.

• He granted Sardeshmukhi to Marathas and also
released Shanu.

Jahandar Shah (1712-13)

• First puppet Mughal emperor

• He abolished Jaziya

Farrukhsiyar (1713-18)

• Ascended the throne with the help of Sayyid broth-
ers.

• He excepected Banda Bahadur.

• Furrukhsiyar himself was murdered by the Sayyid
brothers with Maratha help in 1718.

Mohammad Shah (1718-48)

• Nadir shah (of Iran) defeated him in the Battle of
Karnal. During his tenure, Chin Kilich Khan
founded Hyderabad, Murship Quli khan founded
and Saddat khan laid down the foundation of
Awadh out of realms of Mughal Empire.

Alamgir II (1754-59)

Shah Alam II (1759-1806)

• Shah Alam II joined hand with Mir Qasim of Ben-
gal and Suja-ud-Daula of Awadh in the Battle of
Buxar againt the Brithish in 1764. They were de-
feated.

Akbar II (1806-37)

• He gave Rammohan the title “Raja”.

• He sent Raja Ram Mohan Roy to London to seek
a raise in his allowance.

Bahadur Shah II (1837-57)

• He was confined by British to the Red fort, dur-
ing the revolt of 1857; he was proclaimed the
Emperor by the rebels. He was deported to
Rangoon after that.

MUGHAL ADMINISTRATION

• The entire kingdom was divided into Suba or
Pranta, Suba into Sarkar, Sarkar into Pargana and
the Pargana into villages.

• Babur and Humayun had a Prime Minister known
as Vakil. The office of Vakil, was however, dis-
continued after Bairam Khan.

• Wazir was the Prime Minister.

• Diwan was the head of the revenue department.

• Mir Bakshi: Military Department.

• Jhan-i-Saman: Royal house-hold.

• Qazi-ul-qazat: Judicial Department. The Qazis
were helped by the Muftis.
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• Sadr-us-Sadr: Charitable and religious endow-
ments.

• Mustaufi: Auditor-General

• Amil: Judicial officer in civil and judicial dis-
putes.

• Quanungo: Head accountant.

• Lambardar: Village headman.

• Patwari: Village accountant.

• During Akbar’s reign the empore was divided into
Khalisa (crown lands), Jagirs (land granted to
nobles) and inam (Land granted to religious and
learned men).

THE MARATHAS

• Rose to prominence under Shivaji.

• He was born to Shahji Bhonsle and Jijabai n 1627
at fortress of Shivner in Poona. Shahji was a mil-
itary officer in the state of Bijapur and he owned
the territory of Poona as a Jagir.

• He was highly impressed by his mother, Dadaji
Kondadeo (his guardian), Guru Ramdas Samarth
and Tuka Ram, both Bhakti Saints.

• From 1656 he started capturing many forts from
the local officers of Bijapur.

• Ali Adil Shah, Sultan of Bijapur sent Afzal khan
to teach Shivaji a lesson in 1659. But Shivaji killed
him in a meeting with his tiger claws.

• Ultimately, in 1662 the Sultan of Bijapur made
peace with shivaji and acknowledge him as an
independent ruler of his conquered territories.

• Aurangazeb got worried by Shivaji’s extensive
conquests. He sent Shaishta Khan (Viceroy of
Mughal Deccan) to kill him. Here again, in a dar-
ing manner, Shivaji attacked Shaista Khan’s camp
in night, injuring him.

• Then Aurangazeb send Raja Jai Singh (of Am-
ber) who forced him to sign the Treaty of Purnadar
in 1665. Under the treaty, Shivaji had to surren-
der 23 of his major fort out of the total 35 forts.
Shivaji also agreed to help the Mughals in their
attack of Bijapur.

• Shivaji visited Agra with his son Sambhaji in
1666. There he was put on a house arrest. But he
escaped from there, concealing in a basket of
sweets.

• He very soon conquered all the forts which he
had surrendered to the Mughals.

• He defeated a Mughal force in the Battle of
Salherin 1672.

• He was crowned in 1674 at Raigarh and assumed
the titles of Chhatrapati he became the sovereign
ruler of Maharashtra.

• Unfortunately, Shivaji didn’t live long he died
1680 at the age of 53.

MARATHAS AFTER SHIVAJI

• After Shivaji, his son Sambhaji (1680-9) succeed-
ed throne (although a lot many supported his step-
brother, Rajaram). He was a man of loose charac-
ter and spent all his time in merry-making. When
Aurangzeb was busy in his campaigns against
Bijapur and Golconda, he and his followers did
not take full advantage of the opportunity. When
Sambhaji gave shelter to Aurangzeb’s rebel son,
Akbar, he was executed and his infant son, Shivaji
II, better known as Shahu, was taken captive by
Aurnagazeb.

• Sambhaji was succeeded by Rajaram in 1689.
Rajaram also lacked the qualities of his father.
He was hardly ten when his father died and he
was kept a prisoner by his brother Sambhaji. The
result was that he failed to get the education which
was necessary for his status. However, he was
fortunate in having brilliant advisors and helpers.
Initially, he was successful against the Mughals.
But he was killed 1700 when Aurangzeb himself
conducted an expedition against him. After Raja
Ram’s death, his widow Tarabi put her infant son,
shivaji III on the throne.

• After the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, Shahu was
released by Aurangzeb’s successor, Bahadur Shah
I now he claimed the government. His release led
to the Maratha civil war between Shahu and
Tarabai. In the Civil war Shahu emerged victori-
ous (Battle of Khed) with the help of Balaji
Vishwanath, the founder of the live of Peshwas.
After the battle, Tarabai retired to Kolhapur with
her son.

• In the reign of Shahu, the Peshwas or Prime Min-
ister, Balaji Vishwanath, virtually became the ruler
of the state. From now onward sbegan the rule of
the Peshwas who had their seat of Powar at Poona.
(Shahu’s capital was Satara).

• In all, there were seven Peshwas, namely:

• Balaji Vishwanath (1713-20)
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• Balaji Baji Rao I (1720-40)

• Balaji Baji Rao (1740-61)

• Madho Rao (1761-72)

• Narayana Rao (1772-73)

• Madho Rao Narayana (1773-95)

• Baji Rao II (1795-1818)

• Of these seven Peshwas, the ablest was Baji Rao
I and the weakest and most incompetent was Baji
Rao II.

• Baji Rao II signed the Treaty of Bassein in 1802
with the British, which gave the British effective
control of not only the Maratha region but also of
the Deccan and western India.

• Under Peshwas, Maratha kingdom transformed
into an empire based on the principle of confed-
eracy, in which prominent Maratha chiefs were
assigned a territory as their ‘sphere of influence’,
which they were supposed to conquer on their own
and which they can administer autonomously.

• Consequently, several Maratha families became
prominent in different parts of India:

• Gaekwad in Baroda, Bhonsle at Nagur, Holkar at
Indore, Scindia at Gwalior,  Peshwa at Poona.

MARATHA ADMINISTRATION

• Besides the land revenue, Chauth or 1/4th land
revenue was the main revenue.

• Sardeshmukhi was an additional levy of 10% on
those lands of Maharashtra over which the
Marathas claimed hereditary rights, but which
formed part of the Mughal Empire.

• Shivaji was helped by 8 ministers of Ashta
Pradhana.

1. Peshwa or Mukhya Prahdan (Prime Minis-
ter).

2. Majumdar or Amatya (Finance Minister)

3. Mantri or Waquinavis (Personal safety of
royal secretariat).

4. Sachiva or surunovis (Incharge of Royal
Secretariat)

5. Samant or Dabir (Foreign Minister).

6. Senapati (Commander in chief).

7. Pandit Rao (Chief Religious Advisor).

8. Nyayadnish (Administration of Justice).

• With the exception of Nyayadnish and Pandit
Rao,all other ministers were required to command
armies and lead expeditions.

• Later, Rajaram created a new post of Pratinidhi,
thus taking the total ministers to nine.

MYSORE

• In the second half of the 18th century, the rise of
Mysore under Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan and their
alliance with the French was seen as a danger to
the British Power in India.

• Mysore emerged as a powerful throne under
Haider Ali who became the king in 1761.

• He used western military training to strengthen
his army.

• In the I Anglo-Mysore war (1767-1769), Haider
Ali faced the Triple Alliance of English, the Nizam
and the Marathas. As Haider Ali was a great dip-
lomat, he bought off the Marathas and won over
the Nizam and thus broke the alliance. The war
was brought to an end by signing of the Treaty of
Madras 1769.

• Hyder Ali died in 1782 during the II Anglo-Mysore
war. His son Tipu Sultan carried on the war till
1784 when the two sides concluded peace by sign-
ing the Treaty of Mangalore.

• Tipu planted a tree of liberty at Srirangapatnam.
He employed French officers to train his army and
showed a keen interest in French revolution and
became a member of the Jacobin Club.

• He assumed the title of PADSHAH in 1797.

• In the III Anglo-Mysore war (1789-1792) he was
defeated by the triple alliance of British, Nizam
and the Marathas and had to sign the Treaty of
Srirangapatnam. By this treaty, Tipu ceded half
of his territory to the English and paid a large
Amount as war indemnity.

• He was defeated and killed in the IV Anglo-
Mysore war by Lord Wellesley (1799).
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12. DECAY OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE

Aurangazeb's death in 1707 in Deccan led to war
of succession among his three sons : Price Muazzam,
Muhammad Azam and Kam Bakhsh. Muazzam de-
feated and Killed Muhammad Azam at Jajau and Kam
Baksh near Hyderabad.

BAHADUR SHAH (1707-12)

Prince Muazzam asumed the title Bahadur Shah
I. He pursued pacific policy of conciliation with Rajputs
(Jai Singh (Amber) and Ajit Singh (Marwar). Jat chief
Churaman and Bundela chief Chattrasat were taken into
Mughal service. With Marathas there was half hearted
reconciliation, Shahu was released and given
Sardeshmukhi of Deccan but not Chauth and was also
not recognized as Maratha sovereign-leading to civil
war between Shahu and Trabal. He reconciled with
Sikhs by giving Guru Gobind Singh a Mansab. But af-
ter Guru's death Skihs under Banda revolted who was
defeated at Lohgarh (fort built by Guru Gobind) but
the continued to fight Mughals. The historian khafi
khan, called him 'Shah-i-Bekhabar' Bahadur shah gave
away large number of Jagirs to Nobels, thus creating
poor finanicial condition.

JAHANDAR SHAH (1712-13)

His period reflected increasing influence of nobels
and administrators such as Zulfigar khan who along
with Lal Kanwar the Mistress took all important deci-
sions. The war of succession broks out again in 1712
amongst sons of Bahadur Shah. One of them Jahandar
Shah became emperor with the help of zulfikar khan,
senior-most noble of Aurangzeb.Zulfikar khan abol-
ished Jiziyah. Jahandar Shah become the first mughal
emperor to be killed in captivity.

FARRUKHSIYAR (1713-19) (Shahid-i-Mazlum)

He killed his uncle Jahandar Shah with the help
of Saiyid brothers-Abdullah Khan and Hussain Ali who
dominated the court till 1720. He appointed Abdulla
khan as wazir and Hussain Ali as the Mir Bakshi.  In
1717 he granted to the East India Company many trad-
ing privileges (called Golden Farman). including the
exemption from custom duties for its trade through
Bengal. Constant struggle between Emperor and Saiyid
Borthers for domination. Banda bahadur was captured
and killed by Mughal in July 1715 at gurdaspur fort.
Johan surman who laid inenglish ambassy consisting
of huge backer, edward stephenson and a surgeon wil-

liam Hamilton. Hamilton was successful in curing the
emperor from ceetain disease. In 1719, Saiyids with
help of Maratha troops under Balaji Vishwanath killed
Farrukhsiyar.

SAIYIDS

Saiyid brothers raised 2 young princes Refi-ud
Darajat and Rafi-ud-Daula one after the other but both
died of consumption. Saiyid brothers then raised 18 year
old Roshan Akhtar as Muhammad shah to throne.
Saiyids adopted the policy of religious tolerance and
are known as King-makers.  Saiyids abolished Jiziyah
and pilgrim tax, made peace with Rajputs and Jats.  They
also reached pact with Shahu by granting him the
Swarjya (territories of Shivaji) and right to collect
Chauth and Sardesmukhi of 6 provinces of Deccan.
Saiyid due to murder of Farrukhsiyyar and their toler-
ant policies were declared  as anti-Isalm and anti-
Mughal by the anti-Saiyid faction. They murdered
Hussain Ali and Abdullah khan was made prisoner. But
Saiyid could not save the disintegration of the Empire
as this was period of intenser rivalry and factionalism
at Mughal court.

MUHAMMAD SHAH (1719-1748) (Roshan Akhatr)

He was put on thrown by the king maker saiyid
brothers. He was under the influence of his queen
qadriya Begum (Udham Bai). Also called Rangila due
to his indulgent nature. He supported anti-Saiyid fac-
tion of Nizam-ul-Mulk & his uncle Mohd. Amin Khan.
In spite of 30 years of rule Rangila could not save the
empire.  He intrigued against able Wazir Nizam-ul-Mulk
who tried to bring in reforms but left to Deccan frus-
trated by court intrigues. "His departure was symbolic
flight of loyalty and virtue from Empire"  Autonomus
states of Deccan (Nizam), Bengal (Murshid Quli) and
Awadh (Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-Mulk) were carved out
during his reign. Khayal (New poem of classical sing-
ing), ghajal and Kathak (Classical dance) were greatly
supported by rangeela.

INVASIONS ON THE EMPIRE

Pashwa Baji Rao I become the First peshwa to
invade delhi in 1737. In 1739 Nadir Shah, ruler of persia
invaded India and inflicted heavy defeat at Karnal.
Nadir Shah plundered Delhi, took away Kohinoor and
Peacock throne. The provinces west of Indus including
Kabul were also acquired from Ranglia thus leaving
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open the north-west frontier for further invasions.
Ahmad Shah Abdali India for the first time during his
reign in 1748 he invaded and repeated this practice eight
times.

AHMAD SHAH (1758-54)

He was able to come to thrown with help of queen
mother udham Bai. Abdli attacked and ceded Punjab
and north west frontier region.

ALAMGIR II (1754-59)

He was merely the puppet of his wazir imad-ul-
mulk. He went on to have a pactwith marathas so as to
capture north west frontier against the invasion of
Ahamad Shah.This was one of Major Reason behind
the III battle of panipat.

SHAH ALAM II (1759-1806)

Prince Ali Gauhar crowned himself as Shah Alam
II' In Bihar but he did not enter Delhi fearing his Wazir
Imad-ul-Mulk who had killed earlier emperors. After
Panipat, Abdali nominated Shah Alam as the Emperor
but power remained inhands of Abdali protege Najib
Khan Rohilla. He was defeated at Battle of Buxar (Oct.
1764) by English. He singned the treaty of Allahabad
with English and granted them the Diwani of Bengal,

Bihar and Orissa in return, he received the territories
of kara and Allahabad and an annual tribute of 26 Lakhs
from Bengal. He left the British shelter in 1772 and
returned to Delhi under the protection of Maratha chief
Mahadaji Scindia. But he was soon blineded by Rohilla
leader Ghulam Qadir.  When British captured Delhi in
1803 he was bouned to rule over delhi only as emparor.

AKBAR SHAH II (1806-1837)

Symbolic rule continude but limited to red fort
and surrounding Area. Lord hasting attacked over delhi
and wrested all ceremoncial power and title which pro-
claimed Mughal empiror as superior. He gave title of
Raja to Rammohum Roy and sent him to England to
plead for hike in emperor's pension.

BAHADUR SHAH II (1837-1862)

he was last Mughal ruler. The son of Akagar Ii
and Rajput Princess Lal bai. He was a passionate urdu
poet. Who patroni sed Mirza galib. Dalhousie declared
that his successors would have to leave the Red Fort.
Canning declared that his successors would not be rec-
ognized as kings but only as princes. After revolt of
1857, he was deported to Rangoon.
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The arrival of Portuguese in India

The arrival of Vasco da Gama, a nobleman from
the household of the King of Portugal, at the port of
Calicut in south-west India on 27 May 1498 inaugurated
a new chapter in Indian history. For some time, the
Portuguese, among other Europeans, had been looking
for a sea route to India, but they had been unable to
break free of the stranglehold exercised by Egyptian
rulers over the trade between Europe and Asia. The
Red Sea trade route was a state monopoly from which
Islamic rulers earned tremendous revenues.

In the fifteenth century, the mantle of
Christendom’s resistance to Islam had fallen upon
Portugal; moreover, the Portuguese had inherited the
Genoese tradition of exploration. It is reported that the
idea of finding an ocean route to Ocean had become an
obsession for Henry the Navigator (1394- 1460), and
he was also keen to find a way to circumvent the
Muslim domination of the eastern Mediterranean and
all the routes that connected India to Europe. In 1454,
Henry received a bull (Papal charter) from Pope
Nicholas V, which conferred on him the right to
navigate the “sea to the distant shores of-the Orient”,
more specifically “as far as India”, whose inhabitants
were to be brought to help Christians “againstthe
enemies of the faith”.

By the terms of the Treaty of Trodesilhas (1494),
all new territories were divided between Spain and
Portugal. The stage was thus set for the Portuguese
incursions into the waters surrounding India. 1 n 1487,
the Portuguese navigator, Bartholomew Dias, rounded
the “Cape of Good Hope”, and so opened the sea route
to India. An expedition of four ships headed out to India
in 1497, and arrived in India in slightly less than eleven
months’ time. The coming of the Portuguese introduced
several new factors into Indian history. As almost every
historian has observed, it not only initiated what might
be called the European era, it marked the emergence
of naval power. Doubtless, the Ch’olas, among others,
had been a naval power, but for the first time a foreign
power had come to- India by ay of the sea; moreover,

Portuguese dominance would only extend to the coasts,
since they were ever able to make any significant
inroads into the Indian interior. The Portuguese ships
carried cannon, but the significance of this is not
commonly realized, especially by those who are merely
inclined to view the Portuguese as one of a series of
invaders of India, or even as specimens of ‘enterprising’
Europeans.

For centuries, the numerous participants in the
Indian Ocean trading system- Indians, Arabs, Africans
from the east coast, Chinese, Javanese, Sumatrans,
among others - had ploughed the sea routes and ered to
various tacit rules of conduct. Though all were in the
trade for profit, as might be expected, lit) sought to
have overwheIming dominance: certainly no one had
sought to enforce their pow er through anns. Trade
flourished, and all the parties played their role in putting
down piracy: this was a free trade zone. Into this arena
stepped forth the Portuguese, who at once declared their
intention to abide by no rules except their own, and
who sought immediate and decisive advantage over the
Indians and over the Indian Ocean’trading system.

The conduct of the Portuguese in India was
‘barbaric’. Vasco da Gama’s initial conduct set the tone.
On his way to India,”he encountered an unarmed vessel
returning from Mecca; as a contemporary
Portuguesesouree states, da Gaina ordered the ship
emptied of its-goods, and then fiad it set on fire,
prohibiting “any Moor” being taken from it alive. He
then spent four months in India. Having waited out-
the monsoons, he set out toretum to Portugal with a
cargo worth sixty times what he had brought with him,
and raised to pay the customary port duties to the
Zamorin, the ruler of Calicut. To ensure that his way
would not be obstructed, he took a few hostages With
| him. When he returned to Portugal in 1499, the pepper
he brought with him was sold at an enormous profit;
and nothing underscores the importance of direct access
to the pepper trade as much as the fact that elsewhere
the Europeans, who relied on Muslim middlemen,
would have to spend ten times as much for the same

13. EUROPEAN PENETRATION INTO INDIA
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amount ofpepper. Emboldened by this success, King
Dom Manuel sent another expedition ofsix ships
headed by Pedro Cabral. With their usual ignorance
of, and disdain for, local customs, Cabral and the
Portuguese sent a low-caste Hindu as a messenger to
the Zamorin i upon their arrival at port. Meanwhile,
the Portuguese were claiming the sole right to the sea.
Cabral attacked all Arab vessels within his reach, which
provoked a riot at the port that led to the destruction of
the Portuguese factory. Cabral retaliated in the only
way known to a Portuguese marauder and bandit of his
times: he massacred the crews of the boats, and burnt
all the ships that were not his own. The intent, which
would be repeatedly witnessed in the history of
Portuguese interactions with the Indian’s (and.with
others), was to brutalize and terrorize the native
population, and with evident . justice, that Cabral’s
behavior persuaded the Indians that “the intruders were
uncivilised barbarians, ‘ treacherous and
untrustworthy”.

Portuguese Governors in India

In March 1505, Francisco de Almeida was
appointed Viceroy of India, on the condition that he
would set up four forts on the southwestern Indian
coast: at Anjediva Island, Cannanore, Cochin and Qui
Ion. Francisco de Almeida left Portugal with a fleet of
22 vessels with 1,500 men. In September, Francisco
de Almeida reached Anjadip Island, where he
immediately started the - construction of Fort Anjediva.
In October, with the permission of the friendly ruler of
Cannanore, he started building St. Angelo Fort at
Cannanore, leaving Lourengo de Brito in charge with
150 men and two ships. Francisco de Almeida then
reached Cochin in October 1505 with only 8 vessels ,
left. There he learned that the Portuguese traders at
Quilon had been killed. He decided to send his son
Louren^o de Almeida with 6 ships, who destroyed 27
Calicut vessels in the harbor of Quilon. Almeida took
up residence in Cochin. He strengthened the Portuguese
fortifications of fort . Manuel on Cochin.

The Zamorin prepared a large fleet of 200 ships
to oppose the Portuguese, but in March S 1506 L
ourengo de Almeida (son of Francisco de Almeida) was
victorious in a sea battle at the entrance to the harbor

of Cannanore, the Battle ofCannanore (1506), an
important setback for the fleet of the Zamorin.
Thereupon Lourenco de Almeida explored the coastal
waters southwards to Colombo, in what is now Sri
Lanka. In Cannanore, however, a new ruler, hostile to
the Portuguese and friendly with the Zamorin, attacked
the Portuguese garrison, leading to the Siege of
Cannanore (1507)

In 1507 Alme ia’s mission was strengthened by
the arrival of Tristao da Cunha’s squadron. Afonso de
Aobuquerque's squadron had, however, split from that
of Cunha off East Africa and was  independently
conquering territories in the Persian Gulf to the west.
In March 1508 a Portuguese squadron under command
of Louren?o de Almeida,was attacked by a combined
Mameluk Egyptian.and Gujarat Sultanate fleet at Chaul
and Dabul respectively, led by admirals Mirocem and
Meliqueaz in the Battle of Chaul (1508). Lourenco de
Almeida lost his life after a fierce fight in this battle.
Mamluk-Indian resistance was,,however, to
bedecisTvely defeatedat the-Battleof Diu (1509).

Alforte o De Albuquerque (1509-15) was the
second Portuguese governor. He was the real founder
of Portuguese empire in India. He encouraged his
countrymen to marry Indian women to increase the
number of his supporters. The products of these
marriages were known as Feringhees. Albuquerque
made provisions for the education of the natives and
retained Indian system of government (Village
Panchayats) in the villages. He took steps to prohibit
the practice of Sati.

A new fleet under Marshal Femao Coutinho
arrived with specific instructions to destroy the power
of Zamorin’s Calicut. The Zamorin’s palace was
captured and destroyed and the city was set on fire.
But the king’s forces rallied fast to kill Marshal Cutinho
and wounded Albuquerque. Albuquerque nevertheless
was clever enough to patch up his quanel and entered
into a treaty with the Zamorin in 1513 to protect
Portuguese interests in Malabar. Hostilities were
renewed when the Portuguese attempted to assassinate
the Zamorin sometime between 1515 and 1518. In
1510, Afonso de Albuquerque defeated the Bijapur
sultans with the help of Timayya, on behalf of the Hindu
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Vijayanagara Empire, leading to the establishment of
a permanent settlement in Velh’a Goa (or Old Goa).
The Southern Produce, also known simply as Goa, was
the headquarters of Portuguese India, and seat of the
Portuguese viceroy who governed the Portuguese
possessions in Asia.-There were Portuguese-
settlements in and around Mylapore. The Luz Church
in Mylapore, Madras (Chennai) was the first church
that the Portuguese built in Madras in 1516. Later in
1522, the Sao Tome church was built on the grave of
Saint Thomas. The Portuguese acquired several
territories from the Sultans of Gujarat: Daman
(occupied 1531, formally ceded 1539); Salsette,
Bombay, and Bacaim (occupied 1534); and Diu (cedfd
1535).

These possessions became the Northern Province
of Portuguese India, which extended almost 100 km
along the coast from Daman to Chaul, and in places
30-50 km inland. The province was ruled from the
fortress-town of Bagaim.

From the 16th century, the Portuguese meddled
in the church affairs of the Syrian Christians of Malabar.
The Udayamperoor Synod (1599) was a major attempt
by the Portuguese Archbishop Menezes to Latinize the
Syrian rite. Later in 1653, Coonan Cross Oath led to
the division ofthe local church into Syrian Catholics
and Syrian Christians (Jacobites). Bombay (present day
Mumbai) was given to Britain in 1661 as part of the
Portuguese Princess Catherine of Braganza’s dowiy to
Charles II of England. Most of the Northern Province
was lost to the Marathas in 1739, and Portugal acquired
Dadra and Nagar Haveli in 1779. In 1843 the capital
was shifted to Panjim, then renamed “Nova Goa”, when
it officially became the administrative seat of
Portuguese India, replacing the city of Velha Goa (now
Old Goa), although the Viceroys lived there already
since December 1759. Before moving to the city, the
viceroy remodeled the fortress of Adil Khan,
transforming it into a palace.

The Portuguese also shipped over many Orfas del
Rei to Portuguese colonies in India, Goa in particular.
Orfas del Rei literally translates to “Orphans of the
King”, and they were Portuguese girl orphans sent to
overseas colonies to many either Portuguese settlers

or natives with high status. Thus there are Portuguese
footprints all over the western and eastern coasts of
India, though Goa became the capital of Portuguese
Goa from 1530 onwards until the annexation of Goa
proper and the entire Estado da India Portuguesa, and
its merger with the Indian Union in 1961.

The arrival-of Dutch in India

In 1593 AD under William Barents the Dutch
made their fust determined effort to reach Asia.
Huyghen /| Van Linscfioten was the first Dutch national
to reach India: He reached Goa in 1583 AD and stayed
there till 1589 AD. Cornelius Houtman, a Dutch citizen
reached India in 1596 AD and returned with large cargo
in 1597AD. Between 1595 AD and 1601 AD fifteen
voyages b^d been by the Dutch to East Indies. The
Dutch East India Company was formed in 1602 AD
by~an order of the government of Holland. This
company’s name was Vereenigdde Oost Indische
Compagnie (VOC).

The Dutch got favourable response from the rulers
ot Golkunda. They got the right to mint coin in the
Pulicat mint in 1657 from Golkunda king. By the fannan
of 1676 the Golkunda ruler granted the Dutch complete
freedom from tariffs in Golkunda. The Dutch succeeded
in getting farman from the Mughal Emperor Jahangir
for trading along the west cost. They were exempted
from tolls from Burhanpur to Cambay and Ahmadabad.
Shah Jahan granted total exemption to the company
from -: paying transit throughoutthe Mughal Empire.
Aurangzeb confirmed all the privileges granted by
Shahjahan to the Dutch in Bengal in 1662. Jahandar
Shah confirmed all the privileges granted by Aurangzeb
in Coromandal in 1712.

Initially the headquarters of Dutch was at Pulicat
after obtaining permission from king of Chandragir
Venkat l and in 1690 Negapattnam became their
headquarters. The Dutch minted a gold coin named
Pagoda. The Dutch established their first factory at
Masulipattnam in 1605 AD. Their first factory in
Bengal was established at Pipli. After some time
Balasore replaced Pipli. The Dutch used to exchange
spices of Malaya A°rchipelago for cotton goods from
Gujrat and the Coromandal coast. The Dutch used to
export Cotton cloths, silk, saltpetre and opium from
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Bengal. They shattered the Portuguese commercial
monopoly in India. The Dutch dominated the trade
between India and Java during l T century. They
popularized spice and textile trade, besides they
exported indigo, saltpetre and Raw Silk. The Dutch
commercial activities began to dec line by the beginning
of I8th century?’

The Dutch were defeated by the English in the
Battle of Bedera in 1759 and with this defeat th Dutch
influence in India almost came to an end. The English
decided to drive the Dutch away from their Indian
possessions. The English joined hands with the
Portuguese in India to drive the Dutch out. By 1795,
the English succeeded in expelling the Dutch
completely.

English East India Company

The “English Trading Company” was formed by
a group of merchants known as the ‘Merchant
Adventures’in 1599AD. This company was granted a
charier by Queen Elizabeth Ion 3151 Dec. 1600 AD.
‘The Governor and the Company of Merchants of
London trading into East Indies’ was the name of
English company. This company was given monopoly
rights over eastern trade for fifteen years.

In 1608 AD Captain William Hawkins reached
the court of Jahangir. Hawkins was the ambassador of
King James I. He lived at the court for three years. He
was given the title of English Khan and Mansab of400
Jat by Jahangir. But because of Portuguese influence
at the court. Hawkins failed to get permission to erect
a factory at Surat.

In 1611 Capt. Middleton landed at Swally near
Surat in spite of Portuguese opposition and got
permission to trade from the Mughal governor. In 1612
AD Capt. Best defeated the Portuguese at Swally near
Surat and this defeat broke their naval supremacy.
Captain Best succeeded in getting a royal Farman to
open factoriea in the Est Coast, Surat, Cambay,
Ahamadabad and Goa 1913 AD. Sir Thomas Roe
(1615-18) came to the court of Jahangir as the Royal
ambassador of King James I and received permission
to trade and establish factories in different parts of the
empire.

The first English factoiy in south was established
at Masulipattnam in 1611 AD. Another factory was
established at Armagaon (near Pulicat) in 1626AD. In
1632 AD the Sultan of Golkunda issued the company
theGolden FamianXThis farman allowed them to trade
within-the ports of the kingdom freely on lump sum
payment of 500 pagodas a year. In 1639 AD Francis
Day obtained the site of. Madras from the Raja
ofChandragiri with pennission to build a fortified
factory. This factoiy was named Fort St. George. In
Sep. 1641 AD Madras replaced Masulipattnam as the
headquarters of the English on the Coromandal coast.
All the English settlements in Eastern India (Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa) and the Coromandal were placed
under the control of the President and Council of Fort
St. George. The Portuguese gave the island to Bombay
to King Charles II of England in dowiy in 1661 AD.
Bombay was given to company in 1668 AD on annual
rent of £ 10. Thereafter Bombay replaced Surat as the
headquarters on the west coast. Bombay was fortified
in 1720 by Charles Boon.

Expansion of the factories of English East India
Company

The English established their first factory in Orissa
at Hariharpur (near the mouth of river Mahanadij,
Balasoreand Pipli in 1633 AD. In 1651 ShahShuja, the
governor of Bengal, granted the English Trading
Company a Nishan through which they received trading
privileges in return for a fixed annual” payment of Rs.
3000. By another Nishan the Engl ish Company was
exempted from Custom duties in 1656 First English
factoiy inBengal was established at Hughli in 1651 AD.
In 1667ADAurangzeb confirmed the privileges enjoyed
by the company. In 1672 AD Shayista Khan, the Mughal
governor of Bengal confirmed the privileges enjoyed
by the company.

In 1686 two pirate ships (Ships of English free
traders) captured several Mughal ships in Red Sea.
Upon this the Mughal governor of Surat attacked the
English. Hostilities broke out in Bengal also. Hughli
was sacked by the Mughals,ThtfEnglish were forced
to leave Hughli. Aurangzeb granted them pennission
to trade, on payment of Rs. 1,50,000 as compensation.
In 1691 AD Job Charnock established a factoiy at
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Sutanati. In 1691 AD Aurangzeb granted a farman-by
which they were exempted from the of custom dutiesrin
Bengal in return for an annual payment of Rs 3000.
The rebellion of Shoba Singh, a Zamindarof Burdwan
provided opportunity to the English to fortify the
settlement at Sutanati.

Sir William Noris was sent as a special envoy by
the English king to Aurangzeb’s court to secure the
formal grant of the trading concessions and the right to
exercise full English jurisdiction over the English
settlements in 1698 AD. In the same year British
acquired the Zamindari of the villages of Sutanati,
Kalikata and Govindpur from Mughal governor
Azimush Shah on payment of Rs 1200 to the original
proprietors. These three villages crested the nucleus of
modem Calcutta. The rebellion of Afghan Rahini Khan
provided the English opportunity to fortify Calcutta. It
was named Fort William (1700 AD). Sir Charles Eyre
was the first president of Fort William. All settlements
in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa were placed under Fort
William (1700 AD)

Emperor Farruksivar’s Farman

In 1717 AD the Presidencies of Bombay, Madras
and Calcutta sent a cpmbined mission to the court ‘ of
Emperor Farruksiyar. The mission was led by John
Sunnan. Dr. William Hamilton was a member of the
Surman commission. He cured Fanuksiyar of a painful
disease. The relieved Farruksiyar @ ias academy
granted the company three Farmans.in 1717 AD for
duty free trade. These Fannans of Fanuksiyar (1717)
are called the Magna Carta of the Company.

By this farman the Company was granted right to
duty free trade in Bengal in lieu of an annual” payment
of Rs. 3000. The Company was also allowed to
wherever they pleased and rent addition,: i territory
around Calcutta. In case of province of Hyderabad, the
English Company was allowed freedom from all dues
except rent paid for Madras. The Company was granted
right to duty free’ trade at Surat in lieu of an annual
payment of Rs. 10000. The currency coined by
company was made current throughout the Mughal
Empire.

Development of the East India Company

The internal management of the English company
was administered by a court of committees whose
nomenclature later was changed to court of directors.
It consisted of a governor, a deputy governor, | and 24
members to be elected annually by a general body of
the merchants fonning the company. Besides, there was
a secretary and a treasurer/The company’s superior
body court of directors was based in London while its
subordinate body was in Asia. The Directors to be
annually elected by the | shareholders of the company.
Each shareholder, irrespective of the value of the share
had only one vote. The membership of the company
was not confined to shareholders only but it could be
secured through inheritance or presentation by paying
an entrance fee through apprenticeship, services etc.
Company enjoyed extensive powers to issue orders and
to make laws in accordance with the laws and customs
of the realm. The company also possessed judicial
powers to punish its servants for : their offences by
imprisonment or fine.

In India, each factory was administered by a
Governor- in- council. The governor was the President
of the council with no extra privileges. Eveiything was
decided inthe council by majority Vote T: members of
the council consisted of senior merchants of the
company. The Court of Directors wa the supreme
authority in framing policies for the company.

Queen Elizabeth was one ofthe shareholders of
the company. After Queen Elizabeth’s death, Jame. I
renewed the charter though it could be revoked at any
time at three year notice. The company go! the power
to enforce law to maintain discipline on long voyages.
The Charter Act of 1683 AD gave the company full
power to declare war and make peace ̂ vith any power.
In spite of all opposition English independent
merchants, known as Interlopers continued to defy the
monopoly ofthe company by indulging in the East
Indian trade of their own. These Free Merchants tried
to press their demands in public as well as in Parliament.
In 1694 AD the Parliament passed the resolution that
all the citizens of England had equal right to trade in
the East. In 1698 AD British Govt, sold the monopoly
rights of East Indies trade to a new company named
General Society. The London Company was given a
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notice of three to wind up the business. The Old
Company refused to surrender their privileges. After
long drawn conflict both the companies agreed to join
hands in 1702 AD. In 1708 AD a new I . mpany named
The united Company of Merchants of England Trading
to the East Indies’ was £ f r ed by amalgamating both
the companies.

French East India Company

The French were the last European traders to
arrive in India. French East India Compan a fonaed
mder state patronage by Colbert in 1664 AD. The
French company was named the i r iwyijif Des Indes
Orientals. In Dec 1667 AD the first French factors was
set up at Surat by In 1669 AD Marcara set up a factory
at Masulij)attnam by securing a patent from the Sultan
of Golkunda. They also succeeded in getting a farman
from Aurangzeb in 1669 AD to open their factory at
Surat. In 1673 AD the French (Francois Martin &
Bellanger De Lespinary acquired from the Muslim
governor of Valikoindapuram Sher Khan Lodi a small
village. This village developed into Pondichery and its
first governor was Francois Martin. Fort Louis was
established here. They acquired site of Chandemagore
in Bengal from he Mughal governor Shayista Khan in
1674 AD. French factory was established here in 1690
AD. Pondichery (Fort Louis) was made the
headquarters of all the French settlements in India and
Francois Martin become the governor general of French
affairs in India.

French commander Martin readily acknowledged
the authority of Shivaji andagreed to pay him an-fj- 1

amount in lieu of license to trade in his dominions:
The French gotfye pennission to fortify Pondichery in
1689 from Sambhaji. Duplex was the most important
French Governor in India.

The supreme body of the French Company was
known as superior council of the Indies and headed by

a Director-General. The Supreme Council composed
of five members was presided over by the governor.
French East India Company was a state controlled
organization and thus differed from the Chartered
Companies of England and the Netherlands. It was
highly dependent on the French § government for its
grants, subsidies, loans etc.

The French maintained close ties with Dost-ali
the Nawab of Camatic. On the basis of a strong
recommendation by Dost-Ali the Mughal emperor
Muhammad Shah issued a farman granting permission
to the French to mint and issue gold and silver currency
bearing the stamp of the Mughal g emperor and the
name ofthe place of minting.

The Dutch blocked the French commercial
activities at Hugli. They seized San Thome near Madras
in 1672 but were soon defeated by combined forces of
Sultan of Golkunda and the Dutch Later. Dutch
established their control over San Thome. In the Dutch-
French rivalry t’ie Dutch were always I . supported by
the English. The Dutch captured Pondichery in 1692
AD from the French but later . gave back in 1697 by
the Treaty of Ryswick.

After 1742, the political motives began to
overshadow commercial gains. The French governor
 %Duplex began the policy ofextending territorial
empire in India. This led to a series of conflict will the
English. The French fought three Camatic wars with
the English. During the third Camatic War the French
lost badly in the battle of Wandiwash in 1760 AD. With
this defeat the French lost almost all their possessions
in India. The battle ended by the Treaty of Paris in 1763
AD. Pondichery and some . other French settlements
were returned to’the French but they were not allowed
to fortify their . settlements. The French continued to
exist in India but they were no more a challenge to
English hegemony.


