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• A committee was formed to 

prepare its draft  constitution. 

Sir Agha Khan was appointed as 

President and Syed Hassan 

Balgrami was appointed as 

secretary, while Nawab Mohsim- 

ul-Mulk and Nawab Viqar-ul- 

Mulk were made joint secretaries 

with six Vice- Presidents, a 

Central Committee with forty 

Members was also constituted. 

In this way Muslim league was 

established and become the sole 

representative of Muslims. 

• Knowing  the  circumstances  

which led to the formation of 

Muslim league was not difficult 

to make out what it aimed to. 

 
However, the Muslim league laid 

the following points as its 

objectives: 

 
• To create among  Muslims  the 

feelings of loyalty towards British 

Government and to remove 

misconception and suspicious. 

• To safeguard the political  rights  of 

the Muslims and to bring them into the 

notice of the Government. 

• To prevent among the Muslims, the 

rise of prejudicial feelings against the 

other communities of India. 

•    The first session of all India Muslim 

league   was  held   at   Karachi   on   29th 

December, 1907 and was presided over 

by Adamji Peer Bhai. 

 
Jugantar Patrika 

Jugantar     Patrika     was     a     Bengali 

revolutionary   newspaper   founded   in 

1906  in  Calcutta  by  Barindra  Kumar 

Ghosh,    Abhinash    Bhattacharya    and 

Bhupendranath Dutt. 

•    A political weekly, it was founded in 

March     1906     and     served     as     the 

propaganda organ for the nascent 

revolutionary organisation Anushilan 

Samiti that was taking shape in Bengal 

at the time. 

• The journal derived  its  name 

Jugantar from a political novel of the 

same name by renowned Bengali  

author Shivnath Shastri. The journal 

went on to lend its name to the  

Western Bengal wing of the Anushilan 

Samiti, which came to be known as the 

Jugantar group. 

• The journal expounded and justified 

revolutionary violence against the 

British Raj as a political tool for 

independence, and  denounced  the 

right and legitimacy of the British rule 

in India. 

• It was also critical of the Indian 

National Congress and its moderate 

methods which was viewed as aiding  

the Raj. Its target audience was the 

young, literate and politically  

motivated youth of Bengal, and was 

priced at one paisa. 

 
Emperor   vs    Aurobindo    Ghosh    and 

others,  colloquially  referred  to  as  the 

Alipore  Bomb  Case,  the  Muraripukur 

conspiracy,  or   the   Manicktolla  bomb 

conspiracy, was a criminal case held in 

India in 1908. The case saw the trial of 

a  number  of  Indian  nationalists  of  the 

Anushilan   Samiti   in   Calcutta,   under 

charges   of   "Waging   war   against   the 

Government" of the British Raj. 

 
The trial was held at Alipore 

Sessions       Court, Calcutta, 

between May 1908 and May  1909. 

 
•    The trial followed in the wake of the 

attempt    on    the    life    of    Presidency 

Magistrate      Douglas     Kingsford     in 

Muzaffarpur   by   Bengali   nationalists 

Khudiram  Bose  and  Prafulla  Chaki  in 

April  1908,  which  was  linked  to  the 
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attempts  to   derail  the   train  carrying 

Lieutenant-Governor       Sir       Andrew 

Fraser  in  December  1907.  Among  the 

famous      accused      were      Aurobindo 

Ghosh, his brother Barin Ghosh as well 

as  37  other  Bengali  nationalists  of  the 

Anushilan  Samiti.  Most  of  the  accused 

were    arrested    from    Barin    Ghosh's 

Garden   house   in   36   Murarirupukur 

Road,   in   the   Manicktolla   suburb   of 

Calcutta. 

• The accused were held in the 

Presidency Jail in Alipore before the 

trial, where 

Narendranath Goswami, approver and 

crown-witness, was shot dead by two 

fellow accused Kanailal Dutta and 

Satyendranath Bose within the jail 

premises. Goswami's murder led to 

collapse of the case against Aurobindo. 

However, his brother Barin and a 

number of others were convicted of the 

charges and faced varying jail terms 

from lifeimprisonment to shorter jail 

terms. 

• Aurobindo Ghosh retired from 

active nationalist politics  after  serving 

a prison sentence awarded in the trial, 

beginning his journey into spirituality 

and philosophy that he described as 

having started with revelations that 

occurred to him during his 

incarceration. He later moved to 

Pondicherry, establishing an Ashram. 

 
For Anushilan samiti, the 

incarceration of many of its prominent 

leaders led to a  decline  in  the 

influence      and    activity     of the 

Manicktolla branch, and its activities 

were overtaken by what emerged to be 

called the Jugantar branch under the 

leadership of Bagha Jatin. 

Ashwini Kumar Dutta  was  a 

Bengali educationist, philanthropist, 

social reformer and  patriot.  He 

founded the Swadesh Bandhab Samiti 

to promote the consumption of 

indigenous products and boycott 

foreign goods. When the  moderates 

and the extremists parted ways in the 

Surat session, he attempted 

reconciliation between the two groups. 

 
Raja   Mahendra   Pratap   Singh  (1 

December 1886 – 29 April 1979) was a 

freedom  fighter,  journalist,  writer,  and 

Marxist  revolutionary  social  reformist 

of     India     and     President     of     first 

Provisional  Government  of  India.  He 

also   formed   the   Executive   Board   of 

India   in   Japan   in   1940   during   the 

Second  World  War.  He  also  took  part 

in   the   Balkan   War   in   the   year   1911 

along  with  his  fellow  students  of  MAO 

College. 

 
In recognition of his services, the 

government of India issued postage 

stamps in his honor. 

 
•    On  1  December  1915  during  World 

War    I    (his    28th    birthday)    Pratap 

established      the      first      Provisional 

Government    of    India    at    Kabul    in 

Afghanistan  as  a  government-in-exile 

of   Free   Hindustan,   with   himself   as 

President,     Maulavi     Barkatullah     as 

Prime        Minister,        and        Maulavi 

Abaidullah  Sindhi  as  Home  Minister, 

declaring   jihad   on   the   British.   Anti- 

British        forces         supported         his 

movement,   but   because   of   obvious 

loyalty to the British, the Amir kept on 

delaying  the  expedition  to  overthrow 

British rule in India. 

• Due  to  his  revolutionary  ideas 

Pratap had a good relationship with 

Lenin, who invited him to Russia after 

its liberation and welcomed him. By  

this time he had become  a real threat  

to British rule in India, and the British 

Government of India put a bounty on 

his head, attacked his entire estate, 
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and  declared  him  a  fugitive,  causing 

him to flee to Japan in 1925. 

 
The Indian Home Rule  Society (IHRS) 

was  an Indian organisation founded in 

London in 1905 that sought to promote 

the cause of self-rule in British India. 

 
• The organisation was founded by 

Shyamji Krishna Varma, with support 

from a number of prominent Indian 

nationalists in Britain at the time, 

including Bhikaji Cama, Dadabhai 

Naoroji and S.R. Rana, and was 

intended to be a rival organisation to 

the British Committee of the Indian 

National Congress that was the main 

avenue of the loyalist opinion at the 

time. 

•    Founded  on  18  February  1905,  the 

IHRS  was  a  metropolitan  organisation 

modelled      after      Victorian      public 

institutions    of    the    time.    It   had    a 

written   constitution   and   the   stated 

aims  to  "secure  Home  Rule  for  India, 

and   to   carry   on   a   genuine   Indian 

propaganda   in   this    country    by    all 

practicable means". 

• The IHRS was open for membership 

"to Indians only",  and  found 

significant support amongst Indian 

students and other Indian populations 

in Britain. It recruited from amongst 

young Indian activists,  collected 

money, and may have been collecting 

arms and maintaining close contact 

with revolutionary  movements  in 

India. 

• The society was foundations of the 

India House and, along with Krishna 

Varma's      journal      The Indian 

Sociologist, was the foundation of the 

militant Indian nationalist movement  

in Britain. 

•    After Krishna Varma's shift to Paris 

in 1907, the society gave way the secret 

nationalist society of Abhinav Bharat 

Mandal, founded by V.D. Savarkar. 

• The society was founded amongst 

efforts and movements that arose to 

reverse the flow of authority and power 

from Britain to India along with 

substantial help from Bhikaji Cama. 

 
Abhinava Bharat Society 

 
Vinayak     D     Savarkar     and     Ganesh 

Savarkar     started     Mitra     Mela,     a 

revolutionary secret society in Nasik in 

1903. 

 
It  was  one  among  several  such  melas 

(revolutionary societies)  functioning  in 

Maharashtra     at     that     time,    which 

believed   in   the   overthrow   of   British 

rule through armed rebellion. In 1904, 

in a meeting attended by 200 members 

from   various   towns   in   Maharashtra, 

Vinayak  Savarkar  renamed  it  Abhinav 

Bharat,       taking       after       Giuseppe 

Mazzini's Young Italy. 

 
•      A.    M.    T.    Jackson,    the    district 

magistrate  of  Nasik,  was  assassinated 

in  India  by  Anant  Laxman  Kanhare  in 

1909  in the  historic  "Nasik  Conspiracy 

Case". 

•     The  investigation  into  the  Jackson 

assassination  revealed  the  existence  of 

the   Abhinav   Bharat   Society   and   the 

role of the Savarkar brothers in leading 

it. Vinayak Savarkar was found to have 

dispatched  twenty  Browning  pistols  to 

India,  one  of  which  was  used  in  the 

Jackson assassination. He was charged 

in  the  Jackson  murder  and  sentenced 

to   "transportation"   for   life.   Savarkar 

was  imprisoned  in  the  Cellular  Jail  in 

the Andaman Islands in 1910. 

Vande  Mataram  is  a  poem  written  by 

Bankim    Chandra    Chattopadhyay    in 

1870s,  which  he  included  in  his  1881 

novel   Anandamath.   The   poem   was 
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composed  into  song  by  Rabindranath 

Tagore. The first two verses of the song 

were  adopted  as  the  National  Song  of 

India   in   October   1937   by   Congress 

Working Committee prior to the end of 

colonial rule in August 1947. 

 
•    It  played  a  vital  role  in  the  Indian 

independence  movement,  first  sung  in 

a   political   context   by   Rabindranath 

Tagore   at   the   1896   session   of   the 

Indian National Congress. 

 
It became a popular marching song for 

political  activism  and  Indian  freedom 

movement   in   1905.   Spiritual   Indian 

nationalist      and      philosopher      Sri 

Aurobindo    referred    it    as    "National 

Anthem  of  Bengal".  The  song  and  the 

novel  containing  it  was  banned  by  the 

British  government,  but  workers  and 

general  public  defied   the  ban,   many 

went  to  colonial prisons  repeatedly  for 

singing it,  and the  ban  was overturned 

by    the    Indians    after    they    gained 

independence from the colonial rule. 

 
• Vande Mataram became a call of 

agitation during Swadeshi Moveemnt, 

when partition of Bengal was 

announced. 

 
Delhi Durbar 1911 

Darbar was held to commemorate the 

coronation of Kin George V and Queen 

Mary as Emperor and Empress of  

India. The Darbar brought back the 

pomp and show of the Mughals once 

again in Delhi. 

 
The King and the Queen attired in the 

coronation robes with thousands of 

diamonds and precious gems appeared 

in the Jharokha of the red fort to give 

Darshan to 5 Lakh Indian people who 

gathered to greet the sovereign couple. 

The Congress passed a resolution 

condemning the pomp and show  of  

this Darbar at the cost of the poor 

Indians. 

 
• In this Darbar,  the  King  declared 

that Capital of India will be transferred 

from Calcutta to Delhi. 

• It was also declared the Partition of 

Bengal is cancelled. East and West 

Bengal were joined and new provinces 

of Bihar, Orissa and Assam were 

formed. 

•     There  were  three  Delhi  Durbars  – 

1877,   1903   and   1911.   Lucknow   Pact, 

(December  1916),  agreement  made  by 

the  Indian  National  Congress  headed 

by    Maratha    leader    Bal    Gangadhar 

Tilak and the All-India Muslim League 

led  by  Muhammad  Ali  Jinnah;  it  was 

adopted     by     the     Congress     at     its 

Lucknow  session  on  December  29  and 

by  the  league  on  Dec.  31,  1916.  The 

meeting     at    Lucknow     marked     the 

reunion  of  the  moderate  and  radical 

wings  of  the  Congress.  The  pact  dealt 

both     with     the     structure     of     the 

government   of   India   and   with   the 

relation   of   the   Hindu   and   Muslim 

communities. 

 
• On the former count, the  

proposals were an advance on 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale’s 

“political testament.”  Four- 

fifths of the provincial and 

central legislatures were to be 

elected on a broad  franchise, 

and half the executive council 

members, including those of the 

central executive council,  were 

to be Indians elected by the 

councils themselves. 

• Except for the provision for the 

central executive, these 

proposals were largely 

embodied in the Government of 
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India  Act  of 1919.  The  Congress 

also       agreed       to       separate 

electorates     for     Muslims     in 

provincial   council         elections 

and    for    weightage    in    their 

favour  (beyond  the  proportions 

indicated  by  population)  in    all 

provinces except the Punjab and 

Bengal,  where  they  gave  some 

ground  to  the  Hindu  and  Sikh 

minorities.  This  pact  paved  the 

way          for          Hindu-Muslim 

cooperation     in     the     Khilafat 

movement       and       Mohandas 

Gandhi’s noncooperation 

movement from 1920. 

•     Annie  Besant  was  the  first  women 

president   of   Congress.   She   presided 

the    congress    session    of    1917.    She 

played  a  key  role  to  bring  moderates 

and  extremist  on  the  single  platform 

once again. 

•    Saroijini  Naidu  was  the  first  Indian 

Women President of INC - 1925. 

 
Al - Hilal 

•     The   Al-Hilal   was   a   weekly   Urdu 

language newspaper established by the 

Indian   leader   Maulana   Abul   Kalam 

Azad    and    used    as    a    medium    for 

criticism of the British Raj in India.The 

first  issue  came  out  on  13  July  1912. 

The    newspaper    also    espoused    the 

cause    of    the    Indian    independence 

movement      and      exhorted      Indian 

Muslims to join the movement. 

 
The  newspaper  was  shut  down  under 

the  Press  Act  of  1914.  "Al-Hilal  (The 

Crescent),     published     in     Calcutta, 

ushered   in   a   new   chapter   in   Urdu 

journalism  and  immediately  appealed 

to Muslims in the city". 

• The Al- Hilal covered a range  of  

issues related with theology, politics, 

wars and scientific advancement 

besides its critical coverage of the Raj 

in  India  and  it  went  on  to  become  a 

very   popular   newspaper,   reaching   a 

peak circulation  of  over  25,000,  a  new 

record   for   Urdu   journalism   in   those 

days. 

 
The paper played a catalytic role in 

shaping Muslim opinion against the 

Raj, a fact acknowledged by many 

stalwarts of India’s freedom struggle. 

 
The   Servants   of   India   Society   was 

formed in Pune, Maharashtra, on June 

12,   1905   by   Gopal   Krishna   Gokhale. 

The        Society        organized        many 

campaigns     to     promote     education, 

sanitation,   health   care   and   fight   the 

social    evils    of    untouchability    and 

discrimination,    alcoholism,    poverty, 

oppression   of   women   and   domestic 

abuse. 

 
The  publication  of  ‘The  Hitavada’,  the 

organ  of  the  Society  in  English  from 

Nagpur commenced in 1911. 

 
Rani Gadinliu 

 
•     Gaidinliu    (1915–1993)    was    a 

Rongmei    Naga    spiritual    and 

political  leader  who  led  a  revolt 

against  British  rule  in  India.  At 

the   age   of   13,   she   joined   the 

Heraka   religious   movement   of 

her   cousin   Haipou   Jadonang. 

The movement later turned into 

a  political  movement  seeking  to 

drive    out    the    British    from 

Manipur   and   the   surrounding 

Naga areas. 

•     Within   the   Heraka   faith,   she 

came     to     be     considered     an 

incarnation     of     the     Goddess 

Cherachamdinliu.  Gaidinliu  was 

arrested in 1932 at the age of 16, 

and     was     sentenced     to     life 
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imprisonment by the British 

rulers. 

•     Jawaharlal   Nehru   met   her   at 

Shillong     Jail     in     1937,     and 

promised  to  pursue  her  release. 

Nehru    gave    her    the    title    of 

"Rani"     ("Queen"),     and     she 

gained  local  popularity  as  Rani 

Gaidinliu. 

•     She  was  released  in  1947  after 

India's       independence,       and 

continued    to     work    for    the 

upliftment   of   her   people.   An 

advocate  of  the  ancestral  Naga 

religious          practices,          she 

staunchly resisted the 

conversion       of       Nagas       to 

Christianity.  She  was  honoured 

as   a   freedom   fighter   and   was 

awarded  a  padma  Bhushan  by 

the Government of India. 

 
CALCUTTA SESSION 

 
•     In  1906,  the  session  at  Calcutta 

was    presided    by    Dada    Bhai 

Naoroji.   The   moderates   chose 

Dada   Bhai   Naoroji   to   preside 

the      Congress.      Dada      Bhai 

Naoroji,  the  Grand  Oldman  of 

India    was    respected    by    the 

moderates and extremist alike. 

• But, in this session, the congress 

was compelled by the extremists 

to adopt following resolutions 

which were accepted by the 

moderates with half heart. 

 
These were as follows: 

1. Resolution on Partition of Bengal 

2. Resolution of Self Government 

(Swaraj) 

3. Resolution on Swadeshi 

4. Resolution on Boycott. 

 
• Thus in Calcutta session of 1906, 

under the leadership of 

Dadabhai Naoroji, Congress 

adopted Swaraj as the Goal of 

Indian people. But here a bit of 

politics was played by the 

Moderates. 

• They, by no means wanted to be 

tagged as radical. The toned 

down the resolution in a 

compromised state and made it 

“self-government means that 

obtaining the self-governing 

British Colonies“. Thus the  

whole meaning of Swaraj of the 

extremists was changed. 

• The National Council of 

Education (or NCE) was an 

organisation founded by Indian 

nationalists in Bengal in 1906 to 

promote science and technology 

as part of a swadeshi 

industrialisation movement. 

• It established the Bengal 

National College and Bengal 

Technical Institute which would 

later merge to form Jadavpur 

University. Institutions 

functioning under the Council 

were considered to be  hotbeds  

of swadeshi activities and the 

government  banned 

nationalistic activities such as 

the singing of patriotic songs. 

 
The Simla Deputation 

 
• On 8 October 1906 a deputation 

of prominent Muslims  led  by 

the Aga Khan visited Viceroy 

Minto at Simla to present their 

demands. The demands  were  

set out in what has become 

known as ‘The Simla  

Deputation’. 

• In they demanded that in all 

local and provincial elections 

Muslims should have their own 

representatives and that 
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Muslims in all councils should 

have a higher percentage of  

seats than their percentage  of 

the Indian population. 

• The British acceptance of the 

Simla Deputation was an 

extremely important moment in 

the history of the subcontinent. 

The acceptance showed that the 

attempts made by Sir Syed and 

others to restore relations 

between the Muslims and the 

British had been successful. 

 
Defence of India Act - 1915 

 
• The Defence of India Act 1915, 

also referred to as the  Defence  

of India Regulations Act, was an 

emergency criminal law enacted 

by the Governor-General  of 

India in 1915 with the intention 

of curtailing the nationalist and 

revolutionary activities during 

and in the aftermath of the First 

World War. 

• It was similar to the British 

Defence of the Realm Acts, and 

granted the Executive very wide 

powers of preventive detention, 

internment without trial, 

restriction of writing, speech, 

and of movement. However, 

unlike the English law which  

was limited to persons of hostile 

associations or origin, the 

Defence of India act could be 

applied to any subject of the 

King, and wasused to an 

overwhelming extent against 

Indians. 

• The passage of the act was 

supported unanimously by the 

non-official Indian members in 

the Viceroy's legislative council, 

and was seen as necessary to 

protect against British India 

from      subversive      nationalist 

violence.    The    act    was    first 

applied  during  the  First  Lahore 

Conspiracy        trial        in        the 

aftermath  of  the  failed  Ghadar 

Conspiracy   of   1915,   and   was 

instrumental    in    crushing    the 

Ghadr movement in Punjab and 

the Anushilan Samiti in Bengal. 

 
However its widespread and 

indiscriminate use in stifling genuine 

political discourse made it deeply 

unpopular, and became increasingly 

reviled within India. 

 
•  The extension of the law in the 

form of the Rowlatt Act after the 

end of World War  I  was 

opposed unanimously by the 

non-official Indian members of 

the Viceroy's council.  It became 

a flashpoint of political 

discontent and nationalist 

agitation, culminating in the 

Rowlatt Satyagraha. The act was 

re-enacted during World War II 

as Defence of India act 1939. 

Independent India retained the 

law in a number of amended 

forms, which have seen use in 

proclaimed states of national 

emergency including Sino- 

Indian War, Bangladesh crisis, 

The Emergency of 1975 and 

subsequently the Punjab 

insurgency. 

• Lee Commission, body 

appointed by the British 

government in 1923 to consider 

the ethnic composition of the 

superior Indian public services  

of the government of India. 

• The Lee Commission proposed 

in 1924 that 40 percent of future 

entrants should be British, 40 

percent Indians directly 
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recruited,      and      20      percent 

Indians     promoted    from    the 

provincial service. 

• By the date of independence in 

1947, more than half the service 

of about 1,000 members were 

Indians, many with long 

experience and holding high 

positions. 

• Linlithgow Commission was 

appointed to inquire into the 

crisis of Indian agriculture 

Muddidman Committee, 1924 a 

committee appointed by the 

Government of India in early 

1924 with the terms of reference 

of making an empirical 

investigation into  the  working 

of the Constitution as set up in 

1921 under the India Act  of  

1919, and making appropriate 

recommendations for the 

consideration of the authorities. 

The immediate background to 

the committee was  the  

mounting political unrest on the 

dyarchy issue of the 

Constitution. 

• The official designation of the 

committee was the Reforms 

Enquiry Committee, but it came 

to be known as the Muddiman 

Committee after the name of its 

chairman, Sir Alexander 

Muddiman, who was then a 

Home Member of the 

Government of India. 

 
Indian – Berlin Committee 

• During the World War I in 1914, 

an organisation was established 

in Germany, namely the Berlin 

Committee. After 1915, it was 

renamed the Indian 

Independence Committee. The 

organisation was formed by 

Indian students and political 

activists who resided in the 

Germany. 

•    The organisation was 

established with the aim to 

promote the cause of Indian 

Independence. In the beginning 

the orgnisatio was called the 

Berlin-Indian Committee. 

•  Later, this   Berlin-Indian 

Committee   played  an 

instrumental part in the Hindu- 

German      Conspiracy. 

Virendranath Chattopadhyaya, 

Champakaraman   Pillai and 

Abinash Bhattacharya were the 

key members of the committee. 

•     The  Indian  Sociologist  was  an 

Indian nationalist journal in the 

early  20th  century.  Its  subtitle 

was  ‘An  Organ of  Freedom,  and 

Political,   Social,   and   Religious 

Reform’. 

•     The    journal    was    edited    by 

Shyamji     Krishnavarma     from 

1905    to    1914,    then    between 

1920 and 1922. It was originally 

produced  in  London  until  May 

1907        when        Krishnavarma 

moved to Paris. 

•     The  journal  was  edited  in  Paris 

from June  1907,  but  the  change 

of  address  was  only  announced 

in   the   September   1907   issue. 

Publication   continued   in   Paris 

until  1914,  when  Krishnavarma 

moved  to  Geneva  on  account  of 

the  First  World  War.  While  in 

Geneva     he     abandoned     the 

publication under pressure from 

the      Swiss      authorities.      He 

recommenced     publication     in 

ecember   1920   and   continued 

until September 1922. 
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HOME RULE MOVEMENT 

 
•     There    were    two    home    rule 

leagues          launched.          Tilak 

launched the Indian Home Rule 

League      in      April      1916      at 

Belgaum.          Annie          Besant 

launched      the      Home      Rule 

League   in   September   1916   at 

Madras. 

• The Home Rule  League  

functioned throughout the year 

as opposed to the Congress  

Party whose activities were 

confined to once a year. 

•     This    movement     led    to    the 

Montague Declaration of 1917 in 

which it was declared that there 

would  be  more  Indians  in  the 

government     leading     to     the 

development   of   self-governing 

institutions  ultimately  realising 

responsible      governments      in 

India.    This    Declaration    (also 

known 

• as August Declaration) implied 

that the demand for home rule 

would no longer be considered 

seditious. This was the biggest 

significance of the movement. 

•     Annie    Besant    convinced    the 

Congress     to     pledge     to     an 

educative   propaganda   and   the 

establishing        of        local-level 

committees.  It  was  also  agreed 

upon   that   if   these   conditions 

were  not  satisfied  by September 

1916, she would be free to set up 

a         home         rule         league. 

Accordingly,    she    set    up    her 

Home        Rule        League        in 

September 1916. Tilak, however, 

was   not   bound   by   any   such 

ondition  and  so  had  set  up  his 

league in April 1916. 

The following reasons were 

responsible for the Decline of 

Home Rule League in India: 

• The  Movement  was  left  

leaderless once Tilak left for 

England to pursue a  libel  case 

he had filed and Annie Besant 

was largely satisfied by the 

promise of Reforms. 

• Its further growth and activity  

were stalled by the rise of 

Mahatma Gandhi and his 

Satyagraha art of revolution: 

non-violent, but  mass-based 

civil disobedience. Gandhi's 

Hindu  lifestyle,  mannerisms 

and immense respect for Indian 

culture and the common people 

of India made him immensely 

popular with India's common 

people. His victories in leading 

the farmers of  Champaran, 

Bihar and Kheda,  Gujarat 

against the British uthorities on 

tax revolts made him a national 

hero. 

• After the Montagu  Declaration  

the league agreed to suspend its 

expansion of the movement. 

After this the all moderate 

candidate gave up the 

membership of league. 

• The league believed that the  

British government will 

gradually reform the 

• administration and local 

representative system by 

ushering participation of local 

Indians. 

•  Sir  Subbier  Subramania   Iyer 

was an Indian lawyer, jurist and 

freedom fighter who, along with 

Annie Besant, founded  the 

Home Rule Movement. He was 

popularly known as the "Grand 

Old Man of South India". 

Subramania Iyer was born in 
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the Madurai district of Madras 

Presidency. 

•     On  completion  of  his  schooling 

in    Madura,    Subramania    Iyer 

qualified  as  a  lawyer  from  the 

University  of  Madras,  and  went 

on   to   practice   as   a   lawyer   in 

Madurai    and    Madras,    before 

being  appointed  a  Judge  of  the 

Madras High Court, in 1891. He 

also  served  as  the  first  Indian 

Chief    Justice    of    the    Madras 

High   Court,   before   retiring   in 

1907. 

•     After making Madras her home, 

Annie  Besant  founded  a  weekly 

newspaper      Commonweal      in 

January 1914. 

• She started a newspaper, "New 

India", criticized  British  rule 

and was jailed for sedition. 

• Young India was a Journal by 

Mahatma Gandhi. Tolstoy Farm 

•     Tolstoy  Farm  was  a  community 

started  by  Gandhi  in  Transvaal, 

South Africa, in 1910. It became 

the       headquarters       of       the 

campaign   of   satyagraha   (non- 

violence)  which  he  lead  at  that 

time.    This    campaign    was    a 

reaction   to   the   discrimination 

against   Indians   in   Transvaal, 

and  at  one  stage,  2,500  people 

of  Indian  origin  were  in  jail  for 

non-violent    resistance    to    the 

racist laws. 

•     The     farm,     22     miles     from 

Johannesburg, had been bought 

by  Herman  Kallenbach,  one  of 

Gandhi’s  supporters  and  placed 

at       the       disposal       of       the 

Satyagrahis  for  as  long  as  the 

campaign lasted. 

• Gandhi recalled that between 70 

and 80 people lived in this “co- 

operative commonwealth”, but 

sometimes there were more. 

They were mostly young men 

and children, with a few women 

and older men. They were 

members of various religions  

and various origins, not just 

Indians. 

• Various languages,  Gujarati, 

Tamil, Hindi and English, were 

spoken by the residents. Adults 

and children worked in farming 

and gardening, including 

pruning fruit trees, growing, 

harvesting, nd clearing 

woodland. The emphasis was 

upon simple communal living 

combined with a clearly 

structured routine of work, 

school, bathing and a general 

meeting at the end of the day. 
• Meals were vegetarian. 

•     Shrimadh         Bhagvad         Gita 

Rahasya,  popularly  also  known 

as   Gita   Rahasya   or   Karmayog 

Shashtra,    is    a    1915    Marathi 

language     book     authored     by 

Indian     social     reformer     and 

independence        activist        Bal 

Gangadhar  Tilak  while  he  was 

in  prison  at  Mandalay,  Burma. 

It  is  the  analysis  of  Karma  yoga 

which   finds   its   source   in   the 

Bhagavad  Gita,  the  sacred  book 

for Hindus. 

• According to him, the real  

message behind the 

Mahabharata’s Gita is to act or 

perform, which is covered in the 

initial parts rather than 

renounce, which is covered in  

the later parts of theepic 

Mahabharata. He took the 

Mimamsa rule of interpretation 

as the basis of building up his 

thesis. 
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Ahrar Movement 

 
•     Ahrar  Movement  was  a  movement 

founded  in  1910  under  the  leadership 

of    MaulanaMuhammed    Ali    Hakim 

Ajmal Khan. 

• This movement was in opposition to 

the loyalist politics of the Aligarh 

movement, itsmembers advocated 

active participation in the nationalist 

movement. 

• Ahrar movement was moved by the 

modern ideas of self-government; its 

member 

advocated active participation in the 

nationalist movement. 

•    Hakim  Ajmal  Khan,  Iqbal,  CR  Das, 

Sir Mian Muhammad Shafi and leaders 

of   Ahrar    wereagainst    the    Lucknow 

Pact.  The  issue  of  separate  electorates 

got prominence in theMuslim majority 

provinces  by  the  late  1920s  due  to  the 

unwise      weightage      formula      ofthe 

Lucknow Pact. 

 
The Khaksar Movement 

 
•    It  was  a  social  movement  based  in 

Lahore,       Punjab,       British       India, 

established by AllamaMashriqi in 1931, 

with  the  aim  of  freeing  India  from  the 

rule of the British Empire andestablish 

a Hindu-Muslim government in India. 

•    Mashriqi  had  said  in  1931  that  the 

Khaksar  movement  had  three  distinct 

objectives;   "toemphasize   the   idea   of 

superiority  of  God,  unity  of  the  nation 

and service to mankind". 

• Allama Mashriqi was called  to  join 

the Quit India Movement. Mashriqi  

was apprehensiveof its outcome  and 

did not agree with the Congress 

Working Committee's resolution. 

 
Government Acts for Repression 

of Swadeshi Movement 

•    Seditious Meetings Act (1907) 

• Criminal   Law   (Amendment)   Act 

(1908) 

• Indian  Newspapers  (Incitement  to 

Offences) Act (1908) 

•    Explosive Substances Act (1908) 

•    Indian Press Act (1910) 

 
Anushilan Samiti 

 
• It was  established by 

Pramathanath Mitra became 

one of the most organised 

Revolutionary  associations, 

especially in the Eastern Bengal 

where  the Dhaka Anushilan 

Samitihad several branches and 

carried out major activities. 

 
Jugantar 

 
• It was initially formed by an 

innercircle of the Kolkata 

Anushilan Samiti, like the 

Palmach of Haganah. The 

Anushilan Samiti hadover five 

hundred branches. Indians  

living in America and Canada 

had established the 

Gadarorganization. 

 
Baba Ramchandra 

 
Baba Ramchandra was a sanyasi who 

had earlier been to Fiji as  an 

indentured labourer His battlefieldwas 

Awadh where he led the peasants 

against the exploitation of zamindars 

and British. 

• He moved around the region with a 

copy of the Ramayana under his arm, 

blendingreadings from this popular 

Hindu epic with denunciations of both 

the British Raj and thelandlords, and 

appealed to the peasants to  act  

together against their exploiters. 
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• Although he began by seeking to 

harmonise tenant-landlord relations, 

Ram Chandrasoon considered this  to 

be a wasted effort and began  to 

mobilise the peasants. 

•    He encouraged peasants to pay only 

the   required   rent   and   refrain   from 

customary  donations.  In  1919  he  led 

the   first   peasant   protest   against   the 

landlords  and  by  1920  had  organised 

all  the  farmers  associations  in  Oudh, 

forming  the  Oudh  Kisan  Sabha  (Oudh 

Farmers’ Association). 

• He was arrested on a number of 

occasions for organizing  public 

protests. 

 
SWADESHI PHASE 

 
Let   us   revise   few   connecting   events 

from previous VANPossible 

introduction   to   any   question   in   and 

around 1905: 

 
• The period in and around 1905, 

along with the Partition of 

Bengal in 1905, saw a major 

leapforward in Indian National 

movement. The richness of the 

movement was not confined 

topolitics alone, it lead to 

expanse of the Revolt to the 

common Indian masses. 

• The Partition ofBengal and the 

revolt against it lead to the 

emergence of almost all the 

major political trends ofthe 

Indian national movement. 

 
What were the Different  Phases 

of Indian National Movement in 

the UpcomingDecades? 

 
From conservative moderation to 

political extremism, from terrorism to 

incipient socialism, from petitioning 

and public speeches to passive 

resistance and boycott, all had their 

origins inthe movement. 

Recognition of the True Nature of 

British Rule: 

 
• The Government was not concealing 

their demands 

• Militant among those politically 

conscious got disillusioned and started 

looking for amore effective mode of 

political action. 

•    The economic miseries of the 1890s 

further      exposed      the      exploitative 

character of colonial rule. 

•       Severe    famines    killed    90    lakh 

persons    between    1896    and    1900. 

Bubonic  plague  affectedlarge  areas  of 

the  DeccanGrowth  of  Confidence  and 

Self-Respect 

• Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Aurobindo 

Ghosh and Bipin Chandra Pal 

repeatedly urged thenationalists to rely 

on the character and capacities of the 

Indian people. 

• There was the  widespread  feeling  

that only masses were capable of 

making the immense sacrifices needed 

to win freedom. 

 
Growth of Education: 

 
• The spread of Education led to an 

increased awareness among the  

masses, on the other hand, the rise in 

unemployment and underemployment 

among the educated drew attention to 

poverty and the underdeveloped state  

of country's economy under colonial 

ruleReaction to Increasing 

Westernization. 

• The new  leadership felt the 

stranglehold    of   excessive 

westernisation and sensed  colonial 

designsto  submerge  the   Indian 

national identity in the British Empire 

Myths of Western Superiority Busted. 
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•  The  intellectual  and    moral 

inspiration of the new leadership was 

Indian. Intellectuals    likeSwami 

Vivekananda,   Bankim    Chandra 

Chatterjee   and  Swami   Dayanand 

Saraswatiinspired   many     young 

nationalists with their forceful alai 

articulate arguments, paintingIndia's 

past in brighter colors than the British 

ideologues    had. These thinkers 

explodedthe    myth  of   western 

superiority by referring to the richness 

of Indian    civilization   in   thepast 

Dayanand's 'India for the Indians' 

Dissatisfaction with Achievements of 

Moderates. 

•     The   younger   elements   within   the 

Congress   were   dissatisfied   with   the 

achievements ofthe  Moderates first  15- 

20 years. They were strongly critical of 

the         methods         of         peacefuland 

constitutional      agitation,      popularly 

known   as   the   "Three   'P's"—   prayer, 

petition     andprotest—and     described 

these         methods         as         'political 

mendicancy'. 

 
A Trained Leadership Had 

Emerged : 

 
• This leadership could provide  a 

proper di-annelisation of the immense 

potential for political struggle  which 

the masses possessed and, as the 

militant nationalists thought, were 

ready to give expression  to.  This 

energy of the masses got a release 

during themovement against the 

partition of Bengal, which acquired the 

form of the swadeshi agitation. 

 
Different Acts that proved that 

Government was taking away the 

Rights of Citizens 

•     1892  –I  ndian  Council  Act  Failed 

and  was  Criticized  by  Nationalist  that 

it failed to satisfy them. 

•    1897 - Deportation of Natu brothers 

without  trial  &  Tilak  was  imprisoned 

without trial 

•      1898   -   Further   repressive   laws 

under IPC 124A 

•     1898-No   of   members   in   Calcutta 

cooperation were reduced 

•     1904  -  Official  Secrets  Act  curbed 

the freedom of Press 

•     1904  -  Indian  universities  act  lead 

to   greater   Government   control   Over 

Universities 

 
Important Events 

• Decision to Partition – 1903 

• Anti-partition campaign under 

Surendranath Banerjee, KK Mitra & 

Ray- 1903-1905 

• Announcement of Partition -July 

1905 

• Boycott resolution in Calcutta town 

hall - formal proclamation of swadeshi 

• Day of mourning : Oct 16,1905 

• Annulment of Partition - 1911 – 

(Governor General: Hardinge) 

• Moderate - Extremist dispute about 

spread of the movement 

• 1906 - Dadabahai President of 

Congress – The Calcutta Session  lead  

to 4 point agendaof: Self-government 

(SWARAJ), declaration & passive 

resistance + Swadeshi/boycott 

+national education 

• 1907 - Surat Split 

 
Bengal with a population of 78 million 

(about a quarter of the population of 

British India) hadindeed become 

administratively unwieldy. Equally 

there was no escaping the fact that the 

realmotive or partitioning Bengal was 

political. Indian nationalism was 

gaining in strength and partition 

expected to weaken what was 
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perceived as the nerve centre of Indian 

nationalism at that time. 
 

The main Intention was to dethrone 

Calcutta’ from its position  as  the 

‘centre from which the Congress Party  

is manipulated throughout Bengal, and 

indeed which the Congress  Party  

centre of successful intrigue’  and 

‘divide ,the Bengali speaking 

population.’ The partitionof the state 

intended to curb Bengali influence by 

not only placing Bengalis under two 

administrations but by reducing them 

to a minority in Bengal itself. 

 
Also, the partition was meant to foster 

another kind of division— this time on 

the basis of religion. The policy of 

propping up Muslim  communalists  as 

a counter to the Congressand the 

national movement was to be 

implemented. 

 
ANTI PARTITION MOVEMENT 

 
Under the Moderates Leaders in 

Charge: Surendranath Banerjee, 

K.K.Mitra and Chandra Ray Objective 

was: To exert sufficient pressure on the 

Government through an educated 

public opinion in India and England 

and to prevent the unjust partition of 

Bengal from being implemented. 

 
Methods Adopted: 

Petitions to the Government, public 

meetings, memoranda, and 

propaganda through pamphlets and 

newspapers such as Hitabadi, Sajibani 

and Bengalee Swadeshi Movement 

elsewhere 

1. Tilak- Maharashtra 

2. Lala lajpat Rai - Punjab 

3. Syed Haider Raza - Delhi 

4. Chidambaram Pillai – Madras 

Under the Militant leadership. 

 
After  1905,  the  Extremists  acquired  a 

dominant  influence  over  the  Swadeshi 

Movement inBengal. 

 
There were three reasons for 

this: 

• The Moderate-led movement had 

failed to yield results. 

• The divisive tactics of the 

Governments of both the Bengals had 

Embittered the nationalists. 

• The Government had resorted to 

suppressive measures, which included 

atrocities on students—many of whom 

were given corporal  punishment; 

banon public singing of Bande 

Mataram; restriction on public 

meetings; prosecution and long 

imprisonment of swadeshi workers; 

clashes between the police and the 

people in many towns; arrests and 

deportation     of leaders; and 

suppression of freedom of  the 

press.The Extremist gave a call for 

Passive Resistance. 

 
What all things did Passive 

Resistance Include? 

 
• The boycott of Government schools 

and colleges, Government Service, 

courts, legislative councils, 

municipalities, government titles etc. 

• The militant nationalists tried to 

transform the ant partition and 

Swadeshi Movement into a mass s 

struggle and gave the slogan of India's 

independence from foreign rule. 

 
The Extremists gave the idea of India's 

independence the central place in 

India's politics.The goal of 
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independence was to be achieved 

through self-sacrifice. 

“What we could not have accomplished 

in  50  or  100  years,  the  great  disaster, 

the partition of Bengal, has done for us 

in  six  months.  Its  fruits  have  been  the 

great national movement known as the 

Swadeshi movement.” - Abdul Rasul. 

 
The work of extremist relied on 3 

criteria’s 

•  Self-development through 

constructive work 

• Passive resistance & mass 

mobilization 

• Freedom through certain techniques 

Arobindo      Ghosh      -      first to 

systematically criticize the moderate 

leadership- in new lamps for old in 

induprakash. 

 
TILAK - WAS KNOWN AS 

FATHER OF INDIAN UNREST. 

 
New Forms of Struggle 

• Boycott of foreign goods 

• Public meetings & Processions 

• Corps of volunteers, Samitis 

• Popular festival use 

• Emphasis to self-reliance- Atma 

shakti 

• Programme of swadeshi & national 

education 

• Swadeshi & indigenous Enterprises 

• Impact of cultural sphere. 

 
Important Facts for Prelims: 

Cultural Significance of Partition 

movement of 1905. 

• VP Chidambaram - "National 

Shipbuiliding 

• Swadesh Bandhab Samiti- Ashwini 

Kumar Dutt 

• Tagore - AMAR Sonar Bangla 

• Subramanium Bharati - Swadesh 

Geetam - in TN 

• Abanindranath Tagore - broke the 

domination of victorian naturalisation 

& took 

inspiration from mughal,ajanta  & 

rajput paintings-- BHARAT MATA 

PAINTING 

• Nandlal Bose- first recipient of 

scholarship - from Indian society of 

oriental art 

• Science- JC bose &  Prafulchandra  

Roy 

 
All India Muslims League 

 
In     December     1906:     ALL     INDIA 

MUSLIM LEAGUE was formed. 

 
Following three factors were 

responsible for the formation of the 

Muslim League in India: 

 
• Loss of Sovereignty by Mughal 

Rulers - The British established 

their absolute rule over 

theIndian peninsula when they 

dethroned the Mughal rulers. 

Since the Mughal throne had 

asymbolic importance and 

emotional value for common 

Muslims in India it was seen as 

an attackon Muslim identity 

itself. 

• British Policy of  Divide  and 

Rule - In order to maintain their 

hold over India, the British 

government began to  follow 

their infamous policy of ‘Divide 

and Rule’. In 1871, the 

government       adopted  a 

resolution which made Urdu the 

medium of instruction for 

Muslims in primary 

andsecondary schools and 

increased the government aid to 

Muslim education institutions. 
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Muslim rulers were  portrayed  

as plunderers and Hindu rulers 

as cruel to their Muslim  

subjects. The partition of Bengal 

was also publicized as a move in 

the interest of Muslims. Caste 

and religion fault lines were 

magnified on purpose through 

the Press, posters, literature,  

etc., and  communal  leaders 

were accepted as authentic 

representatives of their 

communities. 

• Relative Backwardness of Muslim 

Community - The communal and 

separatist trend of thinking grew 

among the Muslims  because  of 

their then relative backwardness in 

education, trade andindustry. 

Because of the hostility of upper 

class Muslim zamindars and 

aristocrats towards the British, 

Muslim largely  remained  aloof 

from modern western education. 

Since the British  also  regarded 

them as responsible for the 1857 

rebellion, they were discriminated 

against. 
Immediate Causes: 
• Hindi Urdu Controversy in United 

Province 

• Swadeshi Movement 

•    Morley's budget Speech in 1906 

 
The Reasons that lead to fizzling out of 

the Swadeshi Movement were as 

follows- 

 
• There was severe government 

repression. 

• The movement failed to create an 

effective organization or a party 

structure. It threw up an entire gamut  

of techniques that came to be  

associated with Gandhian politics—  

non cooperation, passive resistance, 

filling of British jails, social reform and 

constructive work—but failed to give 

these techniques a disciplined focus. 

•       The     movement     was     rendered 

leaderless   with   most   of   the   leaders 

either   arrested   or   deported   by   1908 

and  with  Aurobindo-Ghosh  and  Bipin 

Chandra    Pal    retiring     from     active 

politics. 

•     Internal  squabbles  among  leaders, 

magnified by the Surat split (1907), did 

much harm to the movement. 

• The movement aroused the  people 

but did not know how to tap the newly 

released energy or how to find new 

forms to give expression to popular 

resentment. 

• The movement largely remained 

confined to the upper and middle 

classes and zamindars, and failed to 

reach the masses—especially the 

peasantry. 

• Non-cooperation and passive 

resistance remained mere ideas. 

• It is difficult to  sustain  a  mass-  

based movement at a high pitch for too 

long. 

 
The     era     around     1903-1908,     was 

significant       in       Indian       National 

Movement,  not  only  for  the     reason 

that   ,   it   lead   to   the   “Partition   of 

Bengal”       and       the       “       Swadeshi 

Movement”,    but    also    forone    more 

Important event - THE SURAT SPLIT. 

 
Annulment of Partition of  Bengal 

 
•       It    was    decided    in    1911(Delhi 

Durbar) under the viceroy ship of Lord 

Hardinge. 

•     Lord   Minto-II   was   appointed   the 

Viceroy  of  India  in  the  year  1905  after 

the   resignationof   Lord   Curzon   and 

served office till 1910. 
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•    It was decided to annul the partition 

of  Bengal  in  1911  mainly  to  curb  the 

menace ofrevolutionary terrorism. 

• The annulment  came  as  a  rude 

shock to the Muslim political elite. It 

was decided toshift the capital to Delhi 

as a sop to the Muslims, as it was 

associated with Muslim glory, but the 

Muslims were not pleased. 

 
MODERATES vs. EXTREMISTS 

MODERATES 

1 Moderates aimed at administrative 

and constitutional reforms. Extremists 

aimed at nothing short of swaraj as it 

existed in the United Kingdom and its 

self-governing colonies. Tilak said, 

“Swaraj is my birth right and I shall 

have it”. 

 
2 Moderates wanted more Indians in 

the administration and not to an  end  

of British rule. Extremists wanted to 

end the British rule. 

 
3 Moderate leaders had faith in the 

British sense of justice and fair play. 

Extremist drew their supporters 

included peoples from all sections 

including the lower middle class, 

workers, and farmers. Extremists thus 

had a wider social base. 

 
4 Moderates Believed political 

connections with Britain to be  in 

India’s social, political and Extremists 

drew their inspiration from  India’s 

past. 

 
EXTREMISTS 

 
1   -  Extremists  revived   the   Ganapati 

and  Sivaji  festivals  to  arouse  cultural 

interests.     the     masses.     Extremists 

wanted   to   inculcate   pride   in   India’s 

glorious culture to generate the  spirit  

of nationalism. Extremists invoked 

goddesses Kali or Durga for strength to 

fight for the motherland. 

 
2  -  Most  of  the  moderate  leaders  were 

loyal   to   British.   Many   of   them   held 

high      ranks      under      the      British 

government.      Extremist      denounced 

British   rule   and   defied   it.   Many   of 

them      (Extremists)      were      arrested 

because of anti-British activities. 

 
Moderates believed in constitutional 

means and worked within the 

framework of the law. Their methods 

including passing resolutions, 

persuasion, sending petitions and 

appeals. Extremist were radical in their 

approach. Demands of extremists were 

aggressive. 

 
Moderates received their support from 

the intelligentsia and urban middle 

class. Moderates had a narrow social 

base. Extremists believed in  atma 

shakti or self-reliance as a weapon 

against domination. 

 
Moderates believed in cooperation and 

reconciliation. Extremists believed in 

militant methods including swadeshi 

and boycott. According to Tilak, 

freedom to be fought for. 

 
Examples of moderate leaders- 

Dadabhai Naoroji, Gopal Krishna 

Gokhale etc. 

Examples of extremist leaders- Bala 

Gangadhara Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal 

and Lala Lajpat Rai, Aurobindo Ghosh. 

 
THE SURAT SPLIT 

 
The Extremists wanted to extend the 

Boycott and Swadeshi Movement to 

regions outside Bengal and also to 
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include all forms of associations (such 

as government service, law courts, 

legislative councils, etc.) within the 

boycott programme and thus start a 

nationwide mass movement. 

 
The Moderates, on the other hand,  

were not in favour of extending the 

movement beyondBengal and were 

totally opposed to boycott of councils 

and similar associations. They 

advocated strictly constitutional 

methods to protest  against  the 

partition of Bengal. 

 
At the Calcutta session of the Congress 

in    December    1906,    the    Moderate 

enthusiasm had cooled a bit because of 

the  popularity  of  the  Extremists  and 

the      revolutionary      terrorists      and 

because  of  communal  riots.  Here,  the 

Extremists    wanted    either    Tilak    or 

Lajpat  Rai  as  the  president,  while  the 

Moderates    proposed    the    name    of 

Dadabhai   Naoroji,   who   was   widely 

respected by all the nationalists. 

 
Different Interpretations of 

Swaraj 

 
In  1906  Dadabhai  Naoroji  was  elected 

as the president and as a concession to 

the  militants,  the  goal  of  the  Indian 

National    Congress    was    defined    as 

‘swarajya  or  self-government  like  the 

United  Kingdom  or  the  colonies’.  Also 

a         resolution         supporting         the 

programme  of  swadeshi,  boycott  and 

national education was passed. 

 
The word swaraj was  mentioned  for 

the first time, but its connotation was 

not speit out, whichleft the field open 

for differing interpretations by the 

Moderates and the Extremists. 

Different Perception Regarding 

the Method of Struggle 

 
The Extremists, emboldened by the 

proceedings at the Calcutta session, 

gave a call for wide passive resistance 

and boycott of schools, colleges, 

legislative councils, municipalities, 

lawcourts, etc. The Moderates, 

encouraged by the news that council 

reforms were on the anvil, decided to 

tone down the Calcutta programme. 

 
Anticipation of Council Reforms 

 
The Moderates saw in the council 

reforms an opportunity to realise their 

dream of Indianparticipation in the 

administration. Any hasty  action  by 

the Congress, the Moderates felt, 

underExtremist pressure was bound to 

annoy the Liberals in  power  in 

England then. 

The Moderates did not realize that the 

council reforms were meant by the 

Government moreto isolate the 

Extremists than to reward the 

Moderates. The Extremists did not 

realise that theModerates could act as 

their outer line of defense in face of 

state repression. Both sides did 

notrealise that in a vast country like 

India ruled by a powerful imperialist 

country, only a broadbasednationalist 

movement could succeed. 

 
Act of 1909  Morley-Minto 

Reforms 

 
• Lord Morley, the then secretary 

of state of India  and  Lord 

Minto, the then viceroy of India, 

announced some reforms in the 

British Parliament. They were 

announced to placate 

themoderate nationalists by 



116  

 

MODERN HISTORY 2021 
 

giving       some       constitutional 

concessions.  At  the  same  time 

theysuppressed      the      militant 

nationalists  there  by  creating  a 

divide  and  rule  after  the  Surat 

split oF1907. 

 
1. It considerably increased the size of 

the legislative councils, both  central 

and provincial. Thenumber of member 

in the central legislative council was 

raised from 16 to 60. Now theviceroy’s 

executive council consisted of viceroy 

+     1     extra-ordinary     member+     7 

members. 

 
• Although it increased the number of 

elected members in the Imperial 

Legislative Counciland Provincial 

Legislative Council, most of the elected 

members were indirectly electedby the 

provincial councils in the case of 

Imperial council and by municipal 

committeesand district boards in the 

case of the provincial councils. Some of 

the elected seats werereserved for 

landlords and British capitalists in 

India. 

 
Moreover, the reformed councilsstill 

enjoyed no power, being merely 

advisory bodies. 

 
2. Retained official majority in the 

Central legislative council, but allowed 

non-official majorityin the provincial 

legislative council. 

 
3. It enlarged deliberative functions of 

the legislative councils at both the  

levels i.e. memberscould now ask 

supplementary questions, move 

resolution on the budget, discuss bills 

etc. 

 
4. It provided (for the first time) for  

the association of Indians with the 

executive councils ofviceroy and 

governors. Satyendra  Prasad  Sinha 

was the first Indian to join viceroy’s 

executivecouncil. He was appointed as 

the law member. 

 
5. Introduced a system of communal 

representation for Muslims by 

accepting the conceptof ‘separate 

electorate’. Under this the Muslim 

members were to be selected only by 

Muslimvoters. Thus the act legalised 

communalism and Lord Minto came to 

be known as Father of Communal 

Electorate. 

 
GOKHALE  – said “Our achievements 

would  be  small,  our  failures  frequent, 

but  we  must  contain  with  serving  our 

country  with  our  failures  -  with  this 

our   strength   will   grow”   The   period 

between   1903-1908,   was   one   of   the 

most  important  transitional  period  in 

India-It  raised  confidence  of  Indians, 

brought  different  opinions  and  people 

from all sections to the mainstream. 

 
RISE OF REVOLUTIONARY 

TERRORISM – PHASE 1 

 
Why violence now-at this stage? 

 
• This was primarily because they 

could find no other way of 

expressing their patriotism. It 

isnecessary at this point to 

reiterate the fact that, while the 

youth of Bengal might have 

beenincensed at the official 

arrogance and repression and 

the ‘mendicancy’ of  the  

Congress Moderates. 

• They were also led to  ‘the 

politics of the bomb’ by the 

Extremists’ failure to give 

apositive lead to the people. 
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They had talked and written 

about direct action, The 

Extremists had failed to find 

forms through which all these 

ideas could find practical 

expression. The  Extremists 

could not create a viable 

organization to lead the 

movement nor could they really 

define the movement in a way 

that differed from that of the 

Moderates. 

• “The Extremist way of struggled 

had come to a dead End”- 

according to the Youth who 

moved towards militant 

nationalism. 

• The thirty crores of people 

inhabiting India must  raise  

their sixty crores of hands to  

stop thiscurse of oppression. 

Force must be stopped  by 

force”- Yugantar Method of 

Oppression Decided by the 

Militant Youth. 

• They decided to organize the 

assassination of unpopular 

British officials. Such 

assassinations would strike 

terror into the hearts of the 

rulers, amuse the patriotic 

instincts of the people, inspire 

them and remove the fear of 

authority from their  minds. 

Each assassination, and if 

theassassins were caught, the 

consequent trial of the 

revolutionaries involved, would 

act as ‘propaganda by deed’’ All 

that this form  of  struggle 

needed was numbers of young 

peopleready to sacrifice their 

lives. 

• It aroused their latent sense of 

heroism. A steadily increasing 

number of young men turned to 

this form of political struggle. 

 
GHADR PARTY 

 
• Ghadr was an early 20th- 

century movement among 

Indians, principally Sikhs living 

in NorthAmerica, to end British 

rule in their homeland of India. 

The movement originated with 

anorganization of immigrants in 

California called the Hindustani 

Workers of the Pacific Coast. 

• Shortly after the outbreak of 

World War I, many of the 

Ghadrites returned to India and 

forseveral months during 1915 

carried on terrorist activities in 

central Punjab. Attempted 

uprisings were quickly crushed 

by the British. After the war, the 

party in America split into 

Communist  and  anti- 

Communist factions. The party 

was dissolved in 1948, after  

India had  achieved 

independence. 

• Main Leaders Lala Hardylal, 

Bhagwan Singh, Kartar Singh 

etc. Organization established & 

their Head Quarters Swadesh 

Sevak Home -- Vancouver & 

United India House –Seattle. 

 
Method of Working 

1. To organize assassinations, 

2. Publish revolutionary & anti 

imperialistic behaviour 

3. Preached militant nationalism with 

secular approach. 

 
KOMATA MARU INCIDENT 

 
What was the Komagata Maru? 
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•     The   Komagata   Maru   was   a  coal- 

transport   steamship    that   had   been 

converted   into   a   passenger   ship   by 

Hong  Kong-based  businessman  Gurdit 

Singh.   It   set   off   from   HongKong   in 

April     1914,     reaching     Vancouver’s 

harbour a month later with 376 people 

onboard,    most    of   them    Sikhs    like 

Singh. 

 
Why was the ship turned away? 

 
•    The Komagata Maru was, in a sense, 

designed     as     a     test     of     Canada’s 

increasingly         strict         immigration 

policies.  Among the  most  cumbersome 

requirements  for  new  arrivals  wasthe 

Continuous         Passage         regulation, 

instituted by the Canadian government 

in   1908.   It   stated   that   immigrants 

must  “come  from  the  country  of  their 

birth,  or  citizenship,  by  a  continuous 

journey”  and  using  tickets  “purchased 

before   leaving   the   country   of   their 

birth or citizenship.” 

 
• That means if you  were  born  in 

India, went to China, and then 

continued on to Canada,you were 

illegal. 

 
What happened to everyone else? 

 
•       Eventually,    after    a    two-month 

standoff     in     the     waters     just     off 

Vancouver,  the  ship  was  escorted  back 

out  to  sea  by  the  Canadian  military. 

During   the   span   of   time   it   sat   in 

theharbour,      the      Komagata      Maru 

became      something      of      a      media 

sensation,  and  drew  plentyof  attention 

from   the   public   at   large.   19   of   the 

passengers were killed by gunfire upon 

disembarking. Others were 

imprisoned. 

What was Hindu German 

Conspiracy? 

 
• The  “Hindu-German 

conspiracy” involved India’s 

revolutionary exiles in the US 

and Europe. Turkish  officials 

and Irish Republicans lent some 

extra colour to the effort.  

Moving arms from America to 

the subcontinent was only one 

part of the German ambition to 

turn Britain’s greatest 

advantage — thepossession of 

India — into a liability. 

• Germany looked for allies  

among the Bengal 

revolutionaries, the Ghadar 

Party in Punjab, theDeobandis, 

Hindu princes and Muslim 

nawabs. The German effort 

peaked with the  establishment 

of aprovisional government of 

India in Kabul exactly a century 

ago this year in December 1915. 

 
The  plan  was  to  bring  20,000  Turkish 

and   German   soldiers   to   Afghanistan 

and  assist  Kabul  in  launching  a  war 

against   the   Raj.   The   attack   on   the 

North      West      Frontier      would      be 

reinforced  by   a   mutiny   in  theIndian 

army  and  a  popular  upsurge  against 

British rule. 

 
What was Zimmerman Plan? 

Who was “Arthur Zimmerman”? 

 
• Arthur Zimmermann (5 October 

1864 – 6 June 1940) was State 

Secretary for Foreign Affairs of 

theGerman Empire from 22 

November 1916 until his 

resignation on 6 August 1917. His 

name is associatedwith the 

Zimmermann Telegram during 
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World War I. However, he was 

closely involved in plans 

tosupport rebellions in Ireland 

and in India, and to assist the 

Bolsheviks to undermine Tsarist 

Russia. 

• THE BERLIN COMMITTEE  

FOR INDIAN 

INDEPENDENCEYEAR          OF 

ESTABLISHMENT:     1915     by 

“Virendranath 

Chattopadhyay”MAJOR 

LEADERS:   Lala Hardayal, 

Bhupendranath   Dutta   and 

others  During  the  First  World 

War,  Berlin  became  an 

organizational   hub   for   Indian 

nationalist and  revolutionary 

activities.  By September  1914,  a 

group of South Asian emigrants 

had organized –with permission 

of  and  in  cooperation  with  the 

German   Foreign   Office   –   the 

Berlin   Indian Independence 

Committee   (IIC).   The   Foreign 

Office together with the Political 

Office   of   the   Reserve   General 

Staff cooperated    with  exiles, 

revolutionaries   and   opposition 

groups   from   various 

nationalities 

 
Aims and Activities of the IIC 

 
The main tasks of the Berlin Indian 

Independence Committee included 

• to prepare a mission tothe 

Persian Gulf “in order to 

convince Indian  troops  there 

not to fight the Turkish and 

Persian armies to organise a 

mission to the Emir of 

Afghanistan in order to get 

permission to enter India with 

an Indian battalion from the 

Afghan territory and to carry 

out propaganda among South 

Asian prisoners of war in 

Germany, first of all in the so- 

called Halbmondlager in 

Wünsdorf. 

 
HOME RULE MOVEMENT 

 
Home    Rule    League,    either    of    two 

short-lived  organizations  of  the  same 

name in India established in April and 

September      1916,     respectively,     by 

Indian   nationalist   Tilak   and   British 

social         reformer         and         Indian 

independence    leader    Annie    Besant. 

The   term,   borrowed   from   a   similar 

movement  in  Ireland,  referred  to  the 

efforts of Indian nationalists to achieve 

self    rule    from    the    British    Indian 

government. 

 
Factors Leading -to - Home Rule 

Movement - 

• Moderates were disillusioned by 

Morley Minto reforms 

• People feeling burden of wartime 

miseries 

•   Tilak was ready to assume 

leadership 

• Annie Besant, an Irish Theosophist 

based in India has decided to enlarge 

the sphere ofher activities. 

 
THE PROGRAMME OF HOME 

RULE LEAGUE 

 
• To Convey to common man message 

of home rule & self-government 

• Attracted Politically backward 

regions 

• Promoting political education & 

discussion through public meetings, 

organizing libraries and reading rooms 

etc. 

• They fulfilled their aim through 

holding conferences, organising classes 

for students on politics, propaganda 



120  

 

MODERN HISTORY 2021 
 

through newspapers, pamphlets, 

posters, illustrated post-cards, plays, 

religious songs, etc., collecting funds, 

organising social work, and 

participating in local government 

activities. 

• The Russian Revolution was a 

motivation for the Home Rule League 

Reasons why the Home Rule  

Movement faded off the  Movement  

was also left leaderless once Tilak left 

for England to pursue a libel case he 

had filed and Annie Besant was largely 

satisfied by the promise of Reforms. 

• Its further growth and activity were 

stalled by the rise of Mahatma Gandhi 

and his Satyagraha art of revolution: 

non-violent, but mass-based civil 

disobedience. Gandhi's Hindu lifestyle, 

mannerisms and immense respect for 

Indian culture and the common people 

of India made him immensely popular 

with India's common people. His 

victories in leading the farmers of 

Champaran, Bihar and Kheda, Gujarat 

against the British authorities on tax 

revolts made him an .ational hero. 

 
After the Montagu Declaration the 

league agreed to suspend its expansion 

of the movement. After this the all 

moderate candidate gave up the 

membership of league. The league 

believed that the British government 

will gradually reform the  

administration and local 

representative system by ushering 

participation of local Indians.  Also 

there was lack of Effective  

Organization. 

 
Why was the Lucknow Pact 

Significant? 

 
• It presented the Home Rule 

Leaguers with the long-awaited 

opportunity of demonstrating 

theirstrength.  Tilak’s  Home 

Rule League established a 

tradition that was to become an 

essentialpart of later Congress 

annual sessions. 

 
• The Lucknow Congress was 

significant also for the famous 

Congress League  Pact, 

popularlyknown      as   the 

Lucknow Pact. The Lucknow 

Congress also demanded a 

further dose ofconstitutional 

reforms as a step towards self- 

government. Another very 

significant proposalmade by 

Tilak — that the Congress  

should appoint a small and 

cohesive  Working 

Committeethat would carry on 

the day to day affairs of the 

Congress and be responsible for 

implementingthe resolutions 

passed at the annual sessions- 

However; it was quashed by the 

opposition bythe Moderates. 

 
But, Why did the Moderates and 

Extremists get together? 

 
• They realized that the Split had led 

to Political Inactivity. 

• The Old Controversies had become 

meaningless now. 

• The Home Rule  League  members  

had made significant efforts for the 

Reunion. 

• The death of the Moderates who 

had leaded the opposition of reunion. 

 
MONTAGUE’s STATEMENT OF 

1917/ THE AUGUST 

DECLARATION 
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The Governments Policy is  of 

increasing participation of Indians in 

every branch of Administration and 

gradual development of Indians in  

every branch of administration and 

gradual development of self-governing 

institutions with a view to Progressive 

Realization of Responsible 

Government in India as an  integral  

part of British Empire” 

 
 
 
 

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

ACT – 1919FEATURES 

 
• Introduction of Diarchy at the 

PROVINCES  i.e.  classification 

of the central and provincial 

subjects. The provincial subjects 

were divided into two groups: 

One was reservedsubjects 

(essential areas of law 

enforcement such as justice, 

police, revenue) were kept 

withthe Governor and 

transferred subjects (public 

health, public works, education 

etc.) were keptwith the Indian 

Ministers. This division of 

subjects was basically what they 

meant by introducing the 

Diarchy. 

• It introduced, for the first time, 

bicameralism and direct 

elections in the country. Thus, 

theIndian Legislative Council 

was replaced by a bicameral 

legislature consisting of an 

UpperHouse (Council of State) 

and a Lower House (Legislative 

Assembly). The majority of 

members ofboth the Houses 

were chosen by direct election. 

• It required that the three of the six 

members of the Viceroy’s executive 

Council (otherthan the commander-in- 

chief) were to be Indian. 

• It extended the principle  of  

communal representation by providing 

separate electorates for Sikhs, Indian 

Christians, Anglo-Indians and 

Europeans. 

• It granted franchise to a limited 

number of people on the basis of 

property, tax or education. 

• It created a new office of the High 

Commissioner for India in London and 

transferred to him some of the 

functions hitherto performed by the 

Secretary of State for India. 

•    It provided for the establishment of 

a  public  service  commission.  Hence,  a 

Central    Public    Service    Commission 

was  set  up  in  1926  for  recruiting  civil 

servants. 

• It separated, for the first time, 

provincial budgets from the Central 

budget and authorised the provincial 

legislatures to enact their budgets. 

• It provided for the appointment of a 

statutory commission to inquire into 

and report on its working after ten  

years of its coming into force. 

 
GANDHIJI’s STAY IN SOUTH 

AFRICA 

 
• South Africa was the crucible 

that forged Gandhi’s identity as  

a political activist and was 

animportant prelude to his 

return to India, where he played 

a pivotal role in securing 

itsindependence from British 

rule in August 1947. 

• Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 

arrived in South Africa in 1893  

at the relatively tender age of 24 

as a newly qualified lawyer on a 
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temporary  assignment  to  act  on 

behalf of alocal Indian trader  in 

a commercial dispute. What was 

meant to be a short stop gap for 

the    struggling    young    lawyer 

turned  into  a  21-year  stay,  with 

spells in India and England. 

• During his time here, he 

developed the strategy known as 

satyagraha (truth-force), in 

which campaigners went on 

peaceful marches and presented 

themselves for arrest in protest 

against unjust laws. 

• This form of action was to 

become one of the great political 

tools of the 20th century, 

influencing the civil rights 

movement in the United States 

and the African National 

Congress inits early years of 

struggle against apartheid in 

South Africa. 

• Even though Gandhi had  

studied law London, he had  

been battling to land work in 

India, both in Bombay (now 

Mumbai) and his hometown of 

Porbandar in Gujarat. His break 

came when Dada Abdulla and 

Sons in South Africa needed a 

lawyer who  could  speak 

Gujarati to settle  a  dispute 

witha cousin who was failing to 

pay money owed to the firm. 
 

The Train Incident: 

 
Gandhi refused on the grounds that he 

had avalid ticket, and was ejected from 

the train in Pietermaritzburg. Here he 

spent a freezing night in the waiting 

room at the station, brooding on what 

had just happened andwhether he 

should return to India.  Today, there  is 

a plaque at the station in 

Pietermaritzburg   that   reads:   'In   the 

vicinity  ofthis  plaque  MK  Gandhi  was 

evicted  from  afirst-class  compartment 

on   the   night   of   7   June1893.   This 

incident  changed  the  course  of  hislife. 

He   took   up   the   fight   against   racial 

oppression.    His    active    non-violence 

started from that date.' 

 
THE INDIAN NATAL CONGRESS 

 
• The NIC (Natal Indian  

Congress) was the first of the 

Indian Congresses to be formed. 

It was established in 1894 by 

Mahatma Gandhi to fight 

discrimination against Indian 

traders in Natal. 

• From       the       1920s the 

organization functioned under 

the umbrella organization, the 

SAIC (South African Indian 

Congress). 

• The Natal Indian  Congress 

(NIC) came into being in 1894 

and was formed by Mahatma 

Gandhito fight discrimination 

against Indian traders in Natal. 

The NIC, was the first of the 

Indian Congresses followed by 

the formation of the Transvaal 

Indian Congress (TIC) and the 

Cape Indian Congress, the three 

later went on to form the South 

African Indian Congress (SAIC) 

iN1919. Gandhi leads the march 

from Natal to the Transvaal. 

1913. 

 
INDIAN AMBULANCE CORPS 

 
The Natal Indian  Ambulance  Corps 

was created by Mahatma Gandhi for  

use by the British as stretcher bearers 

during the Second Boer War, with 

expenses met by the local Indian 
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community. Gandhi and the corps 

served at the Battle of Spion Kop. It 

consisted of 300 free Indians and 800 

indentured labourers. 

 
Why did they do this? 

 
1. The large Indian population of the 

British colonies in South Africa, led by 

Gandhi, saw in the Anglo-Boer War an 

opportunity. Through dedicated 

military service to the British Raj, 

Indians could demonstrate  to  the 

white colonists their loyalty as British 

subjects with all the rights, privileges 

and equal treatment under British law. 

2. Gandhi encouraged the recruitment 

of Indian soldiers for service in South 

Africa with his organization of the 

Indian Ambulance Corps despitehis 

sympathies for the Boer cause. The 

objective of Gandhi's service to the 

British Crown in the Anglo-Boer War 

was to force the British to recognize 

Indians as equal citizens of the British 

Empire. 

 
Why was Gandhiji awarded 

Kaiser-i-Hind? 

 
The      most      famous      recipient      is 

Mohandas  Gandhi,  who  was  awarded 

the  Kaisar-i-Hind  in  1915  by  The  Lord 

Hardinge      of      Penshurst      for      his 

contribution  to  ambulance  services  in 

South Africa. 

 
Kaiser-i-hind 

 
The   Kaisar-i-Hind   Medal   for   Public 

Service  in  India  was  a  medal  awarded 

by  the  British  monarch  between  1900 

and    1947,    to    "any    person    without 

distinction       of       race,       occupation, 

position,    or    sex    ...who    shall    have 

distinguished   himself   (or   herself)   by 

important   and   useful   service   in   the 

advancementof the public interest in 

India 

 
When did Gandhiji Return – 

Kaiser-i-Hind? 

Gandhi  returned  the  medal  in  1920  as 

part      of      the      national      campaign 

protesting      the      Jallianwala      Bagh 

massacre. 

 
THE TOLSTOY FARM 

 
• Extract From  His 

Autobiography The  Tolstoy 

Farm was named such by 

Herman Kallenbach, Gandhi's 

associate It was founded iN1910 

and disbanded in 1913 proved to 

be an ideal laboratory for 

Gandhi's  educational 

experiments. "Tolstoy Farm was 

a family in which I occupied the 

place of the father," wrote 

 
Gandhi, and that I should so far 

as possible shoulder the 

responsibility for the training of 

theyoung". 

The routine of the children on 

the farm was divided between 

attending classes and 

contributing to the maintenance 

of the farm. As at the Phoenix 

settlement manual work was 

combined with instruction on a 

daily basis, but Gandhi took this 

concept one step further 

atTolstoy by introducing 

vocational training to give "all- 

round development to the boys 

and girls". 

• Although at this stage there was 

no attempt to educate the 

children through the medium of 

aspecific handicraft, Gandhi 

enabled each child to become 
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self-supporting by 

supplementing their education 

with vocational training. Their 

ages ranging from six to sixteen, 

the children hadon an average 

eight hours of manual training 

per day, and one or, at the most 

two hours ofbook learning" 

• An added dimension of the 

Tolstoy Farm was  the  decision 

to hold co-educational classes, 

andindeed to encourage  the 

boys and girls to do everything 

together. 

• The activities which the young 

contributed their energies to at 

Tolstoy Farm included general 

labouring, cooking, scavenging, 

sandal- making, simple 

carpentry and messenger work. 

But Gandhi did not recommend 

manual     activities merely 

because they were materially 

productive or remunerative. In 

addition to productive crafts, 

manual work of a purely 

constructive nature was also 

essential for the maintenance 

and development of community 

life. The contribution ofwork 

such as sweeping, scavenging 

and water fetching was seen to 

be invaluable to the 

psychological, social and moral 

well-being of an integrated 

community. 

• Gandhi's objective inthis 
context was to inculcate the 

ideals of social service and 

citizenship through all the 

activitiesof children from the 

earlier formative years. 

• The Tolstoy Farm was the  

second of its  kind  of 

experiments established by 

Gandhi. The first, the Phoenix 

settlement      in       Natal,       was 

inspired   in   1904   by   a   single 

reading      of      John      Ruskin's 

UntoThis    Last,    a    work    that 

extolled     the     virtues     of     the 

simple  life  of  love,  labour,  and 

the    dignity    ofhuman    beings. 

Gandhi   was   not   as   personally 

involved  in  the  daily  running  of 

the   Phoenix   settlement   as   he 

was   to   become   in   his   stay   of 

interrupted     duration     at     the 

Tolstoy   Farm   whichlasted   for 

about   four   years.   In   part   this 

was      because      the      political 

struggle    had    shifted    to    the 

Transvaal   after   1906,   and   he 

controlled         it         from         its 

Johannesburg   headquarters. 

• GANDHI also established the 

Phoenix farm in the Natal 

 
SUMMARY OF HIS STAY IN 

SOUTH AFRICA 

 
• Moderate Phase ( 1894-1906) 

• He set up Natal Indian Congress 

• Started newspaper- India's 

opinion 

• Phase of Satyagraha (1906- 

1914) 

• Satyagraha against registration 

certificates 

• Passive resistance association 

• Campaign against restrictions 

on Indian migration 

• Setting up of Tolstoy Farm 

• Campaign Against poll Tax & 

Invalidation of Indian 

marriages 

GANDHIJI IN INDIA 

CHAMPARAN SATYAGRAHA 

. 
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• Gandhi was requested by 

Rajkumar Shukla to look into  

the problems of the indigo 

planters, of  Champaran  in 

Bihar. The European planters 

had been forcing peasants to 

grow indigo on 3/20of the total 

land (called tinkathia system). 

When towards the end of the 

nineteenth century German 

synthetic dyes replaced indigo, 

the European planters 

demanded high rents and illegal 

dues from the peasants in order 

to maximize their profits before 

the peasants could shift toother 

crops. Besides, the  peasants 

were forced to sell the  produce 

at prices fixed by  the  

Europeans. 

• When Gandhi, joined now by 

Rajendra Prasad,  Mazharul- 

Haq, Mahadeo Desai, Narhari 

Parekh, J.B. Kripalani, reached 

Charnparan to probe into the 

matter, the authorities ordered 

him toleave the area at once. 

Gandhi defied the order and 

preferred      to      face the 

punishment. This passive 

resistance or civil disobedience 

of an unjust order was a novel 

method at that time. 

• Finally, the authorities retreated 

and permitted Gandhi to make 

an enquiry. Now, the 

Government appointed a 

committee to go into the matter 

and nominated Gandhi as a 

member. 

• Gandhi was able to convince the 

authorities that the tinkathia 

system should be abolished 

andthat the peasants should be 

compensated for the illegal dues 

extracted from them. As 

acompromise  with  the  planters, 

he  agreed  that  only  25  per  cent 

of    the    money    taken    should 

becompensated. 

 
Champaran Satyagraha- 1917- 

First Civil disobedience 

 
• RAJKUMAR SHUKLA called 

Gandhiji. 

•    Tinkathia  system  issue  with  Indigo 

Farmers  (  indigo  to  be  cultivated  on 

3/20th of the totalland) 

• Joined by Rajendra Prasad, Mazhar- 

ul Haq, Mahadeo Desai, Narhari 

Pradad, JB Kriplani 

•      25    %    as    compensation    to    the 

peasant agreed 

• Effect  --  planters  left  within  one 

year & tinkatha was abolished 

• Rajendra prasad, Anugrah Sinha, 

Brajkishore Prasad ---were notable 

leaders 

• Rents had increased due to increase 

in GERMAN competition 

 
More About Champaran 

• It was in 3 stages 

•    2nd stage in 1907-09 --- was violent 

• Agitators were united irrespective of 

religion, caste etc against the planters 

• PIR MUNIS --was important 

personality associated with it. 

 
MOVEMENT FIRST 

• Champaran Satyagraha First 

Civil Disobedience 

• Ahmedabad Mill Strike First 

Hunger Strike 

• Kheda Satyagraha First Non 

Cooperation 

• Rowlatt Satyagraha First Mass 

Strike 

 
AHMEDABAD MILL STRIKE 
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ISSUE: Dispute between  Mill  owners 

of Ahmedabad and the workers over  

the issue ofdiscontinuation of plague 

bonus. 

 
What did Gandhi Do? 

 
• Gandhi asked the workers to go 

on a strike and demand a 35% 

increase in wages.  The 

employers were willing to pay 

20% bonus  only.  Gandhi 

advised the workers to remain 

nonviolent while on strike, he 

undertook fast unto death to 

strengthen the workers . 

 
 
 

What was the consequence? 

 
The mill owners finally agreed to give 

the workers a 35% increase in wages. 

Who formed the “Ahmedabad Textile 

Labour Association ? It was Anusuya 

Sarabhai along with Mahatma Gandhi. 

 
Anusuya was the sister of Ambala 

Sarabhai, who was a mill owner and 

against whom they were fighting. 

Anusuya supported the workers and 

was the chief lietenants of Gandhi. 

 
KHEDA SATYAGRAHA 

 
• Because of drought in 1918, the 

crops failed in Kheda district of 

Gujarat. Revenue Code, if the 

yield was less than one-fourth 

the normal produce, the farmers 

were entitled to remission. The 

authorities refused to grant 

remission. 

• Gandhi supported the peasants' 

cause and asked them to 

withhold revenue. The 

authorities, not  willing  to 

openly concede the peasants' 

demands, issued secret 

instructions that only thosewho 

could afford to pay should pay. 

During the Kheda Satyagraha, 

many young nationalists such as 

Sardar Patel and Indulal Yaanik 

became Gandhi's followers 

 
ROWLATT SATYAGRAHA 

 
• First Mass StrikeOn the basis of 

the finding of the Rowlatt 

Committee aka Sedition 

Committee Rowlatt bill 

wasintroduced in the Imperial 

Legislative Council aka 

“Anarchical and Revolutionary 

Crimes Act oF1919, in March 

1919. 

• This act authorized the 

government to imprison for a 

maximum period of two years, 

without trial, any person 

suspected of terrorism. The act 

provided speedy trial of the 

offenses by aspecial cell that 

consisted of 3 High Court 

Judges. There was no court of 

appeal above that panel. This 

panel could also accept the 

evidences which were not even 

acceptable in the Indian 

Evidences Act. 

• This act gave a new direction to 

the movement. Gandhi 

organized a mass protest at all 

Indialevel. By March 23, 1919, 

the volunteers started courting 

arrests. Gandhiji suggested that 

aSatyagraha to be launched 

against the Rowlatt Act. A 

Satyagraha Sabha  was  formed 

in 1919. 
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• The three organizations viz, the 

Home Rule league, Muslim 

league and the Satyagraha 

Sabhaalong with some other 

small organizations coordinated 

and organized the biggest 

Satyagrahaever. 

• On April 6, 1919, an all India 

strike was organized. There was 

mob violence in Bombay, 

Ahmadabad and all other major 

towns. The Satyagraha lost 

momentum with the Jallianwala 

Bagh tragedy on April 13, 1919. 

• The term 'Himalayan Blunder' 

was used in the context  of  

failure of Rowlatt Act 

Satyagraha. 

 
 
 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

 
• APRIL 13, 1919 

• Jallianwala baug, Amritsar – 

Punjab 

• Officer in Charge: General Dyer 

• Why people had gathered: To 

protest against the arrest of  

their leaders Saifuddin Kitchlew 

and Satyapal 

• April 13, 1919, marked a turning 

point in the Indian freedom 

struggle. It was Baisakhi that 

day, a harvest festival popular in 

Punjab and parts of north India. 

Local residents in Amritsar 

decided to hold a meeting that 

day to discuss and protest 

against the  confinement  of 

Satya Pal and  Saifuddin 

Kitchlew, two leaders  fighting 

for Independence, and 

implementation of the Rowlatt 

Act,   which   armed   the   British 

government with powers to 

detain any person without trial. 

• The crowd had a mix of men, 

women and children. They all 

gathered in a park called the 

Jallianwala Bagh, walled on all 

sides but for a few small gates, 

against the orders of the British. 

• The protest was a peaceful one, 

and the gathering included 

pilgrims visiting the Golden 

Temple who were merely  

passing through the park, and 

some who had not come to 

protest. 

• While the meeting was on, 

Brigadier-General Reginald 

Edward Harry Dyer, who had 

crept up to the scene wanting to 

teach the public assembled a 

lesson, ordered 90 soldiers he 

had brought with him to the 

venue to open fire on the crowd. 

Many tried in vain to scale the 

walls to escape. Many jumped 

into the well located inside the 

park. 

• While official death toll in the 

Jallainwalla Bagh massacre 

stood at 379, with 192 Wounded, 

sources had suggested  that  

more than 1,000 people had lost 

their lives, while 1,200 people 

were wounded. 

• Not all those who died fell to the 

soldiers’ bullets. Many died in 

the ensuing stampede while 

others jumped into the well of 

the park. Officials  reportedly 

dug out close to 120 bodies from 

the well. Some of the severely 

wounded passed away as they 

could not get up. 

• General Dyer ordered his 

soldiers to kneel and open fire  

on the crowd. It has been 
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reported that some soldiers 

initially fired in the air but Dyer 

screamed at them to target the 

crowd. 

• A total of 1,650 rounds were 

fired by the soldiers in a span of 

10   minutes   on   the    unarmed 

crowd, which  was not  given  any 

prior warning to disperse. 

• Considered the ‘The Butcher of 

Amritsar’ in the aftermath of the 

massacre, General Dyer 

wasremoved from  command 

and exiled to Britain with a gift 

of 26,000 pounds, which was a 

huge sum in those days. He died 

in 1927 after suffering a series of 

heart strokes. 

 
 
 
 

In protest, Rabindranath Tagore 

and Gandhiji gave up 

• Rabindranath Tagore: knighthood 

• Mahatma Gandhi: Kaiser-i-hind 

 
HUNTER COMMISSION REPORT 

• On the 29 Oct 1919, the 

legislative Council of the  Govt. 

of India named an investigatory 

Committee to be led by Lord 

William Hunter  (1865-1957)  

and assisted by 5 Englishmen 

and four Indians. This was 

named as the Hunter  

Committee. 

• The Hunter Committee was 

charged with the examination of 

the violence which had 

occurredin Amritsar and 

elsewhere in Punjab, in 

consequence of the catastrophic 

Jallianwala bagh Amritsar 

massacre. 

• The Hunter  Committee 

convened in Delhi and then took 

further testimony in 

Ahmedabad, Bombay  and 

Lahore over a period of 46 days. 

• On 14th Nov, the  Indian 

National Congress appointed a 

Punjab sub-committee with 

Mahatma Gandhi at its head. 

• He was to conduct his own 

investigation of  events  in 

Punjab and at Amritsar 1919. As 

a counter measure  to  the 

Hunter Committee,  its  work 

also possessed some short 

comings. 

• On 26th May, the  Hunter  

Report was published. It 

concluded that the Indian 

gathering was notthe result of a 

pre-arranged conspiracy. 

• It asserted that the rioting in 

Amritsar had turned into 

rebellion. The declaration of 

martial law was viewed as 

justifiable in firing and that its 

application was, in  the  main, 

not oppressive. 

• The report concluded that 

Brigadier General Dyer was 

justified in firing on the mob, 

though notice should have been 

given and its  duration 

shortened. The Indian members 

of the Hunter Committee issued 

a minority report. It questioned 

the need for martial law to have 

been used and  disputed  the 

level of severity of the Indian 

disturbances. 
 

KHILAFAT MOVEMENT 

• The Khilafat movement (1919- 

1924) was an agitation  by  

Indian Muslims allied with 
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Indian nationalism in the years 

following World War I. 

• Its purpose was to pressure the 

British government to preserve 

the authority of the Ottoman 

Sultan as Caliph of Islam 

following the breakup of the 

Ottoman Empire at the end of 

the war. 

• The movement collapsed by late 

1922 When Turkey gained a  

more favourable diplomatic 

position and moved towards 

secularism. By 1924 Turkey 

simply abolished the roles of the 

Sultan and Caliph. 

• The Khilafat issue was not 

directly linked to Indian politics 

but it provided the immediate 

declaration to the  movement 

and gone and added advantage 

of cementing Hindu-Muslim 

unitya gainst the British. 

• The British attempt at clipping 

the power of the Sultan of  

Turkey and fragmentation of 

histerritory after the World War 

I aroused publics are against 

British in India. In early 1919 a 

Khilafat Committee was famed. 

It demanded first that the 

Khalifa’s control over Muslim 

sacred places should be restored 

and secondly, he should be left 

with sufficient territories. 

• Initially the Khilafat leaders 

limited their actions to meeting, 

petitions deputations in favour 

ofthe Khilafat. However,  later  

on a militant trend emerges 

demanding an active agitation 

such asstopping all cooperation 

with the British. 

• The All India  Khilafat 

Conference held in Delhi in 

November  1919,  a  call  made  for 

Boycott of British goods. 

• The Khilafat leaders also clear 

spilt out that unless peace terms 

after the war were favourable to 

Turkey, they would stop all 

cooperation with the 

government. The movement 

succeeded in bringing a radical 

nationalist trend among the 

Muslim youth. It made 

traditional Muslim scholars 

critical of the British. 

• The Congress-support made it 

inter-religious and mass based. 

Its most important success 

wasthat it ensured Hindu- 

Muslim unity which was 

inevitable for the success of 

freedom struggle. 

• The Khilafat issue, however, lost 

its value and merged along the 

Non-cooperation Movement 

oF1921. 

 
 
 

The Non-Cooperation Movement 

 
Why was the Non Cooperation 

Movement launched? 

 
• With much cause, The  

Rowlattct, the Jallianwala Bagh 

massacre and martial law in 

Punjab had belied all the 

generous wartime promises of 

the British. The Montague- 

Chelmsford Reforms announced 

towards the end of 1919, with 

their ill-considered scheme of 

dyarchy satisfied few. 

• The Indian Muslims were 

incensed when they discovered 

that their loyalty had been 

purchased during the War by 
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assurances of generous 

treatment of Turkey after the 

War- a promise British  

statesman had no intention of 

fulfilling. 

• Hunter  Committee   appointed 

by the Government to enquire 

into the Punjab disturbances 

wasan eye wash and that the 

House of Lords had voted in 

favour of General Dyer’s action 

and that the British public had 

demonstrated its support by 

helping the Morning Post collect 

30,000pounds  for  General 

Dyer. 

 
What opportunity did Gandhiji 

see? 

• It was a golden  opportunity  to 

cement the Hindu-Muslim unity and to 

bring the Muslim masses into the 

national movement. 

• Now different communities could 

come together and fight for their rights 

and realize that colonial rule was 

opposed to them. 

• The Congress was aware that the 

masses were eager to fight. 

• The Congress was losing faith in 

Constitutional struggle, especially after 

Punjab incidents and Hunter 

Committee Report. 

• Khilafat Committee  Leadership  -  - 

Ali brothers, Maulana Azad,  Ajmal 

khan & Hazrat Mohani 

• Who was appointed as the President  

of All India Khilafat Committee- 

Gandhiji 

•     September   1920   Congress  Special 

session  at  Calcutta-  formally  launched 

NCM  Nagpur Session -1920 

President : C. Vijayaraghavachariar 

 
1. Programme of non-cooperation was 

enforced 

2. Extra constitutional methods to be 

carried out decided 

3. CWC of 15 members set up- to lead 

congress from now on 

4. Gandhi said if we continued like this 

independence within one year 

5. Jinnah, Annie Besant, Kharopade & 

B.C Pal left congress- as they believed 

in Constitutional methods 

6. Also Surendranath Banerjee formed 

his own party 

7. The NCM was withdrawn by 

BARDOLI RESOLUTION 

 
What all things did the Non- 

Cooperation Movement include? 

 
• The programme of non-cooperation 

included within its ambit the surrender 

of titles and honors, boycott of 

government affiliated schools and 

colleges, law courts, foreign cloth, and 

could be extended to include 

resignation from government service 

and mass civil disobedience including 

the non-payment of taxes. 

• National schools  and  colleges  were  

to be set up, panchayats were to be 

established forsettling disputes, hand- 

spinning and weaving was to be 

encouraged and people wereasked to 

maintain Hindu- Muslim unity, give up 

un-touchability and observe strict 

nonviolence. 

• Gandhiji promised that if the 

programme was fully implemented, 

Swaraj would be ushered in within a 

year Changes made in the Structure of 

the Congress. 

• To enable the Congress to fulfill its 

new commitment, significant changes 

were introduced in its creed as well as  

in its organizational structure. 

• The goal of  the  Congress  was 

changed from the attainment of self- 

government by constitutional and legal 
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means to the attainment of Swaraj by 

peaceful and legitimate means. 

• The new  constitution  of  the 

Congress, the handwork of Gandhiji, 

introduced other important changes. 

The Congress was now to have a 

Working Committee  of  fifteen 

members to look after its day-to-day 

affairs. 

•     This  proposal,  when  first  made  by 

Tilak  in  1916,  had  been  shot  down  by 

the Moderate opposition. 

• Gandhiji, too,  knew  that  the 

Congress could not guide a sustained 

movement unless it had a compact  

body that worked round the year. 

• Provincial  Congress  Committees  

were now to be organized on a  

linguistic basis, so that they could keep 

in touch with the people by using the 

local language. 

• The Congress organization was to 

reach down to the village and the 

mohalla level bythe formation  of  

village and mohalla or ward 

committees. 

• The membership fee was reduced to 

four annas per year to enable the poor 

to     become members. Mass 

involvement would also enable the 

Congress to have a regular source 

ofincome. 

• In other ways, too, the 

organization structure was both 

streamlined and democratized. 

The Congress was to use Hindi  

as far as possible. 

• The adoption of the Non- 

Cooperation Movement 

(initiated earlier by the Khilafat 

Conference) by the Congress 

gave it a new energy and, from 

January 1921, it began to  

register considerable success all 

over the country.  Gandhiji, 

along with the Ali brothers (who 

were the foremost Khilafat 

leaders), undertook a 

nationwide tour/during  which 

he addressed hundreds 

ofmeetings and met a large 

number of political workers. In 

the first month itself, thousands 

ofstudents (90,000 according to 

one estimate) left schools and 

colleges and joined more than 

800 national schools and 

colleges that had sprung up all 

over the country. 

• The educational boycott was 

particularly successful  in  

Bengal, where the students in 

Calcutta triggered off aprovince- 

wide strike to force the 

managements  of their 

institutions to disaffiliate 

themselves from  the 

Government. C.R. Das played a 

major role in promoting the 

movement and SubhasBose 

became the principal of the 

National Congress in Calcutta. 

The Swadeshi spirit was revived 

with new vigour, this time as  

part of a nation-wide struggle. 

Punjab, too, responded tothe 

educational boycott and was 

second only to Bengal, Lala 

Lajpat Rai playing a leading 

parthere despite his initial 

reservations about this item of 

the programme. 
• The most successful item of the 

programme was the boycott of 

foreign cloth. Volunteers would 

go from house to house 

collecting clothes made of 

foreign cloth, and the entire 

community would collect  to  

light a bonfire of the goods. 

Government revenues showed 

considerable decline on this 
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count and the Government was 

forced to actually carry on 

propaganda to bring home  to 

the people the health effects of a 

good drink. 

 
Congress membership reached a figure 

roughly 50 lakhs. The Tilak Swaraj 

Fund was oversubscribed,  exceeding 

the target of rupees one crore.  

Charkhas were popularized on awide 

scale and khadi became the uniform of 

the national movement. 

 
THE CHAURI CHAURA 

INCIDENT 

 
• Irritated by the  behavior  of 

some policemen, a section of the 

crowd attacked them. The police 

pened fire. At this, the entire 

procession attacked the police 

and when the latter hid inside 

the police station, set fire to the 

building. Policemen  who  tried 

to escape were hacked to 

piecesand thrown into the  fire. 

In all twenty-two  policemen 

were done to dead. 

 
• On hearing of the incident, 

Gandhiji decided to  withdraw 

the movement. He also 

persuadedthe Congress 

Working Committee to ratify his 

decision and thus, on 12 

February 1922, theNon- 

Cooperation Movement came to 

an end. 

• DEFENSE: An Answer to the 

Critics      of      Gandhiji on 

withdrawal of It seems that 

Gandhiji’s critics have been less 

than fair to him. First, the 

argument that violence in a 

remote village could not be a 

sufficient cause for the decision 

is in itself a weak one. 

• Gandhiji had repeatedly warned 

that he did not even want any 

non-violent movement in 

anyother part of the country 

while he was conducting mass 

civil disobedience in  Bardoli, 

and in fact had asked the  

Andhra PCC to withdraw the 

permission that it  had  granted 

to some of the District Congress 

Committees to start civil 

disobedience. One obvious 

reason for this was that, in such  

a situation of mass ferment and 

activity, the movement might 

easily take a violent turn, either 

due to its own volatile nature or 

because of provocation by the 

authorities concerned (as had 

actually happened in Bombay in 

November 1921 and later in 

Chauri-Chaura);also if violence 

occurred anywhere it could  

easily be made the excuse by the 

Government to  launch  a 

massive attack  on  the 

movement as a whole. The 

Government could always cite 

theactual violence in one part as 

proof of the likelihood of 

violence in another part of the 

country, and thus justify its 

repression. This  would  upset 

the whole strategy of non- 

violent civil disobedience which 

was based on the principle that 

the forces of repression would 

always stand exposed since they 

would be using armed force 

against peaceful  civil  resisters. 

It was,ther efore, not enough to 

assert that there was no 

connection between Chauri 

Chaura and Bardoli. 
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Was the movement a failure? 

 
• One could hardly answer in the 

affirmative.    The   Non- 

Cooperation Movement had in 

fact succeeded on many counts. 

It certainly demonstrated that it 

commanded the support and 

sympathy of vast sections of the 

Indian people.   After    Non 

cooperation,  the   charge   of 

representing  a   ‘microscopic 

minority,’ made by the Viceroy, 

Dufferin,   in   1888,’   could 

neveragain be hurled at the 

Indian National Congress. Its 

reach among many sections of 

Indian  peasants,    workers, 

artisans, shopkeepers, traders, 

professionals,      white-collar 

employees,    had    been 

demonstrated.    The  spatial 

spread   of the  movement    was 

also nation-wide. 

• Some areas were more active 

than others, but there were few 

that showed no signs of activity 

at all. 

• The capacity of the ‘poor dumb 

millions’ of India to take part in 

modem nationalist politics 

wasalso  demonstrated.  They 

had shown a lot of courage, 

sacrifice, and fortitude in the 

face of adversity and repression. 

This was the first time that 

nationalists from the towns, 

students from schools and 

colleges or even the educated 

and politically aware in the 

villages had made aserious 

attempt to bring the  ideology 

and the movement into their 

midst. 

• The fraternization that was 

witnessed between Hindus and 

Muslims, with Gandhiji and 

other Congress leaders speaking 

from mosques was great to 

watch. 

• The Swarajists and the No 

Changers 

• The Stagnation Period 

• The withdrawal of the Non- 

Cooperation Movement in 

February 1922 Was followed by 

th earrest of Gandhiji in March 

and his conviction and 

imprisonment for six years for 

the crime of spreading 

disaffection against the 

Government. The result was the 

spread of disintegration, 

disorganization  and 

demoralization in  the 

nationalist ranks. There arose 

the danger of the movement 

lapsing into passivity. Many 

began to question the wisdom of 

the total Gandhian strategy. 

Others started looking for ways 

out of the impasse. 

 
A New Line of Political Activity 

• It was now advocated by C.R. 

Das and Motilal Nehru. They 

suggested that the nationalists 

should end the boycott of the 

legislative councils, enter them, 

expose them as 

‘shamparliaments’ and as ‘a 

mask which the bureaucracy has 

put on,’ and  obstruct  ‘every 

work of the council. ‘This, they 

argued, would not be giving up 

non-cooperation but continuing 

it in a more effective form by 

extending it to the councils 

themselves. It would be opening 

a new front inthe battle. 
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• Another section of the Congress, 

headed by Vallabhbhai Patel, 

Rajendra Prasad and 

C.Rajagopalachari, opposed the 

new proposal which was 

consequently defeated by  1748 

to 890votes. 

 
SWARAJISTS NO CHANGERS 

 
• They wanted to enter legislative 

councils 

• They opposed entry into leg 

council, advocated constructive 

work & continuation of boycott 

CR Das, Motilal Nehru, Ajmal 

Pasha-  formed  Congress 

Khilafat Swaraj Party 

• C Rajagopalachari, Vallabbhai 

Patel, Rajendra Prasad. They 

wanted to fill political vaccum, 

use councilas an arena 

Parliamentary work would lead 

toneglect of constructive work, 

revolutionary zeal, political 

corruption. 

 
SWARAJISTS/PRO CHANGERS- 

 
• CR DAS, HAKIM AHMED KHAN , 

VITHALBHAI PATEL, MOTIILAL 

NEHRU -- also known asend or mean 

council NO CHANGERS- 

• RAJAJI,VALABHBHAI PATEL, MA 

ANSARI, RAJINDRA PRASAD 

RESPONSIVISTS— 

• Kelkar, jaykar, lala lajpat rai ,Madan 

Mohan Malviya— 

 
What did the Responsivists 

wants? 

• They wanted to work the  

reforms and to hold office 

wherever possible. The 

Responsivists joined the 

Government in the Central 

Provinces. Their ranks  were 

soon swelled by N.C. Kelkar, 

M.R. Jayakar and other leaders. 

Lajpat Rai and Madan Mohan 

Malaviya too separated 

themselves from the Swaraj 

Party on Responsivist as well as 

communal grounds. 

 
Manifesto of Swaraj Party 

 
• The Swarajists would present the 

Nationalist demand of Self-  

government in the Council 

• The guiding motive of British in 

governing India lay in self-interest of 

their own country 

• It had the aim of wrecking the 

council from within. 

• The understood that the so called 

reforms were only blind to further said 

interests under the  pretense  of 

granting responsible government. 

 
The achievements  of  Swaraj 

Party 

• They outvoted the Government 

several times on various issues. 

• They agitated through various 

speeches, civil liberties, 

industrialization etc 

• They Defeated the Public Safety Bill 

(which was aimed at deporting the 

undesirable and subversive foreigners) 

• They filled the political vacuum by 

their activities 

THE REVOLUTIONARY 

ACTIVITIES 

 
Why did the Revolutionary 

Activities not take place earlier? 

 
• The revolutionary  terrorists 

were severely suppressed during 

World War I, with most of the 

leaders in jail or absconding. 
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Consequently, in order to create 

a  more  harmonious  atmosphere 

for    the    Montague-Chelmsford 

reforms,        the        Government 

released  most  of  them  under  a 

general  amnesty  in  early  1920. 

Soon       after,       the       National 

Congress    launched    the    Non- 

Cooperation  Movement  and  on 

the urging of Gandhiji, C.R. Das 

and  other  Leaders,  most  of  the 

revolutionary     activists     either 

joined       the       movement      or 

suspended   their   own   activities 

in  order  to  give  the  Gandhian 

mass movement a chance. 

 

• The sudden suspension of the 

Non-Cooperation Movement 

shattered the high hopes raised 

earlier. Many young people 

began to question the very basic 

strategy of the national 

leadership and its emphasis on 

non-violence and began to look 

for alternatives. They were not 

attracted by the parliamentary 

politics of the Swarajists or the 

patient and undramatic 

constructive workof the no- 

changers.. Many were drawn to 

the idea that violent methods 

alone would free India. 

• Revolutionary terrorism again 

became attractive. It is not 

accidental that nearly all the 

major new leaders of the 

revolutionary terrorist politics, 

for example, Jogesh Chandra 

Chatterjea, Surya  Sen,  Jatin 

Das, Chandrashekhar Azad, 

Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Shiv 

Varma, Bhagwati Charan Vohra 

and Jaidev Kapur, had been 

enthusiastic participants in the 

non-violent Non-Cooperation 

Movement. 

 
INFLUENCE OF THE 

REVOLUTIONARY TERRORISTS 

 
• They      could see the 

revolutionary potential of the 

new class and  desired  to 

harness it to the nationalist 

revolution. The second major 

influence was that of  the 

Russian Revolution and the 

success of the young Socialist 

State in consolidating itself. The 

youthful revolutionaries were 

keen to learn from and take the 

help of the young Soviet State 

and its ruling Bolshevik Party. 

• The third influence was that of 

the newly sprouting Communist 

groups with their emphasis on 

Marxism, Socialism and the 

proletariat. 

 
LISTING OF THE 

REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES 

 
• Hindustan  Republican 

Army : Founded at Kanpur by- 

Bismil, Sachin  Sanyal, 

JCChatterjee.  Aim-   to 

overthrow colonial government 

&place a Federal United States  

of India, socialism.its objective. 

Hanged-Ramprasad  Bismil, 

Ashfaqullah Khan, Roshan 

Singh, Rahendra Lahiri (Many 

others also involved withthem) 
KAKORI TRAIN ROBBERY 

 
• On 9 August 1925, ten men held 

up the 8-Down train at Kakori, 

an     obscure     village near 

Lucknow, and looted its official 

railway cash. The Government 
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reaction was quick and hard. 

Itarrested a large number of 

young men and tried  them  in 

the Kakori Conspiracy Case. 

• Ashfaqulla Khan, Ramprasad 

Bismil, Ràshan Singh and 

Rajendra Lahiri were hanged, 

four others were sent to the 

Andamans     for     life  and 

seventeen others were 

sentenced to long terms of 

imprisonment. 

• On Saunders MurderBy: Bhagat 

Singh, Azad and Rajguru 

• Why?-He was a police official 

involved in the lathi charge of 

Lala Lajpat Rai. “The murder of  

a leader respected by millions of 

people at the unworthy hands of 

an ordinary police official was  

an insult to the nation. It was  

the bounden duty of young men 

of India to efface it.  We  regret  

to have had to kill a person but 

he was part and parcel of that 

inhuman and unjust  order 

which has to be destroyed”- 

Bhagat Singh 

 
SIMON COMMISSION 

 
Why   a   Commission   in   1927,   when 

reforms were due in 1929? 

 
• In 1927, however, the 

Conservative Government of 

Britain, faced with the prospect 

of electoral & feat at the hands  

of the Labour Party, suddenly 

decided that it could not leave 

anissue which concerned the 

future of the British Empire in 

the irresponsible hands of an 

inexperienced Labour 

Government and it was  thus  

that the Indian Statutory 

Commission, popularly  known 

as the Simon Commission after 

its Chairman, was appointed. 

• In November 1927 itself (i.e., 2 

years before the schedule), the 

British Government announced 

the appointment a seven- 

member statutory commission 

under the chairmanship of Sir 

John Simon to report on the 

condition of India under its new 

Constitution. 

• All the members of the 

commission were British and 

hence, all the parties boycotted 

the commission except Justice 

Party (Madras) and Unionist 

Party (Punjab). 

• The commission submitted its 

report in 1930  and 

recommended the abolition of 

dyarchy, extension of 

responsible government in the 

provinces, establishment of a 

federation of British India and 

princely states, continuation of 

communal electorate and so on. 

• To consider the proposals of the 

commission, the British 

Government convened three 

roundtable conferences of the 

representatives of the British 

Government, British India and 

Indian princely states 

• On the basis of these  

discussions, a “White Paper on 

Constitutional Reforms‟ was 

prepared and submitted for the 

consideration of the Joint Select 

Committee of the British 

Parliament. 

• The recommendations of this 

committee were incorporated 

(with certain changes)  in 

thenext Government of  India 

Act of 1935. 
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• Lala Lajpat Rai died due to lathi 

charge in the Anti-Simon 

Commission protest  Response  

in India. 

• The response in India was 

immediate  and  unanimous. 

That no Indian should be 

thought fit to serve on a body 

that claimed the right to decide 

the political future of India was 

an insult thatno Indian of even 

the most moderate political 

opinion was willing to swallow. 

The call for aboycott of the 

Commission was endorsed  by 

the Liberal Federation  led  by 

Tej Bahadur Sapru, by the  

Indian Industrial and 

Commercial Congress, arid by 

the Hindu Mahasabha the 

Muslim League even split on the 

issue, Mohammed Ali Jinnah 

carrying the majority with  him 

in favourof boycott. 

• The Congress had resolved on 

the boycott at its annual session 

in December 1927 at Madras, 

and in the prevailing excitable 

atmosphere, Jawaharlal Nehru 

had even succeeded in 

gettingpassed a snap resolution 

declaring complete 

independence as the goal of the 

Congress. 

• Everywhere that Simon went — 

Calcutta, Lahore, Lucknow, 

Vijayawada, Poona — he 

wasgreeted by a sea of black- 

flags carried by thousands of 

people. And ever new ways of 

defiance were being constantly 

invented. 

• Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas 

Bose emerged as the leaders of 

this new wave of youth and 

students, and they travelled 

from one province to another 

addressing and presiding over 

innumerable youth conferences. 

 
NEHRU REPORT, 1928 

 
Why was Nehru Report Drafted? 

 
• Lord Birkenhead, the 

Conservative Secretary of State 

responsible for the appointment 

of the Simon Commission, had 

constantly harped on the 

inability of Indians to formulate 

a concrete scheme of 

constitutional reforms  which 

had the support of wide sections 

of Indian political opinion. This 

challenge, too, was taken up and 

meetings of the All-Parties 

Conference were 

• Held in February, May and 

August 1928 to  finalize  a 

scheme which  popularly  came 

to be knownas the Nehru  

Report. 

 
Principal Author: Motilal Nehru 

Recommendations of the Nehru 

Report: 

 
• This report defined Dominion 

Status as the form of government 

desired by India. 

• It also rejected the principle of 

separate communal electorates on 

which previous constitutional reforms 

had been based. 

• Seats would be reserved for 

Muslims at the Centre and in provinces 

in which they werein a minority, but  

not in those where they had a  

numerical majority. 

• The Report also recommended 

universal adult suffrage, equal rights  

for women, freedom to form unions, 
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and dissociation of the state from 

religion in any form. 

 
Why  did  Jinnah  come  up  with  his  14 

points agenda? 

 
• A section led by Jinnah would 

not give up the demand for 

reservation of seats for Muslims 

especially in Muslim majority 

provinces. The dilemma  in 

which Motilal Nehru and other 

secular leaders  found 

themselves was not one that was 

easy to resolve: if they conceded 

more to Muslim communal 

opinion,  then Hindu 

communalists would withdraw 

support and if they satisfied the 

latter, then Muslim leaders 

would be estranged. In  the 

event, no further concessions 

were forthcoming and Jinnah 

withdrew his support to the 

report and went ahead to  

propose his famous ‘Fourteen 

Points’ which were basally a 

reiteration of his objections to 

the Nehru Report. 

 
The Fourteen Points : 

• The form of the future constitution 

should be federal, with the residuary 

powers vested in the provinces; 

• A uniform measure of autonomy 

shall be guaranteed to all provinces; 

• All legislatures in the country and 

other elected bodies shall be  

constituted on the definite principle of 

adequate and effective  representation 

of minorities in every province without 

reducing the majority in any  province 

to a minority or even equality; 

• In the Central Legislature, Muslim 

representation shall not be less than 

one third; 

• Representation of communal 

groups shall continue to be  by  means 

of separate electorate as at present: 

provided it shall be open to any 

community, at any time to abandon its 

separate electorate in favour of a joint 

electorate. 

• Any territorial distribution that 

might at any time be necessary shall  

not in any wayaffect the Muslim 

majority. 

• Full religious liberty, i.e. liberty of 

belief, worship and observance, 

propaganda, association and 

education, shall be guaranteed to all 

communities. 

• No bill or resolution or any part 

thereof shall be passed in any 

legislature or any other elected body if 

three fourths of the members of any 

community in that particular body 

oppose it as being injurious to the 

interests of that community or in the 

alternative, such other method is 

devised as may be found feasible and 

practicable to deal with suchcases. 

• Sindh should be separated from the 

Bombay Presidency. 

• Reforms should be introduced  in 

the North West Frontier Province and 

Balochistan onthe same footing as in 

the other provinces. 

• Provision should be made in the 

constitution giving Muslims an 

adequate share, alongwith the other 

Indians, in all the services of the state 

and in local self-governing  

bodieshaving due regard to the 

requirements of efficiency. 

• The constitution should embody 

adequate safeguards for the protection 

of Muslim culture and for  the 

protection and promotion of Muslim 

education, language, religion,personal 

laws      and      Muslim charitable 

institutions and for their due share in 
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the grants-inaidgiven by the state and 

by local self-governing bodies. 

• No cabinet, either central or 

provincial, should be formed without 

there being a 

proportion of at  least  one-third 

Muslim ministers. 

• No change shall be made in the 

constitution by the Central Legislature 

except with theconcurrence of the 

States constituting of the Indian 

Federation. 

 
DELHI PROPOSALS 

 
A  large  number  of  Muslim  communal 

leaders met at Delhi in December 1927 

and evolved fourbasic demands known 

as the Delhi Proposals. 

 
These proposals were: 

• Sind should be made a separate 

province 

• The North-West Frontier Province 

should be treated constitutionally on 

the same footing as other provinces; 

• Muslims should have 1/3 per cent 

representations in the central 

legislature 

• In Punjab and Bengal, the 

proportion of representation should be 

in accordance with  the  population, 

thus guaranteeing a Muslim majority, 

and in other provinces, where Muslims 

were a minority, the existing  

reservation of seats  for  Muslims 

should continue. 

 
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 

MOVEMENT 

• The Lahore Congress of 1929 

authorized the Working 

Committee to launch a 

programme, Civil Disobedience 

including non-payment of taxes. 

In mid-February, 1930, the 

Working Committee, meeting at 

Sabarmati Ashram, invested 

Gandhiji with full powers to 

launch the Civil Disobedience 

Movement at a time and  place  

of his choice. 

• The acknowledged expert on 

mass struggle was already 

‘desperately in search of an 

effective formula.” Gandhiji’s 

ultimatum of 31  January  to 

Lord Irwin, stating the  

minimum demands inthe  form 

of 11 points, had been ignored, 

and there was now only one way 

out civildisobedience. 

 
Lord Irwin’s Tenure (1926-1931) 

 
• Visit of Simon Commission to India 

(1928) and the boycott of the 

commission by theIndians. 

• An All-Parties Conference held at 

Lucknow (1928) for suggestions for the 

(future) Constitution of India, the 

report of which was called the Nehru 

Report or the Nehru Constitution. 

• Appointment of the Harcourt Butler 

Indian States Commission (1927). 

• Murder of Saunders, the assistant 

superintendent of police of Lahore; 

bomb blast in theAssembly Hall  of 

Delhi (1929) - the Lahore Conspiracy 

Case and death of Jatin Das after 

prolonged hunger strike (1929), and 

bomb accident in train in Delhi (1929). 

• Lahore session of the Congress 

(1929) - Purna Swaraj Resolution. 

• Dandi March (March 12, 1930) by 

Gandhi      to     launch     the Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 

• Deepavali Declaration' by Lord 

Irwin (1929) 
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Lord Irwin’s Statement 

 
“In view of the doubts which have been 

expressed  both  in Great  Britain  and  in 

India  regarding   the   interpretation  to 

be   placed   on   the   intentions   of   the 

British   government   in   enacting   the 

statute   of   1919,   I   am   authorized   on 

behalf  of  his  Majesty’s  Government  to 

state clearly that in their judgment it is 

implicit  in the  Declaration of 1917 that 

the       natural       issue       of       India’s 

constitutional      progress      as      there 

contemplated    is    the    attainment    of 

Dominion status.” 

 
The Course of Civil Disobedience 

Movement 

 
• Civil Disobedience Movement 

was started by Gandhiji against 

British laws and unjust 

commands. In March 1930, 

Gandhiji wrote in the  

newspaper, Young India, that he 

might suspend his civil 

disobedience or law-breaking 

movement if the government 

accepted his eleven-point 

demands. 

• But Lord Irwin’s government  

did not respond. So, Gandhiji 

started the Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

 
Eleven –point demands by 

Gandhiji included: 

 
• Prohibit intoxicants, 

• Change the ratio between the rupee 

and the sterling, 

• Reduce the rate of land revenue, 

• Abolition of salt tax, 

• Reduce the military  expenditure, 

• Reduce expenditure on civil 

administration, 

• Impose custom duty on foreign 

cloth, 

• Accept the Postal Reservation Bill, 

• Abolish the CID department, 

• Release all political prisoners, and 

• Issue licenses of arms to citizens for 

self-protection. 

 
THE DANDI MARCH 

 
• It was started with Dandi March 

(also Salt march, Salt 

Satyagraha)     by Mahatma 

Gandhi on 12th March, 1930 

from the Sabarmati Ashram to 

“Dandi” on the Gujarat coast. It 

was a distance of 200 miles. At 

Dandi a few days later they 

violated the salt laws by making 

salt from  sea-water.  Thus, 

began the civil disobedience 

Movement. 

• The      British government 

resorted to cruel repression in 

spite of the total non-violent 

conduct of the movement by 

issuing more than a dozen 

ordinances. 

• Why was Salt chosen? –  In 

words of Gandhiji, ‘There is no 

article like salt outside water by 

taxing which the State can reach 

even the starving millions, the 

sick, the utterly  helpless.  The 

tax constitutes therefore the 

most in human poll tax the in 

genuity of man can devise.’- 

Gandhiji Gandhiji- Having a 

Nation by his side As Gandhiji 

began his march, staff in hand,  

at the head of his dedicated 

band, there was something  in 

the image that deeply stirred the 

imagination of the people. 

• News of his progress,of his 

speeches, of the teeming crowds 
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that greeted and followed the 

marchers, of the longroad 

lovingly strewn with leaves and 

festooned with banners and 

flags, of men and women quietly 

paying their  homage  by 

spinning yam on their  charkas 

as Gandhiji passed, of the 300 

village officials in Gujarat who 

resigned their posts  in  answer 

to his appeal, was carried 

dayafter day by newspapers to 

readers across the country and 

broadcast live by thousands of 

Congress workers to eager 

listeners. By the time Gandhiji 

reached Dandi, he had a whole 

nation, aroused and expectant, 

waiting restlessly for the final 

signal. 

• On the Other hand The Indian 

National Congress was declared 

an illegal body and Gandhi was 

arrested on 5 May,1930. The 

arrest of Gandhi infuriated the 

masses and they voluntarily 

expressed their solidarity with 

the movement. 

• While the civil disobedience was 

going     on, the British 

government convened  the 

Round Table Conferences. 

Gandhi did not attend the first 

one held in 1930 

 

Civil Disobedience Movement 

Elsewhere- 

• Malabar, K. Kelappan, the hero of 

the Vaikom Satyagraha, walked from 

Calicut to Payannur to break the salt 

law. 

• A band of Satyagrahis walked all the 

way from Sylhet in Assam to Noakhali 

on the Bengal Coast to make salt. 

• In Andhra, a number of sibirams 

(military style camps) were set up in 

different districts to serve as the 

headquarters of the salt Satyagraha 

• bands of Satyagrahis marched 

through villages on their way to the 

coastal centres to defy the law 

 
What was the Chowkidari Revolt? 

• Eastern India became the scene 

of a new kind of no-tax  

campaign — refusal to pay 

thechowkidara tax. Chowkidars, 

paid out of the tax levied 

specially on the villages, were 

guardswho supplemented the 

small police force in the rural 

areas in this region. 

• They were particularly hated 

because they acted as spies for 

the Government and often also 

as retainers for the local 

landlords 

• Government’s Response 

 
1st –Round Table Confere 

 
• First ever conference British and 

Indians as equals 

• Muslim League & Hindu 

Mahasabha,  Liberals,  Princes- 

attended it. 

• Congreess- boycotted 

• Ambedkar attended as depressed 

class representative 

• British PM extended OLIVE branch 

to the congress 

• FICCI also boycotted 

 
Gandhi Irwin Pact 

 
Gandhi  agreed   to   attend  the  Second 

Round Table Conference of 1931 and in 

this    background    only    Gandhi-Irwin 

pact     was     concluded,     which     was 

variously  described  as  a  “truce”  and  a 

provisional  settlement. 
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Gandhi-Irwin Pact 5 March 1931 : 

 
(a) To withdraw all ordinances and 

pending prosecutions, 

(b) To release all political prisoners 

except those who were guilty of 

violence, 

(c) To restore the confiscated property 

of the Satyagrahis, 

(d) To permit peaceful picketing of 

liquor, opium and foreign cloth shops, 

and 

(e) To permit the collection or 

manufacture of salt, free of duty, by 

persons residing within aspecific 

distance of the sea shore, 

(f) The Congress agreed not to press  

for investigation into police excess, 

(g) To suspend the civil disobedience 

movement, and 

(h) To stop boycott and to participate  

in the Second  Round  Table 

Conference. 

 
• In 1931 certain events – coming 

to power of conservatives, 

replacement of the Viceroy, and 

execution of Bhagat Singh – 

created an atmosphere of 

dejection in Gandhi and other 

younger Indian leaders. The 

Congress decided to restart the 

movement in January 1932. 

• As     usual, the British 

government took steps to 

suppress the movement and in 

the mean while the  British  

Prime Minister announced 

communal award in 1932. The 

civil disobedience movement 

continued up to 1934 and it was 

suspended in that year. 

 
 

Karachi Session of 1931 

President: Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel 

• The Gandhi Irwin Pact was 

endorsed. 

• The goal of Purna Swaraj was 

reiterated. 

• Two Resolutions were adopted – 

One on Fundamental Rights and 

Second on National Economic 

Programme. 

• First Time the Congress Spelt out, 

what Swaraj would mean. 

 
Chronology 

The Sequence : 

1. 1ST RTC 

2. Gandhi Irwin pact 

3. March- Karachi Congress Session 

4. 2nd RTC- London - December 

 
The Communal Award/ 

MacDonald Award 

 
• The reason behind introduction 

of this 'Award' was that Ramsay 

MacDonald considered himself 

as 'a friend of the Indians' and 

thus wanted to  resolve  the 

issues in India. The 'Communal 

Award' was announced after the 

failure of the Second of the  

Three Round Table 

Conferences. 

• The Communal Award  was 

made by the British Prime 

Minister Ramsay MacDonald on 

16August  1932  granting 

separate electorates in India for 

the Forward Caste, Scheduled 

Caste, Muslims, Buddhists, 

Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo- 
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Indians, Europeans and 

Depressed Classes (now known 

as the Scheduled Caste) etc. The 

principle of weightage was also 

applied Based on the findings of 

which committee: Indian 

Franchise Committee (Lothian 

committee) 

• Reactions of Gandhi and 

Ambedkar on the Award The 

Award was highly controversial 

and opposed by Gandhi,  who 

was in Yerwada jail, and fasted  

in protest against it. Gandhi 

feared that it would disintegrate 

Hindu society. However, the 

Communal Award was 

supported by many among the 

minority communities, most 

notablythe leader of the 

Scheduled Castes, Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar. 

• According to Ambedkar, Gandhi 

was ready to award separate 

electorates to Muslims and 

Sikhs. But Gandhi was reluctant 

to give separate electorates to 

scheduled castes. He was afraid 

ofdivision inside Congress and 

Hindu society due to separate 

scheduled caste representations. 

• But Ambedkar insisted for 

separate electorate for 

scheduled caste. After lengthy 

negotiations, Gandhi reached an 

agreement with Ambedkar to 

have a single Hindu electorate, 

with scheduled castes having 

seats reserved within it. This is 

called the PoonaPact. 

Electorates for other religions 

like Muslims, Buddhists, Sikhs, 

Indian Christians, Anglo- 

Indians, Europeans remained 

separate. 

• Akali Dal, the representative 

body of the Sikhs, was also 

highly critical of  the  Award 

since only 19% was reserved to 

the Sikhs in Punjab, as opposed 

to the 51% reservation for the 

Muslimsand 30% for the  

Hindus. 

 
THE POONA PACT 

 
• The Poona Pact refers to an 

agreement between B. R. 

Ambedkar and M. K. Gandhi on 

the reservation of electoral seats 

for the depressed classes in the 

legislature of British India 

government. 

• It was made on the 24th of 

September 1932 at Yerwada 

Central Jail in Poona, India and 

was signed by Madan Mohan 

Malviya, Ambedkar and some 

other leaders as a means to end 

the fast that Gandhi was 

undertaking in jail as a protest 

against the decision by British 

Prime Minister Ramsay 

MacDonald to give separate 

electorates to depressed classes 

for theelection of members of 

provincial legislative assemblies 

in British India. They finally 

agreedupon 148 electoral seats. 

 
The terms of the Poona Pact were 

as follows. 

1. There shall be electoral seats 

reserved for the Depressed Classes out 

of general electorate. 

2. Election to these seats shall be by 

joint electorates’ subject, however, to 

the following procedure – 

• All members of the Depressed 

Classes registered in the general 

electoral roll of a constituency will 
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form an electoral college which will 

elect a panel of four candidates 

belonging to the Depressed Classes for 

each of such reserved seats by the 

method of 

the single vote and four  persons  

getting the highest number of votes in 

such primary elections shall be the 

candidates for election by the general 

electorate. 

3. The representation of the Depressed 

Classes in the Central Legislature shall 

likewise be onthe principle of joint 

electorates and reserved seats by the 

method of primary election in 

themanner provided for  in  clause 

above for their representation in the 

provincial legislatures. 

4. In the Central Legislature 19% of the 

seats allotted to the general electorate 

for BritishIndia in the said legislature 

shall be reserved for the Depressed 

Classes. 

5. The system of primary election to a 

panel of candidates for election to the 

Central and Provincial Legislatures as 

herein-before mentioned shall come to 

an end after the first tenyears, unless 

terminated sooner by  mutual 

agreement under the provision  of 

clause 6 below. 

6. The system of representation of 

Depressed Classes by reserved seats in 

the Provincial and Central Legislatures 

as provided for in clauses (1) and (4) 

shall continue until determined 

otherwise by mutual agreement 

between the communities concerned in 

this settlement. 

7. The Franchise for the Central and 

Provincial     Legislatures     of the 

Depressed Classes shall  be  as 

indicated, in the Lothian Committee 

Report. 

8. There shall be no disabilities 

attached to any one on the ground of  

his being a member ofthe Depressed 

Classes in regard to any election to  

local bodies or appointment to the 

public services. Every  endeavor  shall 

be made to secure a fair representation 

of the Depressed Classes in these 

respects, subject to such educational 

qualifications as may be laid down 

forappointment to the Public Services. 

9. In every province out of the 

educational grant an adequate sum 

shall be ear-marked for providing 

educational facilities to  the  members 

of Depressed Classes. 

Dr.Ambedkar and others after signing 

the Poona Pact at Yerwada jail 

 
The Government of  India  Act 

1935 

 
There was a growing demand for 

constitutional reforms in India by 

Indian leaders. India’s support to 

Britain in the First World War also 

aided in British acknowledgment of the 

need forthe inclusion of more Indians  

in the administration of their own 

country. 

 
The Act was based on: 

• Simon Commission Report 

• The recommendations of the Round 

Table Conferences 

• The White Paper published by the 

British government in 1933 (based on 

the Third Round Table Conference) 

• Report of the Joint Select 

Committees Important Points Related 

to 1935 Act Creation of an All India 

Federation 

• This federation was to consist of 

British India and the princely states. 

• The provinces in British India 

would have to join the federation but 

this was not compulsory for  the 

princely states. 
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• This federation never materialized 

because of the lack of support from the 

required number of princely states. 

 
Division of powers 

• This Act divided powers between 

the centre and the provinces. 

• There were three lists which gave 

the subjects under each government. 

 
• Federal List (Centre) 

• Provincial List (Provinces) 

• Concurrent List (Both) 

 
• The Viceroy was vested with 

residual powers. 

 
Provincial autonomy 

• The Act gave more autonomy to the 

provinces. 

• Diarchy was abolished at the 

provincial levels. 

• The Governor was the head of the 

executive. 

• There was a Council of Ministers to 

advise him. The ministers were 

responsible to the provincial 

legislatures who controlled them. The 

legislature could also remove 

theministers. 

• However, the governors still 

retained special reserve powers. 

• The British authorities could still 

suspend a provincial government. 

 
Diarchy at the Centre 

 
• The subjects under the Federal List 

were divided into two: Reserved and 

Transferred. 

• The reserved subjects were 

controlled by the Governor-General 

who administered them with the help  

of three counselors appointed by him. 

They were not responsible to the 

legislature. These subjects included 

defense, ecclesiastical affairs (church- 

related), external affairs, press, police, 

taxation, justice, power resources and 

tribal affairs. 

• The transferred subjects were 

administered by the Governor-General 

with his Council ofMinisters (not more 

than 10). The Council had to act in 

confidence with the legislature. 

The subjects in this list included local 

government, forests, education, health, 

etc. 

• However, the Governor-General had 

‘special powers’ to interfere in the 

transferred subjects also. 

 
Bicameral legislature 

• A bicameral federal legislature 

would be established. 

• The two houses were the Federal 

Assembly (lower house) and the  

Council of States (upper house). 

• Federal assembly had a term of five 

years. 

• Both houses had representatives 

from the princely states also. The 

representatives of the princely states 

were to be nominated by the rulers and 

not elected. The representatives of 

British India were to be elected. Some 

were to be nominated by the Governor- 

General. 

• There were to be separate 

electorates for the minority 

communities,     women     and the 

depressed classes. 

• Bicameral legislatures were 

introduced in some provinces also like 

Bengal, Madras,  Bombay,  Bihar, 

Assam and the United Provinces. 

 
Federal court 

• A federal court was established at 

Delhi for the resolution of disputes 

between provinces and also between  

the centre and the provinces. 
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• It was to have 1 Chief Justice and 

not more than 6 judges. 

Indian Council 

• The Indian Council was abolished. 

• The Secretary of State for India 

would instead have a team of advisors. 

Franchise 

• This Act introduced direct elections 

in India for the first time. 

• About 10% of the whole population 

acquired voting rights. 

 
Reorganization 

• Sindh was carved out of Bombay 

Presidency. 

• Bihar and Orissa were split. 

• Burma was severed off from India. 

• Aden was also separated from India 

and made into a Crown colony. 

 
Other points 

• The British Parliament retained its 

supremacy over the Indian legislatures 

both provincial and federal. 

• A Federal Railway Authority was set 

up to control Indian railways. 

• The Reserve Bank of India was 

established as per this Act. 

• The Act also provided for the 

establishment of  federal,  provincial 

and joint Public Service Commissions. 

 
EVALUATION 

• The Act was a milestone in the 

development of a responsible 

constitutional government 

• The Government of India Act 1935 

was replaced by the Constitution of 

India after independence. 

• The Indian leaders were not 

enthusiastic about the  Act  since 

despite granting provincialautonomy 

the governors and the viceroy had 

considerable ‘special powers’. 

• Separate communal electorates 

were a measure through which the 

British wanted to ensure the Congress 

Party could never rule on its own. It  

was also a way to keep thepeople 

divided. 

 
 
 

Congress’s  Stand   on  the   Eve   of 

World War 2 

 
It said to cooperate in war if : 

 
• Freedom was given after the war 

• Some form of genuinely responsible 

govt was immediately  set  up 

September 1, 1939 - WW2 broke 

outSeptember 10-14, 1939 - CWC meet 

at Wardha Congress Divided over the 

issue of Support to World War 2 

• Gandhiji: He wanted to go for 

unconditional support to Britain's war 

efforts 

• Bose & Leftist: They were for taking 

advantage of Britain's difficulties & 

starting mass movement 

• Nehru: He was hesitant- He 

recognized imperialist nature of  war 

but was against taking advantage of 

Britain’s difficulties 

• CWC resolved- by zeroing down on 

the following stand 

• No Indian participation unless 

freedom is granted 

• Government should declare war 

aims soon 

 
Linlithgow’s Statement 

He refused to define Britain’s war aims 

beyond     stating     that     Britain     was 

resisting  aggression.  He  said  it  would 

be    part    of    future    arrangement    to 

consult   all   representatives   of   several 

communities  on  how  the  Act  of  1935 

might       be       modified.       He       said 

consultative  committee  to  be   formed 

whose      advice      could      be      sought 

whenever required. 
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It was perceived that Britain’s 

hidden plan was- 

 
1. To provoke congress into 

confrontation with the govt- use 

extraordinary draconian 

Powers 

2. emergency powers- acquire 

provincial subjects 

3. To invoke defense of India 

ordinance- to curb civil liberties 

4. To draft revolutionary movement 

ordinance –which would allow to 

launch preemptive strikes on congress 

 
Debate on Immediate Satyagraha 

Gandhi was against it, as he felt that – 

1. The allies cause was just in the war. 

2. There was hardly any communal 

sensitivity, there was lack of HM unity 

3. He said that the masses were not 

ready. 

4. He felt that the Congress 

organization was in shambles 

Bose & forward bloc: They wanted  

to go for All-out war; Bose was also in 

the favor of Parallel Congress. 

Nehru: He was hesitant but in the end 

went with Gandhi. 

 
AUGUST OFFER- August 1940 

1. The dominion status to India was 

stated as the objective 

2. It provided for the expansion of 

viceroy executive council 

3. It was in favor of setting up of 

Constituent assembly after war- 

comprising of mainly Indians 

4. It stated that no future constitution 

would be done without consent of 

minorities 

5. It agreed for separate state for 

Muslims 

6. A National defense council was set 

up. 

Note: Rights of Indians to make the 

constitution was recognized for  the  

first time 

CONGRESS REJECTED, Muslim 

League Supported the AUGUST 

OFFER 

 
 

INDIVIDUAL SATYAGRAHA 

The Individual Satyagraha had a dual 

purpose — while giving expression to 

the Indian people’s strong political 

feeling; it gave the British Government 

further opportunity to peacefully 

acceptthe Indian demands.  It  wanted 

to show that, 

1. The patience was not due to 

weakness 

2. The people made no distinction 

between Nazism & double autocracy 

that ruled India the demand of 

satyagrahi’s was to prevent freedom of 

speech against war through anti- 

wardeclaration. 

 
First Satyagrahi Acharya Vinoba 

Bhave 

Second Satyagrahi Jawaharlal 

Nehru 

 
• More importantly, Gandhiji was 

beginning to prepare the people 

for the coming struggle. 

TheCongress organization was 

being put back in shape; 

opportunist  elements  were 

being discovered and pushed  

out of the organization; and 

above all the people were being 

politically aroused,  educated 

and mobilized. 

• By 15 May 1941, more than 

25,000 Satyagrahis had been 

convicted for offering individual 

civil disobedience. Many lower 
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level political workers had been 

left free by the Government. 

 
CRIPPS MISSION 

• After the signing of the Atlantic 

Charter which guaranteed the 

“right of all people to choosethe 

form of Government under 

which they will live.” Stafford 

Cripps with this aims 

anddirectives arrived  in  Delhi 

on 22ND March, 1942. He 

brought with him a new 

constitutional scheme approved 

by the British Cabinet. But no 

body from the Congress  

expected any good thing from 

him. The Congress however 

agreed to have dialogues with 

Cripps only with an aim to know 

the British mind. 

 
Official Negotiators from the Congress: 

Nehru & Maulana Azad were official 

congress 

Negotiators : 

• It was sent with constitutional 

proposals to seek Indian support for 

war 

• The Government perceived a 

possibility of threat of Japan invading 

India 

• It had the pressure from allies 

• The Indian Nationalist had agreed  

to support war if  power  was 

transferred immediately. 

 
Proposals of the Cripps Mission 

1. That dominion status would be given 

to India. 

2. After war – Constitution Committee 

would be formed. 

3. British Government would accept 

new constitution provided 

• any new province not willing to join 

would have separate constitution & 

separate union 

• meanwhile defense of India would 

remain in Britain’s hands 

 
Departures from the Past 

1. The making of Constitution to be 

solely in Indian hands 

2. A concrete plan for the same was 

provided. 

3. Free India could withdraw from 

commonwealth. 

Congress objected to 

1. The provision dominion status- and 

not complete Independence. 

2. Right of provinces to secede. 

3. No provision for immediate transfer 

of power. 

4. The retention of Governor General's 

supremacy. 

 
Muslim League Objected to 

1. Pakistan’s creation not being 

explicitly offered 

2. The machinery for creation of 

Constitution assembly 

3. It denied Muslims right to self- 

determination. 

The Muslim League welcomed the 

implicit recognition of  the  possibility 

of Pakistan but rejected the proposals 

because it had given greatest 

importance and priority to the creation 

of oneIndian Union. The League 

reaffirmed its conviction that the “only 

solution of India’s constitutional 

problem is the partition of India into 

independent Zones. 

 
Who all opposed overall? 

• Liberals, Hindu Mahasabha, 

Muslim League, Depressed Classes and 

Sikhs along someothers Gandhi 

described it as “A post-dated cheque” 

On 4th April an unhappy Gandhi 

advised Cripps to take the first plane 

home and leave India. Cripps 
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admitting  his failure  left  India on 12TH 

April, 1942. 

• On the next day Gandhiji 

commented on his ill-fated mission in 

the following words “It is athousand 

pities that the British Government 

should have sent a proposal for 

dissolving the political dead lock which 

on the face of it was too ridiculous to 

find acceptance anywhere. 

• And it was a misfortune that the 

bearer should have been Sir Stafford 

Cripps acclaimed as aradical among 

radicals and a friend of India.” exposed 

the real imperialistic character of 

Churchill Government which wanted 

only the Balkanization of India. 

• The Congress could wait no further, 

when the British rule was sure to harm 

India in a disastrous way. Gandhiji 

therefore came to his final  decision  

that the British rule in  India  must 

come to anend. The decision was 

thrashed out in the  Working 

Committee during July 1942 and 

confirmedby a meeting of the All 

Congress Committee in Bombay on 8th 

August, 1942. This historicdecision of 

the Congress inaugurated a  new 

chapter in the history of Modern India. 

 
QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 

• It was in 1942 When the world 

was going through the havoc 

caused by World War II. India 

toowas facing the heat and after 

the Cripps Mission had failed, 

and on  8  August  1942, 

Mahatma Gandhi made a Do or 

Die call through the Quit India 

movement. Large protests and 

demonstrations were held all 

over the country. However, as 

the movement didn’t get too 

much support from the outside, 

it was crushed and the British 

refused to grant immediate 

Independence, saying that it 

could happen only after the war 

had ended. 

• The Quit India movement was 

started by Mahatma Gandhi in 

1942 but drew protests from the 

All-India Congress Committee 

demanding what Gandhi called 

was “An Orderly British 

Withdrawal” from India. This 

forced the British to act 

immediately and soon all the 

senior INC leaders were 

imprisoned without trial within 

hours of Gandhi’s speech. 

• On 14th July 1942, the Congress 

Working Committee at Wardha 

had passed a resolution 

demanding complete 

independence from the British 

government. 

• On August 8, 1942, Mahatma 

Gandhi made a Do or Die call in 

his Quit India speech which 

wasdelivered in Bombay at the 

Gowalia Tank Maidan. Even 

though the speech caused some 

turmoilwithin the party  and 

even leaders like Jawaharlal 

Nehru and Maulana Azad were 

apprehensive and critical of the 

call, but backed it  and  stuck 

with Gandhi’s leadership until 

the end. 

 
There was also a difference of 

opinion among the  Indian 

leaders. 

 
• While Gandhiji demanded that the 

British should immediately withdraw 

from India, Subhash Chandra Bose 

from Berlin urged  for  co-operation 

with Japan as with this means India 

would be liberated. 
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• The difficulties of Britain would be 

the opportunities of India. Since the 

Congress was opposed both to British 

and Japanese imperialism, the call of 

Subhas did not appeal to them.  

Another eminent leader of the 

Congress, C. Rajagopalachari did not 

support the proposal of immediate 

withdrawal of Britishers. He  was, 

rather in favour of accepting the Cripps 

proposal and the principle of Pakistan. 

Being unable to agree with the 

proposals of Gandhiji, Rajagopalachari 

resigned from Congress. 
RESPONSE : 

• The people disrupted railway lines, 

burnt out police and railway stations, 

destroyed telephone and telegraph 

poles. 

• The revolt was spearheaded by the 

students, peasants, workers and lower 

middle class people. 

• People set up parallel government  

at some places. The government was 

able to crushthe  0pen movement with  

a heavy hand. 

• But the underground movement 

continued for a long period. 

• The Socialist Party under the 

leadership ofJaya  Prakash  Narain, 

Ram Manohar Lohia, and Mrs. Aruna 

Asaf Ali etc. largely participated in 

organizing underground movement. 

 
The Quit India Movement was not 

supported by the Muslim League and 

the Communists. 

• When Russia joined the war on 

behalf of the Allies, the communists 

began to demand the withdrawal of the 

movement and pleaded all support to 

the government in its wareffort. The 

Muslim League considered the 

movement as the attempt of the 

Congress toturn out the British 

forcefully as a result of which Muslims 

would be enslaved by theHindus. Even 

the depressed class leader Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar described the movement 

asirresponsible and an act of madness. 

 
The movement collapsed as it lacked 

leadership and organisation from the 

beginning. 

 
• Jayaprakash Narayayan said that 

the movement failed due to lack of co- 

ordination among the Congress people 

agitating in different parts of the 

country. There was absence of aclear  

cut programme of action. Another 

weakness of the movement was that it 

was confined only to  students,  

peasants and lower middle class. But 

the upper middle classhad lost their 

faith in the Gandhian methods of 

action. 

• Thus, the movement did not 

enjoy widespread popularity 

which greatly contributed to its 

failure. But the movement was 

not a dismal failure; rather the 

movement of 1942 gave the 

death blow to the British rule. 

India’s march towards freedom 

was hastened. This movement 

sparked off an aggressive 

national consciousness. Many 

people sacrificed their careers, 

property and even lives. 

• The movement also created a 

World-wide opinion particularly 

in U.S.A. and China in favour 

ofIndia’s independence. 

• President F.D. Roosevelt of 

U.S.A, put pressure on the 

British Government to grant the 

right of self-determination to 

India. 

• On the whole, the  movement 

had its own importance and 

facilitated the freedom 

movement inIndia. 
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KEY CONCEPTS : 

 
“Post-Independent  Consolidation 

Women   members   of   the   Constituent 

Assembly formed in 1946. 

 
The    contributions    and    role    of    the 

women      who      helped      draft      the 

constitution of free India was front and 

centre  last  week  at  the  release  of  the 

Centre     for     Women’s     Development 

Studies’  2018  calendar  –  ‘Women  at 

the Midnight Hour’. 

 
The calendar revolves around two of 

those eminent women members of the 

constituent assembly – Dakshayani 

Velayudhan and Vijaya  Lakshmi 

Pandit. 

Women   members   of   the   Constituent 

Assembly   formed   in   1946   to   debate 

and  draft  a  constitution  for  a  soon-to- 

be  independent  India.  Among  the  299 

members, 15 were women. 

 
They were: 

 
• Ammu Swaminathan 

• Annie Mascarane 

• Begum Aizaz Rasul 

• Dakshayani Velayudhan 

• Durgabai Deshmukh 

• Hansa Mehta 

• Kamla Chaudhri 

• Leela Roy 

• Malati Choudhury 

• Purnima Banerji 

• Raj Kumari Amrit Kaur 

• Renuka Ray 

• Sarojini Naidu 

• Sucheta Kripalani and 

• Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit. 

 
Gita Rahasya 

• Shrimadh Bhagvad Gita Rahasya, 

popularly also known as Gita Rahasya 

or Karmayog Shashtra, is a 1915 

Marathi language book authored by 

Indian social reformer and 

independence activist Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak while he was in prison at 

Mandalay, Burma. It is the analysis of 

Karma yoga which finds its source in 

the Bhagavad Gita, the sacred book for 

Hindus. 

 
• According to him, the real message 

behind the Mahabharata’s Gita is to act 

or perform, which is covered in the 

initial parts rather than renounce, 

which is covered in the later parts of  

the epic Mahabharata. He took the 

Mimamsa rule of interpretation as the 

basis of building up his thesis. 

 
Bengal Famine of 1943 : 

 
The      worst      affected      areas      were 

southwest     Bengal     comprising     the 

Tamluk-     Contai-Diamond     Harbour 

region,  Dacca,  Faridpur,  Tippera  and 

Noakhali.   Around   1.5   to   3   million 

people  perished  in  this  basically  man- 

made  famine,  the  epidemics  (malaria, 

cholera,  small  pox),  malnutrition  and 

starvation. 

 
The fundamental causes of the 

famine were as follows: 

 
• The need to feed a vast Army 

diverted foodstuffs. 

• Rice imports from Burma and 

South-East Asia had been stopped due 

to fear of Japanese invasion. 

• Gross mismanagement and 

deliberate profiteering aggravated the 

famine; rationing methods  were 

belated and were confined to big cities. 
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Despite having a detailed Famine Code 

that would have triggered a sizable 

increase in aid, the provincial 

government never formally declared a 

state of famine. 

 
Royal Indian Navy Ratings : 

 
On   February   18,   1946,   1100   naval 

Ratings   of   HMIS   Talwar   went   on   a 

strike to protest against: 

• Racial discrimination (demanding 

equal pay for Indian and white  

soldiers) 

 
• Unpalatable food 

• Abuse by superior officers 

• Arrest of a rating for scrawling. 

'Quit India' on HMIS Talwar 

• INA trials 

• Use of Indian troops in Indonesia, 

demanding their withdrawal. 

 
There were sympathetic strikes in 

military establishments in Karachi, 

Madras, Visakhapatnam, Calcutta, 

Delhi, Cochin, Jamnagar, Andamans, 

Bahrain and Aden. Also, there were 

strikes by the Royal Indian Air Force in 

Bombay, Poona, Calcutta, Jessore and 

Arnbala. Patel and Jinnah persuaded 

the ratings to surrender on February 

23   with   an   assurance   that   national 

parties          would          prevent          any 

victimisation. 

 
The leftists claim that the Congress 

indifference to the revolutionary 

situation arose because of two 

considerations—that the situation 

would go out of its control and that 

disciplined armed forces were vital in a 

free India. 

 
• Gandhi remarked that the mutiny 

was badly advised. 

• It was a Maratha battalion in 

Bombay that rounded up the ratings 

and restored them to their barracks. 

• The Indian National Army (INA) 

was originally founded by Capt Mohan 

Singh in Singapore in September 1942. 

 
Dickie Bird Plan : 

 
In   May   1947,   Mountbatten   came   up 

with  a  plan  under  which  he  proposed 

that      the      provinces      be      declared 

independent  successor  states  and  then 

be  allowed  to  choose  whether  to  join 

the  constituent  assembly  or  not.  This 

plan   was   called   the   ‘Dickie   Bird 

Plan’. 

 
Jawaharlal Nehru, when apprised of  

the plan, vehemently opposed it saying 

it would lead to balkanisation of the 

country. Hence, this plan was also 

called Plan Balkan. 

 
• Wavell’s Breakdown Plan: It 

was presented before the Cabinet 

Mission and was different than Wavell 

Plan, which was decided in Shimla 

Conference. 

 
Panchsheel    The    Five    Principles    of 

Peaceful   Coexistence   are   a   series   of 

agreements     between     the     People’s 

Republic   of   China   and   India.   They 

were  formed  in  1954.  The  5  principles 

are  called  the  Panchsheel,  which  form 

the      basis      of      the      Non-Aligned 

Movement,         were         laid         down 

byJawaharlal Nehru. 

 
Those are: 

1. Mutual respect for each other ’s 

territorial integrity and sovereignty 

2. Mutual non-aggression against 

anyone 

3. Mutual non-interference in each 

other’s internal affairs 
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4. Equality and mutual benefit 

5. Peaceful co-existence. 

 
Vande   Mataram   is   a   Bengali   poem 

written by Bankim  Chandra Chatterjee 

in 1870s, which he included in his 1881 

novel Anandamath. 

 
The  poem  was  composed  into  song  by 

Rabindranath   Tagore.   The   first   two 

verses of the song were adopted  as the 

National Song ofIndia in  October  1937 

by  Congress  Working  Committee  prior 

to  the  end  of  colonial  rule  inAugust 

1947. 

 
Inquilab  Zindabad  is  an  Urdu  phrase 

which   translates   to   "Long   live   the 

revolution!" This slogan  was  coined by 

the   Urdu   poet   and   Indian   freedom 

fighter    Maulana    Hasrat    Mohani   in 

1921.   It   was   popularized   by   Bhagat 

Singh   (1907   -   1931)   during   the   late 

1920s     through     his     speeches     and 

writings. 

 
It  was  also  the  official  slogan  of  the 

Hindustan         Socialist         Republican 

Association.  In  April  1929,  this  slogan 

was   raised  by  Bhagat  Singh   and  his 

accomplice B. K. Dutt who had shouted 

this      after      bombing      the     Central 

Legislative Assembly in Delhi. 

 
Delhi Chalo: 

 
Subhash Chandra Bose gave the war  

cry ‘Dilli Chalo’ (On to Delhi) to 

motivate the cadres of Indian National 

Army. 

 
Jayaprakash  Narayan’s Concept 

of Total Revolution: 

 
• Jaya Prakash once stated that Total 

Revolution is a combination of seven 

revolutions, viz., political, social, 

economic, cultural, ideological or 

intellectual, educational and spiritual; 

and the main motive  being to bring in  

a change in the existing society that is  

in tune with the ideals of the  

Sarvodaya. JP had a very idealistic 

notion of society and it is in this 

endeavor, he shifted from Marxism to 

socialism and later towards Sarvodaya. 

• By the early 1970s, JP completely 

withdrew from party and power  

politics, and concentrated more on 

social regeneration through peaceful 

means. This did not mean that JP kept 

quiet while there was social and 

political degeneration taking root in 

political freedom. 

 
In order to better the  situation,  

despite his old age, he  embarked  on 

the task of working  towards  bringing 

in a complete change in the political  

and economic life of India. 

 
Key Events in Post-independent 

India : 

 
Year 1947- 1967 

 
The division of assets: 

 
Tensions  stretched  to  a  breaking  point 

with   Pakistan   over   the   division   of 

assets. According to the Indo- Pakistan 

financial  settlement  of  1947  India  had 

to  pay  rupees  55  crores  as  the  latter’s 

share of the assets. 

 
The Refugee Problem: 

 
The  partition  of  India  gave  way  to  the 

refugee  problem.  By  mid-1948  about 

5.5 million non-Muslims had moved 

into India and a very large number of 

Muslims had left India for Pakistan. 

According   to   the   Indian government, 
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the  non-Muslims  left  behind  property 

worth   500   crores   in   west   Pakistan 

whereas the Muslim losses in India are 

put to 100 crores. 

 
Origin of the Kashmir Problem: 

 
The Maharaja Hari Singh was a Hindu 

while 75% of the population was that of 

Muslims. Kashmir was strategically 

important for both India and Pakistan, 

however, the famous  movement  lead 

by Sheik Abdullah waned integration 

with India. The Maharaja, on the other 

hand, feared democracy in India and 

communalism in Pakistan, thus hoping 

to stay independent. 

 
Foundation of the Indian 

Democracy: 

 
The   first   general   elections   in   India 

which    were    held    in    1952    Was    a 

landmark  event  in  the  history  of  the 

state  which  marked  the  establishment 

of  the  Indian  democracy.  It  was  held 

over    a    period    of    4    months    from 

October     1951     to     February     1952. 

Congress  got   more   than  70%   of  the 

votes polled. 

 
Linguistic Reorganization: 

 
Boundaries of the British Indian 

provinces had been  drawn  and 

redrawn in a haphazard manner 

without any thought to cultural and 

linguistic cohesion. Most provinces 

were multilingual and multicultural  

and after independence, many former 

princely states were absorbed into 

them. There was a demand for 

linguistically homogeneous provinces. 

 
The Indus Water Dispute: 

The    dispute    started    in    1960.    The 

dispute   arose   because   Indus   and   its 

tributaries   flow   through   both   India 

and  Pakistan.  West  Pakistan  and  West 

India  were  both  dependent  on  Indus 

and   its   tributaries   for   water,   power 

supply, and irrigation. These rivers rise 

in India and the canal system is also in 

India. 

 
Partition cut through a complex and 

unified system of canals. 

 
Year 1967- 1977 

 
• The Elections of 1967: In 1967 

elections were held in February. This 

time the popularity of the Indian 

National Congress had declined 

considerably although the INC did win 

for the fourth time. The number of  

seats won was less. The reason behind 

the dismissal show of the Congress was 

the death of two prominent leaders, 

Jawaharlal Nehru, and Lal Bahadur 

Shastri. There were also internal 

problems in the party. 

The   most   important   feature   of   the 

elections    of    1967    was    the    coming 

together of the opposition parties. 

 
Naxal Movement: 

 
The Naxalite Movement was a 

revolutionary movement that was 

started by the Naxalbari in Bengal. 

Another group of Maoist themed 

activities in Andra Pradesh the Andra 

Naxalitess were mainly active in two 

regions Telangana and Srikakulam 

bordering Odisha in both the regions 

the area of dispute was land and forest. 

 
• The main victims were the tribals 

and the peasants. The movement was 

violent. In Srikakulam,  the  struggle 

was led by a school teacher. He led the 



155  

 

MODERN HISTORY 2021 
 

tribals in a series of labour strikes, 

seized grains from the rich farmers and 

redistributed it to the needy. 

 
In Telangana, the struggle was led by a 

veteran of the communist movement. 

The Naxalites formed a new party  

called the – CPI Maoist. 

 
JP Movement: 

 
From 1973 there was a sharp recession, 

growing       unemployment,      rampant 

inflation and scarcity of basic food. The 

oil   crisis   of   the   mid   70’s   had   also 

contributed   to   the   crisis   and   all   of 

these   developments   together   led   to 

riots and large-scale unrest and strikes 

and     erosion     of     support     for     the 

Congress from the poor and the middle 

class. 

 
• The students asked Jay Prakash 

Narayan, an elderly man who was in 

political retirement, to take over the 

leadership of the movement. JP, as he 

was popularly known as he agreed to 

take on the leadership of the  

movement, provided it was non-violent 

and not restricted to Bihar. 

 
• He had made a public criticism of 

the central government. His entry gave 

the movement a great morale boost. It 

came to be known as the  JP  

movement. He asked students to 

boycott their classes and the people to 

raise their consciousness against the 

corruption of the government. The 

result was constant  clashes  between 

the students and the police. 

 
• On 5th June 1974, at a mammoth 

meeting in Patna, he called for “total 

revolution” against the  government.  

He called for the state legislatures to 

resign, for the assembly to be 

dissolved. JP called for the agitators to 

paralyze the government. He wanted to 

set      up      a      parallel “People’s 

Government”. 

 
Emergency: 

 
The  government  responded  to  the  JP 

Movement     by     declaring     National 

Emergency   which    was    the    greatest 

threat        to        India’s        democratic 

foundation.   From   1973   there   was   a 

sharp      decline      in      the      economic 

situation,   a   combination   of   growing 

unemployment, rampant inflation, and 

scarcity   of   basic   food   and   essential 

commodities created a serious crisis. 

 
 

Year 1977- 1984 

 
• The Janata Governmen: On 18th 

January 1977, Mrs Gandhi suddenly 

announced that elections to the Lok 

Sabha will be held in March. The 

election was seen by the people as a 

referendum on the emergency. JP also 

campaigned against the Congress. 

 
The Janta party and its allies won with  

a huge majority. The Congress did not 

do well. 

It was virtually wiped out from the 

north. Sanjay Gandhi and Mrs Gandhi 

were both defeated however they 

continued doing well in the south. 

 
• Return of the Congress to Power: 

Even though the Janta Government  

had won with a huge majority, it was 

not able to retain power for a very long 

period of time. Soon after  the  

elections, there was a tussle for the 

position of the Prime Minister. Their 

non-performance in administration, 

lack of implementation of policies  and  

a non united socio-economic 
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programme   declined   support   among 

the masses by the end of 1977. 

• There was violence between Hindus 

and Muslims. The difference in 

ideologies paralyzed the government 

both at the center and the states. In the 

1980’s elections, the Congress 

capitalized on the infighting of the 

Janta Government and returned 

topower with a 2/3rd majority. 

 
The Punjab Crisis: 

 
During the 80’s the separatist 

movement in Punjab constituted the 

greatest threat to the unity and  

integrity of India, the more so as  

Punjab bordered Pakistan. 

 
After partition, the eastern part of the 

old Punjab province was now 

predominantly Sikh and Hindu. Until 

this time, there had been  a  little 

conflict between the Hindus and the 

Sikhs, but now the Akali Dal began to 

agitate for a “Punjabi Suba”- or a state 

for the Sikh in Punjab. 

• In the elections, the Akali Dal was 

unable to get a majority to form a 

government in Punjab even after the 

formation of a Punjabi State. Having 

lost the elections of 1980, and to widen 

their base among the Sikhs the  Akali 

dal began to escalate its demands. 

The failure of agitations led the Akali 

Dal to resort to violence and  

established the beginning of militancy 

in Punjab. 

• In 1980, the Congress came to 

power. From 1980, the Akali Dal under 

the leadership of Harcharan Singh 

Longowal decided to choose  the  path 

of confrontation. He installed in the 

Golden temple and began to preach his 

separatist message. 

• Parallel to his movement a new 

charismatic leader emerged among the 

Sikhs- Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale a 

fundamentalist  preacher,  who 

preached violence and attracted a lot of 

support. 

 
In  1978  his  sermons  had  incited  a  riot 

in the golden temple between the Sikhs 

and the followers of the Nirankari sect. 

 
The terrorist movement led by 

Bhindranwale and Amrik Singh was 

started by the murder of the head  of  

the Nirankari sect. 

 
Operation Blue Star: 

 
In   June   1984,   Mrs   Gandhi   and   her 

advisors  decided  to  take  some  drastic 

action   against   the   militants   in   the 

Golden   temple.   The   Akali   leadership 

was  becoming  very  militant  and  there 

was     a     fear     of     rebellion     in     the 

countryside. 

• On 3rd June the Indian army led by 

General K S Brar surrounded the  

golden templeand on 5th June they 

were entered. Many temple employees 

and devotees died inthe crossfire. 

 
The Akal Takht was destroyed  and  

even the temple itself was damaged. 

Among the dead were Bhindranwale 

(the terrorist leader of the Akali Dal) 

and his Followers. 

 
QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 1942 

 
Why not immediately in 1939? 

 
• Congress felt cause of Allies was 

just. 

• Lack of Hindu Muslim unity. 

• The atmosphere was not conducive. 

• So around the end of 1940, Gandhi 

organized Individual Satyagraha – 

Delhi Chalo Movement before a full 

blow movement in 1942. 
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Reasons for QIM - 

• Failure of Cripps Mission in 1942 – 

showed British wasn’t willing  to  cede 

to Congress demands of constitutional 

autonomy. 

• War impact on rising prices, food 

shortages, increasing public 

discontent. 

• Heavy defeats suffered by British in 

South East Asia boosted the morale. 

 
Aim - 

• Immediate end to British rule. 

• Form a provisional government of 

India. 

• Sanction of CDM against British 

rule. 

 
Gandhiji’s instruction to 

different sections : 

• Government servants – do not 

resign but declare allegiance to 

Congress. 

• Soldiers – do not leave Army but do 

not fire on compatriot. 

• Student – if confident, leave studies. 

• Princes – support the masses and 

accept sovereignty of your people. 

• Princely State People – support the 

ruler only if he is anti-government. 

 
FEATURES QUIT INDIA 

MOVEMENT 1942 

 
• “Do or Die” slogan. 

• 8th August 1942 formally launched. 

• 9th August all congress leaders 

arrested. 

• Unprecedented mass upsurge. 

• Satyagrahis offered themselves for 

arrests. 

• Removal of tracks, blow up of 

bridges, cutting telephone lines. 

• Over 60,000 arrested by end 1942. 

• There was international demand to 

release Gandhi by British Communist 

Party and others like Australian 

Council of Trade Unions. 

• Parallel Governments sprung up 

across states – 

• Satara in MH 

• Ballia in UP 

• Tamluk in Midnapore. 

• Students from college and school 

were most visible elements. 

• Women too played important role – 

Aruna Asif Ali and Sucheta Kriplani 

were leaders of the underground 

movement. 

• Peasants , Zamindars (usual fillers) 

• Erosion of British Loyalists 

• Underground activities o By 

socialists, forward bloc, revolutionaries 

etc. 

o Famous names – Ram Manohar 

Lohia, JP Narayan, Aruna Asif  Ali, 

Usha Mehta(ran underground radio). 

 
How was violence in QIM 

tolerated by Congress? 

• Even in 1920 and 1930-31 

movements Congress allowed a 

considerable room for  popular 

methods. But the element of 

spontaneity was much larger in 1942. 

• In earlier movements too like CDM, 

Gandhi signaled launching of the 

struggle by breaking the Salt Law, 

refusal to pay rent and revenue by 

peasants, picketing of liquor shops etc. 

• Theme of QIM was such – Do or  

Die. This was meant to be the final nail 

in the coffin of British Rule and people 

went all out to achieve that. 

 
C.RAJAGOPALACHARI 

FORMULA – 1944 

 
In  1944,  C  Rajagopalachari  proposed 

that after the termination of the war, a 

Commission   could   be   appointed   for 

demarcating contiguous districts in the 
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north-west and east where Muslims 

were in absolute majority. 

 
In the areas thus demarcated, a 

plebiscite would be held on the basis of 

adult suffrage that would ultimately 

decide the issue of separation from 

Hindustan. If the majority decided in 

favour of forming a separate Sovereign 

State, such decision could be accepted. 

Gandhiji supported CR formula. 

• Implicit acceptance of Muslim 

League’s demand for Pakistan. 

• In return ML to endorse Congress 

demand for complete freedom. 

• ML to cooperate with Congress to 

form an interim government. 

• Muslim dominant area of NWFP 

and North East to decide by Plebiscite 

to form Pakistan. 

 
Muslim League response: 

 
o Wanted Congress to accept the 2- 

Nation theory. 

o Only Muslims to vote in the 

plebiscite. 

o Opposed the idea of a Common 

Centre. 

o Wasn’t interested in Indian 

Independence, only Pakistan Muslim 

League was expected to endorse the 

Congress demand for  independence 

and cooperate with it in the formation 

of provisional government for the 

interim period. 

 
M. Jinnah objected, as he wanted 

congress to accept two-nation theory 

and wanted only Muslims of the North 

West and east of India to vote in the 

Plebiscite. Hindu leaders led by VD 

Savarkar condemned the plan. 

 
WAVELL PLAN, 1945 

On  June   25,  1945,  Lord   Wavell,  the 

Viceroy  and  governor  General (1934  – 

47) called a meeting of all political at 

Simla. The purpose was to resolve the 

deadlock in India. 

For friendly environment all the 

political prisoners were released 

including Gandhi. The meeting was 

presided over by Lord Wavell in which 

representatives of Congress, League, 

Sikh, depressed class and European 

were invited. 

 
Aim – reconstruction of the executive 

council which would act as an interim 

government. 

 
 

Main proposals: 

 
• All members except the governor- 

general and commander in chief would 

be Indians. 

• Muslims and Hindus to be given 

equal representation. 

• All parties to submit their nominees 

for executive council to Viceroy. 

• To reconstruct the Governor 

General’s executive council in which all 

the members if executive council were 

to be Indians except the Governor 

General and Commander – in – chief. 

• All the foreign affairs were to be 

given to Indians. 

• Governor General would retain 1 

veto power but would exercise his veto 

power on the advice of ministers. 

• Representatives of different parties 

had to submit a joint list to the viceroy 

for nominations to the executive 

council. 

• The new council had to decide the 

procedure for the making of the 

constitution. 

 
Why it broke down? 
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• Muslim League wanted all Muslim 

to be ONLY nominated by the League. 

• Congress insisted on the right to 

nominate members of all communities 

Muslim League insisted that all the 

Muslim members for the executive 

council must come 

from league’s platform, not from other 

parties i.e., Congress or any regional 

parties. 

 
That  could  have  made  Congress only a 

party of Hindus,  so  naturally  Congress 

opposes   Jinnah’s   claim.   Even   Lord 

Wavell  wanted  to  bring  Khizr   Hayat 

Khan    of    Punjab    in    the    executive 

council  who  was  a  non-League  leader. 

But  Viceroy  called  off  the  meeting  on 

July  1,  1945,  which  was  interpreted  as 

Jinnah’s  victory  for  he  emerged  as  the 

sole spokesman of Muslims in India. 

 
CABINET MISSION 1946: 

 
The    Cabinet    Mission    Plan    was    a 

statement     made     by     the     Cabinet 

Mission  and  the  Viceroy,  Lord  Wavell, 

on    May    16,    1946,    that    contained 

proposals  regarding  the  constitutional 

future  of  India  in  the  wake  of  Indian 

political   parties   and    representatives 

not coming to an agreement. 

 
The members of the Cabinet Mission: 

Lord Penthick-Lawrence, Secretary of 

State for India, Sir Stafford Cripps, 

President of the Board of Trade, and 

A.V Alexander, First  Lord  of 

Admiralty. 

 
Aim: Discussion on how to form an 

interim government and the principles 

for framing a newConstitution giving 

freedom to India. 

 
Main Points: 

• Rejection to the demand of an 

Independent Pakistan as it would 

include a large  non-  Muslim 

population too. 

• Grouping of existing provinces into 

3 groups: (This was rejected by 

Congress) 

o A = Madras, Bombay, Central 

Provinces, United Provinces, Bihar and 

Orissa 

o B = Punjab, NWFP, and Sindh o C = 

Bengal and Assam. 

 
• Constituent Assembly to be elected 

by provincial assemblies by 

proportional representation (389 

member from PA , 92 from princely 

states)- Democratic Principles. 

• A common center to control 

defense, communication and external 

affairs. 

• A province was free to come out of 

the groups after 1 year and from the 

Union after 10 years. 

• Accepted by Congress on June 24th 

1946. 

 
Muslim League rejected the plan after 

accepting it initially when Congress 

declared that it could change the 

scheme through its majority in the 

Constituent Assembly. 

 
Direct Action Day- 16th August 

1946 

 
The 'Direct Action' was announced by 

the Muslim League Council  to  show 

the strength of  Muslim  feelings 

towards      its     demand     for an 

"autonomous and sovereign" Pakistan. 

 
The Action resulted in the worst 

communal riots that British India had 

seen. 
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‘Direct Action Day’ marked the 

beginning of several acts of violence 

spread over a couple of days in what 

came to be known as the Week of the 

Long Knives. 

 
While   it   was   ostensibly   established 

none  of  the  politicians  had  expected 

the violence to reach as massive a scale 

as  it  did,  it  went  ahead  to  become  a 

brutality-ridden     microcosm     of     the 

political  struggle  that   had  the   entire 

country in its throes later in 1947. 

 
ATLEE STATEMENT- 1947 

 
The Prime Minister of Britain Clement 

Atlee     declared     in     the     House     of 

Commons  that  the  British  would  quit 

India  after  transferring  power  into  the 

responsible hand not later than 1948. 

• Deadline of 30th June 1948 to 

transfer power 

• British would give power to either a 

central government or provincial 

governments if Constituent Assembly 

wasn’t fully represented. 

• Hints at partition and Balkanization 

of India. 

• He announced the appointment of 

Lord Mountbatten as Viceroy. 

 
MOUNTBATTEN PLAN – 1947 

 
Lord Mountbatten was the last Viceroy 

of India and the first Governor General 

of free India. 

 
Main Points - 

 
• The Constitution framed by the 

Indian Constituent Assembly will not 

apply to Muslim-majority provinces. 

• The Muslim-majority provinces will 

decide for themselves the question of a 

separate Constituent Assembly. 

• The question of the division of the 

Punjab and Bengal and also the 

Constituent Assembly they wanted to 

join will be decided by their respective 

Legislative Assemblies. 

• The Sind Legislative Assembly will 

decide whether it wanted to join the 

present Constituent Assembly or the 

new one. 

• Referendum was to be held in 

Sylhet District (Assam)  and  North 

West Frontier Province. 

• A Boundary Commission in each 

province shall decide the final lines of 

demarcation. 

• If the Legislative Assemblies of 

Bengal and Punjab took their decisions 

in favour of the division of the 

provinces, fresh elections would be  

held for the Pakistan Constituent 

Assembly. 

• Power was to be transferred to India 

by 15th of August, 1947. Paramountcy 

was to be lapse. The Princely States 

would be free to join India or Pakistan 

or to proclaim their independence, and 

establish their new relationship with 

Britain. 

A   Bill   was   prepared   by   the   British 

Government     containing     the     main 

provisions  of  the  Mountbatten  Plan  of 

June  3,  1947  and  it  was  introduced  in 

British   Parliament   on   July   3,   1947. 

This   Bill   was   passed   as   the   Indian 

Independence   Act   of   1947.   On   15Th 

August,         1947        India         attained 

independence,     and     Pakistan      was 

created  as  a  new  Dominion  on  14th 

August, 1947. 

 
Partition Committee was formed which 

was later replaced by Partition Council 

Members of Partition Committee: Dr. 

Rajendra Prasad, Liaqat Ali Khan, 

Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, Abdur-rab 

Nishtar, chaired by Lord Mountbatten. 
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INDIAN INDEPENDENCE ACT 

1947 - 

 
India  Independence  Act  1947  was  an 

Act  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  the 

United  Kingdom(UK)  that  divided  the 

British       India       into       two       new 

independent  dominions  of  India  and 

Pakistan. 

 
The Act received the assent of the royal 

family  on  July  18,  1947  after  which, 

India came into existence on August 15 

and  Pakistan  on  August  14  in  the  year 

1947. 

 
 
 
 

Important provisions - 

 
• Partition of the British India into 

two new and fully sovereign dominions- 

India and Pakistan with effect from 15th 

August 1947; 

• Division of the provinces of Bengal  

& Punjab among the two newly formed 

countries 

• The offices of Governor-General in 

both the countries would be set up. 

These Governor-General would be 

representing the Crown; 

• The complete legislative authority 

would be conferred in the hands of the 

Constituent Assemblies of the two new 

countries; 

• The British suzerainty over the 

princely states would be terminated 

from August 15, 1947; 

• Abolishing the use of title “Emperor 

of India” by the British monarch; 

• The Act includes the division of the 

armed forces between the two 

countries. 

 
Features of Indian Independence 

Act 1947 - 

 
• Emergence of two new dominions 

from the Indian Empire-The two new 

dominions,India and Pakistan came 

into existence after the formulation of 

this Act. 

Dominion of India will represent the 

desire of the all people in India for self- 

government, while the Dominion of 

Pakistan would express the demand of 

the Muslims for the selfgovernment. 

• Territories: Pakistan-East Bengal, 

West Punjab, Sind, Northwest Frontier 

Provinces,Sylhet divisions in Assam, 

Bahawalpur, Khairpur, Chief 

Commissioner’s  Province  of 

Baluchistan and its eight other princely 

states. 

• Bengal-The province of Bengal 

ceased to exist. Two new provinces 

came into existence-East Bengal and 

West Bengal. 

• Punjab: Two new provinces came 

into being-West Punjab and East 

Punjab 

• Boundaries of new provinces would 

be determined by a committee headed 

by Sir Cyril Radcliffe. 

• Constitution of India and Pakistan: 

The Government of India Act 1935 

governed the two dominions until the 

new constitutions were  framed  for 

both the countries. 

• Governor-General of India and 

Pakistan: For each of the countries, a 

separate Governor-General was 

required to be appointed by the Crown 

subject to the laws of the legislature of 

either of the new dominions. 

• The Act also provided critical 

directions on the armed forces of India 

as well as the steps to be taken in 

regards to British forces  in  India. 

Naval forces were also a critical area 

that was dealt with by this Act. 
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Other significant facts about 

Indian Independence Act 1947 - 

 
• The Act also created the legislatures 

of both the new countries formed. It 

also stated that the British would cease 

to have any control at all in any affairs 

of India and Pakistan from August 15, 

1947 onwards. 

 
The  Indian  Independence  Act  of  1947 

was   repealed   in   Article   395   of   the 

Constitution of India and in Article 221 

of the Constitution of Pakistan of 1956. 

 
The Act  also created the legislatures of 

both the new countries to be formed. It 

also stated that the British would cease 

to have any control at all in any affairs 

of     India     from     August     14,     1947, 

onwards.     The     same     applied     for 

Pakistan     as     well.     It     also     made 

provisions       for       the       constituent 

assemblies of both India and  Pakistan. 

It   was   decided   that   the   constituent 

assemblies    in    both    these    countries 

would  have  all  the  powers  vested  in 

them. 

 
They  would  also  create  the  respective 

constitutions   in   any   way   that   they 

deemed  fit.  Indian  Independence  Act 

1947     also     decided     the     governor- 

generals for the new countries. 

 
It also dealt with the results of forming 

the new dominions. This Act also dealt 

with the orders that were needed to 

make sure that it was executed in the 

way it was supposed to be. 

 
It looked into the services that were to 

be provided by the Secretary of State. 

The Act also  provided  critical 

directions on the armed forces of India 

as well as the steps to be taken with 

regards to British forces in India. 

 
Naval forces were also a critical area 

that was dealt with by this Act. 

 
POST WAR NATIONAL 

UPSURGE 1945 : 

 
INA TRIALS – SIGNIFICANCE 

 
• Unprecedented intensity of 

campaign for the release of INA 

prisoners – daily editorials, 

pamphlets, participation of 

diverse social groups all over 

India and  Indians  living  

abroad. 

• In varying  degrees,  even 

Muslim League, Communist 

Party, RSS and Hindu 

Mahasabha supported the INA 

release campaign. 

• The loyalists too urged the 

British to abandon the trials for 

good India-Britain relations in 

the future. 

 
RIN MUTINY – 1946 

 
SIGNIFICANCE of RIN Mutiny 

 
• Background – 1100 Naval 

Ratings of HIS Talwar went on a 

strike to protest against racial 

discrimination, subordination, 

demand equal pay and show 

support to the INA Trial 

Movement. 

• Revolt within the armed forced 

had a liberating effect on Indian 

people. 

• Hoisting of Indian Flag  on 

HMIS Talwar was seen as an 

event marking the end of British 

Rule. 

• Government announced that 

only those INA members 
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accused of murder would face 

trial. 

• Overall, the event signified the

losing grip and inability of the

British to rule over India any

further.


