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• Amichand - a rich merchant 

• Jagat Seth - the biggest banker  

of Bengal 

• Khadim Khan - he commanded  

a large number of the Nawab’s 

troops. 

• Colonel Clive commanded the 

expedition sent by Madras. He 

re-conquered Calcutta in the 

beginning of  1757  and 

compelled the Nawab  to  

concede all the demands of the 

English. 

• Treaty of Alinagar- restored the 

English their former  privileges 

of trade, grant permission to 

fortify Calcutta and promising 

compensation for the losses 

suffered by the English. 

• But English wanted more and 

they started  intriguing  with 

Mira Jafar and others against 

Nawab. 

• English kept a set of impossible 

demands in front of Nawab and 

it became necessary to fight to 

finish. 

• In 23 June 1757 – rivals faced 

each other in battlefield of 

Plassey. It was fought on the 

banks of Bhagirathi River. 

• Battle of Plassey was a battle 

only in name. In reality it was a 

conspiracy against Nawab by 

enemies to fulfill their selfish 

motives. 

• An advanced party of Nawab’s 

army was led by Mir Mudan and 

Mohan Lal forced Clive to 

withdraw his forces behind the 

trees. English killed Mir Mudan. 

• Siraj summoned his army 

officers and sought their advice. 

Mir Jafar found the fears of 

nawab and told him to retire 

from battlefield leaving the 

operations to his Generals. 

 
• Battle of Plassey was “a night of 

eternal gloom for India”. 

• The Battle of Plassey was a 

decisive victory of the British 

East India Company over the 

Nawab of Bengal and his French 

allies on 23 June 1757.  The 

battle consolidated the 

Company's presence in Bengal, 

which later expanded to cover 

much of India over the next 

hundred years. 

• Rewards by Mir Jafar to English 

EIC. 

• Mir Jafar succeed  to  throne 

with the help of English and so 

he rewarded them with trade 

rights, compensation,  large 

sums as ‘gifts’ or bribes. 

• The Company was granted 

undisputed right to free trade in 

Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. It also 

received the zamindari of the 24 

Parganas near Calcutta. Mir 

Jafar paid a sum of Rs 

17,700,000 as compensation for 

the attack on Calcutta to the 

Company and the traders of the 

city. 

 
Importance of Battle of Plassey: 

 
• The battle of Plassey was of 

immense historical importance 

as it had benefitted the  British  

in lot of ways. 

• It paved the way for the British 

mastery of  Bengal  and 

eventually of the 'whole of  

India’. The rich revenues of 

Bengal enabled  them  to 

organize a strong army. 

• Control over Bengal played a 

decisive role in the Anglo- 

French struggle. Enabled the 

Company and its servants to 
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amass untold wealth at the cost 

of the helpless people of Bengal. 

• Mir Jafar was Milch cow for 

English. Company  was  no 

longer just trader, now it started 

control over provinces.  Wealth 

of Bengal was drained. 

• Deposition of Mir Jafar 

 
• Soon Mir Jafar repented the 

bargain. He realized it was impossible 

to meet Englishdemands forever. His 

treasury was emptied. 

• Soon English officials began to 

criticize the Nawab for his  incapacity  

in fulfilling their expectations. 

• They forced him to abdicate throne 

in favour of his son-in-law Mir Qasim. 

o He was charged with anti-English 

activities, intriguing with Dutch. 

o In reality his main crime was 

poverty. 

 
Treaty with Mir Qasim 

(September. 1760): 

 
• Mir Qasim found it as an 

opportunity and claimed for 

Nawabship. He promised 

English to take measures 

immediately to relive the 

financial distress of company. 

Finding his palace surrounded  

by the company’s army, Mir 

Jaffar decided to resign in favor 

of Mir Qasim. 

• Mir Jaffar was paid back in his 

own coin. He  had  betrayed 

Siraj. now he was betrayed by 

Mir Qasim. 

• On becoming nawab of Bengal 

Mir Qasim heavily bribed the 

‘King makers’. He granted the 

Company the Zamindari of the 

districts of Burdwan, 

Midnapore, and  Chittagong,  

and gave handsome presents 

totalling  29  lakhs  of  rupees  to 

the high English officials. 

• Mir Qasim and EIC Nawab 

belied English hopes and  

became threat to their position 

and designs in Bengal. He was  

an able, efficient, and strong 

ruler, determined  to  free 

himself from foreign control He 

believed that since he had paid 

the Company adequately for 

putting him on the throne, they 

should now leave him alone to 

govern Bengal. He realized full 

treasury and an efficient army 

were essential to maintain his 

independence. 

 
• He took some measures to assert his 

independence- prevented public 

disorder. 

• To increase his income, he removed 

corruption from revenue 

administration. 

• Raised a modern and disciplined 

army along European lines. 

• He attempted to check the 

misuse of the Farman of 1717 by 

the Company’s servants. These 

abuses ruined the honest Indian 

traders through unfair 

competition and deprived the 

Nawab of a very important 

source of revenue. 

• The Company and its servants 

got intoxicated by their new- 

found power and they began to 

oppress and ill-treat the officials 

of the Nawab and, the poor 

people pf Bengal. 

• They compelled the Indian 

artisans, peasants, and 

merchants to sell their goods 

cheap and to buy dear from 

them. People who refused were 

often flogged or imprisoned. 



51  

 

MODERN HISTORY 2021 
 

• These years were “the period of 

open and unashamed plunder.” 

The prosperity for which Bengal 

was renowned was being 

gradually destroyed.  He  took 

the drastic step of abolishing all 

duties on internal trade, thus 

giving his own subjects a 

concession that the English had 

seized by force. 

• But alien merchants don’t want 

equality, they demanded re- 

imposition of tax on Indian 

merchants. English didn’t like 

his activities. 

 
Battle of Buxar 

• Conflict started again-  Truth 

was no two masters could exist 

together. 

• Nawab believed himself as 

independent ruler while English 

wanted him to act as their 

puppet. 

• Mir Qasim was defeated in a 

series of battle in 1763. He 

formed alliance with Shuja-ud- 

Daulah, the Nawab of Avadh, 

and Shah Alam II, the fugitive 

Mughal Emperor. 

• The three allies met with  

English at Buxar on 22 October 

1764 and were thoroughly 

defeated. One of the most 

decisive battles  of  Indian 

history because it demonstrated 

the superiority of English arms 

over combined armies of two 

major Indian provinces. 

• Nawab of Awadh, Shuja-ud- 

daulah was made to pay war 

indemnity of 5 million rupees to 

the Company. 

• Nawab and English became 

alliance. According to alliance 

company will help nawab in any 

outside attack but nawab had to 

pay for the services of troops. In 

nutshell, nawab became 

dependent on company. 

• Nawab was living with a wrong 

belief that a trading body, 

company, was a  transitory 

power and Mughal and Afghans 

were his real enemies. 

• Clive had gradually started to 

transfer the authority of 

Government from the Nawab to 

the Company.  Clive  restored 

Mir Jafar in 1763 and collected 

huge sums In 1765 after Mir 

Jafar’s death, his second son, 

Nizam-ud-daulah,  was  placed 

by Clive on throne, A treaty was 

signed with new nawab. 

• According to treaty, Nawab was 

to disband most of his army and 

to administer Bengal through a 

Deputy Subahdar who was to be 

nominated by the Company and 

who could not be dismissed 

without its approval. 

• The Company thus gained 

supreme control over the 

administration (or nizamat) of 

Bengal. 

 
How battle of Buxar had made 

British a masters of  Bengal,  

Bihar and Orissa? 

• Company had obtained the 

Diwani (right to collect to 

revenue) of Bengal, Bihar and 

Orissa from titular head of 

Mughal Empire. 

 
Dual System of Administration of 

Bengal : 

 
• The real master of Bengal was 

company from 1765. 

• Bengal’s defense was in hands of 

EIC army. 

• Political power was in hands of EIC. 
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• Revenue power – EIC is Diwan so 

collected revenue. 

• Police and judicial power - EIC 

appointed the Deputy Subahdar. 

 
Dual   or   double    government    – 

from   1765   to   1772   there   was   dual 

government   in   Bengal   because   there 

were     2     separate     authorities.     The 

British   controlled   the   army   and   the 

revenue while the nawab was supposed 

to look after the administration. 

 
• EIC – had authority but no 

responsibility. They controlled 

the finances of the province and 

its army directly and its 

administration indirectly. 

• Nawab – The Nawab and his 

officials had  the  responsibility 

of administration but not the 

power to discharge it. 

• Now the Bengal was completely 

under the control of company. 

So, it’s servant and company 

itself started to plunder the 

Bengal. 

• Company authorities used the 

collected revenue to  purchase 

the Indian goods and sold them 

abroad. It was known as 

company’s investment and  it 

was part of its profit. 

• Government also shared in this 

profit. 

• Company had completely 

drained the Bengal. In years - 

1766 - 68 5.7 million pound was 

drained from Bengal. Dual 

government and drain of wealth 

gifted an impoverished and 

exhausted province. 

• In 1770, Bengal suffered from 

one of the most terrible famines 

known in human history. 

• Lakhs of people died. Though  

the famine was due to failure of 

rains,      its      effects were 

heightened by the Company’s 

policies. 

 
The battle of Plassey: 

 
• The battle of Plassey marked the 

British Conquest of India. Later 

under the governorship of Lord 

Wellesley, Lord Hastings, Lord 

Dalhousie, etc. the expansion of 

the British Empire in India took 

place. 

 
Expansion under Lord Wellesley 

(1798 - 1805) 

• Lord Wellesley (as Governor 

General) came to India in 1798  

at a time when the British were 

locked in a life and death 

struggle with France all over the 

world. 

• Lord Wellesley remained 

Governor General of Fort 

Williams from 1798 to 1805. 

During his tenure, the Fourth 

and last Anglo-Mysore war was 

fought and Tipu was killed  in 

this war. 

• The Second Anglo Maratha war 

also happened  in  which 

Bhonsle, Scindia and Holkar 

were defeated. 

• Wellesley followed the policy of 

“subsidiary alliance”, which was 

accepted by the rulers  of 

Mysore,  Jodhpur,  Jaipur, 

Bundi, Macheri, Bharatpur, 

Oudh, Tanjore, Berar, Peshwa 

and Nizam of Hyderabad. 

• The Censorship of Press Act, 

1799 was also brought under his 

tenure and Fort William College 

was established in 1800 to train 

civil servants. 
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• After Warren Hastings & 

Cornwallis, Wellesley was next 

governor general of India.  

Under his period a large-scale 

expansion of British rule took 

place. Before him British were 

following policy of consolidation 

of resources and gains. 

• Territorial expansion was made 

when it was safe & without 

antagonizing major Indian 

powers. Wellesley believed that 

time had ripe to bring as many 

Indian states as possible under 

British control. 

• In 1797, two major Indian 

powers, Mysore and Marathas 

were declined. Business class in 

British and company was also in 

favor of this policy as more 

Indian portion under British 

control, more markets for 

British. 

• To achieve his political aims 

Wellesley relied on three 

methods: The system of 

Subsidiary Alliances, outright 

wars, and assumption of the 

territories of previously' 

subordinated rulers. 

• Helping Indian states by paid 

British force was old technic. 

Wellesley shaped it and used to 

subordinate Indian states under 

paramount authority of the 

Company. 

 
Subsidiary Alliance 

• Wellesley came to India with a 

determination to launch a 

forward policy in order to make 

‘the British Empire in  India’  

into ‘the British Empire  of 

India’. The system that he 

adopted to achieve his object is 

known as the ‘Subsidiary 

Alliance’. 

• Lord Wellesley: Known as the 

Akbar of East India Company. 

• He also called himself ‘The 

Bengal Tiger 

• The predecessors of Wellesley 

concluded alliances with Indian 

princes like the  Nawab  of 

Awadh and the Nizam of 

Hyderabad. They received 

subsidies from the Indian rulers 

for the maintenance of British 

troops, which were used for the 

protection of respective Indian 

states. Wellesley enlarged and 

consolidated  the  already 

existing system. 

 
Main Features of Subsidiary 

Alliance : 

 
• Any Indian ruler who entered 

into the subsidiary alliance with 

the British had to maintain a 

contingent of British troops in 

his territory. It was commanded 

by a British officer. The Indian 

state was called ‘the protected 

state’ and the British hereinafter 

were referred to as ‘the 

paramount power’. It was the 

duty of the British to safeguard 

that state from external 

ggression and to help its ruler 

maintain internal peace. The 

protected state  should  give 

some money or give part of its 

territory to the British to  

support the subsidiary force. 

• The protected state should cut 

off     its     connection with 

European powers other than the 

English and with the French in 

particular. The state was also 

forbidden to have any political 

contact even with other Indian 

powers without the permission 

of the British. 
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• The ruler of the protected state 

should keep a British  Resident 

at his court and disband his own 

army. He should not employ 

Europeans in  his  service 

without the sanction of the 

paramount power. 

 
• The paramount power should 

not interfere in the internal 

affairs of the protected state. 

 
• The position of the British was 

strengthened against its Indian and 

non-Indian enemies. 

• Under the system, expansion of 

British power became easy. 

 
Thus, Wellesley’s diplomacy made the 

British the paramount power in India. 

 

 
Negative impact of the Subsidiary 

System on Indian Princes : 

 
• The immediate effect of the 

establishment of subsidiary 

forces was the introduction of 

anarchy because of the 

unemployment of thousands of 

soldiers sent away by the Indian 

princes. 

• The freebooting activities of 

disbanded soldiers were felt 

much in central India where the 

menace of Pindaris affected the 

people. 

• Further, the subsidiary system 

had a demoralizing effect on the 

princes of the protected states. 

Safeguarded against external 

danger and internal revolt, they 

neglected their administrative 

responsibilities. They preferred 

to lead easy-going and pleasure 

seeking lives. As a result 

misgovernment followed. 

• In course of time, the anarchy 

and misrule in  several  states 

had resulted in their annexation 

by the British. Thus, the 

subsidiary system proved  to  be 

a preparation for annexation. 

• Furthermore, the British 

collected very heavy subsidies 

from the protected princes and 

this had adversely affected their 

economy. 

 
Subsidiary alliance disadvantages to 

Indian states – 

 
They lost the – 

 
• right of self-defense 

• right of maintaining diplomatic 

relations 

• right of employing foreign experts 

• right of settling its disputes with its 

neighbors 

• all vestiges of sovereignty in external 

matters 

• became increasingly subservient to 

the British Resident 

• interference by resident in the day 

to day administration of the state 

• Give rise to internal decay of the 

protected state. 

• cost of the subsidiary force provided 

by the British was very high 

• sometimes beyond the paying 

capacity of the state 

• payments were arbitrarily fixed 

• disbandment of the armies of the 

protected states led to unemployment 

problems 

• As Lakhs of soldiers and officers 

were deprived of their hereditary 

livelihood, spreading misery and 

degradation in the country. 

• Law and order problem because 

Many of disbanded soldiers joined the 
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roaming bands of Pindarees which 

ravaged people. 

• Rulers had no incentive to become 

good rulers because they tended to 

neglect the interests of their  people  

and to oppress them as they no longer 

feared them. 

 
Subsidiary alliances  advantages 

to British India 

 
• They can maintain a large army at 

the cost of the Indian states. 

• This enabled them to fight wars far 

away from their own territories. 

• Since any war would occur In the 

territories either of the British ally  or  

of the British 

enemy. 

• Controlled the defense and foreign 

relations of the protected ally  and had  

a power army stationed in  ally  land 

and could, therefore, at a time of their 

choosing, overthrow ruler and  annex 

his territories by declaring him to be 

“inefficient‟. 

 
The system of Subsidiary Alliances was 

“a system of fattening allies as  we 

fatten oxen, till they were worthy of 

being devoured.” 

 
Subsidiary Alliance and Indian 

States 

 
Hyderabad 

 
• Treaty of subsidiary alliance was 

signed with Hyderabad in 1801. 

• The pay for army was so high that 

Nawab had to surrender half of his 

kingdom. 

• His own army was disbanded. 

• British had right to station the army 

anywhere in state. 

 
Mysore 

 
• Tipu loved his  independence 

and so he never agreed to 

subsidiary alliance. He worked 

hard to strengthen  forces 

against British. 

• He entered into negotiations for 

an alliance with Revolutionary 

France and sent missions to 

Afghanistan, Arabia and Turkey 

to forge an anti-British alliance. 

• Fourth Anglo Mysore war - In 

1799 British defeated Tipu but 

still he had not  signed  the 

treaty. He proudly declared that 

it was “better to die like  a  

soldier than to live a miserable 

dependent on the infidels, in the 

list of their pensioned, rajas and 

nabobs.” 

• He died a hero’s death on 4 May 

1799 while defending his capital 

Seringapatam. After his death 

half of his dominions were 

divided between British and 

their ally Nizam. (see map 

below). 

• The Reduced kingdom was 

restored to the descendants of 

original Rajas from whom 

Haider Ali had seized the power. 

• A special treaty of subsidiary 

alliance was signed with new 

Rajas. According to treaty 

governor general can take over 

the state in case of necessity. 

Mysore was, in fact, made a 

complete dependency of the 

Company. 
 

Carnatic 

• In 1801, Wellesley forced a new 

treaty upon the  puppet  nawab 

of Carnatic. According to treaty 

he had to cede half of kingdom 
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to company in return for 

pension. 

• The Madras Presidency as it 

existed till, 1947 was now 

created, by attaching the 

Carnatic to territories seized 

from Mysore, including the 

Malabar. 

• Similarly, the territories of the 

rulers of Tanjore and Surat were 

taken over and their rulers 

pensioned off. 

 
Marathas 

 
• It was the only major power 

which was not under British 

control. Wellesley began 

aggressive interference in their 

internal affairs. During this time 

Maratha empire was 

confederacy of 5 big chiefs : 

• Peshwa – Poona 

• Gaekwad – Baroda 

• Bhonsle – Nagpur 

• Holkar – Indore 

• Sindhia – Gwalior 

 
• Peshwa was nominal head of 

confederacy. They were busy in 

fighting among themselves and 

not seen the foreign threat. 

• Wellesley had offered subsidiary 

alliance to Peshwa and Sindhia 

but Peshwa had declined  

because of far-sightedness of 

Nana Phadnis. 

• In 1802, Holkar had defeated  

the combined armies of Peshwa 

and Sindhia, cowardly Peshwa 

Baji Rao II  signed  the 

subsidiary alliance at Bassein. 

• The Marathas had not united 

even against the  common 

enemy. Sindhia and Bhonsle 

were fighting with British while 

Holkar was watching the 

episode and Gaekwad gave a 

helping hand to British. 

• In 1803 Wellesley defeated 

combined armies of Sindhia and 

Bhonsle at Assaye. Both signed 

Subsidiary Alliance Treaty. 

 
As a result of treaty : 

• Part of territory ceded to British 

• Admitted British resident 

• Promised will not employ any 

European without  British  approval. 

The Peshwa had become puppet in 

British hands. 

 
Now Wellesley turned to Holkar. But 

Yeshwant Rao Holkar gave a firm 

resistance to Wellesley Holkar’s  ally, 

the Raja of Bharatpur, inflicted heavy 

losses on Lord Lake. Sindhia also gave  

a thought of forgetting the fratricidal 

strife and joining Holkar. 

 
Wellesley had been called back because 

of – 

• Profits of shareholders of EIC 

decline because of company’s costly 

wars. 

• Company debt had also increased. 

• Britain finance were exhausted. 

• British statesmen and company 

directors felt that now it’s time to stop 

further expansion & digest and 

consolidate recent gains  in  India. 

Peace was signed with Holkars in 1806 

by the Treaty of Raighat, giving back 

Holkar greater part of his territories. 

 
Expansion   under  Lord   Hastings 

(1813 - 22) 

 
• Marquess of Hastings (Lord 

Hastings) was appointed 

Governor-General of India on 

November 11, 1812. His  tenure 

in India as Governor-General 

was a notable one, as he won 
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two   wars   namely   the   Gurkha 

War      (1814–1816)      and      the 

Maratha War (1818). 

• Even after defeat at second 

Anglo-Maratha war, Marathas 

had not lost the hope and they 

had made a last try to regain the 

independence and old prestige  

in 1817. 

• Peshwa led and  tried  to 

organize a united front with the 

Maratha      chiefs. Peshwa 

attacked British residency at 

Poona in November 1817. Appa 

Sahib of Nagpur attacked 

residency at Nagpur. Madhav 

Rao Holkar made preparations 

for war. 

• Governor General,  Lord 

Hastings retaliated vigorously. 

As a result of this Sindhia – 

compelled to accept suzerainty. 

• Peshwa – dethroned and 

pensioned off at Bithur near 

Kanpur.  Territories  annexed 

and enlarged the presidency of 

Bombay brought into existence. 

• Holkar and Bhonsle – accepted 

subsidiary forces. 

• For satisfaction of Maratha 

pride, the small Kingdom of 

Satara was founded out of the 

Peshwa’s lands and given, to the 

descendant     of Chatrapati 

Shivaji. Like descendants of 

Mysore rajas, they were made 

completely  dependent  to 

British. 

• Sindhia and Holkar dominated 

Rajputana states for several 

years and after their downfall 

they were not capable enough to 

reassert their independence and 

easily accepted British 

supremacy. 

• By 1818 the entire India except 

Punjab and Sikh states was 

under control of British. It was 

partly controlled by British 

directly and rest  by  Indian 

rulers under paramount power  

of British. 

• The British protected states had 

virtually no armed forces of  

their own, nor did they have any 

independent foreign relations. 

However, they were 

autonomous in their internal 

affairs, but even in this respect, 

they acknowledged British 

authority wielded through a 

Resident. 

 
The Consolidation of British 

Power (1818 - 57) 

 
• To consolidate its power, the 

British completed the task of 

conquering the whole of India 

from 1818 to 1857. 

 
Conquest of Sindh 

• It was result of Anglo – Russian 

rivalry and fear of British that 

Russia might attack India 

through Afghanistan or Persia. 

• To counter this British 

government decided to increase 

its control over Afghanistan or 

Persia. British believed that for 

successful execution of above 

plan, Sindh must be brought 

under its control. 

• The commercial possibilities of 

the river Sindh were an 

additional attraction. In 1832 

William Bentinck sent his 

representative to sign a new 

commercial treaty with Amirs 

(chiefs of Sind). 
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• A free passage for English 

travelers and merchant through 

Sind, and the use of the Indus  

for commercial pursuits; no 

vessel of war to come by the said 

river. 

• In 1839, a subsidiary treaty was 

signed with Amirs. This treaty 

was accepted by Amirs under 

threat of superior forces. 

 
The terms of treaty were similar 

to subsidiary alliance: 

• Troops were to be stationed at 

Shikarpur and Bukkar. 

• No foreign affairs without asking 

British. 

• Paying maintenance for force. 

 
In spite  of previous  assurances  that  its 

territorial integrity would be respected, 

Sindh  was  annexed in 1843 by Charles 

Napier. 

 
“We have no right to seize Sind, yet we 

shall do so, and a very advantageous, 

useful humane piece of rascality it will 

be.” 

 
The Conquest of Punjab 

 
• ‘Punjab’ is made up two words- 

‘Punj’ meaning five and ‘ab’ 

meaning water. Political 

instability and rapid changes of 

government followed in Punjab 

after the death of Maharaja 

Ranjit Singh in June 1839. 

• Though power fell into patriotic 

leaders, but army was not well 

disciplined and so British 

thought of seizing this 

opportunity      and looking 

greedily towards Punjab. 

• British had signed a treaty of 

perpetual friendship with Ranjit 

Singh in 1809. British agent, 

Broad foot in Ludhiana 

repeatedly indulged in hostile 

actions and gave provocations. 

 
• There were lots of corrupt chiefs 

in Punjab, who know that soon 

they will lose their position 

because army will not able to 

stand against British. 

• So, they thought of saving 

themselves by embroiling army 

with British. 

• In 1845, British started 

preparing to march towards 

Punjab. The Punjab Army, now 

convinced that the British were 

determined to occupy the 

Punjab, took counter measures. 

War started on 13 December 

1845. 

• The Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs 

forget their internal conflicts  

and united against common 

enemy. Punjab army fought 

heroically. But some leaders like 

Prime minister, Raja lala Singh, 

and commander-in-chief, 

missar Tej Singh had betrayed 

Punjab. 

• Punjab Army was forced to 

concede defeat and to sign the 

humiliating Treaty of Lahore on 

8  March  1846.  Jalandhar  doab 

was   annexed   and   Jammu   and 

Kashmir  was  sold  to  raja  Gulab 

Singh Dogra. 

• Punjab army reduced,  and 

strong British force stationed at 

Lahore. In December 1846, 

Treaty of Bhyrowal was signed. 

• It had given full authority to 

British resident at Lahore over 

all matters in state. Troops can 

be stationed in any part of the 

Punjab. 
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• But British officials were still 

unsatisfied. They wanted to 

impose direct British rule over 

the Punjab. 

• Lord Dalhousie was waiting for 

opportunity to subsume the last 

independent state into British 

Empire. This opportunity was 

given by local revolts. Revolts 

were led by Mulraj at Multan  

and Chatter Singh Attanwala 

near Lahore. Lord Dalhousie 

can’t afford to lose, and he 

annexed the Punjab. 

 
Dalhousie and the Policy of 

Annexation (1848 - 56): 

 
• Lord Dalhousie (Real name 

James Andrew Ramsay) served 

as Governor General of India 

from 1848 to 1856. During this 

period, Second Anglo-Sikh War 

(1849) was fought in which the 

Sikhs were defeated again, and 

Dalhousie was successful in 

annexing the whole of Punjab to 

the British administration. 

• He annexed many states by 

doctrine of lapse. During his 

tenure, first  railway  line 

between Bombay  and  Thane 

was opened in 1853 and in the 

same year Calcutta and Agra 

were connected by  telegraph. 

His other reforms include  

setting up of  P.W.D.  and 

passing    of    the Widow 

Remarriage Act (1856). 

• Lord Dalhousie came to India as 

the Governor-General in 1848. 

He was from the beginning 

determined to extend direct 

British rule over as large area as 

possible. 

• He believed that British 

administration was far superior 

to the corrupt and oppressive 

administration of the native 

rulers. In reality motive of this 

policy was the expansion of 

British exports to India. 

• He implemented his policy of 

annexation by the Doctrine of 

Lapse. 

• Doctrine of Lapse - when the 

ruler of a protected state died 

without a natural heir, his state 

was not to pass to an adopted 

heir as sanctioned by the age-  

old tradition of the country. 

• Instead, it was to be annexed to 

the British dominions unless the 

adoption had been clearly 

approved earlier by the British 

authorities. 

 
States annexed under Doctrine of 

lapse 

• • Satara – 1848 

• • Jaitpur & Sambhalpur – 

1849 

• • Nagpur and Jhansi – 1854 

• • Tanjore and Arcot – 1855 

• • Udaipur (chattisgarh) and 

oudh - 1856 

• He refused to recognize  the  

titles of many ex-rulers or to pay 

their pensions. Titles of the 

Nawabs of Carnatic and of Surat 

and the Raja of Tanjore were 

extinguished. 

• Refused to extend pay  or 

pension to adopted son of Baji 

Rao II, Nana Saheb, after death 

of Baji Rao II. 

• He wanted to annex  the 

kingdom of Awadh, but there 

were some difficulties. 

• Nawabs of Awadh had been British 

allies since the Battle of Buxar. 
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• Most obedient to the British over 

the years. 

• Nawab of Awadh had many heirs 

and could not therefore be covered by 

the Doctrine of Lapse. 

 
• So, some other pretext had to be 

found for depriving him of his 

dominions. Finally, Lord 

Dalhousie hit upon the idea of 

alleviating the plight of the 

people of Awadh. He accused 

Nawab Wajid Ali Shah of mis- 

governance and of refusing to 

introduce reforms. 

• His state was therefore annexed 

in 1856. There is no doubt that 

Nawabs of Awadh didn’t care 

about administration and it was 

painful for people. But 

Dalhousie’s philanthropic 

feelings were just excuse. 

• In reality Awadh had immense 

potential as a market for 

Manchester goods. Berar 

province from Nizam was also 

taken away on similar pretext. 

 
British Administrative Policy 

 
• British had acquired the vast 

empire of India. Now they 

needed to devise suitable 

methods of government to 

control and administer it. 

• During 1757-1857 the 

administrative policies changed 

frequently. 

Policies’ main objectives were 

1. To make profit to Company. 

2. To enhance the profitability of  

its Indian possessions to Britain 

3. To maintain and strengthen the 

British hold over India All other 

purposes were subordinated to 

these aims. The administrative 

machinery of GoI was to serve 

the above objectives. 

4. Main emphasis was on 

maintenance of law and order,  

so trade and exploitation of 

resources can be carried out  

with without disturbance. 

 
The Structure of the Government 

• After acquiring control over 

Bengal in 1765, EIC had little 

intention of making any 

innovations in its 

administration. Their  only 

desire was to carry on their 

profitable trade and to collect 

taxes. 

• During 1765 to 1772, there was 

Dual Government in Bengal.  

The Indian officials had 

responsibility but no power  

while the Company’s officials 

had power but no responsibility. 

• Similarity between two officials 

was – both were venal and 

corrupt men. 

• In 1772 the Company ended the 

Dual Government and 

undertook to administer Bengal 

directly through its own 

servants. 

• EIC was a commercial body 

designed to trade with the East, 

but it had acquired political 

power over millions of people in 

India. This anomalous state of 

affairs posed many problems for 

the British Government. 

• It was closely interwoven with 

party      and parliamentary 

rivalries in Britain, the political 

ambitions of English statesmen, 

and the commercial greed of 

English merchants. 
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Opposition of Company by 

Merchants 

 
• Company and its officials were 

making a lot of profits. Many 

sections of the society and 

merchants who were kept out of 

the east started to attack the 

monopoly of company. 

• Everyone wanted a share in the 

profitable trade and riches of 

India which company and its 

servants were enjoying alone. 

• The administration of company 

in Bengal was attacked. Officials 

of company who returned to 

Britain were special targets. 

• They were called as  “nabobs” 

and ridiculed in press and on 

stage. Boycotted by aristocracy. 

• They were condemned as the 

exploiters and oppressors of the 

Indian people. Two main targets 

were Robert Clive and Warren 

Hastings. In parliament also, 

members ofparliament and 

ministers wanted benefits from 

acquisition of Bengal. 

• They forced company to pay 

tributes which was to be used to 

reduce the taxation or public 

debt of England. 

• Opposition of Company by 

Members of Parliament Many 

political thinkers and statesmen 

of Britain were afraid that the 

powerful Company and its rich 

officials would completely 

debauch the English nation and 

its politics, so they wanted to 

control company and  its  

politics. 

• During this time parliament of 

British was extremely corrupt 

and retired officials used their 

agents to purchase the seats in 

house of commons. 

 
• If company was not controlled, 

the Company as master of India 

would soon come to control 

British administration and be in 

a position to  destroy  the 

liberties of the British people. 

 
Opposition of Company by 

Economists 

 
• Rising school of economists 

representing free trade 

manufacturing capitalism also 

attacked the exclusive privileges 

of company. 

• Control over Company  by 

Parliament.       Thus, 

reorganization of the relations 

between the British state  and 

the Company’sauthorities 

became necessary  and  the 

occasion  arose   when  the 

Company  had  to   ask  the 

Government for a loan of £ 

1,000,000. 

• Company was having enemies 

with power, but it also had 

friends in Parliament like King 

George III, was its patron. And 

so, company was able to fight 

back. 

• In the end parliament made a 

balance between company and 

various influential sections of 

British society. 

• Parliament decided that British 

Government would control the 

basic policies of the Company’s 

Indian administration so British 

rule in India remained in British 

upper-class favour 
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Regulating Act of 1773: 

• The first important parliamentary 

act regarding the Company's affairs. 

• Court of director’s constitution was 

changed, and their actions were 

supervised by British government. 

• Directors have to correspondence of 

civil, military and revenue affairs with 

ministry. 

• It designated the Governor of 

Bengal as the ‘Governor-General of 

Bengal’ and created an Executive 

Council of four members to assist him. 

• The first such Governor-General 

was Lord Warren Hastings. 

• It provided for  the establishment of 

a Supreme Court at Calcutta (1774) 

comprising one chief justice and three 

other judges. 

• This act was having some flaws. It 

had not given the British Government 

effective and decisive control over the 

Company. 

• Governor general was at mercy of 

his council. 

• The Governor-General’s control 

over the other two Presidencies also 

proved inadequate in practice. 

• It had failed to resolve the conflict 

between the Company and its 

opponents in England Pitt’s India Act 

• It corrected the defects of regulating 

act of 1784. 

• It gave the British Government 

supreme control over the Company’s 

affairs and its administration in India. 

• It established six Commissioners for 

the affairs of India, called as “Board of 

Control”, including two Cabinet 

Ministers. 

• Board of Control was to guide and 

control the work of the Court of 

Directors and the GoI. 

• In important and urgent matters, it 

had the power to send direct orders to 

India through a secret committee of 

Directors. 

 
• The Act placed the GOI in the hands 

of the Governor- General and a Council 

of three, so the Governor-General can 

have say with even one-member 

support. 

• It clearly subordinated the Bombay 

and Madras Presidencies to Bengal in 

all questions of war, diplomacy, and 

revenues. 

• It started a new phase of the British 

conquest of India. 

• The Company having saved its 

monopoly of the Indian and Chinese 

trade was satisfied. Its Directors 

retained the profitable right of 

appointing and dismissing its British 

officials in India. 

• The company was directed not to 

indulge in offensive war & battles in 

India. It was asked not to enter in any 

treaty with native states. 

• It laid down the general framework 

in which the Government of India was 

to be carried on till 1857. 

• Later enactments gradually 

diminished the powers and privileges  

of the Company. 

 
Charter Act of 1813 

 
• Abolished company’s trading 

monopoly except tea trade and trade in 

china. 

• Asked company to keep aside a sum 

of rupees 1 lakh per annum for 

promotion of learning of education in 

India. 

• The act guaranteed full support to 

Christian missionary act. 

• As a result of this they become 

extremely aggressively in India. 

• It provided for the separation of 

company’s commercial and territorial 

revenue. 

• Company continued to appoint its 

official in India. 
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• The debts of company were taken 

over by GOI. 

 
Thus, the various acts of Parliament 

completely subordinated the Company 

and its Indian administration to the 

British Government. 

 
Parliament recognized that day to day 

administration of India could not be  

run or even superintended from a 

distance of 6,000 miles. 

 
The British created a new system of 

administration in India to serve their 

purposes. 

• The purposes which it was designed 

to serve were to accomplish the aims 

and objects of its rulers. 

• Chief aim - to enable them to exploit 

India economically to the maximum 

advantage of various British interests. 

 
In 1793, Lord  Cornwallis defined  TWO 

primary objectives – 

• ‘ensure its political safety’ 

• ‘Render the possession of country as 

advantageous as possible to the EIC  

and British nation.’ 

 
British Economic Policies: 

Commercial Policy 

• From 1600-1757 EIC was a 

trading company which 

exchanged goods with Indian 

goods like textiles and spices. 

• These textiles and spices were 

sold abroad, and it tried 

constantly to open new markets 

for Indian goods in Britain and 

other countries. 

• Thereby, it increased the export 

of Indian  manufactures  and 

thus encouraged their 

production. That’s why the 

Indian rulers tolerated and even 

encouraged  the  establishment 

of the Company’s factories in 

India. 

 
But British manufacturers were 

jealous of Indian textiles 

popularity: 

 
• Light cotton textiles of India began 

to replace the coarse woolens of the 

English. 

• Because of pressure by British 

manufacturers, government restricted 

and prohibited the sale of Indian goods 

in England. 

• Heavy duties were imposed on the 

import of plain cloth. 

• Other European countries, except 

Holland, also either prohibited the 

import of 

Indian cloth or imposed heavy import 

duties. 

• In spite of these laws, however, 

Indian silk and cotton textiles still held 

their own in foreign markets, until 

English textile industry began to 

develop on the basis of new and 

advanced technology in middle of 18th 

century. 

 
After the Battle of Plassey company 

acquired political power and by using 

political power, company established 

monopoly in trade and production in 

Bengal by ousting the Indian traders. 

Revenue of Bengal was used to finance 

its export of Indian goods. This should 

have encouraged Indian 

manufacturers, but it didn’t happen 

because of – 

 
• Weavers of Bengal were forced to 

sell their products at a cheaper and 

dictated price 

• Many of them were compelled to 

work for the Company for low wages 
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and were forbidden to work for Indian 

merchants. 

• Company eliminated its rival 

traders, both Indian and foreign, and 

prevented them from offering higher 

wages or prices to the Bengal 

handicraftsmen. 

• Sale of raw material at higher prices 

to weavers. 

 
Thus, the weaver lost both ways, as 

buyer as well as seller. Indian textiles 

had to pay heavy duties on entering 

England to protect its rising machine 

industry whose products could still not 

compete with the cheaper and better 

Indian goods. 

 
The   real  blow  on  Indian  handicrafts 

fell  after  1813  when  they  lost  not  only 

their   foreign   markets   but   market   in 

India  itself.  The  Industrial  Revolution 

(IR) in  Britain completely transformed 

Britain’s   economy   and   its   economic 

relations with India. 

 
During 18th & 19TH century British had 

undergone       through       social       and 

economic 

transformation and British industry 

expanded rapidly. 

 
This development was aided by 

several factors – 

 
• Expansion of Export industries 

because of monopoly in many foreign 

countries 

• Particularly true of the cotton textile 

industry which served as the main 

vehicle of the Industrial Revolution in 

Britain. 

• Colonies exported raw materials at 

low cost while Britain sold the 

manufactured products at high prices. 

• Capital – sufficient capital was there 

for investment in new machinery and 

thefactory system. 

• Capital concentrated in hands of 

merchants and industrialists 

• Immense wealth drawn from 

colonies. 

• Cheaper labor – population growth 

had helped in availability of cheap  

labor 

• Government influenced by 

commercial and manufacturing 

interests and ready to fight other 

countries determinedly  for  markets 

and colonies. 

• Developments in technology – 

demands for increased production met 

by developed technology. 

• Inventions by Hargreaves, Watt, 

Crompton, Cartwright, and many 

others. 

 
Drain of Wealth EIC exported part of 

Indian wealth and resources to Britain 

for which no return was there. 

 
‘Economic Drain’ is peculiar to 

British rule. Even the earlier rulers 

spent the collected revenue in  one  

form or another. But British were 

foreigners i.e. they came in India, 

plundered it for their benefits and left 

while the earlier rulers came  and 

settled in India. Indian government  

was controlled by a foreign company of 

merchants and govt. of Britain. 

 
As a result, all the moisture was sucked 

from Indian land and rained to Britain. 

In other words, whatever taxes and 

revenue was collected from India was 

used in Britain for reducing tax burden 

or public debt etc. 

 
• It started in 1757 when company 

servants     started     to take 

immense wealth extorted from 



65  

 

MODERN HISTORY 2021 
 

kings,  zamindars,  and  common 

people.  From  1758  to  1765  they 

sent   £   6   million.   This   didn’t 

include   trading   profits   of   the 

Company  which  were  often  no 

less illegally derived. 

• After acquiring  Diwani  of 

Bengal  in  1765  company 

drained more wealth than its 

servants. 

• Company purchased goods out  

of revenue of Bengal and then 

exported these goods to Britain. 

These purchases were known as 

‘investments’ By the end of 18th 

century drain was 9% of India’s 

national income. Actual drain 

was even more than that. 

• It consists of large parts of the 

salaries and other incomes  of 

the English. Actual amount of 

drain of wealth was differently 

estimated by different 

historians but it was at least  

from 1757 to 1857 was widely 

accepted by British officials. 

• It also continued even after the 

1857 but British administrators 

and imperialist writers  now 

deny it. By 19TH century – 6% of 

India’s national income and 

1/3rd of its saving The  drain  

was one of important factor in  

IR in Britain. During that  time, 

it was 2% of Britain’s national 

income. 

 
Home Charges 

 
Expenditure   carried   out  by  company 

up  to  1858  and  by  British  government 

after    1858    inLondon    on    behalf    of 

India. Home charges include – 

 
• Dividend paid to shareholders by 

company. 

• Interest paid by company on the 

loans raised in London. 

• Salary and pensions of officials 

working in London. 

• Pension of officials worked in India 

but had retired to London. 

• Cost of civil and military purchases 

from London 

 
Impact of drain of wealth – 

• Portion of national income not 

available to Indian people. 

• Extreme exploitation. 

• No capital investment in India. 

• Indian handicrafts ruined. 

• Rapid industrialization in British. 

• Impoverished India. 

• Later helped in emergence of 

nationalism. 

 
Development of Means of 

Transport and Communication 

 
• Up to the middle of the 19TH 

century, the means of transport 

in India were backward. 

Confined to bullock-cart, camel, 

and packhorse. 

• British soon realized that  a 

cheap and easy system of 

transport was a necessity if 

movement of goods have to be 

done easily and fast. They 

introduced steamships on the 

rivers and improved the roads. 

• Work on the Grand Trunk Road 

from Calcutta to Delhi began in 

1839 and completed in the 

1850's. Efforts were also made  

to link by road the major cities, 

ports, and markets of the 

country. 

 
Railways 

• The first railway engine  

designed by George Stephenson 

was put on the rail in England 
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in    1814.    Railways    developed 

rapidly   during   the   1830s   and 

1840s. 

• The earliest suggestion to  build 

a railway in India was made in 

Madras in 1831. But the wagons 

of this railway were to be drawn 

by horses. 

• Construction of steam-driven 

railways in India was first 

proposed in 1834 in England. It 

was given strong political 

support by England's railway 

promoters, financiers, and 

mercantile houses trading with 

India, and textile 

manufacturers. 

• Real improvement only with the 

coming of the railways. Opened 

the vast and hitherto untapped 

market in the interior of the 

country and to facilitate the 

export of Indian raw materials 

and food-stuffs to feed their 

hungry machines and 

operatives. 

• The British bankers and  

investors found railway 

development in India as a 

channel for safe investment of 

their surplus capital. 

• Reasons- If railways come  then 

it may help GoI to administer  

the country more effectively and 

efficiently, stop rebellion or 

external aggression by enabling 

more rapid mobilization and 

movement of troops. 

• First proposal – 1831 – horse 

drawn railways. 

• Second proposal – 1834 - steam 

drawn railways. 

• It was decided that the Indian 

railways were to be constructed 

and operated by private 

companies who were 

guaranteed a minimum of 5% 

return   on   their   capital   by   the 

GoI   The   first   railway   line   in 

India  was  Bombay  to  Thana  - 

opened to traffic in 1853. 

• Lord Dalhousie, Governor- 

General of India in 1849, was an 

ardent advocate of rapid railway 

construction. In 1853, he laid 

down an extensive programme  

of railway development. 

• By 1905, nearly 45000 kms of 

railways had been built. Three 

important aspects of the 

development of Indian railways 

should be kept in view. 

• First - over 350 crores of rupees 

invested in them was provided 

by British investors, Indian 

capital contributing negligible 

share of it. 

• Second - they were for the first 

50 years financially losing 

concerns which were not able to 

pay interest on the capital 

invested in them. 

• Third - in their planning, 

construction and management, 

the economic and political 

development of India and her 

people were not kept in the 

forefront. 

• The primary consideration was 

to serve the economic, political, 

and military interests of British 

imperialism in India. 

• The railway lines were laid 

primarily with a view to link 

India’s raw material producing 

areas in the interior with the 

ports of export. 

• The needs of Indian industries 

regarding their markets and 

their sources of raw materials 

were neglected. 

• Railway rates were fixed in a 

manner so as to favour imports 

and exports and to discriminate 
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against internal movement of 

goods. 

 
Postal System and Telegraph 

• The first stamp of independent 

India shows the new Indian  

Flag. It was meant for foreign 

correspondence. 

• The British also established an 

efficient and modern postal 

system and introduced the 

telegraph. 

• First telegraph line in 1851 – 

Between Calcutta and Diamond 

Harbour     along     the busy 

shipping route on the Hooghly. 

And then expanded from 

Calcutta to Agra - 1853. 

• Lord Dalhousie introduced 

postage stamps. Previously cash 

payment had to be made when a 

letter was posted. He also cut 

down postal rates and charged a 

uniform rate of half an  anna for 

a letter all over the land. 

• Before his reforms, the postage 

on a letter depended on the 

distance it was to travel. 

 
Youngest Governor General of India 

(36 Years), and also known as 

• Father of Indian Telegraph 

• Father of Indian Railways 

• Father of Indian Postal system 

• Father of Indian Engineering 

Services 

• Maker of modern India 

• Worked for social causes- Widow 

Remarriage, Educational Reforms 

(Woods DispatchAct, 1854). 

Land Revenue Policy 

 
Why     company     needed Indian 

revenues? 

• Purchase of Indian handicrafts and 

other goods for export 

• To cost of conquest of whole of 

India. 

• To Pay for employment of 1000s of 

Englishmen in administration and 

military positions. 

• The Cost of economic and 

administrative and military charges. 

• This enabled colonialism to fully 

penetrate Indian villages and far flung 

areas. 

 
All the above had to be borne  by  

Indian peasant or Ryot by paying 

revenue. 

 
• Since time memorial part of 

agriculture produce was as land 

revenue. 

• Directly collected by servants or 

indirectly by intermediaries like 

zamindas, revenue farmers etc. 

• They kept a part of it as commission 

and deposited rest with authority. 

 
Permanent Settlement 

 
After    getting    the    Diwani    (right    to 

collect   revenue),   in   1765,   of   Bengal, 

Bihar,  and  Orissa.  The  EIC  made  an 

attempt  to  continue  the  old  system  of 

revenue  collection  though  it  increased 

the  amount  to  be  collected.  Need  of 

permanent settlement 

 
• In 1773, it decided to manage  

the land revenues directly. 

Warren Hastings auctioned the 

right to collect revenue to the 

highest bidders. This 

experiment failed. 
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• Because amount of land revenue 

was pushed high by zamindars 

and other speculators bidding 

against each other, the actual 

collection varied from year to 

year and seldom came up to 

official expectations. 

• Neither the Ryot nor the 

zamindar would do anything to 

improve cultivation  because 

they did not know what the next 

year’s assessment would be or 

who would be the next year’s 

revenue collector. 

• In 1793 – Lord Cornwallis – 

introduced permanent 

settlement – in  Bengal  and 

Bihar Permanent settlement – 

fixing of land revenue at a 

permanent amount. 

• John shore - the man who 

planned the Permanent 

Settlement 

 
 

Why Permanent Settlement 

failed? 

 
• Two special features of 

permanent settlement – 

• First – zamindars and revenue 

collectors were converted  into  

so many landlords. They were to 

act as agents of the Government 

in collecting land revenue from 

the ryot. 

• They had been given the 

ownership of land, and their 

right of ownership was made 

hereditary and transferable. 

• Cultivators were reduced to  

mere tenants. They were 

deprived of long-standing rights 

to the soil and other customary 

rights. 

• The use of the  pasture  and 

forest lands, irrigation canals, 

fisheries, and homestead plots 

and protection against 

enhancement of rent were some 

of their rights which were 

sacrificed. 

• So that zamindars might be able 

to pay on time the exorbitant 

land revenue demand of the 

Company. 

• Second - the  zamindars  were 

to give, 10/11Th of the  rental 

they derived from the peasantry 

to the state, keeping only 1/11th 

for themselves. 

• The sums to be paid by them as 

land revenue were fixed in 

perpetuity. 

• If the land revenue is increased 

of a zamindar’s estate, he would 

keep the entire amount of the 

increase. The state would not 

make any further demand upon 

him. 

• But, the zamindar had to pay his 

revenue rigidly on the due date 

even if the crop had failed for 

some reason; otherwise his  

lands were to be sold. 

• The initial fixation of revenue 

was arbitrary and without any 

consultation with the 

zamindars. 

• Officials wanted to secure the 

maximum amount and so fixed 

rates of revenue was very high. 

• Result of fixing high revenue 

rate was half of zamindari lands 

were put up for sale between 

1794 and 1807. Before 1793 

zamindars didn’t have 

proprietary rights over most of 

the land. 
 

What were the factors which 

guided to recognize  the 

zamindars as proprietors? 
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• First - political - need to create 

political allies - British realized 

that as they were foreigners in 

India, their rule would be 

unstable unless they acquired 

local supporters who would act 

as a buffer between them and  

the people of India. 

• Second – financial - financial 

security – constant financial 

crisis, finance army in wars, 

“investment”. 

• Third – administrative 

expediency - expected  to 

increase   agricultural 

production. 

• Permanent settlement was later 

extended to Orissa, northern 

districts     of     Madras and 

Varanasi. 

• Temporary zamindari 

settlement - Zamindars were 

made owners of land but the 

revenue they had to pay was 

revised periodically. Introduced 

in central India and Awadh. 

 
Ryotwari Settlement 

 
• Introduced by Thomas Munro, 

Governor of Madras, Madras 

presidency in 1820 and in 1825 

– introduced in Bombay 

presidency 

• In 1792-99 - Alexander Reed 

carried out early experiments 

related to Ryotwari system in 

Baramahal region. Thomas 

Munro was subordinate to him. 

In 1817 – introduced in 

Coimbatore, Arcot and Nallore. 

 
Why it had been introduced? 

• Failure of Permanent settlement. 

• Utilitarians were against the 

extension of permanent settlement in 

new areas. 

• Removal of intermediaries will yield 

more revenue. 

• Madras govt. was short of funds and 

it needed a settlement in which it could 

revise land revenue amount. 

• It was kind of traditional Indian 

settlement and so probably suitable to 

Indian conditions 

 
Features: 

• The settlement was made with 

individual peasants- he was recognized 

as the owner of land and they had to 

deposit the revenue with company’s 

official directly. 

• Revenue was to be assessed with 

surveys and measurement of land. 

Quality of soil and types of crops were 

also considered. 

• Rate vary from – 1/3 to 2/5. 

• Peasants were free to refuse 

cultivation on land if they felt the 

burden of Land 

revenue was too high. 

• This land was given to other 

peasants on same terms and if no one 

agrees the land was left fallow. 

After some time, positive elements  

were abandoned. The total production 

began to be estimated by officials 

through rough guess. The estimations 

were roughly inflated as a result of 

which the actual burden of land  

revenue on peasants was 80% more 

than of total produce. 

 
The Ryot’s rights of ownership of 

his land were also negated by 

three other factors: 

• In most areas the land revenue fixed 

was exorbitant; the Ryot  was  hardly 

left with bare maintenance even in the 

best of seasons. 

• The Government retained the right 

to enhance land revenue at will. 
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• The Ryot had to pay revenue even 

when his produce was partially or 

wholly 

destroyed by drought or floods. 

 
Mahalwari System 

• Mahalwari system was 

introduced in 1833 during the 

period of William Bentick. 

• Mahalwari system is the 

modified version of the 

Zamindari settlement. 

• The revenue settlement was to  

be made village by village or 

estate (mahal) by estate with 

landlords or heads of families 

who collectively claimed to be 

the landlords of the village or  

the estate. 

• Places where this system was 

introduced - In the Gangetic 

valley, the North-West 

Provinces, parts of  Central 

India, and the Punjab. 

• In the Punjab a modified 

Mahalwari System known as the 

village system was introduced. 

 
Why it had been introduced? 

 
• Failure of Permanent Settlement 

and Ryotwari Settlement. 

• To protect the Government's 

revenue. 

• Profits not go to cultivator; they 

should be reaped by British. 

 
Features: 

• In Mahalwari areas also, the land 

revenue was periodically revised. 

• All over the country land was now 

made saleable, mortgagable, and 

alienable. 

• This was done primarily to protect 

the Government's revenue. 

• Now he could borrow money on the 

security of his land or even sell part of  

it and pay his land revenue. 

• If he refused to do so, the 

Government could and often did 

auction his land and realize the  

amount. 

• Beliefs that, only the right of 

ownership would make the landlord or 

the Ryot exert him in making 

improvements. 

 
The British by making land a 

commodity which could be freely 

bought and sold introduced a 

fundamental change in the existing  

land systems of the country. The 

stability and the continuity of the  

Indian villages were shaken.  In  fact, 

the entire structure of rural society 

began to break up. 

 
• In the beginning, the Company 

left the administration of its 

possessions in India in Indian 

hands, confining its activities to 

supervision. But soon found 

`that British aims were not 

adequately served by following 

old methods of administration. 

Consequently, the  Company 

took          all          aspects of 

administration in its own hand. 

• Under Warren Hastings and 

Cornwallis, the  administration 

of Bengal was completely 

overhauled and found a new 

system based on the English 

pattern. 

• The spread of British power to 

new areas, new problems, new 

needs, new  experiences,  and 

new ideas led to changes in the 

system of administration. But 

the overall objectives of 

imperialism were never 

forgotten. 
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British Administrative System : 

 
The British administration in  India  

was based on three pillars: 

 
a. The Civil Service, 

b. The Army, and 

c. The Police. 

 
• The chief aim of British-Indian 

administration was the 

maintenance of law and order 

and the perpetuation of British 

rule. Without law and order, 

British merchants and British 

manufacturers could  not  hope 

to sell their goods in every nook 

and corner of India. 

• The British, being foreigners, 

could not hope to win the 

affections of the Indian people; 

they, therefore, relied on 

superior force rather than on 

public support for the 

maintenance of their  control 

over India. 

 
The Civil Service 

• The      Civil      Service was 

introduced by Lord Cornwallis. 

• The East India Company had 

from the beginning carried on  

its trade in the East through 

• Servants who were paid low 

wages but who were  permitted 

to trade privately. 

Later, when the Company became a 

territorial power, the same servants 

assumed administrative functions. 

 
They now became extremely corrupt 

by: 

• Oppressing local weavers and 

artisans, merchants, and zamindars, 

• Extorting bribes and 'gifts' from 

rajas and nawabs, and 

• Indulging in illegal private trade. 

They amassed untold wealth  with 

which they retired to England. 

 
• Clive and  Warren  Hastings 

made attempts to put an end to 

their corruption but were only 

partially successful. 

• Lord Cornwallis, who came to 

India as Governor-General in 

1786, was determined to purify 

the administration, but he 

realized that the Company's 

servants would not give honest 

and efficient service so long as 

they were not given adequate 

salaries. 

• Cornwallis, therefore, enforced 

the rules against private trade 

and acceptance of presents and 

bribes by officials  with 

strictness. At the same time, he 

raised the salaries of the 

Company's servants. For 

example, the Collector of a 

district was to  be paid Rs  1,500 

a month and one per cent 

commission on the revenue 

collection of his district. 

• Cornwallis also lay down that 

promotion in the Civil Service 

would be by seniority so that its 

members would remain 

independent of outside 

influence. 

• In 1800, Lord Wellesley pointed 

out that even though civil 

servants often ruled over vast 

areas, they came to India at the 

immature age of 18 or so and 

were given no regular training 

before starting on their jobs. 

They generally lacked 

knowledge of Indian languages. 

• Wellesley, therefore, established 

the College of Fort William at 

Calcutta for the education of 
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young recruits to the Civil 

Service. 

• The Directors of the Company 

disapproved of his action and in 

1806 replaced it by their own 

East Indian College  at 

Haileybury in England. 

• Till 1853, all appointments to  

the Civil Service were made by 

the Directors of the East India 

Company who placated the 

members of the  Board  of 

Control by letting them make 

some of the nominations. 

• The Directors fought hard to 

retain this lucrative and prized 

privilege and refused to 

surrender it even when their 

other economic and political 

privileges were taken away by 

Parliament. 

• The Directors lost it finally in 

1853 when the Charter Act 

decreed that all recruits to the 

Civil Service were to be selected 

through a competitive 

examination. 

• A special feature of the Indian 

Civil Service since the days of 

Cornwallis was the rigid and 

complete exclusion of Indians 

• It was laid down officially  in 

1793 that all the higher posts in 

administration  worth  more than 

£ 500 a year in salary were to be 

held by Englishmen. This policy 

was also applied to other 

branches of Government,  such 

as the army, police, judiciary, 

and engineering. 

• The Indian Civil Service 

gradually developed as one  of 

the most efficient and powerful 

civil services in the world. 

• Its members exercised vast 

power and often participated in 

the making of policy. They 

developed certain traditions of 

independence, integrity, and 

hard work, though these 

qualities obviously served  

British and not Indian interests. 

• Satyendranath Tagore was the 

first Indian who passed the 

Indian Civil Service 

examination in 1863 and hold 

4th Rank. He was an author, 

linguist, song composer. He 

made significant contribution 

towards the emancipation of 

women in Indian society during 

the British Rule. 

 
Army 

• Second most important pillar of 

British administration. 

• Four important functions of the 

army were – 

• instrument through which the 

Indian powers were conquered 

• defended the British Empire 

from foreign rivals 

• safeguarded British supremacy 

from threat of internal revolt 

• chief instrument in extending 

and defending British empire in 

Asia and Africa Soldiers  – 

mostly Indians, chiefly from 

present UP and Bihar. 

• Officers – exclusively British 

Highest post for Indian – 

subedar 

• large number of Indians has to 

be employed because British 

troops were too expensive. 

• Population of British was too 

small to provide large base of 

soldiers Counterweight - army 

was officered entirely by British 

officials and a certain number of 

British troops were maintained 

to keep the Indian  soldiers 

under control. 
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• It appears surprising today  that 

a handful of foreigners could 

conquer and control  India  with 

a predominantly Indian army. 

• This was possible  because  of 

two factors. 

• First – absence of modern 

nationalism in the  country  at 

the time 

• Second – not realize that he was 

being anti-Indian + long 

tradition of loyally serving those 

who paid his salary (popularly 

known as loyalty to the salt) 

• In other words, the Indian 

soldier was a good mercenary, 

and the Company on  its  part 

was a good paymaster. 

 
Police 

Third pillar of British administration. 

 
Creation 

• Creator – Cornwallis 

• Relieved zamindar from their police 

function 

• Established a regular police force to 

maintain law & order 

• Modernized old system of Thanas 

(police station) 

 
Structure 

• India was ahead of Britain where a 

system of police had not developed yet. 

• Thanas headed by a Daroga, who 

was an Indian. 

• District Superintendent of Police 

head the police organization in a  

district 

• Indians were excluded from all 

superior posts 

• Villages - duties of the police 

continued to be performed by village- 

watchmen who were maintained by the 

villagers. 

• The police gradually succeeded in 

reducing major crimes such as dacoity. 

• Major achievement was the 

suppression of thugs who robbed and 

killed travelers on the highways, 

particularly in Central India. 

• It also prevented the organisation of 

a large- scale  conspiracy  against 

foreign control 

• When the national movement arose, 

the police was used to suppress it. 

• In its dealings with the people 

police adopted an unsympathetic 

attitude. 

 
Judicial Organization 

• British founded a new system of 

dispensing justice through 

hierarchy of civil and criminal 

courts. 

• Started by – Warren Hastings 

• Stabilized by – Cornwallis in 

1793 

• Each district – has Diwani 

Adalat or Civil Court. Presided 

by - district judge (belonged to 

civil service). 

• Below the District Court were 

Registrars’ Courts and a number 

of subordinate courts . 

• Registrars’ court headed by – 

Europeans and Subordinate 

court headed by - Indian judges 

known as Munsifs and Amins. 

Civil courts applied customary 

law which prevailed in that area 

or section from time 

immemorial. 

• Cornwallis separated civil judge 

post and collector. 

• Appeal from district  court  lay 

1st to 4 provincial court and  

then finally to the Sadar Diwani 

Adalat. 

• Criminal cases tried by – court  

of circuit in each division of 

province. Headed by - civil 

servants. 
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• Below circuit of courts – a large 

number of Indian magistrates to 

try petty cases.  Appeals  from 

the Courts of Circuit lay with the 

Sadar Nizamat Adalat. 

• The criminal courts applied 

Muslim Criminal Law in a 

modified and less harsh form so 

that the tearing apart of limbs 

and such  other  punishments 

can be prohibited. 1831 – 

William Bentinck abolished the 

provincial court of appeal and 

circuit. 

• Their works was first to 

Commissions and later to 

District Judges and District 

Collectors. 

• Bentinck also raised the status 

and powers of Indians in the 

judicial service and appointed 

them as Deputy Magistrates, 

Subordinate Judges and 

Principal Sadar Amins. 

• In 1865, High Courts were 

established at Calcutta, Madras 

and Bombay to replace  the 

Sadar Courts of Diwani and 

Nizamat. 

• British established  a  new 

system of law though the  

process of enactment and 

codification of old laws. 

• Traditional system of law in 

India was largely based on 

Shastra, shariyats and time 

immemorial traditions of area. 

• They were  continued  and 

British introduced regulations, 

codified the existing laws, and 

often systematized and 

modernized them through 

judicial interpretation. 

• The Charter Act of 1833 

conferred all lawmaking power 

on the Governor-General-in- 

Council. 

• In 1863 – govt. appointed a law 

commission to codify Indian 

laws – chairman lord Macaulay. 

• Indian penal code, codes of civil 

and Criminal Procedure and 

other codes of laws. 

• The same laws now prevailed all 

over the country and they were 

enforced by a uniform system of 

courts. Thus it may be said that 

India was judicially unified. 

 
The Rule of Law 

• Introduced by British. It was 

obedience to laws, which clearly 

defined the rights, privileges, 

and obligations of the subjects 

and not according to the caprice 

or personal discretion of the 

ruler. 

• In practice opposite things 

happened. Important feature - 

any official could be brought 

before a court of law for  

breaches of official duty or for 

acts done in excess of his official 

authority. 

• The rule of law was to some 

extent a guarantee of the 

personal liberty of a person. In 

previous times rulers were 

bounded by tradition and  

custom but sometimes they take 

steps by their own wish and 

there was no authority to check 

them. 

 
• While British  administration 

was carried by according  to 

laws, but many laws were 

defective and not made  by 

people through democratic 

process. Instead  they  were 

made by autocratic. 

• British and vested power in 

hands of civil servants and 

police. 
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Social and Cultural Policy 

 
• Till 1813 – British followed 

policy of non-interference in 

socio, religious affairs but after 

1813 it took active steps to 

transform society and culture of 

India. This followed the wave of 

change which was going in 

Britain. 

• The manufacture class  knew 

that only peace is not sufficient 

and transformation and reforms 

are required in society to create 

big markets for their goods. 

• Great ferment of new ideas in 

Britain and Europe which 

influenced the British outlook 

towards Indian problems. 

• Whole Europe was witnessing 

“new attitudes of  mind, 

manners, and morals”. 

• The great French Revolution of 

1789 with its  message  of 

Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity 

generated powerful democratic 

sentiments and unleashed the 

force of modem nationalism. 

• Thinkers and philosophers like 

Voltaire, Rousseau inspired 

world by their thoughts. 

• In literature – Wordsworth, 

Byron, Shelley, and Charles 

Dicken. The effect of French 

revolution and industrial 

revolution have naturally feel by 

Indians. Leaders like Derozio 

were inspired by French 

revolution Emergence of new 

thoughts. 

• Three characteristics of new 

thought were – Rationalism, 

Humanism and Confidence in 

the capacity of man to progress : 

• Rationalism - only that was 

true which was in conformity 

with human reason and capable 

of being tested in practice. 

Application of science to 

industry was visible proofs of  

the power of human reason. 

• Humanism - Every human 

being was an end in himself and 

should be respected and prized 

as such. The humanistic outlook 

gave birth to the doctrines of 

individualism, liberalism, and 

socialism. 

• Doctrine of Progress  - 

Society must change with time: 

nothing was or could be static. 

Conflict between old  attitude 

and new attitude 

• In Europe there was clash of 

attitudes between old outlook 

and new currents Older attitude 

– also known as “conservative 

or traditional attitude”. 

• Warren Hasting, Munro, 

Malcom, Metcalfe were 

representatives of this attitude. 

They were cautious of 

introducing any innovation as 

they believe that Sweeping or 

hasty innovations, they felt, 

would produce  a  violent 

reaction in the country. 

• They looked down upon India 

and consider it as uncivilized, 

corrupt, decadent, narrow and 

unscientific. But all this was to 

justify political and economic 

enslavement of India. 

 
Radicals 

• Radicals went beyond narrow 

criticism and applied the three 

characteristics of new thought. 

• According to them answer to all 

Indian ills lie in rapid 

modernization i.e. introduction 

of modern Western sciences, 

philosophy, and literature. 



76  

 

MODERN HISTORY 2021 
 

• The British India can never 

accept new idea or adopt  

reforms until it is beneficial to 

their imperialistic and 

exploitative motives. 

• Radicals were not true to their 

self-beliefs when they discussed 

Indian problems. They wanted 

more authoritarian regime in 

India. 

• Modernization of India was also 

encouraged by Christian 

missionaries. Radicals 

supported people like Rajaram 

Mohan Roy, Vivekananda who 

emphasized on rationalism. 

• One reason of British following 

policy of cautious  innovation 

was continuous prevalence  of 

the conservative outlook among 

the British officials in India and 

the belief that interference with, 

their religious beliefs and social 

customs might produce a 

revolutionary reaction among 

the Indian people. Other was 

safety of empire. 

 
Humanitarian Measures 

• Banning of Sati. Sati was a 

monstrous custom. Biggest 

achievement of British in this – 

banning sati In 1829 - William 

Bentick banned it. 

• Earlier apathetic and afraid of 

arousing anger of orthodox 

Hindus. British banned it only 

after agitations of Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy, missionaries. In 

past, rulers who attempted to 

ban      it      but remained 

unsuccessful - Akbar and 

Aurangzeb, the Peshwas,  and  

Jai Singh of Jaipur. 

• Female infanticide and widow 

remarriage. Practice of killing 

female children at the time of 

their birth. It was prevailed – in 

Rajput’s and upper caste. 

 
Why followed? 

 
• Because of the difficulties of earning 

a livelihood in unfertile areas 

• Because of the prevalence of the evil 

custom of dowry Regulations banning 

this practice had been passed in 1795 

and 1802, but they were sternly 

enforced only by Bentinck and 

Hardinge. Hardinge also  suppressed 

the practice of  making  human 

sacrifices that had prevailed among the 

primitive tribe of Gonds. 

 
In    1856    the    Government    of    India 

passed  an  Act  enabling  Hindu  widows 

to   remarry.   The   Government   acted 

after        Pandit        Ishwar        Chandra 

Vidyasagar   and   other   reformers   had 

carried   on   a   prolonged   agitation   in 

favour of the measure. 

The immediate effects of this Act 

were negligible. 

 
Spread of Modern Education 

 
Important role played by - Christian 

missionaries and a large number of 

enlightened Indians.In first 60 years 

took little interest as was a trading 

company 

 
Two minor exceptions – 

• In 1781, Warren Hastings set up the 

Calcutta Madrasah for the study and 

teaching ofMuslim law and related 

subjects. 

• In 1791, Jonathan Duncan started a 

Sanskrit College at Varanasi, where he 

was the Resident, for the study of  

Hindu Law and Philosophy. 

 
Both these institutions were  designed 

to provide a regular supply of qualified 
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Indians to help the administration of 

law in the courts of the Company. 

 
Missionaries,        and        humanitarian 

pressured govt. to provide education to 

its  subjects  Humanitarians  believed  – 

modern  knowledge  would  be  best  for 

socio,        economic        and        political 

Missionaries  believed  -  education  will 

end  their  faith  in  their  religion  1813 

charter  act  -  directed  the  Company  to 

spend  the  sum  of  one  lakh  of  rupees 

for  the  purpose.  But  even  this  petty 

amount  was  not  made  available  by the 

Company authorities till 1823. 

 
Orientalist-Anglicist Controversy 

 
Within the General Committee on 

Public Instruction, the  Anglicists 

argued that thegovernment  spending 

on education should be exclusively for 

modern studies. 

 
The Orientalists - while western 

sciences and literature should  be  

taught to prepare students to take up 

jobs, emphasis should be placed on 

expansion of traditional Indian 

learning. 

 
Even the Anglicists were divided 

over the question of medium of 

instruction— 

• One faction was for English 

language as the medium 

• The other faction was for Indian 

languages (vernaculars) for  the 

purpose. 

Unfortunately, there was a great  deal  

of confusion over English and 

vernacular languages as medium of 

instruction and as objects of study. 

 
Lord  Macaulay's  Minute  (1835),  This 

famous minute settled the row in favor 

of Anglicists—  the  limited  government 

resources were to be devoted to 

teaching of western sciences and 

literature through the medium of 

English language alone. 

 
Lord Macaulay held the view that 

"Indian learning was inferior to 

European learning"— which was  true  

as far as physical and social sciences in 

the contemporary stage were 

concerned. 

 
The Government soon made English as 

the medium of instruction in  its  

schools and colleges and opened a few 

English schools and colleges instead of 

a large number of elementary schools, 

thus neglecting mass education. 

 
The British planned to educate a small 

section of upper and middle classes, 

thus creating a class "Indian in blood 

and color but English in tastes, in 

opinions, in morals and in intellect" 

who would act as interpreters between 

the Government and  masses  and 

would enrich the vernaculars by which 

knowledge of western sciences and 

literature would reach the masses. This 

was called the 'downward filtration 

theory'. 

 
Modern ideas, if not education, did 

filter down to the masses,  though not  

in a form desired by the rulers, but 

through political parties, press, 

pamphlets, public platforms, etc. 

 
Modern education only helped this 

process by making available the basic 

literature on physical and social 

sciences to nationalists, thus 

stimulating their capacity to make  

social analysis— otherwise the content, 

structure and curricula of modern 

education served colonial interests. 
Efforts of Thomson 
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James   Thomson,   lieutenant-governor 

of  NW  Provinces  (1843-53),  developed 

a   comprehensive   scheme   of   village 

education    through    the    medium    of 

vernacular languages. 

 
In these village schools, useful subjects 

such as mensuration and agriculture 

sciences were taught. The purpose was 

to train personnel for the newly set up 

Revenue      and      Public Works 

Department. 

 
Wood's Despatch (1854) 

 
In   1854,   Charles   Wood   prepared   a 

despatch  on  an  educational  system  for 

India.  Considered the "Magna Carta of 

English    Education    in    India",    this 

document  was  the  first  comprehensive 

plan   for   the   spread   of   education   in 

India. 

 
• It asked the Government of India to 

assume responsibility for education of 

the masses, thus repudiating the 

'downward filtration theory',  at  least 

on paper. 

• It systematized the hierarchy from 

vernacular primary schools in villages  

at bottom, followed by Anglo- 

Vernacular High Schools and an 

affiliated college at the district level,  

and affiliating universities in the 

presidency towns of Calcutta, Bombay 

and Madras. 

• It recommended English as the 

medium of instruction for higher 

studies and vernaculars at school level. 

• It laid stress on female and 

vocational, education, and on teachers' 

training. 

• It lay down that the education 

imparted in government institutions 

should be 

secular. 

• It recommended a system of grants- 

in-aid to encourage private enterprise. 

In 1857, universities at Calcutta, 

Bombay and Madras were set up and 

later, departments of education were 

set up in all provinces. 

 
The     Bethune     School     founded     by 

Bethune   at   Calcutta   (1849)   was   the 

first  fruit  of  a  powerful  movement  for 

education   of   women   which   arose   in 

1840s   and   1850s.   Bethune   was   the 

president  of  the  Council  of  Education. 

Mostly  due  to  Bethune's  efforts,  girls' 

schools were set up on a sound footing 

and     brought     under     government's 

grants-in-aid and inspection system. 

 
Agriculture Institute at Pusa (Bihar) 

and Engineering Institute at Roorkee 

were started. The ideals  and  methods 

of Wood's Despatch dominated the  

field for five decades which saw rapid 

westernization of education system in 

India, with  educational  institutions 

run by European headmasters and 

principals. Missionary enterprises 

played their own part. 

 
Gradually, private Indian effort 

appeared in the field. Factors which 

prevented the spread of education to  

the masses : 

• Neglect of mass education 

• Emphasis on English as the medium 

of instruction in place of the Indian 

languages. 

• It further tended to create a wide 

gulf between educated persons and the 

masses.. 

• Education was quite costly. 

• Virtual monopoly of richer classes 

and city – dwellers. 
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Women Education 

 
• Total neglect of the education of 

girls for which no funds were 

allotted. Because British did not 

want to hurt the susceptibilities 

of orthodox Indians. 

• Female education lacked 

immediate usefulness in  the 

eyes of the foreign officials since 

women could not be  employed 

as clerks in the Government. 

 
Scientific and Technical 

Education 

 
• Neglected by Company’s 

administration and only three 

medical colleges – by 1837. 

• Only one good engineering 

college – Roorkee – open for 

only Europeans and Eurasians. 

 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
 

Champaran Satyagraha (1917)— 

First Civil Disobedience 

 
• Gandhi was requested by 

Rajkumar Shukla to look into  

the problems of the indigo 

planters, of Champaran  in 

Bihar. The European planters 

had been forcing peasants to 

grow indigo on 3/20 of the total 

land (called tinkathia system). 

• When towards the end of the 

nineteenth centuryGerman 

synthetic dyes replaced indigo, 

the European planters 

demanded high rents and 

illegaldues from the peasants in 

order to maximize their profits 

before the peasants could  shift 

to other crops. Besides, the 

peasants were forced to sell the 

produce at prices fixed by the 

Europeans. 

• When Gandhi, joined now by 

Rajendra Prasad, Mazharul- 

Haq, Mahadeo Desai, Narhari 

Parekh, J.B. Kripalani, reached 

Champaran to probe into the 

matter, the authorities ordered 

him to leave the area at once. 

Gandhi defied the order and 

preferred to face the 

punishment. 

• This passive resistance or civil 

disobedience of an unjust order 

was a novel method at that time. 

• Finally, the authorities retreated 

and permitted Gandhi to make 

an enquiry. Now, the 

Government appointed a 

committee to go into the matter 

and nominated Gandhi as a 

member. Gandhi was able to 

convince the authorities that the 

tinkathia system should be 

abolished and that the peasants 

should be compensated for the 

illegal dues extracted  from 

them. As a compromise with the 

planters, he agreed that only 25 

per cent of the money taken 

should be compensated. 

• Within a decade, the planters  

left the area. Gandhi had won  

the first battle of civil 

disobedience in India. 

• Gandhi used civil disobedience 

in South Africa against 

Registration certificates 

• A new legislation in  South  

Africa made it compulsory for 

Indians there to carry at all  

times certificates of registration 

with their fingerprints. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 

1919 

 
The  main  features  of  the  Government 

of India Act, 1919 were as follows: 

 
• Dyarchy, i.e., rule of two— 

executive councilors  and 

popular ministers was 

introduced. 

• Subjects were divided into two 

lists: "reserved" which included 

subjects such as law and order, 

finance, land  revenue, 

irrigation,  etc.,   and 

"transferred" subjects such as 

education, health, local 

government,   industry, 

agriculture, excise, etc. 

• The ministers were to be 

responsible to the legislature  

and had to resign if a 

noconfidence     motion was 

passed against them by the 

legislature, while the executive 

councilors were not to be 

responsible to the legislature. 

• Provincial Legislative Councils 

were further expanded-70% of 

the members were to be elected. 

• The system of communal and 

class electorates was further 

consolidated. 

•  Women were also given the 

right to vote. 

•  The Legislative Councils could 

initiate legislation but the 

governor's assent was required. 

• The governor could veto  bills 

and issue ordinances. 

•  The Legislative Councils could 

reject the budget but the 

governor could restore it, if 

necessary. 

•  The legislators could ask 

questions and supplementaries, 

pass adjournment motions and 

vote a part of the budget, but 

75% of the budget was still not 

votable. 

•  Allocation of seats for Central 

Legislature to provinces was 

based on 'importance' of 

provinces—for instance, 

Punjab's military importance, 

and Bombay's commercial 

importance. 

•  The secretary state was 

henceforth to be paid out of the' 

British exchequer. 

 
JALLIANWALA BAGH 

MASSACRE (APRIL 13, 1919) 

 
•  On Baisakhi day, a large, crowd 

of people mostly from 

neighboring villages, unaware of 

the prohibitory orders in  the 

city, had gathered in this small 

park to protest  against  the 

arrest of their leaders, Saifuddin 

Kitchlew and Satyapal. 

•  The Army surrounded the 

gathering under orders from 

General Dyer and blocked the 

only exit point and opened fire 

on the unarmed crowd killing 

arouND1000. The incident was 

followed          by uncivilized 

brutalities on the inhabitants of 

Amritsar. 

• Rabindranath Tagore 

renounced his knighthood in 

protest. 

•  The Non-cooperation 

movement was a reaction to the 

oppressive policies of the British 

• Indian government such as the 

Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala 

Bagh massacre. 

 
NEHRU REPORT 

• As an answer to Lord 

Birkenhead's challenge, an All 
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Parties     Conference     met     in 

February  1928  and  appointed  a 

subcommittee         under         the 

chairmanship  of  Motilal  Nehru 

to draft a constitution.  This  was 

the  first  major  attempt  by  the 

Indians  to  draft  a  constitutional 

framework  for  the  country.  The 

committee          included          Tej 

Bahadur  Sapru,  Subhash  Bose, 

M.S.Aney,    Mangal    Singh,    Ali 

Imam,  Shuab  Qureshi  and  G.R. 

Pradhan as its members. 

 
The     report     was     finalised     by 

August 1928. Main 

Recommendations: 

 
• Dominion status on lines of self- 

governing dominions as  the 

form of government. 

• Rejection  of  separate 

electorates; instead, a demand 

for joint electorates with 

reservation of seats for 

Muslims. 

• Linguistic provinces. 

• Nineteen fundamental rights 

including equal rights for 

women, right to form unions, 

and universal adult suffrage. 

• Responsible government at the 

centre and in provinces 

• Full protection to cultural and 

religious interests of Muslims. 

• Complete dissociation of state 

from religion. 

• However Not only were the 

Muslim League, the Hindu 

Mahasabha and the Sikh 

communalists unhappy about 

the Nehru Report, but the 

younger section of the Congress 

led by Jawaharlal Nehru and 

Subhash Bose were also  

angered. 

 
• The younger section regarded 

the idea of dominion status in 

the report as a step backward, 

and the developments at the All 

Parties Conference 

strengthened their criticism of 

the dominion status idea. Nehru 

and Subhash Bose rejected 

theCongress' modified goal and 

jointly set up the Independence 

for India League. 

• Jinnah’s fourteen points came  

as a response to Nehru Report 

and became the basis for all 

future propaganda of the  

Muslim League. 

 
Nagpur       Session       of       Indian 

National Congress in 1920. At the 

Nagpur    session    of    the    Indian 

National   Congress   in   December 

1920— 

 
• The programme of non-cooperation 

was endorsed; 

• The Congress decided to have the 

attainment of swaraj through peaceful 

and legitimate means as its goal; 

• Some important organisational 

changes were made: a Congress 

Working Committee (CWC) of 15 

members was set up to lead the 

Congress from now onwards;  

Provincial Congress Committees on 

linguistic basis were organised; ward 

committees was organised; and entry 

fee was reduced to four arenas; 

• Gandhi declared that if the non- 

cooperation programme was 

implemented completely, swaraj would 

be ushered in within a year. 

• All India Youth  Congress  was 

formed through Calcutta Session of 

1928. 
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At this stage, some leaders like 

Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Annie Besant, 

G.S. Kharpade and B.C. Pal left the 

Congress as they believed in a 

constitutional and lawful struggle. 

 
KHILAFAT MOVEMENT 

 
• The Khilafat movement (1919–22) 

was a pan-Islamic, political protest 

campaign launched by Muslims of  

India to influence the British 

government not to abolish  the  

Ottoman Caliphate. 

• The movement collapsed by late 

1922 When Turkey gained a more 

favourable 

diplomatic  position and  moved  toward 

secularism.   By   1924   Turkey   simply 

abolished  the  roles  of  the  Sultan  and 

Caliph. 

• The Ali brothers were arrested 

during the course of the war only to be 

released from jail after the war was 

over. This movement reached a 

crescendo in Bengal, North-West 

Frontier Province and the Punjab. 

• October 17, 1919 was observed as 

Khilafat Day. The Hindus also joined 

hands with the Muslims and a strike 

was called for. 

• On November 23 1919, the All India 

Khilafat Conference was organized at 

New Delhi and later a Khilafat 

Manifesto was published which called 

upon the British to protect the 

Caliphate. 

 
Khilafat and Non-Cooperation 

movement, while bringing  Muslims 

into national movement also led to 

communalization of national politics. 

 
After    1922    a    series    of    differences 

between     the     Khilafat     and     Non- 

Cooperation    leaderships    intersected 

with growing popular conflict between 

Hindu     and     Muslim     communities. 

Some section of Muslims started to see 

the futility of Swaraj and fresh interest 

was  awakened  in  the  Muslim  League 

which had been stagnant since 1918. 

 
The      Ahmedabad      session      of 

Congress   in   1921   was   presided 

over by C.R. Das while still in jail. 

 
After   Gandhi's   arrest   (March   1922), 

there was disintegration, 

disorganisation and 

demoralisation among nationalist 

ranks. A debate started among 

Congressmen on what to do during the 

transition period, i.e.,  the  passive 

phase of the movement. 

 
Those advocating entry into legislative 

councils came be known as the 

Swarajists led by C.R. Das, Motilal 

Nehru and Ajmal Khan. The other 

school of thought  led  Vallabhbhai 

Patel, Rajendra Prasad, C. 

Rajagopalachari and M.A. Ansari came 

to be known as the 'No-changers'. The 

'No-changers' opposed council entry, 

advocated,  concentration on 

constructive work, and continuation of 

boycott noncooperation, and quiet 

preparation for resumption of the 

suspended civil disobedience 

programme. 

 
By   1924,   the   Swarajist   position   had 

weakened     because     of     widespread 

communal        riots;        split        among 

Swarajists   themselves   on   communal 

and          Responsivist-Non-responsivist 

lines, and the death of C.R. Das in 1925 

weakened it further.  The Responsivists 

among    Swarajists—Lala    Lajpat    Rai, 

Madan    Mohan    Malaviya    and    N.C. 

Kelkar—advocated    cooperation    with 

the  Government  and  holding  of  office 
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wherever possible to protect the so 

called Hindu interests. 

 
They accused the Non-responsivists  

like Motilal Nehru of being anti-Hindu 

and a beef-eater. 

 
• Due to differences between the two 

schools and defeat of the Swarajists' 

proposal of 'ending or mending' the 

councils at the Gaya session of the 

Congress (December 1922), C.R Das 

and Motilal Nehru resigned from the 

Congress and announced formation of 

Congress-Khilafat Swarajya Party. 

• However, both sides wanted to 

avoid a split like 1907 and hence 

reached a compromise where the 

Swarajists were allowed to contest 

elections as a group within the 

Congress. 

 
LAHORE CONSPIRACY CASE 

 
• Bhagat Singh, Azad and Rajguru 

shot dead Saunders, the police 

official responsible for the 

lathicharge in Lahore in 

December 1928. Later, Bhagat 

Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt 

were asked to throw a bomb in 

the       Central Legislative 

Assembly on April 8, 1929 

against the passage of the Public 

Safety and Trade Disputes Bill 

aimed at curtailing civil liberties 

of citizens in general and  

workers in particular. Bhagat 

Singh was caught during this; 

however,      Bhagat  Singh, 

Sukhdev and Rajguru were tried 

in the Lahore conspiracy case. 

• The Meerut Conspiracy Case  

was a controversial court case 

initiated in British India in 

March 1929 and decided in  

1933. Several trade unionists, 

including three  Englishmen 

were arrested for organizing an 

Indian railway strike. 

 
• The British Government 

convicted 33 leftist trade union 

leaders under a false law suit. 

• The Meerut Conspiracy  case 

trial helped the Communist 

Party of India to consolidate its 

position among workers. 

• Chittagong Armoury Raid (April 

1930): Surya Sen decided to 

organise an armed rebellion 

along with his  associates— 

Anant Singh,  Gariesh  Ghosh 

and Lokenath Baul to show that 

it was possible to challenge the 

armed might of the mighty 

British Empire. They had 

planned to occupy two main 

armouries in Chittagong to seize 

and supply arms to the 

revolutionaries to destroy 

telephone and telegraph lines 

and to dislocate the railway link 

of Chittagong with the rest of 

Bengal. 

• The raid was conducted in April 

1930 and involved 65 activists 

under the banner of Indian 

Republican Army— Chittagong 

Branch. The raid was quite 

successful; Sen hoisted the 

national flag, took salute and 

proclaimed a provisional 

revolutionary government. 

 
• Jatin Das became the first martyr on 

the 64th day of his fast. 

• There was a large-scale participation 

of young women in revolutionary 

activities especially under Surya Sen 

like Pritilata Waddedar and Kalpana 

Dutt. 
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ANTI-SIMON COMMISSION 

UPSURGE 

 
• There was a chorus of protest by 

all Indians against the 

appointment of an all-white, 

sevenmember Indian Statutory 

Commission, popularly  known 

as the Simon Commission (after 

the name of its chairman Sir 

John Simon), on November 8, 

1927. 

• The commission was to 

recommend to the Government 

whether India was ready for 

further constitutional reforms 

and on what lines. (Although 

constitutional reforms were due 

only in 1929, the Conservative 

Government, then in power in 

Britain, feared defeat by the 

Labour Party and did not want  

to leave the question of the 

future of Britain's most priced 

colony in "irresponsible Labour 

hands".) 

• The Conservative Secretary of 

State, Lord Birkenhead, who  

had constantly talked of the 

inability of Indians to formulate 

a concrete scheme of 

constitutional reforms, which 

had support of wide sections of 

Indian political opinion, was 

responsible for the appointment 

of the Simon Commission. 

• The Congress session in Madras 

(December 1927) meeting under 

the presidency of M.A. Ansaii 

decided to boycott the 

commission "at every stage and 

in every form". Those who 

decided to support the Congress 

call of boycott included the 

Liberals of the Hindu 

Mahasabha and the majority 

faction of the Muslim League 

under Jinnah. Some  others, 

such as the Unionists in Punjab 

and the Justice Party in the 

south, decided not to  boycott  

the commission. 

• Lala Lajpat Rai died due to lathi 

charge during protests against Simon 

Commission. 

• Bhagat singh later killed the police 

official Saunders responsible for lathi 

charge and was tried and hanged for 

this. 

 
Delhi Proposals 

 
In  December  1927,  a  large  number  of 

Muslim leaders had met at Delhi at the 

Muslim   League   session   and   evolved 

four  proposals  for  Muslim  demands  to 

be       incorporated       in       the       draft 

constitution.   These   proposals,   which 

were accepted by the Madras session of 

the  Congress  (December  1927),  came 

to be known as the 'Delhi Proposals'. 

 
These were 

• Joint electorates in place of separate 

electorates with reserved seats for 

Muslims; 

• One-third representation to 

Muslims in Central Legislative 

Assembly; 

• Representation to Muslims in 

Punjab and Bengal in proportion to 

their population; 

• Formation of three new Muslim 

majority provinces— Sindh, 

Baluchistan and North- West Frontier 

Province. 

 
Delhi Manifesto 

 
On November  2, 1929,  a conference  of 

prominent   national   leaders   issued   a 

"Delhi Manifesto" which demanded 

• That the purpose of the Round 

Table Conference (RTC) should be to 



85  

 

MODERN HISTORY 2021 
 

formulate a scheme for 

implementation of the dominion status 

(thus acting as a constituent assembly) 

and the basic principle of dominion 

status should be immediately accepted; 

• That the Congress should have 

majority representation at the 

conference; 

• Amnesty and a general policy of 

conciliation; Viceroy Irwin rejected 

these demands on December 23, 1929. 

The stage of  confrontation  was  to 

begin now. 

 
HINDUSTAN REPUBLICAN 

ASSOCIATION (HRA) 

 
• Hindustan       Republican 

Association (HRA)   was     a 

revolutionary  organization    of 

India established in 1924 at 

village Bholachang  in    East 

Bengal  by Sachindra   Nath 

Sanyal, Narendra Mohan Sen 

and Pratul Ganguly   as   an 

offshoot of Anushilan Samiti. Its 

objective   was   to  establish    a 

“FederatedRepublic   of     the 

United States of India” through 

an organized   and    armed 

revolution. 

• These young men did not  like 

the theory of nonviolence. They 

had confidence that the British 

can be thrown out of  the  

country by using of force and 

violence. At the  same  time, 

there were uprisings in other 

parts of world and one could 

witness a number of bloody 

revolutions and coupe de etat 

around the word. The result was 

that the old Yugantar and 

Anushilan samiti got  awaken 

and a new breed of terroristic 

kind of revolutionaries emerged 

from the unenthusiastic and 

unsatisfied Non-cooperators. 

 
• The name was chosen as 

Hindustan  Republican 

Association on the lines of Irish 

Republican       Army.   The 

manifesto of this revolutionary 

organization was “The 

Revolutionary“. 

 
Objective: 

• The Objective of the HRA was to 

establish “Federated Republic of 

the United States of India” 

through an organized armed 

revolution” 

• The tactics of HRA were killing 

the officials; organize political 

dacoties     to     raise funds, 

terrorism among the British and 

British loyalists and strikes 

against the raj. 

• Despite being a revolutionary 

terrorist organization {the term 

terrorist was not derogatory in 

those days as compared to 

today}, the perspective of the 

HRA was socialistic and it 

wanted to establish a United 

States of India by deposing the 

British. 

• Many  other  revolutionaries 

soon joined the HRA including 

Chandrashekhar Azad, 

Ashfaqullah Khan, Ram Prasad 

Bismil etc. 

• Bhagat Singh later established 

Hindustan Socialist Republican 

Army (HSRA). The following 

major decisions were taken at 

the Lahore Session (December, 

1929) 

•  The Round Table Conference to 

be boycotted; 
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•  Complete   independence 

declared as the  aim of the 

Congress; 

• CWC authorised to launch a 

programme of civil 

disobedience including non- 

payment of 

• taxes and all members of 

legislatures asked to resign their 

seats; 

• January 26, 1930 fixed as the 

first Independence Day, to be 

celebrated everywhere. 

• Gandhi- Irwin Pact is also called 

Delhi Pact and was signed in 

1931. 

• Jawaharlal Nehru was 

nominated the president for the 

Lahore session mainly due to 

Gandhi's backing. 

•  The reasons to choose him were 

because of the appositeness of 

the occasion (Congress' 

acceptance of complete 

independence as its  goal),  and 

to acknowledge the upsurge of 

youth that had made the anti- 

Simon campaign a huge success. 

 
To carry forward the mandate given by 

the        Lahore        Congress,        Gandhi 

presented    eleven    demands    to    the 

Government and gave an ultimatum of 

January  31,  1930  to  accept  or  reject 

these  demands.  The  demands  were  as 

follows. 

Issues of General Interest: 

• Reduce expenditure on Army 

and civil services by 50 per cent. 

• Introduce total prohibition. 

• Carry out reforms in Criminal 

Investigation Department 

(CID). 

• National Movement 1919-1939 

167 

• Change Arms Act allowing 

popular control of issue of 

firearms licences. 

• Release political prisoners. 

• Accept Postal Reservation Bill. 

Specific Bourgeois Demands 

• Reserve coastal shipping for 

Indians. Specific Peasant 

Demands 

• Reduce land revenue by 50 per 

cent. 

• Abolish salt tax and 

government's salt monopoly. 

• Defiance of the salt laws started 

all over the country. In Tamil 

Nadu, C. Rajagopalachari led a 

march from Tiruchirapally to 

Vedaranniyam. In Malabar, K. 

Kelappan led a march from 

Calicut to Poyannur. In Assam, 

satyagrahis walked from Sylhet 

to Noakhali (Bengal) to make 

salt. 

• In Andhra, a  number  of 

sibirams (camps) came up in 

different districts as 

headquarters of salt satyagraha. 

• Gandhi's arrest came on May 4, 

1930 when he had announced 

that he would lead a raid on 

Dharsana Salt Works on the  

west coast. Gandhi's arrest was 

followed by massive protests in 

Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and in 

Sholapur, where the response 

was the fiercest. 

• After Gandhi's arrest, the CWC 

sanctioned: 

• Non-payment of revenue in 

Ryotwari areas; 

• No chowkidara tax campaign in 

zamindari areas; 

• Violation of forest laws in the 

Central Provinces. 
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BARDOLI SATYAGRAHA 

 
• The Bardoli taluqa in Surat 

district had witnessed intense 

politicization after  the  coming 

of Gandhi on the national 

political scene. The movement 

sparked off in January 1926 

when the authorities decided to 

increase the land revenue by 30 

per cent. The Congress leaders 

were quick to protest and a 

Bardoli Inquiry Committee was 

set up to go into the issue. 

• The committee found the 

revenue hike to be unjustified.  

In February 1926, Vallabhbhai 

Patel was called to lead the 

movement. Under Patel, the 

Bardoli peasants resolved to 

refuse payments of the revised 

assessment until the 

Government appointed an 

independent      tribunal  or 

accepted the current amount as 

full payment. 

• To organize the movement,  

Patel set up 13 chluzvanis or 

workers' camps in the taluqa. 

Bardoli Satyagraha Patrika was 

brought out to mobilize public 

opinion. An intelligence wing 

was set up to make sure all the 

tenants followed the 

movement's resolutions. Those 

who opposed the movement 

faced a social boycott. Special 

emphasis was placed on the 

mobilization of women. K.M. 

Munshi and Lalji Naranji 

resigned from the Bombay 

Legislative Council in support of 

the movement. 

• By August  1928,  massive 

tension had built up in the 'area. 

There were prospects of a 

railway strike in Bombay. 

Gandhi reached Bardoli to stand 

by in case of any emergency. 

• The Government was  looking  

for a graceful  withdrawal  now. 

It set the condition that first the 

enhanced rent be, paid by  all  

the occupants (not actually 

done). Then, a committee went 

into the whole affair and found 

the revenue hike to be 

unjustified and recommended a 

rise of 6.03 per cent only. 

 
M.N. Roy 

 
• He plunged into the nationalist 

movement after the partition of 

Bengal in 1905. His early idols 

were the Bengali revolutionaries 

as well as the fiery Vinayak 

Damodar Savarkar. Roy left 

India in 1915  to  acquire 

weapons for the  fight  against 

the British. The  months  he 

spent in the US radicalized him, 

and Roy  improbably  became 

one of the founders of the 

Mexican Communist Party. 

• Roy rose to the highest levels of 

the international communist 

movement, before he parted 

ways. He returned to India only 

to be sent to jail for six years by 

the colonial government. One 

result of these years of 

incarceration was a 

comprehensive critique of 

Marxism. 

• He founded the Communist 

Party of India in Tashkent in 

1920. Roy was also the first  to  

be elected to the leadership of 

Commintern. He was a 

communist leader  and  the 

editor of the communist journal 

Vanguard. He condemned the 

session court's sentence to 
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death  to  172  of  the  225  accused 

in  the   Chauri  Chaura  incident 

(later,  19  were  hanged  and  the 

rest  transported)  as  against  22 

policemen killed. 

• Roy would later be the guiding 

light of the radical humanist 

movement. Among its core 

beliefs was that freedom is for 

individuals rather than 

collectives, social progress 

should be measured by the 

amount of freedom every 

individual has, human  beings 

are innately  rational, 

philosophy should be rooted in 

science rather than in religion, 

political change has to be 

preceded by a cultural 

renaissance and  that 

decentralized democracy 

without political parties is the 

best way to organize  political 

life. 

 
Lord Irwin (1926-1931) 

 
•    Visit of Simon Commission to India 

(1928)     and     the     boycott     of     the 

commission by the Indians. 

•     An  All-Parties  Conference  held  at 

Lucknow (1928) for suggestions for the 

(future)    Constitution    of    India,    the 

report  of  which  was  called  the  Nehru 

Report or the Nehru Constitution. 

•    Appointment of the Harcourt Butler 

Indian States Commission (1927). 

•     Murder  of  Saunders,  the  assistant 

superintendent   of   police   of   Lahore; 

bomb   blast   in  the   Assembly   Hall  of 

Delhi  (1929)  -  the  Lahore  Conspiracy 

Case   and   death   of   Jatin   Das   after 

prolonged   hunger   strike   (1929),   and 

bomb accident in train in Delhi (1929). 

•      Lahore   session   of   the   Congress 

(1929) - Purna Swaraj Resolution. 

•     Dandi  March  (March  12,  1930)  by 

Gandhi       to       launch       the       Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 

•      'Deepavali   Declaration'    by   Lord 

Irwin (1929). 

•     Boycott  of  the  First  Round  Table 

Conference  (1930),  Gandhi-Irwin  Pact 

(1931)      and      suspension      of      Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 

•      Poona   Pact   was   signed   in   1932 

under Lord Willingdon. 

 
QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 

 
The reasons for launch: 

 
1. The failure of the Cripps Mission to 

solve the constitutional deadlock. 

2. There was popular discontent 

because of rising prices and shortage of 

rice, salt, etc. 

3. News of reverses' suffered by the 

British in South-East Asia. 

4. The manner in which the British 

evacuated from  South-East  Asia 

leaving the subjects to their fate. 

5. The leadership wanted to condition 

the masses for a possible Japanese 

invasion. 

 
Gandhi was named the leader of the 

struggle, but after his arrest there  was  

a leadership vacuum and thus it  is  

often called ‘leaderless movement’. 

 
Rammanohar Lohia, Jayaprakash 

Narayan, Aruna Asaf  Ali,  Usha 

Sharma, Biju Patnaik, Chhotubhai 

Puranik, Achyut Patwardhan, Sucheta 

Kripalani and R.P. Goenka carried out 

underground activity. Usha Sharma 

started an underground radio in 

Bombay. 

 
Pritilata Waddedar was an Indian 

Bengali revolutionary and part of 

revolutionary group headed by Surya 
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Sen.    She    led    a    team    of    fifteen 

revolutionaries in  a 1932 attack on the 

Pahartali  European  Club,  which  had  a 

sign board that read "Dogs and Indians 

not allowed". 

 
The revolutionaries torched the club 

and were later caught by the British 

police. To avoid getting arrested, 

Pritilata consumed cyanide and died. 

 
Parallel governments were established 

in Ballia(UP), Tamluk(Bengal), 

Satara(Maharashtra) and 

Talchar(Orissa). 

 
• First parallel government was 

established at Ballia and the longest  

one was at Satara. 

•     The   movement   is   also   known   as 

‘August   Kranti’.   Gandhi   was   not   in 

support   of   an  immediate   struggle  in 

1939    after    British    declared    India’s 

support  to  the  war  without  consulting 

Indians 

• Allied cause was just; 

• Communal, sensitivity and lack of 

Hindu-Muslim unity could result in 

communal riots; 

• Congress organisation was in 

shambles and the atmosphere was not 

conducive for a mass struggle; 

• Masses were not ready for a 

struggle. 

 
They instead advocated toning up the 

Congress organisation, carrying on 

political work among the masses, and 

negotiating till all possibilities of a 

negotiated settlement were exhausted. 

Only then would the struggle be begun. 

 
• Subhash Chandra Bose and Leftists 

wanted to take advantage of Britain’s 

difficulties and start a mass movement, 

but Gandhi was for unconditional 

support to Britain’s War efforts. 

Radcliffe Line 

To fix the international boundaries 

between the two countries, the 

Boundary Commission was established 

chaired by Sir Cyril Radcliffe. The 

commission was to demarcate Bengal 

and Punjab into the two new countries. 

The boundary demarcation line  is 

called Radcliffe line. 

 
Its western side serves as India- 

Pakistan border and eastern  side  

serves as India- Bangladesh border. 

 
• MacMohan line demarcates the  

border between India and china. 

However. China does not recognize it. 

 
Vaikom Satyagraha was a movement in 

Travancore   (modern-day   Kerala)   for 

temple  entry of   the  depressed classes. 

It  took place  near  the  Shiva  Temple  at 

Vaikom,     Kottayam     district,     Kerala 

during  1924-25.   Vaikom   was   at  that 

time   a   part   of   the   princely   state   of 

Travancore. 

 
• Tebhaga movement was launched in 

Bengal to  implement 

recommendations of  Flood 

Commission to give two-third  

(tebhaga) share to the bargardars 

(share-croppers) instead of one-half 

share. 

 
Cripps Mission 

In  March  1942,  a  mission  headed  by 

Stafford  Cripps  was  sent  to  India  due 

to the following reasons: 

• Reverses suffered by Britain in South- 

East Asia, the Japanese  threat  to 

invade India seemed real now and 

Indian support became crucial. 

• There was pressure on Britain from 

the Allies (USA, USSR, China) to seek 

Indian cooperation. 
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• Indian nationalists had agreed to 

support the Allied cause if substantial 

power was  transferred  immediately 

and complete independence given after 

the war. 

 
The main proposals of  the 

mission were as follows. 

1. An Indian Union with a dominion 

status would be set up 

2. After the end of the war, a 

constituent assembly would be 

convened to frame a new constitution. 

Members of this assembly would be 

partly elected by the provincial 

assemblies through proportional 

representation and partly  nominated 

by the princes. 

3. The British Government would 

accept the new constitution subject 

totwo conditions: 

(i) Any province not willing to join the 

Union could have a separate 

constitution 

and form a separate Union, 

(ii) The new constitution making body 

and the British Government would 

negotiate a treaty to effect the transfer 

of power and to safeguard racial and 

religious minorities. 

4. In the meantime, defence of India 

would remain in British hands and the 

governorgeneral's     powers would 

remain intact. 

 
The proposals  differed  from 

those offered in the past in many 

respects— 

• The making  of  the  constitution was 

to be solely in Indian hands now (and 

not "mainly" in Indian hands—as 

contained in the August Offer). A 

concrete plan was provided for the 

constituent, assembly. 

• Option  was  available  to  any  

province to have a separate 

constitution—a blueprint for India's 

partition. 

• Free India could withdraw from the 

Commonwealth. 

• Indians were  allowed  a  large  share 

in the administration in the interim 

period. 

Nehru and Maulana Azad were the 

official negotiators for the Congress. 

• Both Congress and the Muslim 

League rejected the proposal. 

 
GANDHI-IRWIN PACT 

 
On  January  25,  1931  Gandhi  and  all 

other    members    of    the    CWC    were 

released    unconditionally.    The    CWC 

authorised        Gandhi        to        initiate 

discussions with the viceroy. 

 
As  a  result  of  these  discussions,apact 

was     signed     between     the     viceroy, 

representing      the      British      Indian 

Government, and Gandhi, 

representing    the    Indian    people,    in 

Delhi on  February 14,  1931. This  Delhi 

Pact,  also  known  as  the  Gandhi-Irwin 

Pact,  placed  the  Congress  on  an  equal 

footing with the Government. 

 
Irwin on behalf of the 

Government agreed on 

• Immediate release of all political 

prisoners not convicted of violence 

•   Remission   of   all  fines not yet 

collected 

•  Return  of  all  lands  not  yet  sold to 

third parties 

• Lenient treatment to those 

government servants who had  resigned 

•  Right  to  make  salt  in coastal villages 

for personal consumption (not for  sale) 

• Right to  peaceful  and  non- 

aggressive picketing and  Withdrawal  

of emergency ordinances. 
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The viceroy, however, turned  down  

two of Gandhi's demands 

• Public inquiry into police excesses, 

• Commutation of Bhagat  Singh  and 

his comrades' death sentence to life 

sentence. Gandhi on behalf of the 

Congress agreed 

• To suspend the civil disobedience 

movement, and 

• To participate in the  next  RTC  on  

the constitutional question around the 

three Finchpins of federation, Indian 

responsibility, and reservations-and 

safeguards that may be necessary in 

India's interests (covering  such  areas 

as defence, external affairs, position of 

minorities, financial credit of India and 

discharge of other obligations). 

• When Gandhi met Irwin and held 

negotiations, it was for the first time 

that the two were meeting as ‘equals’. 

 
HARTOG COMMITTEE (1929) 

 
An increase in number of schools and 

colleges had led to deterioration of 

education standards. 

 
A Hartog Committee was set up to 

report on development of education. 

 
Its mainrecommendations were 

as follows. 

 
• Emphasis  should  be  given  to 

primary education but there  need  be 

no hasty expansion or compulsion in 

education. 

• Only  deserving  students  should  go 

in for high school and intermediate 

stage, while average  students  should 

be diverted to vocational courses after. 

(VIII standard.) 

• For improvements in standards of 

university education, admissions  

should be restricted. 

• Indians  also  attempted  to  develop 

an indigeneous scheme of education 

called Wardha scheme of education 

based on Gandhi’s ideas under 

chairmanship of Dr. Zakir Hussain. 

 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was popularly 

known as Baba Saheb. He was the 

Chairman of the  Drafting  Committee 

of the Constituent Assembly and is 

called the ‘Father of the Indian 

Constitution’. 

 
He       established       the       Bahishkrit 

Hitakarini Sabha to promote education 

and     socio-economic     improvements 

among the  Dalits.  He  also founded  the 

Independent     Labour     Party     (later 

transformed  into the  Scheduled  Castes 

Federation)  in  1936  and  contested  in 

1937   from    Bombay   to    the    Central 

Legislative Assembly. 

 
He authored several books and essays. 

Some of them are: The Annihilation of 

Caste, Pakistan or the Partition of  

India, The Buddha and his Dhamma, 

The Evolution of Provincial Finance in 

British India, Administration and 

Finance of the East India Company,  

etc. 

 
His  death  anniversary  is  observed  as 

Mahaparinirvan       Din.       His       birth 

anniversary  is  celebrated  as  Ambedkar 

Jayanti  or  Bhim  Jayanti  on  14  April 

every year. 

• A few months before he died, he 

converted to Buddhism 

• He considered the Right to 

Constitutional Remedy as the soul of 

the constitution. 

 
Faizpur Session 

•     Faizpur  Session  (December  1936): 

President – Jawaharlal Nehru 
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• It was the first session of Congress 

to be held in a village. 

•    Only  session  presided  by  Mahatma 

Gandhi   was   Belgaum   in   December 

1924. 

 
Elections to provincial 

assemblies in 1937 

 
•     In    early    1937,    elections    to 

provincial       assemblies       were 

announced  and  once  again  the 

debate  on  the  future  strategy  to 

be  adopted  began.  There  were 

sharp    differences    over    these 

questions among the 

nationalists.   The   two   sides   of 

the   debate   soon   got   identified 

with   the   emerging   ideological 

divide  along  the  left  and  right 

lines. 

•     J.L   Nehru,   Subhash   Chandra 

Bose,   Congress   socialists   and 

communists   were   opposed   to 

office acceptance and thereby in 

the   working   of   the   1935   Act, 

because    they    argued    that    it 

would   negate   the   rejection   of 

the Act by the nationalists. 

•  As  a  counter-strategy,  the  

leftists proposed entry into the 

councils with an aim to create 

deadlocks, thus making the 

working of the Act impossible 

(older Swarajist strategy). And, 

as a long-term strategy, they 

advocated an increased reliance 

on workers and peasants, 

integration of their class 

organisations into the Congress, 

thus imparting a socialist 

direction to the Congress and 

preparing for the  resumption of 

a mass movement. 

• The proponents of office 

acceptance argued that  they 

were equally committed to 

combating   the   1935   Act,   but 

work  in  legislatures  was  to  be 

only   a   short-term   tactic   since 

option of a mass movement was 

not  available   at  the   time,  and 

mass struggle alone was capable 

of winning independence. 

•     The         Congress         manifesto 

reaffirmed  total  rejection  of  the 

1935  Act,  and  promised  release 

of       prisoners,       removal       of 

disabilities    on    the    basis    of 

gender      and      caste,      radical 

transformation   of  the   agrarian 

system,  substantial  reduction  of 

rent  and  revenue,  scaling  down 

of  rural  debts,  cheap  credit  and 

right  to  form  trade  unions  and 

to strike. 

•  Congress   ministries   were 

formed in Bombay, Madras, 

Central Provinces, Orissa,  

United Provinces, Bihar and 

later in NWFP and Assam also. 

• The  Congress  ministries  did 

much to ease curbs on civil 

liberties. 

• There were certain basic 

constraints before the Congress 

ministries could undertake a 

complete overhaul of the 

agrarian structure by 

completely  abolishing 

zamindari. In spite of the 

constraints, the Congress 

ministries managed  to  legislate 

a number of laws relating  to 

land reforms, debt relief, forest 

grazing fee, arrears of rent, land 

tenures, etc. But most of these 

benefits went to statutory and 

occupancy tenants while sub- 

tenants did not gain much. 
 

• Agricultural labourers did not 

benefit, as they had not been 

mobilised. 
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➢ Gandhi did not attend a 

single election meeting. 

➢ During      this time, 

National Planning Committee 

was setup under Congress 

President Subhash  Chandra 

Bose in 1938. This was India’s 

first attempt to develop a 

national plan. 

 
Round Table Conferences 

 
•     The   Round   Table   Conferences 

were       a      series      of       three 

conferences   conducted   by   the 

Labour         Party-led         British 

government  to  deliberate  upon 

and  bring   about   constitutional 

reforms  in  British  India  during 

1930   –   32.   There   were   three 

such conferences. 

• The conferences were  based  on 

the recommendation of 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah to Lord 

Irwin, the then Viceroy of India 

and James Ramsay MacDonald, 

the then British Prime Minister, 

and the Simon Commission 

report. It was for the first time 

that the Indians and the British 

were meeting as ‘equals’. 

 
First RTC 

 
•     The  First  Round  Table  Conference 

was  held  between November  1930  and 

January 1931 at London. 

• Dr. B R Ambedkar demanded  

separate electorates for the 

‘untouchables’. 

•  Tej Bahadur Sapru  moved  the idea  

of an All-India Federation. The Muslim 

League supported this. The princely 

states also supported this on the 

condition      that      their internal 

sovereignty is maintained. 

• Although  many  principles  on 

reforms were agreed upon, not much 

was implemented and the Congress 

Party carried on its civil disobedience. 

 
The Indian National Congress decided 

not to participate in the conference. 

Many of the INC leaders were 

imprisoned due to their involvement in 

the civil disobedience movement. The 

Conference was regarded as a failure. 

• The British government understood 

the importance and the need for the 

Congress Party to make any  decision  

on India’s political future. 

 
Second RTC 

 
•         The      Second       Round      Table 

Conference       was       held       between 

September    and    December    1931    at 

London. 

• The major difference between  the  

first and the second conference was  

that the INC was participating in the 

second one. This was one of the results 

of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. 

• Gandhi represented Indian National 

Congress and Sarojini Naidu 

represented Indian women. 

• The British decided to grant a 

communal award for representing 

minorities in India by providing for 

separate electorates for minority 

communities. Gandhi was against this. 

•      In   this   conference,   Gandhi   and 

Ambedkar   differed   on   the   issue   of 

separate         electorates         for         the 

untouchables.    Gandhi     was     against 

treating untouchables as separate from 

the  Hindu  community.  This  issue  was 

resolved through the Poona Pact 1932. 

• The second round table conference 

was deemed a failure because of the 

many disagreements among the 

participants. While the INC claimed to 

speak for the whole of the country, 
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other participants and leaders of other 

parties contested this claim. 

 
Third RTC 

 
•    The  Third  Round  Table  Conference 

was    held    between    November    and 

December 1932 at London. 

• Only 46  delegates  in total took  part 

in this conference. The INC and the 

Labour Party decided not to attend it. 

(The INC wasn’t invited). 

• Not much was achieved in this 

conference also. 

•       The     recommendations     of     this 

conference  were  published  in  a  White 

Paper  in  1933  and  later  discussed  in 

the         British         Parliament.         The 

recommendations   were   analysed   and 

the  Government  of  India  Act  of  1935 

was passed on its basis. 

• Poona Pact refers to an agreement 

between B. R. Ambedkar and M. K. 

Gandhi on the reservation of electoral 

seats for the depressed classes in the 

legislature of then British India. 

• Dr.  B.R.  Ambedkar  attended  all 

three conferences.Subhash Chandra 

Bose started the newspaper called 

‘Swaraj’. 

• He was selected for the Indian Civil 

Services (ICS) but refused to take up 

service since he did not want to serve 

the British government. 

 
•     Swarajya  is  an  Indian  monthly 

print magazine and online daily. 

It     was     a     weekly     magazine 

founded    in    1956    by    Khasa 

Subba  Rao  with  the  patronage 

of C. Rajagopalachari, one of the 

founders of the Swatantra Party, 

and  a regular  contributor to the 

magazine   in   the   form   of   his 

Dear    Reader    column.    Minoo 

Masani,    R.Venkatraman,    R.K. 

Laxman are some 

notablepersonalities who 

contributed    to    the    magazine. 

After  Rajaji's  death  in  1972,  the 

magazine  began  to  decline  and 

eventually closed in 1980. 

•     The   magazine   was   relaunched 

as   a   monthly   print   magazine 

and  online  daily  in  2014,  with 

Sandipan  Deb  as  the  Editorial 

Director. 

 
AUGUST OFFER 

 
Hitler's astounding success and the fall 

of Belgium, Holland and France put 

England in a conciliatory mood. 

 
To  get  Indian  cooperation  in  the  war 

effort,    the    viceroy    announced    the 

August   Offer   (August   1940),   which 

proposed: 

 
• Dominion status as the objective for 

India. 

• Expansion of viceroy's executive 

council. 

• Setting up of a constituent assembly 

after the war. Indians would decide the 

constitution according to their social, 

economic and political conceptions, 

subject to fulfillment of the obligation  

of the Government regarding defence, 

minority rights, 

treaties with states, All India services. 

• No future constitution to be adopted 

without the consent of minorities. 

• The Congress rejected the August 

Offer. 

• August Offer recognized for the first 

time, the inherent right of Indians to 

frame their Constitution. 

• For the  first  time,  Viceroy’s 

Executive council included more 

Indians than whites. The Arctic Home 

in the Vedas 
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• It is a history  book on the origin  

of Aryanic People by Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak,  a 

mathematician   turned 

astronomer,  historian, 

journalist, philosopher and 

political leader of India. 

• It  propounded  the  theory  that 

the North Pole was the original 

home of Aryans during the 

preglacial period  which  they 

had to leave due to the ice  

deluge around 8000 B.C. and 

had to migrate to the Northern 

parts of Europe and Asia in 

search of lands for new 

settlements. 

•     In  support  to  his  theory,  Tilak 

presented  certain  Vedic  hymns, 

Avestic          passages,          Vedic 

chronology  and  Vedic  calendars 

with     interpretations     of     the 

contents   in   detail.     The   book 

was  written  at  the  end  of  1898, 

but was first published in March 

1903 in Pune. 

 
New Lamps for Old 

• Aurobindo Ghosh gave a 

systematic critique of the 

moderate politics of Indian 

National Congress in series of 

articles entitled NEW LAMPS 

FOR OLD. 

• They were begun at  the instance  

of     K. G. Deshpande, 

Aurobindo's Cambridge friend 

who was editor of the paper, but 

the first two articles made a 

sensation and frightened  

Ranade and other Congress 

leaders. Ranade warned the 

proprietor of the paper that, if 

this went on, he would surely be 

prosecuted for sedition. 

Accordingly the original plan of 

the series had to be dropped at 

the proprietor's instance. 

Deshpande requested Sri 

Aurobindo to continue in a 

modified tone  and  he 

reluctantly consented, but  felt 

no farther interest and the 

articles were published at long 

intervals and finally dropped of 

them altogether.0 

 
Surat Session of 1907 

•     The  Congress  was  on  the  brink 

of split. The 1907 session was to 

be  held  at  Nagpur.  But  Nagpur 

was     the     stronghold     of     Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak. The 

moderates  were  aware  that  the 

local  delegates  would  raise  the 

issues in favor of the extremists. 

So,   Gopal   Krishna   Gokhle   got 

the  venue  changed  and  the  new 

venue   was   Surat   which   was  a 

stronghold of the Congress. 

 
•    The  1907  Surat  session  was  held  at 

the bank of the Tapti river in Surat. 

• The Extremist camp was led by  Lal 

Bal and Pal and the moderate camp  

was led by Gopal Krishna Gokhle. 

• The Surat session was presided by 

Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh. 

 
The congress met in an atmosphere of 

anger and resentment in this session. 

Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh was elected but 

the extremists had an objection to this 

election. Initially the extremists 

dominated the session but soon they 

accepted Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh as 

president and offered to cooperate. But 

the session was suspended. Congress 

got split. 

 
By    the    time,    the    next    session    of 

Congress  was  held  in  Madras  in  1908 

under  Dr.  Rash  Behari  Ghosh,  it  was 

the extremist camp that was facing the 
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Lathis and arrest by the British 

Government who was now in its 

comfortable position as Congress was 

divided. 

 
The Ghadar’ 

 
• The party was built around the 

weekly paper  The  Ghadar, 

which carried the caption on the 

masthead: Angrezi Raj Ka 

Dushman (an enemy of the 

British rule). "Wanted brave 

soldiers", the Ghadar declared, 

"to stir up rebellion in India. 

Pay-death; Price-martyrdom; 

Pension-liberty; Field of battle- 

India". 

•     The  ideology  of  the  party  was 

strongly secular. In the words of 

Sohan  Singh  Bhakna,  who  later 

became  a  major  peasant  leader 

of   the   Punjab:   "We   were   not 

Sikhs  or  Punjabis.  Our  religion 

was  patriotism".  The  first  issue 

of   The   Ghadar,   was  published 

from       San       Francisco       on 

November 1, 1913. 

•     Following    the    voyage    of    the 

Komagata Maru in 1914, a direct 

challenge    to    Canadian    anti- 

Indian        immigration        laws, 

several        thousand        Indians 

resident   in   the   United   States 

sold  their  business  and  homes 

ready  to  drive  the  British  from 

India.   However,   Hardayal   had 

fled  to  Europe   concerned  that 

the  US  authorities  would  hand 

him  over  to  the  British.  Sohan 

Singh   Bhakna   was   already   in 

British        hands,        and        the 

leadership  fell to  Ram  Chandra. 

Following  the  entry  of  Canada 

into      World      War      I,      the 

organisation  was  centred  in  the 

USA   and   received   substantial 

funding from the German 

government. 

•  They  had  a  very  militant  tone, 

as illustrated by this quote from 

Harnam Singh: “No pundits or 

mullahs do we need” 

 
The  party  rose  to  prominence  in  the 

second decade of the 20th century, and 

grew    in    strength    owing    to    Indian 

discontent  over  World  War  I  and  the 

lack of political reforms: 

 
• Ghadar activists undertook what the 

British described as political terrorism. 

Ghadar activists were responsible for 

bombs planted on government 

property. 

•    In  1917  some  of  their  leaders  were 

arrested  and  put  on  trial  in  the  Hindu 

German    Conspiracy    Trial   in    which 

their paper was quoted. 

• The Ghadar  party  commanded  a 

loyal following the province of Punjab, 

but many of its most prominent 

activists were forced into exile to 

Canada and the United States. 

 
•     It  ceased  to  play  an  active  role 

in Indian politics after 1919. The 

party   had   active   members   in 

other  countries  such  as  Mexico, 

Japan,        China,        Singapore, 

Thailand,   Philippines,   Malaya, 

Indo-China    and    Eastern    and 

Southern Africa. 

•     The   Komagata   Maru   incident 

involved the Japanese 

steamship   Komagata   Maru   on 

which  a  group  of  citizens  of  the 

British      Raj      attempted      to 

emigrate  to  Canada  in  1914  but 

were denied entry. 

• Komagata Maru sailed from  

British Hong Kong, via  

Shanghai, China, and 

Yokohama,  Japan,  to 
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Vancouver,    British    Columbia, 

Canada,   in   1914,   carrying   376 

passengers  from  Punjab,  British 

India.     Of     them,     24     were 

admitted   to   Canada,   but   the 

other  352  passengers  were  not 

allowed       to      disembark       in 

Canada, and the ship was forced 

to      return      to      India.      The 

passengers       comprised       340 

Sikhs,    24    Muslims,    and    12 

Hindus,    all    British    subjects. 

This      was      one      of      several 

incidents    in    the    early    20th 

century  in  which  exclusion  laws 

in Canada and the United States 

were         used         to         exclude 

immigrants of Asian origin. 

 
Silk Letter Movement/ Reshmi 

Rumaal Tehreek 

 
•     The Silk Letter Movement refers 

to a movement organised by the 

Deobandi  leaders  between  1913 

and    1920,    aimed    at    freeing 

India  from  the  British  rule  by 

allying   with   Ottoman   Turkey, 

Imperial          Germany,          and 

Afghanistan.     The     plot     was 

uncovered  by  Punjab  CID  with 

the    capture    of    letters    from 

Ubaidullah   Sindhi,   one   of   the 

Deobandi      leaders      then      in 

Afghanistan,    to    Mahmud    al 

Hasan,  another  leader  then  in 

Persia.  The  letters  were  written 

in silk cloth, hence the name. 

•     Muhammad      Mian      Mansoor 

Ansari    went    to    Hejaz    with 

Mahmood  Hasan  in  September 

1915.   He   returned  to   India   in 

April   1916   with   Ghalib   Nama 

(Silk Letter) which he showed to 

freedom   fighters   in   India   and 

the  autonomous  area  and  then 

took    it    to    Kabul    where    he 

reached in June 1916. 

•     With  the  onset  of  World  War  I, 

Ubaidullah Sindhi and Mehmud 

Hasan   (principal   of   the   Darul 

Uloom Deoband) had 

proceeded  to  Kabul  in  October 

1915   with   plans   to   initiate   a 

Muslim     insurrection     in     the 

tribal belt of India. 

 
For this  purpose,  Ubaid'Allah 

was to propose that the 

•  Amir  of  Afghanistan  declares 

war against Britain while 

Mahmud al Hasan sought 

German and Turkish  help. 

Hasan proceeded to  Hijaz. 

Ubaid Allah, in the meantime, 

was able to establish friendly 

relations with Amir. 

• As the plans unfolded in what 

came to be called the Silk Letter 

movement,  Ubaid'Allah  was 

able to establish friendly 

relations with Amir. At Kabul, 

Ubaid'Allah, along with some 

students who had preceded him 

to make way to Turkey to  join 

the Caliph's "Jihad" against 

Britain, decided that the pan- 

Islamic cause was to be best 

served by focussing on the 

Indian Freedom Movement. 

 
All India Muslim League 

 
•     A   resolution   to   form   the   All 

India      Muslim      League      was 

passed    by    Nawab    Salimullah 

Khan    and    was    seconded    by 

Hakim   Ajmal   Khan,   Maulana 

Muhammad   Ali   and   Moulana 

Zafar   Ali.   The   resolution   was 

passed  by  All  India  Educational 

Conference   on  30th   December 

1906. 
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• A committee was formed to 

prepare its draft  constitution. 

Sir Agha Khan was appointed as 

President and Syed Hassan 

Balgrami was appointed as 

secretary, while Nawab Mohsim- 

ul-Mulk and Nawab Viqar-ul- 

Mulk were made joint secretaries 

with six Vice- Presidents, a 

Central Committee with forty 

Members was also constituted. 

In this way Muslim league was 

established and become the sole 

representative of Muslims. 

• Knowing  the  circumstances  

which led to the formation of 

Muslim league was not difficult 

to make out what it aimed to. 

 
However, the Muslim league laid 

the following points as its 

objectives: 

 
• To create among  Muslims  the 

feelings of loyalty towards British 

Government and to remove 

misconception and suspicious. 

• To safeguard the political  rights  of 

the Muslims and to bring them into the 

notice of the Government. 

• To prevent among the Muslims, the 

rise of prejudicial feelings against the 

other communities of India. 

•    The first session of all India Muslim 

league   was  held   at   Karachi   on   29th 

December, 1907 and was presided over 

by Adamji Peer Bhai. 

 
Jugantar Patrika 

Jugantar     Patrika     was     a     Bengali 

revolutionary   newspaper   founded   in 

1906  in  Calcutta  by  Barindra  Kumar 

Ghosh,    Abhinash    Bhattacharya    and 

Bhupendranath Dutt. 

•    A political weekly, it was founded in 

March     1906     and     served     as     the 

propaganda organ for the nascent 

revolutionary organisation Anushilan 

Samiti that was taking shape in Bengal 

at the time. 

• The journal derived  its  name 

Jugantar from a political novel of the 

same name by renowned Bengali  

author Shivnath Shastri. The journal 

went on to lend its name to the  

Western Bengal wing of the Anushilan 

Samiti, which came to be known as the 

Jugantar group. 

• The journal expounded and justified 

revolutionary violence against the 

British Raj as a political tool for 

independence, and  denounced  the 

right and legitimacy of the British rule 

in India. 

• It was also critical of the Indian 

National Congress and its moderate 

methods which was viewed as aiding  

the Raj. Its target audience was the 

young, literate and politically  

motivated youth of Bengal, and was 

priced at one paisa. 

 
Emperor   vs    Aurobindo    Ghosh    and 

others,  colloquially  referred  to  as  the 

Alipore  Bomb  Case,  the  Muraripukur 

conspiracy,  or   the   Manicktolla  bomb 

conspiracy, was a criminal case held in 

India in 1908. The case saw the trial of 

a  number  of  Indian  nationalists  of  the 

Anushilan   Samiti   in   Calcutta,   under 

charges   of   "Waging   war   against   the 

Government" of the British Raj. 

 
The trial was held at Alipore 

Sessions       Court, Calcutta, 

between May 1908 and May  1909. 

 
•    The trial followed in the wake of the 

attempt    on    the    life    of    Presidency 

Magistrate      Douglas     Kingsford     in 

Muzaffarpur   by   Bengali   nationalists 

Khudiram  Bose  and  Prafulla  Chaki  in 

April  1908,  which  was  linked  to  the 


