




Q1. Association of epiphytes on the surface 
of other plants like ferns, mosses and 
orchids is
a. Mutualism                b. Commensalism
c. Competition             d. Amensalism

Q2. An association in which one species harms 
or restricts, other species without itself being 
adversely affected or harmed by other species 
is called
a. Amensalism                        b. Predation
c. Competition                       d. commensalism

Q2. An association in which one species harms 
or restricts, other species without itself being 
adversely affected or harmed by other species 
is called
a. Amensalism                        b. Predation
c. Competition                       d. commensalism



Which one of the following is the best 
description of the term “ecosystem”? (2015)

a. A community of organisms interacting with 
one another

b. That part of the Earth which is inhabited by 
living organisms

c. A community of organisms together with the 
environment in which they live.

d. The flora and fauna of a geographical area.



Which one of the following terms describes 
not only the physical space occupied by an 
organism, but also its functional role in 
the community of organisms? (2013)

(a) Ecotone

(b) Ecological niche

(c) Habitat

(d) Home range



With reference to the food chains in 
ecosystems which of the following kinds of 
organism is / are known as decomposer 
organism/organisms? (2013)

1. Virus

2. Fungi

3. Bacteria

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3



FUNCTIONS OF AN ECOSYSTEM

1. Ecological Succession or ecosystem 
development

2. Energy flow through food chain, food web 
and ecological pyramids

3. Nutrient Cycling (Biogeochemical cycles)















The Seres also known as Successional stages finally lead to the 
Climax Community. 
Succession Is Characterized By:
1. Increased Productivity
2. Increased diversity of organisms with increased niche development
3. Gradual increase in the complexity of Food Webs

Succession of micro-organisms including fungi and bacteria occurring 
within a microhabitat is called microsuccession or Serule
This type of succession occurs in newly available habitat. Changes of 
pH in a habitat could provide ideal conditions for a new species to 
inhabit the area.

Based on the nature of habitat, succession of plants is called Hydrarch
or Xerarch whereas, Succession initiating in ponds, pools, lakes or 
elsewhere in water is called hydrosere and succession beginning on 
the bare rock or other places where there is an extreme deficiency of 
water is called xerosere.



Hydrosere are the 
stages of Hydrarch

succession.











In an ecosystem, Energy flow is Unidirectional 
where as Matter flow takes a cyclic path.




