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THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED CURBS ON EXPORTS OF SUGAR 
GS Paper - 3 - Agricultural Resources - Food Security - GS Paper - 2 - Government Policies & Interventions 

 
WHY IN NEWS? 

Recently, the government announced curbs on exports of sugar. 

• Also, to provide required relief to consumers, customs duty and Agriculture Infrastructure 

Development Cess (AIDC) on 20 Lakh metric tonnes yearly import of crude soyabean and 

sunflower oil was exempted for two financial years (2022-23 and 2023-24). 

• The exemption of import duties will help cool domestic prices and control inflation. 

WHAT IS THE AGRICULTURE INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CESS? 

o Cess is a kind of special-purpose tax which is levied over and above basic tax rates. 

o The purpose of the new AIDC is to raise funds to finance spending on developing agriculture 

infrastructure. 

o The AIDC is proposed to be used to improve agricultural infrastructure aimed at not only 

boosting production but also in helping conserve and process farm output efficiently. 

WHAT ARE THE REASONS FOR THE DECISIONS TAKEN? 

o Ban on Sugar Export: 

• Reason: 

▪ These steps were taken to maintain “domestic availability and price stability 

of sugar”. 

▪ The decision was in the wake of “unprecedented growth in exports of 

sugar” and the need to maintain sufficient stock of sugar in the country. 

❖ It is for the first time in six years that the Centre is regulating sugar 

exports. 

• Exemption: 

▪ Sugar mills and traders who have specific permissions from the government 

will only be able to export sugar (including raw, refined and white sugar) till 

31st October, 2022 or until further orders. 
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❖ Additionally, the restriction is not applicable for exports to 

the European Union (EU) and the United States. 

o Duty-Free Import of Edible Oil: 

• It was announced in the wake of a surge in edible oil prices in India. 

▪ India is one of the world’s largest vegetable oil importers and relies on imports 

for 60% of its needs. 

• Meanwhile, after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, edible oil prices have shot up 

significantly. 

▪ Sunflower oil is imported into India majorly from Ukraine and Russia. 

• In February 2022, agri-cess on crude palm oil was reduced to 5% with effect from the 

earlier 7.5%. 

o To Contain Severe Inflationary Pressures: 

• These steps were taken in view of the government’s efforts to contain severe 

inflationary pressures, with prices of food, fuels and crop nutrients soaring. 

▪ Retail inflation rate had surged to an eight-year high of 7.79% in April 

2022 while wholesale inflation has been in double digits for 13 consecutive 

months. 

▪ Retail edible oil inflation remained at 20-35% level all through 2021, with the 

latest print for inflation rate for oils and fats recorded at 17.28% for April 2022. 

WHAT ARE THE OTHER STEPS TAKEN TO CONTAIN INFLATIONARY PRESSURES? 

o By India: 

• Cuts Tax on Petrol and Diesel: 

▪ The Centre announced tax cuts on petrol, diesel, coking coal, and raw materials 

for making steel over the weekend as part of its efforts to cool mounting 

inflationary pressure. 

▪ The cut in fuel taxes could help reduce inflation directly by around 20 basis 

points in June 2022 when its full impact will be visible. 

• Reduction in Repo Rate: 

▪ The Reserve Bank of India while reducing the repo rate by 40 bps in an out-of-

turn monetary policy meeting in May, 2022 had expressed concern over high 

food and fuel prices feeding into inflation. 

• Ban on Wheat Export: 

▪ Earlier, the government decided to ban wheat exports. 

• India is the world's second-biggest wheat producer, and it chooses to 

ban export to protect food security for its mammoth population 

despite inflation concerns. 

o In Asia: 

• Indonesia’s ban on Palm Oil Exports: 

▪ Indonesia, the world’s biggest producer, exporter, and consumer of palm 

oil, has announced that it would be banning all exports of the commodity and 
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its raw materials to reduce domestic shortages of cooking oil and bring down its 

rising prices. 

• Malaysia Halting Chicken Sales Abroad: 

▪ Malaysia will halt exports of 3.6 million chickens a month from June 1 and scrap 

the approved permit requirement for importing wheat until production and 

prices stabilize. 

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF INDIA AS A SUGAR EXPORTER? 

o India is the biggest producer of sugar in the world and the second largest exporter after Brazil. 

• The move comes in a year when the country is set to register its highest-ever exports. 

o About 82 lakh MT sugar has been dispatched from sugar mills for export and approximately 78 

lakh MT have been exported. 

• Export of sugar in the current sugar season 2021-22 is at its historic high. 

o The closing stock of sugar at the end of sugar season remains 60-65 lakh MT which is equivalent 

to about three months’ stocks required for domestic use. 

WHAT ABOUT THE EDIBLE OIL ECONOMY IN INDIA? 

o There are two major features which have significantly contributed to the development of this 

sector. 

• One was the setting up of the Technology Mission on Oilseeds in 1986 which was 

converted into a National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP) in 2014. 

▪ Further it was merged with NFSM (National Food Security Mission). 

▪ This gave a thrust to Government's efforts for augmenting the production of 

oilseeds. 

• The other dominant feature which has had significant impact on the present status of 

edible oilseeds/oil industry has been the program of liberalization under which the 

Government's economic policy allows greater freedom to the open market and 

encourages healthy competition and self regulation rather than protection and control. 

o The Yellow Revolution is one of the color revolutions that was launched to increase the 

production of Edible oilseeds in the country to meet domestic demand. 

o The government has also launched the Kharif Strategy 2021 for oilseeds. 

• It will bring an additional 6.37 lakh hectare area under oilseeds and is likely to produce 

120.26 lakh quintals of oilseeds and edible oil amounting to 24.36 lakh quintals. 

o Edible Oils Commonly Used in India: The major edible oils consumed in the country are mustard, 

soyabean, groundnut, sunflower sesame oil, niger seed, safflower seed, castor, and linseed 

(primary source) and coconut, palm oil, cottonseed, rice bran, solvent extracted oil, tree and 

forest origin oil. 

WAY FORWARD 

o While this decision will have a moderating influence on price pressures in the economy, the worry 

is that inflation has become entrenched and is likely to remain above the RBI’s medium-term 

inflation target of 2-6%. 
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o There should be consistency in import policy as that sends appropriate market signals in 

advance. Intervening through import tariffs is better than quotas which leads to greater welfare 

loss. 

o This also calls for more accurate crop forecasts using satellite remote sensing and Geographical 

Information System(GIS) techniques to indicate shortfall/surplus in a crop year much in advance. 

 

Source:IE 

 

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY’S 75th SESSION IS BEING HELD AT  WHO 
GS Paper - 2 - Health - Important International Institutions - GS Paper - 3 - Government Policies & 

Interventions 

 
WHY IN NEWS? 

World Health Assembly’s 75th session is being held at World Health Organization (WHO) Headquarters 

(HQ), Geneva from 22nd to 28th May, 2022. 

• Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare emphasized upon India’s commitment towards 

building a more resilient global health security architecture. 

• Health for peace, peace for health is the theme of the World Health Assembly, 2022. 

• India’s six Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) workers were awarded the Global Health 

Leaders Award at the ongoing 75th World Health Assembly to recognize their "outstanding 

contributions to advancing global health, demonstrated leadership, and commitment to regional 

health issues." 

WHAT IS WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY? 

o About: 

• World Health Assembly (WHA) is WHO’s decision-making body attended by delegations 

from all of WHO’s member states, 

• It is held yearly at the HQ of WHO, i.e., Geneva, Switzerland. 

• Specific health agenda prepared by the Executive Board remains the focus of this 

assembly. 

• Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, 2022’s assembly is the first in-person assembly. 
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o Functions of WHA: 

• Deciding on Organization’s policies. 

• Appointment of the Director-General of WHO. 

• Administration of financial policies. 

• Review and approval of the proposed programme budget. 

o Key Features of the Union Minister’s address at the 75th Session: 

• Streamlining of the WHO’s approval process for vaccines and therapeutics is needed to 

have a more resilient global health security architecture. 

• An equitable access to vaccines and medicines should be allowed including the 

intellectual property aspects. 

• Cost-effective research, technology transfer and regional manufacturing 

capacities must be on the priority list. 

• As per WHO, 4.7 million Covid deaths (10 times the official figure) have been reported 

in India. Therefore, concern over WHO’s recent exercise on all cause excess mortality 

on account of Covid-19 was expressed. 

• India urged WHO to consider the country-specific authentic data published through 

the Civil Registration System (CRS) by the Registrar General of India (RGI). 

• The use of mathematical models of data prediction shouldn’t be relied 

upon. Consequently, the Central Council of Health and Family Welfare (set up 

under Article 263 of the Constitution) passed a unanimous resolution condemning 

WHO’s approach in this regard. 

WHAT IS ACCREDITED SOCIAL HEALTH ACTIVIST (ASHA)? 

o About: 

• One of the key components of National Rural Health Mission (NHRM) is ASHA. 

• She is a social health activist in the age group of 25-45 years who serves as the first point 

of contact to cater any health-related requirements of deprived sections of the rural 

population including women and children, who pose a difficulty in accessing the health 

services. 

• Generally, there is “1 ASHA per 1000 population”. However, this norm can be relaxed in 

tribal, hilly and desert areas to “1 ASHA per habitation” depending upon the workload. 

o Roles and Responsibilities: 

• Creating awareness about health determinants by providing information to the people 

about nutrition, basic sanitation & hygienic practices, healthy living and working 

conditions, etc. 

▪ She also provides information about existing health services and encourages 

people for the timely utilization of health & family welfare services. 

• Counselling of women on birth preparedness, safe delivery’s importance, breastfeeding, 

contraception, immunization, child care and prevention of Reproductive Tract 

Infection/Sexually Transmitted Infection (RTIs/STIs). 
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• Facilitating the access of health services such as Ante Natal Check-up (ANC), Post Natal 

Check-up (PNC), immunization, sanitation and other services at the village/sub-

center/primary health centers by mobilizing the community. 

• Developing a comprehensive health plan by working in collaboration with the Village 

Health & Sanitation Committee of the Gram Panchayat. 

• Providing primary medical care for minor disorders like fever, diarrhoea and minor 

injuries. Under Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme. 

• Arranging the escort for pregnant women and children who need treatment or are 

required to be admitted in the nearest health-care facility. 

• Keeping the Sub-Centres/Primary Health Centre informed about births and deaths in 

her village and any disease outbreaks/ unusual health concerns in the community. 

 

Source: TH 

 

CAUSES OF PRE MONSOON FLOODS AND LANDSLIDES IN ASSAM AND OTHER HILLY 
REGIONS 

GS Paper - 1 - GS Paper - 2 - Important Geophysical Phenomena - Agricultural Resources - Climate Change 

 

WHY IN NEWS? 

While the Monsoons are yet to arrive, Assam has already been beset by Floods and Landslides that have 

left 15 people dead and more than 7 lakh affected. 

• The hill district of Dima Hasao, in particular, has been ravaged by flash floods and landslides, with 

connectivity to the rest of the state snapped. 

WHAT ARE THE FACTORS BEHIND THIS UNPRECEDENTED DEVASTATION? 

o Excess Pre-Monsoon Rainfall: 

• The average rainfall for the period of 1st March to 20th May in Assam is 434.5 mm, the 

corresponding number for this year is 719 mm which amounts to a 65 % excess. 

▪ The neighbouring state of Meghalaya has recorded an even greater excess of 

137%. 
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o Climate Change: 

• The Timing and the Scale of Rainfall can be attributed to Climate Change. 

• Because of climate change, there are more and more concentrated rain and heavy 

rainfall episodes. 

WHAT IS CAUSING THE LANDSLIDES DURING PRE-MONSOON? 

o It is because of “undesirable, unpragmatic, unplanned structural intervention on the fragile 

landscape of hills. 

o Over the years, there has not only been massive deforestation for the extension of the railway 

line and the four-line highway, but there has also been rampant riverbed mining often done in 

collusion with the district authorities. 

o Many roads are being built over streams and spring water sources and hastily carried out 

infrastructure developmental work in assam and Nearby States has led to an increase in 

landslides in the state in recent years. 

WAY FORWARD 

o The construction is needed to be “tuned to the ecological fragility of the region”, but “conscious 

construction” and an “integrated holistic approach across state boundaries” is the need of the 

hour. 

o It is suggested to keep “traditional knowledge systems in mind” and involve the local community 

to build “sustainable infrastructure”. As long as it is top-down it will depend on the masculinist 

engineering bureaucracies. 

o Blaming climate change for everything is not enough, there is a need to look back at the mess 

we have created on the ground level in combination with climate change to account for such 

disasters. 

WHAT IS LANDSLIDE? 

o About: 

• A landslide is defined as the movement of a mass of rock, debris, or earth down a slope. 

• They are a type of mass wasting, which denotes any downward movement of soil and 

rock under the direct influence of gravity. 

• The term landslide encompasses five modes of slope movement: falls, topples, slides, 

spreads, and flows.   

o Related Steps: 

• The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has done a national landslide susceptibility 

mapping for 85% of the entire 4,20,000 square km landslide-prone area in the country. 

The areas have been divided into different zones according to the propensity of the 

disaster. 

▪ Improvement in early warning systems, monitoring and susceptibility 

zoning can reduce the damage caused by landslides. 

 

Source:DTE 
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THE THIRD EDITION OF EXERCISE BONGOSAGAR 
GS Paper - 2 - India and its Neighbourhood - Various Security Forces & Agencies & Their Mandate 

 

WHY IN NEWS? 

Recently, the third edition of Exercise Bongosagar, bilateral naval exercise between India and Bangladesh, 
commenced at Port Mongla, Bangladesh. 

WHAT ARE THE KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EXERCISE? 

o About: 

• It is an annual exercise. Second edition of the exercise, held in Northern Bay of Bengal 

in 2020. 

• The exercise is aimed at developing a high degree of interoperability and joint 

operational skills through the conduct of a wide spectrum of maritime exercises and 

operations between the two navies. 

o Participants in the Third Edition: 

• Participating in the exercise are Indian Naval Ships Kora, a guided missile corvette, 

and Sumedha, an offshore patrol vessel. 

• Bangladesh Navy is being represented by BNS Abu Ubaidah and Ali Haider, both Guided 

Missile Frigates. 

WHAT ARE THE OTHER RELATED EXERCISES BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES? 

o Bilateral: 

• SAMPRITI: Military Exercise 

o Multinational: 

• Bangladesh's Military exercise 'Shantir Ogroshena'. 

• TABLE TOP (Air) 

• IN-BN CORPAT (Navy) 

• SAMVEDNA (Multinational Air Exercise with Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and UAE). 

 

 

Source: PIB 
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PARAM PORUL, A STATE-OF-THE ART SUPERCOMPUTER AT NIT 

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI UNDER NSM 

GS Paper - 3 - IT & Computers - Scientific Innovations & Discoveries 

 
 

WHY IN NEWS? 

PARAM PORUL, a state-of-the art Supercomputer at NIT Tiruchirappalli under National Supercomputing 

Mission (NSM) was inaugurated. 

• PARAM PORUL supercomputing facility is established under Phase 2 of the NSM. Majority of the 

components have been manufactured and assembled within the country, along with an 

indigenous software stack developed by C-DAC, in line with the Make in India initiative. 

WHAT ARE THE FEATURES OF PARAM PORUL? 

o PARAM PORUL system is equipped with a mix of CPU (Central Processing Unit) nodes, GPU 

(Graphics Processing Unit) nodes, High Memory nodes, High throughput storage and high-

performance InfiniBand interconnect to cater the computing needs of various scientific and 

engineering applications. 

o This system is based on Direct Contact Liquid Cooling technology to obtain a high-power usage 

effectiveness and thereby reducing the operational cost. 

o Multiple applications from various scientific domains such as Weather and Climate, 

Bioinformatics, Computational Chemistry, Molecular Dynamics, Material Sciences, 

Computational Fluid Dynamics etc. have been installed on the system for the benefit of 

researchers. 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL SUPERCOMPUTING MISSION? 

o In 2015, the National Supercomputing Mission was launched to enhance the research capacities 

and capabilities in the country by connecting them to form a Supercomputing grid, with National 

Knowledge Network (NKN) as the backbone. 

• The NKN project is aimed at establishing a strong and robust Indian network which will 

be capable of providing secure and reliable connectivity. 
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• A supercomputer is a computer that performs at or near the currently highest 

operational rate for computers. 

o The Mission plans to build and deploy 24 facilities with cumulative compute power of more 

than 64 Petaflops. 

• Generally, PETAFLOP is a measure of a Supercomputer’s processing speed and can be 

expressed as a thousand trillion floating point operations per second. 

o It supports the government's vision of 'Digital India' and 'Make in India' initiatives. 

o The Mission is being jointly steered by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

• It is implemented by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), 

Pune, and the IISc, Bengaluru. 

o The mission was planned in three phases: 

• Phase I looking at assembling supercomputers, 

• Phase II looking at manufacturing certain components within the country. 

• Phase III where a supercomputer is designed by India. 

o Recent developments under National Supercomputing Mission: 

• Under Phase 1 & Phase 2, 15 systems with computer power of 22 Petaflops (PF) have 

been built at IIT’s, C-DAC, NIT, JNCASR, and IISER. 

• NSM deployed “PARAM Ganga” at IIT Roorkee in March 2022 with a supercomputing 

capacity of 1.66 Petaflops as a part of phase 2. 

• PARAM Siddhi-AI is the fastest supercomputer in India built under NSM with a capacity 

of 5.26 PF. 

▪ Japan’s Fugaku is the world’s fastest supercomputer. 

 

 

Source: PIB 
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THE 7th INDIA-CANADA JOINT SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COOPERATION COMMITTEE 

(JSTCC) MEETING 

GS Paper - 2 - GS Paper - 3 - Bilateral Groupings & Agreements 

 
WHY IN NEWS? 

Recently, two memorandums of understanding (MoUs) were renewed at the 7th India-Canada Joint 

Science and Technology Cooperation Committee (JSTCC) meeting. 

• The MoUs were signed by the Indian Ministry of Science and Technology with the Natural Sciences 

and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) and National Research Council Canada 

(NRC), respectively, under the 2005 Agreement for Scientific and Technological Cooperation. 

• Earlier, India and Canada held the fifth Ministerial Dialogue on Trade & Investment (MDTI), where 

Ministers agreed to formally re-launch the negotiations for India-Canada Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) and consider an Interim Agreement or Early Progress 

Trade Agreement (EPTA) that could bring early commercial gains to both the countries. 

WHAT ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MEETING? 

o The focus areas of the collaboration include national missions, quantum computing, artificial 

intelligence (AI), and cyber-physical systems, among others. 

• A large number of Indian students studying in Canadian universities will benefit from the 

collboration. 

o India and Canada benefit from strong bilateral relations and are committed to deepening ties, 

with science, technology, and innovation being key pillars of the relationship. 

o Under the terms of the agreement made in 2005, the JSTCC meets every two years to review 

ongoing collaborations between Canadian and Indian researchers and set priorities for the next 

period in fields like agriculture and food security, healthcare and healthtech, clean technologies 

and environmental research, marine and polar research, quantum tech and AI, and human 

capacity development and researcher mobility. 

o Both countries agreed to continue monitoring progress on key priorities in bilateral science, 

technology, and innovation projects (STIP) during the 2022-2024 period. 

o India plays an active role in the global technology research and development ecosystem by 

facilitating academic and scientific relationships with other countries. 
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HOW IS INDIA-CANADA COOPERATION IN VARIOUS SPHERES? 

o Political: 

• India and Canada share commonalities in Parliamentary structure and 

procedures. After the general election in October 2019, Mr Raj Saini, MP from the House 

of Common has been appointed as the Chair of the Canada-India Parliamentary 

Association. 

• As of 2020, the House of Common in Canadian Parliament (total strength of 338) has 22 

Members of Indian origin. 

• In India, Canada is represented by the High Commission of Canada in New 

Delhi. Canada also has Consulates General in Bengaluru, Chandigarh and Mumbai, as 

well as trade offices in Ahmedabad, Chennai, Hyderabad and Kolkata 

• India is represented in Canada by a High Commission in Ottawa and by consulates in 

Toronto and Vancouver. 

o Economic: 

• Bilateral trade between India and Canada stands at USD 5 billion. 

• More than 400 Canadian companies have a presence in India, and more than 1,000 

companies are actively pursuing business in the Indian market. 

• Indian companies in Canada are active in the field such as Information Technology, 

software, steel, natural resources and banking sectors. 

• India’s exports to Canada include pharma, iron and steel, chemicals, gem and jewelry, 

nuclear reactors and boilers. 

• Energy has been a primary area of our focus, considering that Canada is an ‘energy 

superpower’ with one of the world’s largest resources of uranium, natural gas, oil, coal, 

minerals and advanced technologies in hydropower, mining, renewable energy and 

nuclear energy. 

o Science and Technology: 

• Indo-Canadian Science and Technology cooperation has been primarily focused on 

promoting Industrial R&D (Research and Development) which has potential for 

application through development of new IP (Intellectual property) processes, 

prototypes or products 

• Department of Biotechnology under IC-IMPACTS program implements joint research 

projects in health care, agri-biotech and waste management. 

▪ IC-IMPACTS (the India-Canada Centre for Innovative Multidisciplinary 

Partnerships to Accelerate Community Transformation and Sustainability) is the 

first, and only, Canada-India Research Centre of Excellence established through 

the Canadian Networks of Centres of Excellence (NCE) as a Centre dedicated to 

the development of research collaborations between Canada and India. 

• Department of Earth Science and Polar Canada have started a programme for exchange 

of knowledge and scientific research on Cold Climate (Arctic) Studies. 

 

 

http://www.mymentorias.com/
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o Space: 

• India and Canada are pursuing successful cooperative and commercial relations in the 

field of Space since 1990s mainly on space science, earth observation, satellite launch 

services and ground support for space missions. 

• ISRO and Canadian Space Agency (CSA) have signed MOUs in the field of exploration 

and utilisation of outer space. 

• ANTRIX, the Commercial arm of ISRO, has. launched several nanosatellites from Canada 

• ISRO in its 100th Satellite PSLV launched in 2018, also flew Canadian first LEO (Low earth 

Orbit) satellite, from Indian spaceport Sriharikota. 

o Security and Defence: 

• India and Canada collaborate closely in international fora particularly through the UN, 

Commonwealth and G-20. 

• A Statement of Intent (SoI) on Cooperation between DRDO and Canada’s Defence 

Research and Development Council has been signed in 2015. 

• The security cooperation was further enhanced with the Framework for Cooperation 

between India and Canada on Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism signed by 

the National Security Advisor of India and the National Security and Intelligence Advisor 

of Canada in 2018. 

• There is substantial engagement on counter terrorism issues particularly through the 

framework of the Joint Working Group (JWG) on Counter Terrorism. 

 

 

Source: PIB 
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