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SIGNIFICANCE OF CONDUCTING HOUSEHOLD CONSUMER EXPENDITURE SURVEY 
GS Paper - 3 - Growth & Development - Transparency & Accountability 

 

WHY IN NEWS? 

The All-India Household Consumer Expenditure Survey is set to resume this year (2022) after a prolonged 

break. 

• The results will include separate data sets for rural and urban parts, and splice spending 
patterns for each State and Union Territory, as well as different socio–economic groups. 

WHY HAS THE GOVERNMENT STOPPED CONDUCTING THE SURVEY? 
o The government had discontinued the findings of the last Survey, conducted in 2017–18, 

citing “data quality” issues. 

• In 2019, the government had dismissed reports that the 2017–18 Survey 

findings were being withheld due to adverse outcomes reflecting a decline in consumer 

spending. 

o It was also noted that there was a significant increase in the divergence in not only the levels 

in the consumption pattern but also the direction of the change when compared to the other 

administrative data sources like the actual production of goods and services. 

o There were also concerns about the “ability/sensitivity of the survey instrument to capture 

consumption of social services by households especially on health and education. 
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WHAT IS A HOUSEHOLD CONSUMER SPENDING SURVEY? 
o Time Interval: 

• Traditionally, a quinquennial (recurring every five years) survey conducted by 

the National Sample Survey Office - NSSO (comes under the National Statistical 

Office), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

o Scope: 

• Collects information on the consumption spending patterns of households across the 

country, both urban and rural. 

o Information Generated: 

• Reveals the average expenditure on goods (food and non-food) and services. 

• Helps generate estimates of household Monthly Per Capita Consumer Expenditure 

(MPCE) as well as the distribution of households and persons over the MPCE classes. 

o Significance in General: 

• Helps in calculating the demand dynamics of the economy. 

• Helps in understanding the shifting priorities in terms of baskets of goods and services, 

thus providing pointers to the producers of goods and providers of services. 

• To assess living standards and growth trends across multiple strata. 

o Significance for Policymakers: 

• The CES is an analytical as well as a forecasting tool which helps the Government in 

planning required interventions and policies. 

• To spot and address possible structural anomalies that may cause demand to shift in a 

particular manner in a specific socio-economic or regional division of the population. 

• To rebase the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and other macro-economic indicators. 

 

Source: TH 

  

http://www.mymentorias.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/restructuring-of-indian-statistical-system
http://v/
http://v/
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/base-year-for-gdp-calculations#:~:text=Gross%20Domestic%20Product%20(GDP)%20gives,difference%20between%20exports%20and%20imports).
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/household-consumer-expenditure-survey-to-begin-in-july/article65351300.ece#:~:text=The%20All%2DIndia%20Household%20Consumer,year%20after%20a%20prolonged%20break.


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 26 APRIL 2022 
www.mymentorias.com 

7293010102 

 

 

BLUE STRAGGLER STAR 
GS Paper - 3 - Space Technology 

 

WHY IN THE NEWS? 
Recently, Scientists at Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bengaluru, have found support for one way to 
understand peculiarity about Blue Straggler Star. 

• The researchers made use of the observations by the UVIT instrument (Ultraviolet Imaging 
Telescope) of Astrosat, India’s first science observatory in space. 

• Earlier in September 2021, in the first-ever comprehensive analysis of blue stragglers, Indian 
researchers had proposed a hypothesis for the evolution of blue straggler stars. 

WHAT ARE BLUE STRAGGLERS AND HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT? 
o Blue Straggler Star are hot, blue, massive stars and seem to have a different trajectory of 

evolution from the norm. 

o There are a few stars that, when they are expected to start expanding in size and cooling 

down, do just the opposite. 

o They grow brighter and hotter as indicated by their blue color. 

• Thus, standing out from the cooler red stars in their vicinity in the color-magnitude 

diagram. 

o Since they lag their peers in evolution, they are called stragglers, more specifically, blue 

stragglers, because of their hot, blue color. 

o Allan Sandage (an astronomer with Carnegie Observatories in Pasadena, California) discovered 

blue stragglers in the globular cluster M3 in 1952-53. 

o Most are located at least several thousand light-years away from the sun, and most are around 

12 billion years old or more. 

o The Milky Way's largest and brightest globular is Omega Centauri. 
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WHAT ARE POSSIBLE REASONS FOR THIS PECULIARITY? 
o Possibility 1: These do not belong to the family of stars in the cluster, and hence not expected 

to have the group properties. 

o Possibility 2: if they belong to the group, the evasive behavior is due to these stars gaining 

mass from a binary companion. 

• In this second scenario, the straggler draws matter from the giant companion star and 

grows more massive, hot and blue, and the red giant ends up as a normal or smaller 

white dwarf. 

• In the research, the scientists found conclusive evidence of white dwarf companions to 

blue stragglers. 

o Possibility 3: Straggler draws matter from a companion star, but there is a third star that 

facilitates this process. 

HOW IS THE AGE OR EVOLUTION OF A STAR STUDIED? 
o To study the behavior of the star, a graph of the color of a star against its magnitude is plotted. 

• This gives an indication of star’s surface temperature, which is related to the total 

energy given off by it. 

• If all the stars are done in a globular cluster, many stars are seen to find a place within 

a band known as the main sequence. 

• This graph is called the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram. 

▪ This diagram plots the temperature of stars against their luminosity or the 

color of stars against their absolute magnitude. 

▪ It shows a group of stars in various stages of their evolution. 

o For example, our Sun is what is called a main sequence star. 

• Given its mass and age, it is expected that once it has converted all its hydrogen into 

helium, its core will get denser, while outer layers expand. 

▪ So, it will bloat into a red giant. 

• After this phase, its fuel is spent, it will shrink, becoming a smaller, cooling star called 

a white dwarf star at the end of its life. 
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WHAT IS INDIAN INSTITUTE OF ASTROPHYSICS? 
o The IIA with its headquarters in Bengaluru is an autonomous Research Institute wholly 

financed by the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India. 

o IIA conducts research primarily in the areas of astronomy, astrophysics and related fields. 

o It was established in 1971. 

 

Source:TH 

WORLD MALARIA DAY 
GS Paper - 2 - Health - Government Policies & Interventions - Important International Institutions 

 

WHY IN NEWS? 
World Malaria Day is observed on 25th April every year to spread awareness of the global effort to control 
and ultimately eradicate malaria. 

• World Malaria Day was first held in 2008. It was developed from Africa Malaria Day, which was 
an event that had been observed since 2001 by African governments. 

• The theme 2022 is "Harness innovation to reduce the malaria disease burden and save lives.” 
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WHAT IS MALARIA? 
o About: 

• Malaria is a life-threatening mosquito borne blood disease caused by plasmodium 

parasites. It is predominantly found in the tropical and subtropical areas of Africa, 

South America as well as Asia. 

• The parasites spread through the bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. 

▪ After entering the human body, parasites initially multiply within the liver cells 

and then attack the Red Blood Cells (RBCs) resulting in their rupture. 

• There are 5 parasite species that cause malaria in humans, and 2 of these species 

– Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax – pose the greatest threat. 

• Symptoms of malaria include fever and flu-like illness, including shaking chills, 

headache, muscle aches, and tiredness. 

• It is preventable as well as curable. 

o Malaria Vaccine: 

• Known by its lab initials as RTS, S but branded as Mosquirix, the vaccine has passed 

lengthy scientific trials that found it to be safe and reducing the risk of malaria by 

nearly 40%, the best recorded. 

• It was developed by GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) company and approved by the European 

Medicines Agency in 2015. 

• The RTS, S vaccine trains the immune system to attack the malaria 

parasite (Plasmodium (P.) falciparum, the deadliest species of the malaria parasite). 

o India's Scenario: 

• Malaria Burden: The World Malaria Report (WMR) 2020 released by World Health 

Organization (WHO), which gives the estimated cases for malaria across the world, 

indicates that India has made considerable progress in reducing its malaria burden. 

▪ India is the only high endemic country which has reported a decline of 17.6% 

in 2019 as compared to 2018. 

WHAT ARE THE INITIATIVES TO CURB MALARIA? 
o The WHO has also identified 25 countries with the potential to eradicate malaria by 2025 under 

its ‘E-2025 Initiative’. 

o In India, malaria elimination efforts were initiated in 2015 and were intensified after the 

launch of the National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) in 2016 by the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

• NFME is in line with WHO’s Global Technical Strategy for Malaria, 2016-2030, which 

guides the WHO Global Malaria Programme (GMP), responsible for coordinating 

WHO's global efforts to control and eliminate malaria. 

o The National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination (2017-22) was launched in July 2017 which 

laid down strategies for the following five years. 

• It gives year-wise elimination targets in various parts of the country depending upon 

the endemicity of malaria. 

http://www.mymentorias.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/in-depth-malaria-vaccine
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-malaria-report-2020-who#:~:text=India%20achieved%20a%20reduction%20of,of%20the%20Millennium%20Development%20Goals.&text=The%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals%20have%20replaced%20the%20MDGs.
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-malaria-day-2021
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-malaria-report-2019#:~:text=The%20Strategic%20Plan%20gives%20year,for%20Malaria%2C%202016%2D2030.


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 26 APRIL 2022 
www.mymentorias.com 

7293010102 

 

 

o Implementation of the High Burden to High Impact (HBHI) initiative was started in four states 

(West Bengal, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh) in July 2019. 

o Distribution of Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs) to high burden areas has led to a reduction 

in endemicity in these otherwise very high endemic states. 

o The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has established Malaria Elimination Research 

Alliance-India (MERA-India) which is a conglomeration of partners working on malaria control. 

 

Source:IE 

US COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (USCIRF) 
Important International Institutions - GS Paper - 2 - Effect of Policies & Politics of Countries on India's 

Interests 

 

WHY IN NEWS? 
Recently, the US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) has recommended for 

the second year in the row to put India on a list (Countries of Particular Concern or CPCs) for the worst 

violations of religious freedoms in 2021. 

• Earlier, the US State Department released a strong and critical report on human rights in India 
in 2021. 

WHAT IS USCIRF? 
o USCIRF is an independent, bipartisan US federal government commission, dedicated to 

defending the universal right to freedom of religion or belief abroad. 

http://www.mymentorias.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-malaria-report-2018
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-malaria-report-2020-who
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/icmr-to-test-for-community-transmission-of-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-religious-freedom-report-2021#:~:text=Key%20Points,body%20to%20the%20US%20Congress.
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/important-international-institutions
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/effect-of-policies-&-politics-of-countries-on-india's-interests
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/effect-of-policies-&-politics-of-countries-on-india's-interests
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-religious-freedom-report-2021#:~:text=Key%20Points,body%20to%20the%20US%20Congress.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/human-rights-report-on-india-2021-us
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/human-rights-report-on-india-2021-us


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 26 APRIL 2022 
www.mymentorias.com 

7293010102 

  

 

o It is an advisory body to the US Congress. 

o USCIRF’s 2022 Annual Report provides recommendations to enhance the U.S. government’s 

promotion of freedom of religion or belief abroad. 

o It is Headquartered in Washington DC. 

o Established by the US government in 1998 after the inaction of the International Religious 

Freedom Act, recommendations of USCIRF are non-binding on the state department. 

• Traditionally, India does not recognize the view of USCIRF. 

WHAT ARE THE KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REPORT? 
o The Report’s primary focus is on two groups of countries: 

• Country of Particular Concern (CPC): It is a designation by the US Secretary of State of 

a nation engaged in severe violations of religious freedom under IRFA (International 

Religious Freedom Act of 1998). 

• Special Watch List: A “Special Watch List” country is one that is deemed not to meet 

all the CPC criteria but engages in or tolerates severe violations of religious freedom. 

o The Report also includes USCIRF’s recommendations of violent nonstate actors for designation 

by the US State Department as Entities of Particular Concern (EPCs), under International 

Review of Financial Analysis (IRFA). 

o The report also highlights important global developments and trends related to religious 

freedom during 2021—including in countries that do not meet the criteria for CPC or SWL 

recommendations. 

• These include the Covid-19 pandemic and religious freedom, blasphemy and hate 

speech law enforcement, transnational repression, religious intolerance in Europe, 

deteriorating religious freedom conditions in South Asia, and political upheaval that 

raises religious freedom concerns. 

WHAT ARE THE LATEST RECOMMENDATIONS OF USCIRF? 
o For the CPC List: 

• Other than India, countries recommended for the CPC designation are Afghanistan, 

Nigeria, Syria, and Vietnam. 

• Countries recommended for redesignating include Myanmar, China, Eritrea, Iran, 

North Korea, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan as CPCs. 

o For A Special Watch List: 

• Algeria, Cuba, and Nicaragua were placed in 2021. 

• Others include Azerbaijan, CAR, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Turkey, 

and Uzbekistan. 

o For EPCs: 

• Al-Shabaab, Boko Haram, the Houthis, Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), Islamic State in the 

Greater Sahara (ISGS), Islamic State in West Africa Province (ISWAP or ISIS-West Africa), 

and Jamaat Nasr al-Islam Wal Muslimin (JNIM). 
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WHAT ARE THE CONCERNS RAISED ABOUT INDIA? 
o The report highlighted that the government had “repressed critical voices”, especially minority 

communities and individuals reporting on them. 

• It mentions the arrest of rights activist Khuran Pervez in Kashmir, and the July 2021 

death of octogenarian Father Stan Swamy, arrested in October 2020 under 

the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 1967 (UAPA). 

o The report also touches on challenges faced by Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs), 

especially about foreign funding. 

o It also highlights anti-conversion laws. In October 2021, Karnataka’s government ordered a 

survey of churches and priests in the state and authorized police to conduct a door-to-door 

inspection to find Hindus who have converted to Christianity. 

WHAT IS THE STATE OF FREEDOM OF RELIGION IN INDIA? 
o Freedom of religion in India is a fundamental right guaranteed by Article 25-28 of the 

Constitution of India. 

• Article 25 (Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of 

religion). 

• Article 26 (Freedom to manage religious affairs). 

• Article 27 (Freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of any religion). 

• Article 28 (Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious worship in 

certain educational institutions). 

o Further, Article 29 and 30 of the Constitution deal with the protection of interests of minorities. 

 

Source:TH 
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NEED FOR MILITARY SPENDING AND ASSOCIATED CONCERNS 
GS Paper - 2 - India and its Neighbourhood - GS Paper - 3 - Government Budgeting - Security Challenges & 

their Management in Border Areas 

 

WHY IN NEWS? 
According to the latest data published by Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), world 
military spending continued to grow in 2021, reaching an all-time high of USD 2.1 trillion despite the 
economic fallout of the pandemic. 

• As a result of a sharp economic recovery in 2021, the global military burden—world military 
expenditure as a share of world Gross Domestic Product (GDP)—fell by 0.1 percentage points, 
from 2.3% in 2020 to 2.2% in 2021. 

WHAT IS SIPRI? 
o The SIPRI is an independent international institute dedicated to research into conflict, 

armaments, arms control and disarmament. 

o It was established in 1966 in Stockholm (Sweden) 

WHAT IS THE SCENARIO OF THE WORLD? 

o Top Spenders: 

• The five largest spenders in 2021 were the US, China, India, the UK and Russia. 

• They accounted together for 62% of expenditure and the US and China alone 

accounted for 52%. 

o Asia and Oceania: 

• The military spending in Asia and Oceania totaled USD586 billion in 2021. 

▪ Spending in the region was 3.5% higher than in 2020, continuing an 

uninterrupted upward trend dating back to at least 1989. 

▪ The increase in 2021 was due primarily to growth in Chinese and Indian 

military spending. 
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❖ Together, the two countries accounted for 63% of total military 

expenditure in the region in 2021. 

o Increased Spending in Russia: 

• Russia increased its military expenditure by 2.9% in 2021, to USD65.9 billion, at a time 

when it was building up its forces along the Ukrainian border. 

o NATO Members Spending: 

• Eight European North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) members reached the 

Alliance’s target of spending 2% or more of GDP on their armed forces in 2021. 

▪ This is one fewer than in 2020 but up from two in 2014. 

WHAT ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS ABOUT INDIA? 

o India’s military spending of USD76.6 billion ranked third highest in the world. 

• This was up by 0.9% from 2020 and by 33% from 2012. 

o Amid ongoing tensions and border disputes with China and Pakistan that occasionally spill over 
into armed clashes, India has prioritized the modernization of its armed forces and self-
reliance in arms production. 

o In a drive to strengthen the indigenous arms industry, 64% of capital outlays in the 2021 Indian 
military budget were earmarked for acquisitions of domestically produced arms. 

 

Source: TH 
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