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SRI AUROBINDO
GS1 - Modern Indian History

In News
India is all set to celebrate the 150th birth anniversary of Sri
Aurobindo.
ABOUT AUROBINDO GHOSE
o He is popularly known as yogi Rishi Aurobindo.
o He was a revolutionary, nationalist, poet, educationist and
philosopher.
o Birth: He was born on August 15, 1872, in Calcutta to Shri
Krishnadhan Ghosh.
 His father was a rich doctor from Calcutta.
o Early life and Education: At the age of seven he was taken to
England for education.
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 There he studied at St. Paul's School, London, and at
King's College, Cambridge
Roles played as a
 Service officer and professor:
 He became a state service officer on his return to
India in 1893.
He worked for the next thirteen years in the Princely State of
Baroda in the service of the Maharaja and as a professor at
Baroda College.
Revolutionary:
 He also joined a revolutionary society and took a leading
role in secret preparations for an uprising against the
British Government in India.
leader of the Nationalist movement.
 In 1906, soon after the Partition of Bengal, Sri Aurobindo
quit his post in Baroda and went to Calcutta, where he
soon became one of the leaders of the Nationalist
movement.
He was the first political leader in India to openly put forward,
in his newspaper Bande Mataram, the idea of complete
independence for the country.
Prosecuted twice for sedition and once for conspiracy, he was
released each time for lack of evidence.
Yogi :
 He had begun the practice of Yoga in 1905 in Baroda.
 In 1908 he had the first of several fundamental
spiritual realisations.
 In 1910 he withdrew from politics and went to
Pondicherry in order to devote himself entirely to his
inner spiritual life and work.
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 During his forty years in Pondicherry, he evolved a
new method of spiritual practice, which he
called the Integral Yoga.
Its aim is a spiritual realisation that not only liberates man's
consciousness but also transforms his nature.
In 1926, with the help of his spiritual collaborator, the
Mother, he founded the Sri Aurobindo Ashram.
Literary works:
 He was also a journalist and his first philosophical
magazine called Arya was published in 1914.
 Among his many writings are The Life Divine, The
Synthesis of Yoga and Savitri.
Teachings:
 He propounded a philosophy of divine life on earth
through spiritual evolution.
Death: Aurobindo Ghose died on December 5, 1950.

Source:IE
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HARYANA PREVENTION OF UNLAWFUL CONVERSION
OF RELIGION BILL, 2022
GS 2 - Governance

In News
The Haryana government introduced a Bill in the state Assembly
against religious conversion through force, undue influence or
allurement.
MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BILL
o Section 3 of the Bill
 Makes it clear that no person shall convert or attempt to
convert, either directly or otherwise, any other person
from one religion to another by misrepresentation, use of
force, threat, undue influence, coercion, allurement or by
fraudulent means including the use of digital mode, or by
marriage or for marriage.
o The Bill provides for declaring marriages, which were done
solely for the purpose of conversion from one religion to
another religion, null and void.
 If religion is concealed with an intention to marry, then
the person shall be punished with imprisonment of three

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 06 MARCH 2022

www.mymentorias.com
7293010102

years to 10 years and shall also be liable to pay a fine,
which shall not be less than Rs 3 lakh.
o The mass conversion, contravening to the provisions, shall be
punished with the imprisonment for a term which shall not be
less than five years, which may extend to 10 years, and shall
also be liable to pay a fine not less than Rs 4 lakh.
o Similar Bills have been passed in the past in States such
as Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh.
Freedom of religion in India
o Freedom of religion in India is a fundamental right guaranteed by
Article 25-28 of the Constitution of India.
 Article 25 says that all persons are equally entitled to freedom of
conscience and the right to freely profess, practice, and propagate
religion subject to public order, morality and health.
 Article 26 says that all denominations can manage their own affairs
in matters of religion.
o Indian constitution's preamble was amended in 1976 to state that India
is a secular state.
o Every citizen of India has a right to practice and promote their religion
peacefully.

VARIOUS ISSUES SURROUNDING
o Forcibly converted: Many cases have surfaced in the State of
people being converted through various allurements. Some of
them were even forcibly converted.
o Such incidents not only violate our religious freedom but also
hurt the socio-religious fabric of society.
o Incidents of ‘love jihad’ have started taking place in a few
places of Haryana.
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 Love jihad is an expression referred to alleged attempts
by Muslim men to force Hindu women to change their
faith, frequently through allurement, promise of marriage
or coercion.
o Opposition called the Bill “unconstitutional” and termed it
the government’s attempt to create a divide in the society on
the basis of religion.
o Such incidents not only infringe the freedom of religion of
the persons so converted but also militate against the secular
fabric of our society.
ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF THE BILL
o There’s no mention of any religion in the Bill and it pertains
to only forcible conversions.
o It does not stop anyone who is willingly converting provided
that the person submits an application for wilful conversion to
the District Magistrate.
 If any person has an objection to this conversion, then
they can file their objection in writing within 30 days.
 The District Magistrate shall investigate and
decide whether the conversion is intended to be in
contravention of Section 3.
 If the District Magistrate comes to the conclusion that the
intended conversion is in contravention of Section 3, then
he shall decline the intended conversion by passing a
reasoned order.
Source:TH
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DAYLIGHT HARVESTING TECHNOLOGY
GS 3 - Indigenisation of Technology

In News
Recently ,Skyshade Daylights Private Limited – the only Start-up
company in India for Daylight Harvesting Technologies signed an
MoU with Technology Development Board.
 TDB (Technology Development Board) is a statutory body of
the Department of Science & Technology.
ABOUT
o The Ministry of Science & Technology will give Rs 5 Crore of
the 10 Crore project to Skyshade company for developing new
technologies for basement illumination on a 24x7 basis.
o The unique start-up is engaged in roots starting with design &
build operations of large skylight domes for building atriums
and solar thermal technologies.
o The start-up has also come up with two more innovative
solutions comprising:
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 Human centric-climate adaptive building facades
 Central integrated daylighting system
 The two above mentioned systems will give a new
horizon to the daylighting. These innovations are
easily affordable, adaptable and economically viable
o The company has proposed a complete solution for Daylight
Harvesting through their technologies to reduce carbon
footprint and improve the building energy efficiency.
o The company aims to create Green & Net zero buildings and
to participate and contribute in national missions under
the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC).
WHAT IS DAYLIGHT HARVESTING TECHNOLOGY?

o Daylighting is basically bringing natural sunlight inside the
rooms.
o Daylight Harvesting is one of the most advanced techniques
used in sustainable lighting designs for contemporary
buildings.
o It automatically adjusts the brightness of light in conjecture
to the amount of light available in that space.
o The solar energy spectrum has 45% energy as visible light and
this can be used to harvest building illumination for about 911 hours a day.
 The Technology used is completely indigenous,
economically viable and easy to deploy and needs
minimal maintenance with longevity.
 Moreover, the proposed technologies, harvest huge
quantities of sunlight for a building and make
available for building illumination which reduces
electrical lighting energy consumption by 70-80%,
besides reducing air-conditioning (cooling load)
consumption.
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o Benefits
o The renewable energy sector in India is expanding with the
ever-increasing need of energy.
o Lighting is a fundamental requirement of daily life. Daylight is
available universally and it is a very clean and cost-efficient
source of energy.
 Meeting energy requirements during the day by using
daylight
harvesting
technology will contribute
immensely to meet one of the commitments of the five
nectars of “PANCHAMRIT” i.e., to make India a Net Zero
emission country by 2070.
o India’s targets are set – an ambitious target to achieve a
capacity of 175 GW of its energy requirement from renewable
energy sources by the end of this year and further, committed
to achieve 500 GW by 2030.
 The daylight harvesting technology will be the next step
towards a sustainable future.
The Other initiatives to Promote Energy Efficiency
o Standards and Labelling
 It was initiated in 2006 to provide the consumer an informed
choice about the energy saving and thereby the cost saving
potential of the relevant marketed product.
o Energy Conservation Building Codes (ECBC)
 It was developed by the Govt. of India for new commercial
buildings on 27th May 2007. ECBC sets minimum energy standards
for new commercial buildings having a connected load of 100kW
or contract demand of 120 KVA and above.
o School Education Program  The Bureau of Energy Efficiency is implementing the Students
Capacity Building Programme under Energy Conservation
awareness scheme for XII five year plan and intends to prepare
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the text/material on Energy Efficiency and Conservation for its
proposed incorporation in the existing science syllabi and science
text books of NCERT for classes 6th to 10th.
o Human Resource Development (HRD)  The potential for improvement of energy efficiency of processes
and equipment through awareness creation is vast.
 A sound policy for creation, retention and up gradation of
skills of Human Resources is very crucial for penetration of
energy efficient technologies and practices in various sectors.
o National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE)
 It is one of the eight missions under the National Action Plan on
Climate Change (NAPCC).
 It aims to strengthen the market for energy efficiency by creating
conducive regulatory and policy regime and has envisaged
fostering innovative and sustainable business models to the
energy efficiency sector.
o National Energy Conservation Awards
 The annual energy conservation awards recognize innovation and
achievements in energy conservation by the industries, buildings,
zonal railways, state designated agencies; manufacturers of BEE
star labelled appliances, electricity distribution companies,
municipalities and raise awareness that energy conservation plays
a big part in India’s response to reducing global warming through
energy savings.
Source:PIB
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‘GENERAL CONSENT’ FOR CBI
GS 2 - Statutory, Regulatory & Various Quasi-judicial Bodies

In News
Recently ,Meghalaya has withdrawn consent to the CBI to
investigate cases in the state, becoming the ninth state in the
country to have taken this step.
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o The CBI is governed by The Delhi Special Police Establishment
(DSPE) Act, 1946, and it must mandatorily obtain the consent
of the state government concerned before beginning to
investigate a crime in a state.
 Section 6 of The DSPE Act (“Consent of State Government
to exercise of powers and jurisdiction”) says: “Nothing
contained in section 5 (titled “Extension of powers and
jurisdiction of special police establishment to other
areas”) shall be deemed to enable any member of the
Delhi Special Police Establishment to exercise powers
and jurisdiction in any area in a State, not being a Union
territory or railway area, without the consent of the
Government of that State
o The CBI’s position is in this respect different from that of the
National Investigation Agency (NIA), which is governed by
The NIA Act, 2008, and has jurisdiction across the country.
o The consent of the state government to CBI can be either
case-specific or general.
 General consent is normally given by states to help
the CBI in seamless investigation of cases of corruption
against central government employees in their states.
 This is consent by default, in the absence of which the CBI
would have to apply to the state government in every
case, and before taking even small actions.
WHICH STATES HAVE WITHDRAWN CONSENT, AND WHY?
o Traditionally, almost all states have given CBI general consent.
However, since 2015 onward, several states have begun to
act differently.
o Before Meghalaya’s action ,eight other states had withdrawn
consent to the CBI:
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 Maharashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Kerala, and Mizoram. All these states
except Mizoram and Meghalaya are ruled by the anti-BJP
opposition.
 The first state to withdraw consent was Mizoram in
2015.
o At the time of withdrawing consent, all states alleged that the
central government was using the CBI to unfairly target the
opposition.
IMPLICATIONS OF WITHDRAWAL OF GENERAL CONSENT
o No registration of fresh cases :
 It means the CBI will not be able to register any fresh
case involving officials of the central government or a
private person in the state without the consent of the
state government.
o Loss of power
 CBI officers will lose all powers of a police officer as soon
as they enter the state unless the state government has
allowed them.
OTHER ISSUES FACED BY CBI
o After the 2018 amendments to the Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988, the Centre has come to exercise power
over the CBI not just administratively, but also legally.
 In 2018, the government pushed through Parliament
amendments to Section 17A of the Act making it
mandatory for the CBI to seek the Centre’s
permission before registering a case of corruption
against any government servant.
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 Earlier, the Centre had mandated that such
permission was required only for officials of the
level of joint secretary and higher.
 The amendments were brought after the
Supreme Court struck down the government’s
directive.
o The 2018 amendment virtually means the agency can
investigate only the officers that the government of the day
wants investigated.
 In fact, corruption cases registered by the CBI dropped by
over 40 per cent between 2017 and 2019.
OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR CBI

o The CBI could use the Calcutta HC order to register a fresh
case in any state.
 Alternatively, it could file a case in Delhi and continue to
investigate people inside these states.
 Calcutta High Court ruled in a case of illegal coal
mining and cattle smuggling being investigated by
the CBI, that the central agency cannot be stopped
from probing an employee of the central
government in another state.
 The order has been challenged in the Supreme
Court.
 In Vinay Mishra vs the CBI, Calcutta HC ruled in July
2021 that corruption cases must be treated equally
across the country, and a central government
employee could not be “distinguished” just because
his office was located in a state that had withdrawn
general consent.
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 The HC also said that withdrawal of consent would
apply in cases where only employees of the state
government were involved.
 The petition had challenged the validity of FIRs
registered by the CBI’s Kolkata branch after the
withdrawal of consent.
o In an order passed on October 11, 2018, Delhi High Court
ruled that the CBI could probe anyone in a state that has
withdrawn general consent, if the case was not registered in
that state.
 The order came on a case of corruption in Chhattisgarh —
the court said that since the case was registered in Delhi,
the CBI did not require prior consent of the Chhattisgarh
government.
 In sum, avenues remain unavailable to the CBI to proceed
even without consent.
o There is ambiguity on whether the CBI can carry out a search
in connection with an old case without the consent of the
state government.
 But the agency has the option to get a warrant from a
local court in the state and conduct the search.
 In case the search requires an element of surprise,
Section 166 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) can
be used, which allows a police officer of one jurisdiction
to ask an officer of another to carry out a search on their
behalf.
 And should the first officer feel that a search carried out
by the latter may lead to loss of evidence, the section
allows the first officer to conduct the search himself after
giving notice to the latter.
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 Finally, consent does not apply in cases where
someone has been caught red-handed taking a
bribe.
WAY AHEAD
o The role, jurisdiction and legal powers of the CBI need to be
clearly laid down.
o It will give it goal clarity, role clarity, autonomy in all spheres.
Source:IE

UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
GS 3 - Biodiversity and Environment

In News
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the world's highest-level
decision-making body with a universal membership of all 193
nations, is celebrating its 50th anniversary.
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UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
o It is the leading global environmental authority established in
1972.
o It sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the
coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of
sustainable development within the United Nations system.
o Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya.
o Major Reports: Emission Gap Report, Global Environment
Outlook, Frontiers, Invest into Healthy Planet.
o Major Campaigns: Beat Poll
Source:PIB
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UNITED NATIONS (UN) HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
GS 2 - International Organisations & Groupings

In News
Recently ,India abstained on a vote at the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva as the Council decided to set up an international
commission of enquiry into Russia’s actions in Ukraine.
ABOUT UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
o It is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations
system responsible for strengthening the promotion and
protection of human rights around the globe and
for addressing situations of human rights violations and
making recommendations on them.
 It replaced the former United Nations Commission on
Human Rights.
o It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues
and situations that require its attention throughout the year.
o It was created by the United Nations General Assembly in
2006.

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 06 MARCH 2022

www.mymentorias.com
7293010102

o It meets at the UN Office in Geneva.
o Membership
 The Council is made up of 47 United Nations Member
States which are elected by the UN General Assembly.
 The Council's Membership is based on equitable
geographical distribution. Seats are distributed as
follows:
 African States: 13 seats
 Asia-Pacific States: 13 seats
 Latin American and Caribbean States: 8 seats
 Western European and other States: 7 seats
 Eastern European States: 6 seats
o Terms : Members of the Council serve for a period of three
years and are not eligible for immediate re-election after
serving two consecutive terms.
o Funding:
 Almost two-thirds of UN Human Rights income comes
from voluntary contributions from the Member States
and other donors.
 The remainder is covered by the UN regular budget.
 The UN regular budget, approved by the General
Assembly, is funded by “assessed contributions” from
each Member State.
 These are determined according to a formula that takes
into account the size and strength of their respective
national economies.
Source:TH
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GS 3 - Species in News

In News
A team of scientists from the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) has
discovered a new gin berry species from the Kanyakumari Wildlife
Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu.


The findings have been published in the latest issue of Nordic
Journal of Botany, published from Sweden .

ABOUT
o The species, named Glycosmis albicarpa with a distinct large
white fruit.
o It is endemic to the southern Western Ghats. The species
belongs to the Orange family, Rutaceae.
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o Berries of Glycosmis species have the unique characteristic of
‘gin aroma’ and have gained in popularity as an edible fruit.
o The species is also a larval host plant for butterflies like other
species of Glycosmis
o The flowering,
natural
regeneration
and
seedling
recruitment of this taxon is found to be fairly good within the
locality, while habitat modification causes a major threat to
the survival of this species.
o Usage :
 Many of the related plants of these taxonomic groups are
being utilised for their medicinal values and food.
o Most commonly related species of these plants are collected
from the wild, mainly for local use as food and medicine.
Source:TH
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GS 3 - Indigenisation of Technology

In News
Recently the KAVACH System was showcased on South Central
Railway .
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ABOUT KAVACH SYSTEM
o 'Kavach' literally means armour, is an indigenously developed
Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system by Research Design
and Standards Organisation (RDSO) in collaboration with
Indian industry .
o It is a set of electronic devices and Radio Frequency
Identification devices
installed
in
locomotives,
in
the signalling system as well the tracks, that talk to each
other using ultra high radio frequencies to control the brakes
of trains and also alert drivers, all based on the logic
programmed into them.
o It is meant to provide protection by preventing trains from
passing the signal at Danger (Red) and avoiding collision.
 It activates the train braking system automatically if the
driver fails to control the train as per the speed
restrictions.
 In addition, it prevents collisions between two
Locomotives equipped with a functional KAVACH system.
o It is one of the cheapest, Safety Integrity Level 4 (SIL4) certified technologies with the probability of error is 1 in
10,000 years.
o Also, it opens avenues of export of this indigenous
technology for Railways.
o Features of KAVACH
 Prevention of Signal Passing at Danger (SPAD)
 Continuous update of Movement Authority with display
of signal aspects in Driver Machine Interface (DMI) / Loco
Pilot operation cum Indication Panel (LPOCIP)
 Automatic Braking for Prevention of Over Speeding
 Auto Whistling while approaching Level Crossing Gates
 Prevention of collision between two Locomotives
equipped with functional KAVACH
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 SoS Messages during emergency situations
 Centralised live monitoring of Train movements through
Network Monitor System.
o Kavach' will be deployed across the entire rail network
beginning with 2,000 km in the 2022-23 fiscal and will be
rolled out in 4,000 to 5,000 km every subsequent year,
Source:IE

VILLAGE DEFENCE GROUPS FOR JK
GS 3 - Internal Security
In News
Recently, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has given a nod to
the formation of village defence groups (VDGs) in Jammu and
Kashmir.
ABOUT VILLAGE DEFENCE COMMITTEES (VDCS)

o History:
 The VDCs were constituted in 1995 in 10 districts of
the Jammu region to fight militants in far-off
places.
 Around 26,567 locals were recruited into them.
o Reason for Disbandment:
 Most of the VDCs were disbanded by the previous
governments following allegations of misuse of
weapons in several cases.
o New Structure:
 The members of the Village Defence Groups will be
designated as Village Defence Guards.
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 People will work as soldiers without uniforms on
the ground.
o Pay Scale:
 In more vulnerable areas, the order stated that
persons (V1 category) who shall be leading/
coordinating the VDG would be paid ?4,500 per
month ;
 Other persons (V2 category) who are members of
these VDGs on a voluntary basis will be paid a
uniform rate of ?4,000 per month.
o Benefits:
 VDGs will use available resources on the ground at
the optimum.
 These groups will keep them well motivated and in
a state of preparedness.
Source: HT
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1) Consider the following statements regarding Karewas:
1. They are highly fertile alluvial soil deposits, that remain tucked
in the folds of the Pir Panjal Range of the Himalayas.
2. Karewas are found in abundance at the confluence of the river
Ganges and the Terai region in the state of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : a
2) Consider the following statements with respect to Oral Cancer:
1. It appears as a growth or sore in the mouth that is permanent.
2. Oral cancer occurs only on the floor of the mouth, cheeks, and
sinuses.
3. One of the reasons for oral cancer is Fusobacterium which is
sexually transmitted.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect?
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 2 and 3 only
c. 1 and 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
Answer : b
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3) Consider the following statements:
1. They have an upturned snout and are webbed with only four
claws.
2. Males have longer and thicker tails but are smaller in size
when compared to females.
3. The Male turns completely black during the breeding season
and the species is omnivorous in nature.
Identify the species.
a. River Terrapin
b. Hognose Viper
c. Himalayan Griffon
d. Spider Monkey
Answer : a
4) Consider the following statement(s) regarding the No-Fly-Zones:
1. Bosnia and Herzegovina were the two air spaces over which
the no-fly-zone concept was first implemented.
2. The right to announce an air space as a no-fly zone at the time
of the conflict lies only with the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC).
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : d
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5) Consider the following statements regarding the humanitarian
corridors:

1. They are demilitarized zones for a specific time in a specific
area when both sides of an armed conflict agree on a
ceasefire.
2. Humanitarian corridors can only be used to evacuate the
civilians caught up in the conflict zone.
3. Only the United Nations has the authority to mediate between
the two sides for a humanitarian corridor.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 1 only
c. 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
Answer : b

