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QUAD LEADERS' VIRTUAL MEET 
GS 2 - India & Foreign Relations 

 

In News 

In the recent meeting, QUAD leaders discussed the ongoing conflict 
and humanitarian crisis in Ukraine and assessed its broader 
implications.  

MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MEETING  

o Among the four countries, India has been the only one to 
abstain on Ukraine-related resolutions criticising Russia in the 
United Nations, which has led to considerable consternation in 
the West. 

o New humanitarian assistance and disaster relief mechanism 

 India publicly set aside their differences on the issue of 
Ukraine and agreed to establish a “new humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief mechanism” which will 
provide a channel for communication as they each 
address and respond to the crisis in Ukraine. 

 It will enable the QUAD to meet future humanitarian 
challenges in the Indo-Pacific and provide a channel for 
communication as they each address and respond to the 
crisis in Ukraine. 

https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-2-112
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/India-%26-Foreign-Relations-160
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o Unilateral changes to the status quo by force or coercion like 
the recent Russian aggression against Ukraine are 
unacceptable in the Indo-Pacific region. 

o The West views this as condoning Russia’s actions and 
applying double standards while India raises the issue of 
“territorial integrity and sovereignty” when it comes to China. 

o This is India’s diplomatic dilemma, which is because of India’s 
strategic ties with Russia and its dependence on Russia for 
military supplies 60 to 70 per cent of India’s military hardware 
is of Russian-origin. 

 This is extremely crucial at a time when India has an 
ongoing border standoff with China. 

o India’s worry remains its 20,000 Indian students and 
nationals, many of them who live close to the Ukraine-Russia 
border. 

 Many of these students are enrolled in the medical 
colleges of Ukraine. 

 India has also emphasized that it was concerned about 
the safety and security of civilians. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RECENT MEETING  

o They reaffirmed their dedication to the QUAD as a 
mechanism to promote regional stability and prosperity. 

o The coming together of the Quad leaders and the 
demonstration of unity, despite the divergence of views on 
the Russia-Ukraine crisis, also underlined their common 
position on the Chinese challenge. 

o They reaffirm their commitment to a free and open Indo-
Pacific, in which the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all 
states is respected and countries are free from military, 
economic, and political coercion. 
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 India underlined that the Quad must remain focused on 
its core objective of promoting peace, stability and 
prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region. 

o This was a clear reference to China’s belligerence and 
aggressive activities in the Indo-Pacific region from the India-
China boundary to the South China Sea to economic coercion 
against Australia. 

o They also discussed other topical issues, including the 
situation in Southeast Asia, the Indian Ocean region and the 
Pacific Islands. 

ABOUT QUAD 

o It is also known as Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD). 
o QUAD is an informal group of India, the US, Japan and 

Australia. 
o It is a strategic dialogue with the objective to ensure a free, 

open, inclusive and prosperous Indo Pacific. 
o Shared values between the nations are: 

 Political democracies 

 Market economies 

 Pluralistic societies 
o Timeline: 

 2007: Japanese PM Shinzo Abe mooted the idea of 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 

 Could not materialize due to the reluctance of 
Australia 

 December 2012: Shinzo Abe again initiated a concept 
of Asia’s Democratic Security Diamond, involving 
Australia, India, Japan and the US. 

 The aim was to safeguard the maritime commons 
from the Indian Ocean to the western Pacific. 
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 November 2017: QUAD Coalition was finally given a 
present-day form with the active participation of India, 
the US, Australia and Japan. 

 The aim was to keep critical sea routes open and 
free for navigation in the Indo-Pacific. 

 Foreign ministers of the four countries held their first 
meeting under the ‘Quad’ framework in New York in 
September 2019. 

IMPORTANCE OF QUAD FOR INDIA 

o Countering Chinese Influence: Recent stand-offs on the Indo-
China Border and the reluctance of Russia to step in and build 
pressure is forcing India to look for alternatives. 

o Post-COVID Diplomacy: The disruption across the world and 
non-transparent systems of China pose an opportunity for 
India to take lead and become the World's Manufacturing 
Hub. 

 India can leverage its expertise in the vaccine and 
pharma industry to increase its soft power. 

 Further, Japan and the US want to shift their 
manufacturing companies out of China in order to curb 
its imperialistic behavior. 

o Net Security Provider in the Indian Ocean: India under 
the SAGAR initiative wants to become a net security provider 
in the Indian Ocean. 

 QUAD cooperation may give India access to multiple 
strategic locations for creating Naval bases. 

o Multipolar World: India has supported a rule-based multipolar 
world and QUAD can help it in achieving its ambition of 
becoming a regional superpower. 
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CHALLENGES BEFORE QUAD 

o Formal opposition by China: China has formally intimated its 
displeasure over the QUAD meetings. 

 It is being termed as Asian NATO. 
o Trade and Supply Chains: As seen recently, China is trying to 

leverage its position in Trade and Commerce to arm-twist 
other nations especially China and Japan. 

 Recently, MV Anastasia, an Australian coal-carrying ship 
was stranded for more than a month on the Chinese 
Coast. Even Indian Sailors got trapped in that. 

 China threatened to stop the supply of rare earth metals 
to the Japanese electronic industry. 

 The Corona pandemic disrupted the Global supply chain 
due to lockdown in China. 

o Chinese Closeness to ASEAN: With the signing of Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), ASEAN and 
China have come further close. 

o Cheque Book Diplomacy of China: The One Belt One Road 
Initiative, Maritime Silk Route, Unsustainable Debt and Project 
Fundings, etc are being deployed by China to attract small 
nations. 

o Different Aspirations of QUAD Nations: QUAD’s coherence 
may suffer due to 

 India’s bid to balance QUAD and RIC (Russia, India and 
China), 

 The reluctance shown by Australia for QUAD in past, 

 Japan and the US are seeking their own economic 
interests with China. 

 Also there is a lack of coherence on the definition of Indo-
Pacific. 
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WAY FORWARD 

o India emphasized the need to return to a path of dialogue 
and diplomacy. This has been the consistent Indian position 
over the long period. 

o India reiterated the importance of adhering to the UN 
Charter, international law and respect for sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. 

o India called for concrete and practical forms of cooperation 
within the QUAD in areas like humanitarian and disaster 
relief, debt sustainability, supply chains, clean energy, 
connectivity and capacity-building. 

o India has asked “all sides” to intensify diplomatic efforts to 
reach for an amicable solution at the earliest. 

 This is again a time-tested line of India’s, where it doesn’t 
blame one side or the other for not being cooperative. 

Source: TH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 05 MARCH 2022 www.mymentorias.com 
7293010102 

 

WHAT ARE CLUSTER BOMBS AND THERMOBARIC 
WEAPONS? 

GS 3 - Developments, Applications & Effects on Everyday Life 

 

In Context  

Human rights groups Amnesty International and Human Rights 
Watch accused Russia of using cluster bombs and vacuum bombs 
in the ongoing war. 

 

 

https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-3-172
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Developments%2C-Applications-%26-Effects-on-Everyday-Life-208
https://www.nextias.com/current-affairs/25-02-2022/russian-aggression-on-ukraine
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WHAT ARE CLUSTER MUNITIONS? 

o According to the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions, a 
cluster munition means a “conventional munition that 
is designed to disperse or release explosive sub 
munitions each weighing less than 20 kilograms, and includes 
those explosive sub munitions”. 

o Essentially, cluster munitions are non-precision weapons that 
are designed to injure or kill human beings indiscriminately 
over a large area, and to destroy vehicles and 
infrastructure such as runways, railway or power transmission 
lines.  

o They can be dropped from an aircraft or launched in a 
projectile that spins in flight, scattering many bomblets as it 
travels. 

o Many of these bomblets end up not exploding, but continue 
to lie on the ground, often partially or fully hidden and difficult 
to locate and remove, posing a threat to the civilian 
population for long after the fighting has ceased.  

 The unexploded cluster bombs also pose major long-
term environmental damages, as their chemicals can 
severely contaminate ground water and soil 
compositions.  

WHAT IS A THERMOBARIC WEAPON? 

o Thermobaric weapons — also known as aerosol bombs, fuel 
air explosives, or vaccum bombs . 

o These are called vacuum bombs as they suck in oxygen from 
surrounding areas to generate high-voltage explosions.  

 The blast wave is of a greater intensity and duration than 
conventional bombs and can vapourise humans. 

o The weapons can be fired as rockets from tank-mounted 
launchers or dropped from aircraft.  
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o The thermobaric bomb involves a two-stage munition.  

 The first stage converts carbon-based fuel into minute 
metal particulates, which are discharged as an aerosol.  

 The second part detonates the aerosol, converting it into 
a huge fireball and simultaneously creating an impactful 
shock wave. Inside this shock wave, a vacuum is created, 
which draws in the nearby oxygen and exponentially 
enhances the severity of the explosion. 

o Thermobaric bombs are devastating and effective in urban 
areas or open conditions, and can penetrate bunkers and 
other underground locations, starving the occupants of 
oxygen.  

o There is very little that can protect humans and other life 
forms from their blast and incendiary effects. 

IS IT LEGAL TO USE THESE WEAPONS? 

o Countries that have ratified the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions are prohibited from using cluster bombs.  

 As of date, there are 110 state parties to the convention, 
and 13 other countries have signed up but are yet to 
ratify it. Neither Russia nor Ukraine are signatories. 

o Vacuum bombs are not prohibited by any international law 
or agreement, but their use against civilian populations in 
built-up areas, schools or hospitals, could attract action under 
the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907. 

o Amnesty International said international humanitarian law 
prohibits the use of inherently indiscriminate weapons such 
as cluster munitions.  

 Launching indiscriminate attacks that kill or injure 
civilians constitutes a war crime, 
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Earlier stances of usage 

o Crude versions of thermobaric weapons were developed by 
Germany during World War II.  

o Western states, as well as the Soviet Union and latterly Russia, 
have used them since the 1960s. 

WHY ARE SOME WEAPONS BANNED, EVEN IN WAR? 

o Although thermobaric weapons are not yet unequivocally 
banned, there are several points that argue against their 
development and use. 

o International humanitarian law stipulates what is and is not 
permissible during warfare.  

o There has long been an understanding that even wars have 
their limits: while some weapons are considered legal, others 
are not, precisely because they violate key principles of 
humanitarian law. 

o A new report from Human Rights Watch makes it clear the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine is illegal.  

 It draws on the Geneva Conventions to define the 
illegitimacy of Moscow's actions, including its use or 
potential use of particular weapons. 

 The use of weapons in indiscriminate attacks - those that 
cannot distinguish between combatants and civilians - is 
forbidden by the Geneva Conventions. 

PRESENT STATUS  

o Efforts to ban these weapons have not yet produced a clear 
prohibition. The 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional 
Weapons (commonly called the "Inhumane Weapons 
Convention") addresses incendiary weapons, but states have 
managed to avoid an explicit ban on thermobaric bombs. 
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 In addition to the impacts on civilians, thermobaric 
bombs would cause superfluous injury and unnecessary 
suffering. Under international humanitarian law, they 
should not be used. 

o There is a point at which - even if a war is deemed legitimate 
or "just" - violence must not involve weapons that are 
excessively cruel or inhumane 

 If a weapon is likely to prolong the agony of soldiers (or 
civilians) or result in superfluous and 

  unacceptable injuries, theoretically its use is not 
permitted.  

WAY FORWARD  

o It is these very real dangers that led 122 states at the United 
Nations to vote in favour of developing the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 2017. 

o The war in Ukraine is the latest reminder that we must act to 
eliminate thermobaric, cluster, and nuclear weapons, under 
strict international control. 

 The stakes are simply too high to allow these dangers to 
remain. 

Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) 

o Adopted on 30 May 2008, signed on 3 December 2008 and 
entered into force on 1 August 2010 

o The Convention prohibits all use, production, transfer and 
stockpiling of cluster munitions. 

o Separate articles in the Convention concern destruction of 
stockpiles, clearance of contaminated areas, assistance to 
victims, submission of transparency reports, and adoption 
of domestic legislation. 

o Its implementation contributes to advancing the 
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achievement of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, the 
promotion of international peace and security, human rights 
and international humanitarian law. 

Source:IE 

INCREASE IN TRADE & CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT 
GS 3 - Indian Economy & Related Issues 

 

In News 

India’s trade deficit, which shot back up to $21.2 billion, is expected 
to stay elevated in coming months and the current account deficit 
could widen to 2.6% of GDP in 2022-23 from 1.7% of GDP this year. 

WHAT IS TRADE DEFICIT? 

o It refers to a situation where the country’s import dues exceed 
the receipts from the exports. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-cluster-bombs-thermobaric-weapons-russia-ukraine-war-7797978/
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-3-172
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Indian-Economy-%26-Related-Issues-173
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o Trade deficit arises in the course of international trade when 
the payments for imports exceed the receipts from export 
trade. 

o A trade deficit is also referred to as a negative balance of 
trade. 

WHAT IS CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT (CAD)? 

o It is the shortfall between the money flowing in on exports, 
and the money flowing out on imports. 

o It measures the gap between the money received into and 
sent out of the country on the trade of goods and services and 
also the transfer of money from domestically-owned factors of 
production abroad. 

o It is slightly different from the Balance of Trade, which 
measures only the gap in earnings and expenditure on exports 
and imports of goods and services. 

 Whereas, the current account also factors in the 
payments from domestic capital deployed overseas. 

 For example, rental income from an Indian owning a 
house in the UK would be computed in the Current 
Account, but not in the Balance of Trade. 

REASONS OF SURGE IN TD & CAD 

o The surge in oil prices, amid a pickup in domestic demand, will 
significantly enhance India’s import bill. 

o Aided by the broader rise in commodities and fertilizers. 
o Anticipation that gold imports will remain high as investors 

look to hedge against market volatility and inflation. 
o The situation is especially aggravated by the ongoing Russia-

Ukraine conflict. 

Source: TH 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/indias-trade-deficit-likely-to-stay-high-current-account-deficit-to-widen-nomura/article65186518.ece
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GLOBAL CHIP SHORTAGE SITUATION 
GS 3 - Science & Technology 

 

In Context  

 The Russia-Ukraine conflict is likely to aggravate the 
global semiconductor shortage as the two countries are major 
suppliers of raw materials critical to chip production. 

 Russia supplies the global semiconductor industry with 
rare metals, and Ukraine supplies specialty gases required 
by the chipmaking industry.  

MAJOR CAUSES  

o After reaching its peak in 2011, the laptop market 
growth slowed down with the rise of alternatives such as 
smartphones and tablets.  

https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-3-172
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Science-%26-Technology-207
https://www.nextias.com/current-affairs/16-12-2021/program-for-development-of-semiconductors-and-display-manufacturing-ecosystem-in-india
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o Then, the pandemic hit. People switched to work from home, 
children connected to schools through laptops, and get-
togethers happened over video calls. 

  This shift led to a surge in demand for laptops and 
tablets. 

o The stay-at-home rules also made several people pick up 
console-based gaming.  

o The supply of chips for vehicles and electronic goods have 
been under tremendous stress for the past year because of 
the pandemic. 

o The ongoing war might have massive ramifications in the 
already acute semiconductor chip shortage scenario. 

o A lingering conflict between Russia and Ukraine can quickly 
exhaust thin semiconductor inventories, disrupting 
production worldwide and affecting the fragile global 
economic recovery. 

 Neon and helium are both gases critical to the 
production of chips, and Russia and Ukraine are both 
major players in the global supply chain—so much that 
neon prices went up more than 10 times following the 
Russian annexation of Crimea in 2014. 

o According to a report by Moody’s Analytics, Ukraine supplies 
rare gases used to produce semiconductor fab lasers, and 
Russia exports rare metals like palladium to make 
semiconductors.  

 This combination is required to build chipsets that power 
a range of devices, from automobiles to smartphones. 

o Russia and South Africa are the two largest producers of 
palladium. In 2021, Russia supplied 2.35 million ounces (66 
million grams) of palladium. 

 The silvery-white market would move into a severe 
deficit without those supplies, pushing the price up. 
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While platinum and rhodium could be substituted for 
palladium, Russia is also a leading producer of the other 
platinum group metals. 

 Palladium is used in nearly all electronic devices, and 
the metal is a key to make chipsets and circuit 
boards. It is used to make multi-layer ceramic 
capacitors (MLCCs), which are important to make 
smartphone screens, stereo systems, and power 
circuit breakers. 

 Palladium is often used as an alternative to gold in 
making various devices as the metal is highly 
malleable and resistant to corrosion.  

IMPLICATIONS 

o The stress could potentially impact the manufacturing of 
automobiles and electronic equipment in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

o The iron ore, semi finished iron and iron bars are among the 
four largest commodities imported by the Asia-Pacific region  
from Ukraine. 

o  If the Russia-Ukraine conflict drags on, chipmakers in Taiwan, 
South Korea, Japan, China and other countries will feel the 
impact.  

 This will likely result in higher chip prices and longer lead 
times moving forward. 

o Some companies have reportedly started discarding features 
and high-end electronic capabilities on a temporary basis to 
deal with the chip shortage.  

o India : 

 India is worried about the impact of the war between 
Russia and Ukraine on the country’s trade with the two 
neighbours. 
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HOW ARE BUSINESSES AND GOVERNMENTS ADAPTING TO THESE 
CHANGES? 

o The global semiconductor market is projected to grow by 
8.8% to US$ 601 billion, driven by a double-digit growth of the 
sensors and logic category, according to data from World 
Semiconductor Trade Statistics (WSTS). 

o And with the recent trends in electric mobility, automotive 
safety, and Internet of Things (IoT), the demand for 
semiconductors is only going to grow. 

  But this growth is coming at a time when products are 
being built on global supply chains. So, businesses are 
investing their offshoring plans.  

 They are considering ‘reshoring’ as an option to be 
shielded from global supply chain disruptions. 

o Reshoring production can create improvements that may 
help in the event of a shortage.  

o For one, it is much easier to control production aspects like 
quality and control processes for onshore manufacturing.  

o There are also fewer governmental restrictions when 
production is held onshore. There are also benefits for the 
local community when manufacturing is done locally. 

o The U.S. government is looking to pass the CHIPS Act, a law 
that would provide semiconductor firms with $52 billion in 
subsidies to advance chip making in the country. 

o At the other end of the spectrum is government support to 
provide a conducive environment for businesses to set up 
facilities to build semiconductor factories. 

o India recently cleared a ?76,000-crore scheme to incentivise 
companies to design and make semiconductors. 

Government Initiatives 

o The Government of India attaches high priority to electronics 



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 05 MARCH 2022 
www.mymentorias.com 

7293010102 

 

hardware manufacturing and it is one of the important pillars of both 
the “Make in India” and “Digital India” programme 

o PLI scheme for large scale electronics manufacturing launched by the 
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) in April 
2020 has been extended from the existing five years band (FY21-FY25) 
to six years (FY21-FY26). 

o In September 2021, India started discussions with Taiwan to alleviate 
the global semiconductor chip shortage.   

o Scheme for Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronic Components 
and Semiconductors (SPECS): it helps offset the disability for domestic 
manufacturing of electronic components and semiconductors to 
strengthen the electronics manufacturing ecosystem in the country. 

 It provides a financial incentive of 25% on capital expenditure for 
the identified list of electronic goods that comprise downstream 
value chain of electronic products, i.e., electronic components, 
semiconductor/ display fabrication units, ATMP units, specialised 
sub-assemblies and capital goods for the manufacture of 
aforesaid goods, all of which involve high value-added 
manufacturing.   

o Modified Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme: The 
EMC 2.0 Scheme provides financial assistance for the setting up of 
both EMC projects and Common Facility Centres (CFCs) across the 
country. The Scheme is open for receipt of applications for 3 years 
from the date of notification. A further period of 5 years is available for 
disbursement of funds to the approved projects. 

o Program for Development of Semiconductors and Display 
Manufacturing Ecosystem in India aims to provide a globally 
competitive incentive package to companies in semiconductors and 
display manufacturing as well as design. 

 The program will give an impetus to semiconductor and display 
manufacturing by facilitating capital support and technological 
collaborations. 
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CONCLUSION & WAY FORWARD  

o Business strategies and government policies could help in 
solving the chip crunch in the long-run, the current 
semiconductor shortage is here to stay with us in the near-
term. 

o The present shortage of inputs, especially semiconductor 
chips in the automobile industry seems to be a temporary 
phase. Various initiatives of the government like Production 
Linked Incentive scheme will provide a much needed trigger. 

o The Prime Minister’s call for an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, have 
rejuvenated hopes of a rise of the indigenous electronics 
industry, gradually allowing India to be truly self-sufficient. 

o Recently ,the government had stressed the need for India to 
be self-sufficient in critical areas such as semiconductor 
manufacturing as the pandemic and rising geopolitical 
tensions exposed the fragility of global supply chains, adding 
that India has committed almost $10 billion to promote 
semiconductor manufacturing in the country. 

Source:TH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/the-russian-invasion-is-making-the-global-chip-shortage-situation-worse/article65183693.ece
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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF 
CHILD RIGHTS (NCPCR) 

GS 2 - Statutory, Regulatory & Various Quasi-judicial Bodies 

 

In News 

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
celebrated its 17th Foundation Day. 

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS 
(NCPCR) 

o It was set up in March 2007 under the Commissions for 
Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, an Act of 
Parliament (December 2005).  

o It is a statutory body under the administrative control of the 
Ministry of Women & Child Development.  

o This commission has a chairperson and six members of which 
at least two should be women. 

o The Commission's Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies, 
Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are in 
consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in 

https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-2-112
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Statutory%2C-Regulatory-%26-Various-Quasi-judicial-Bodies-136
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the Constitution of India and also the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.  

 The Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 18 years age 
group. 

o The Commission visualises a rights-based perspective flowing 
into National Policies and Programmes, along with nuanced 
responses at the State, District and Block levels, taking care 
of specificity and strengths of each region.  

Source:PIB 

NATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE (NDRF) 
GS 2 - Statutory, Regulatory & Various Quasi-judicial Bodies 

 

In News  

Recently, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) has sent 
relief material to Ukraine. 

ABOUT  

o Established in 2006, NDRF is the world's single largest 
force dedicated to disaster response. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1802100
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-2-112
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Statutory%2C-Regulatory-%26-Various-Quasi-judicial-Bodies-136
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o It is functioning under the Ministry of Home Affairs, within 
the overall command, control and leadership of the Director-
General. 

ORGANISATION: 

o At present, the NDRF consists of 15 battalions from the BSF, 
CISF, CRPF, ITBP, SSB and Assam Rifles. 

o Each battalion has 18 self-contained specialist search and 
rescue teams of 45 personnel each including 
engineers, technicians, electricians, dog squads and 
medical/paramedics.  

FUNCTIONS: 

o It is a multi-skilled and high-tech force that effectively 
responds to all types of natural and man-made disasters, 
including building collapses, landslides, devastating floods, and 
cyclones. 

  It is strategically deployed across the nation as per the 
vulnerability profile of the country. 

  The swift and effective response of NDRF during 
Japan Triple Disaster-2011 and Nepal Earthquake 
2015 was acclaimed globally. 

Source:PIB 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1802367
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ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK 
(AIIB) 

GS 2 - International Organisations & Groupings 

 

In News  

Recently, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has said that 
it has put on hold and is reviewing all activities relating to Russia 
and Belarus in the wake of the current conflict in Ukraine. 

ABOUT ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK (AIIB) 

o China's leader Xi Jinping first proposed an Asian infrastructure 
bank at an APEC summit in Bali in 2013.  

o AIIB began operations in 2016 with 57 founding Members (37 
regional and 20 non regional).  

https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-2-112
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/International-Organisations-%26-Groupings-161
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o Members: It has 105 members and is open to accepting 
additional members. 

 India is a founding member. 
o It is a multilateral development bank with a mission 

to improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and 
beyond. 

o Shareholder & voting right: 

 China is the largest shareholder of the bank with 26.06 
per cent voting rights. 

 India is the second-largest shareholder with 7.5 per 
cent followed by Russia at 5.93 per cent and 
Germany at 4.5 per cent. 

o HQ: Beijing, China. 
o Structure: The bank is headed by a Board of Governors 

composed of one Governor and one Alternate Governor. 

 All powers of the Bank are vested in our Board of 
Governors, which is the highest decision-making body 
under our Articles of Agreement. 

 The bank staff is headed by a President who is elected by 
AIIB shareholders for a five-year term and is eligible for 
re-election once.  

 The President is supported by Senior Management 
including five Vice Presidents for policy and 
strategy, investment operations, finance, 
administration, and the corporate secretariat and 
the General Counsel. 

o Goals: To foster sustainable economic development, create 
wealth and improve infrastructure connectivity in Asia by 
investing in infrastructure and other productive sectors. 

 To promote regional cooperation and partnership in 
addressing development challenges by working in close 
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collaboration with other multilateral and bilateral 
development institutions. 

Source:HT 

DAILY QUIZ 
1) Consider the following statements regarding the city of Kherson: 

1. It is a portal city located in the west of Ukraine, bordering 
Moldova. 

2. It is situated on the Dnieper River that flows into the Black 
Sea. 

3. Apart from Russia and Ukraine, all the countries surrounding 
the Black Sea are members of the NATO. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 and 2 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  2 and 3 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Living Fossils: 

1. They show strong similarity with the species, which had before 
been identified only through the fossil record. 

2. Coelacanth is a species of bird found in the southern parts of 
the African continent. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/war-in-ukraine-china-backed-aiib-freezes-russia-belarus-loans-101646323386681.html
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Answer : a 

 

 

3) Consider the following statements regarding the Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (START): 

1. It is a bilateral treaty between the United States of America 
and Russia on the limitation and reduction of offensive arms. 

2. Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakhstan are party to the START and 
decommissioned all their nuclear weapons. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

 
4) Consider the following statements regarding ‘General Consent’: 

1. The CBI must mandatorily obtain the consent of the state 
government concerned before beginning to investigate a 
crime. 

2. Except the state of West Bengal and Maharashtra, all other 
states have given general consent to the CBI. 

3. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has jurisdiction across 
the country and does not need the consent of the state 
government. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 
a.  1 and 3 only 
b.  2 only 
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c.  3 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

 

5) Consider the following statements regarding the Kavach 
Technology: 

1. It is an automatic train protection system developed in India in 
collaboration with Japan. 

2. It is a set of electronic devices and Radio Frequency 
Identification devices installed in locomotives, in the signaling 
system, and as well the tracks. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

 
 


