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RESOLUTION TO END PLASTIC POLLUTION: UNE
GS 3- Environmental Pollution & Degradation

In News
 Recently, 175 nations endorsed a historic resolution at the UN
Environment Assembly (UNEA-5) in Nairobi to End Plastic
Pollution and forge an international legally binding agreement
by 2024.
 The historic resolution, entitled “End Plastic Pollution:
Towards an internationally legally binding instrument”.
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT ASSEMBLY (UNEA)
o It was created in June 2012, when world leaders called for the UN
Environment to be strengthened and upgraded during the United

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 04 MARCH 2022

o
o
o
o

www.mymentorias.com
7293010102

Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, also referred to as
RIO+20.
It is the world’s highest-level decision-making body on the
environment.
It addresses the critical environmental challenges facing the world
today.
It meets biennially to set priorities for global environmental
policies and develop international environmental law.
Through its resolutions and calls to action, the Assembly provides
leadership and catalyses intergovernmental action on the
environment.
MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS
o The resolution, based on three initial draft resolutions from
various nations, establishes an Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee (INC) which will begin its work this year, aiming to
complete a draft legally binding agreement by the end of
2024.
o It is expected to present a legally binding instrument, which
would reflect diverse alternatives to address the full lifecycle
of plastics, the design of reusable and recyclable products and
materials, and the need for enhanced international
collaboration to facilitate access to technology, capacity
building and scientific and technical cooperation.
o UNEP would convene a forum by the end of 2022 in
conjunction with the first session of the INC, to share
knowledge and best practices in different parts of the world.
o It is the most important international multilateral
environmental deal since the Paris climate accord.
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ISSUES:
o Plastic production soared from 2 million tonnes in 1950 to
348 million tonnes in 2017, becoming a global industry valued
at US$522.6 billion, and it is expected to double in capacity by
2040.
IMPACTS:
 The impacts of plastic production and pollution on
the triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature loss
and pollution are a catastrophe in the making:
 Exposure to plastics can harm human health,
potentially affecting fertility, hormonal, metabolic
and neurological activity, and open burning of
plastics contributes to air pollution.
 By 2050 greenhouse gas emissions associated with
plastic production, use and disposal would account
for 15 percent of allowed emissions, under the goal
of limiting global warming to 1.5°C (34.7°F) in line
with the Paris Agreement on climate change.
 More than 800 marine and coastal species are
affected by this pollution through ingestion,
entanglement, and other dangers.
 Some 11 million tonnes of plastic waste flow
annually into the oceans.
 This may triple by 2040.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
o The draft resolution recommended the treaty promote the
sustainable design of plastic packaging so it can be reused and
recycled, which would be significant for big consumer goods
companies that sell their goods in single-use packaging.
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o The mandate also recommends addressing the toxic burden
of plastic, following hundreds of studies showing the impact of
plastic in the environment and its presence in air, agricultural
lands, and drinking water.
o A shift to a circular economy can reduce the volume of
plastics entering oceans by over 80 per cent by 2040
o Reduce virgin plastic production by 55 per cent
o Save governments US$70 billion by 2040;
o Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 25 per cent; and create
700,000 additional jobs – mainly in the global south.
PLASTIC

o Plastic is a synthetic organic polymer made from petroleum with
properties ideally suited for a wide variety of applications, including
packaging, building and construction, household and sports
equipment, vehicles, electronics and agriculture.
o Plastic is cheap, lightweight, strong and malleable. Over 300 million
tons of plastic are produced every year.
o Sources of Plastic:
 The main sources of marine plastic are land-based, from urban
and storm runoff, sewer overflows, beach visitors, inadequate
waste disposal and management, industrial activities,
construction and illegal dumping.
 Ocean-based plastic originates mainly from the fishing
industry, nautical activities and aquaculture.
 Under the influence of solar UV radiation, wind, currents and
other natural factors, plastic fragments into small particles,
termed micro plastics (particles smaller than 5 mm) or Nano
plastics (particles smaller than 100 nm).
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GLOBAL EFFORTS TO TACKLE IT
o Legal efforts have been made at the international and national
levels to address marine pollution.
o The most important are:
 The 1972 Convention on the Prevention of Marine
Pollution by Dumping Wastes and Other Matter (or
the London Convention)
 The 1996 Protocol to the London Convention (the London
Protocol)
 The 1978 Protocol to the International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL).
 The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
considers plastic marine debris and its ability to transport
harmful substances as one of the main emerging issues
affecting the environment.
 At the 2015 G7 summit in Bavaria, Germany, the risks of
microplastics were acknowledged in the Leaders’
Declaration.
 GloLitter Partnerships (GLP): It is a project launched by
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) and initial funding from the Government of
Norway.
 Clean Seas Campaign:
 The United
Nations
Environment
Programme launched the Clean Seas Campaign
in 2017
 Aim: The goal was to galvanize a global movement
to turn the tide on plastic by reducing the use of
unnecessary, avoidable and problematic plastics
including single-use plastics and phasing out
intentionally added microplastics.
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STEPS TAKEN BY INDIA
o India has embarked on the journey to end plastic pollution by
taking sound and effective measures through EPR on plastic
packaging as well as putting a ban on single-use plastic items
having low utility and high littering potential,
o The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 clearly stipulate
that urban local bodies (ULBs) should ban less than 50 micron
thick plastic bags and not allow usage of recycled plastics for
packing food, beverage or any other eatables.
 The Rules also require that local bodies should provide
separate collection, storage and processing of plastic
waste in their areas.
o The government has set an ambitious target of eliminating
single-use plastics by 2022.
o India is a signatory to MARPOL (International Convention on
Prevention of Marine Pollution).
o The Centre has also recently issued fresh guidelines for
manufacturers, brand owners, importers of plastics making it
mandatory to recycle and has drawn up a pathway to
incorporate the large informal sector, which is involved in
plastic recycling, in a more formal circular economy.
o The “India Plastic Challenge – Hackathon 2021
 It is a unique competition calling upon start-ups
/entrepreneurs and students of
Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) to develop innovative solutions to
mitigate plastic pollution and develop alternatives to
single-use plastics.
o Swachh Bharat Mission
o India Plastics Pact
o Project REPLAN
o Un-Plastic Collective
o GoLitter Partnerships Project
Source:IE
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DATA LOCALISATION
GS 2 - Government Policies & Interventions

In News
Trade and industry bodies as well as some tech companies from the
US have initiated talks with senior government officials in India to
form a new working group to discuss issues related to the data
protection Bill and other newer developments in
India’s technology sector.
BACKGROUND
o Earlier this year, a US government delegation had raised
concerns on certain aspects of cross-border flow of personal
and non-personal data as well as storage of data located in
servers outside Indian borders in the Bill proposed by India.
o In December 2021, the Joint Parliamentary Committee
on Personal Data Protection Bill tabled its final report in
Parliament.
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 The Bill, which now includes non-personal data in its
ambit, will simply be known as the Data Protection Bill.
 One of the more contentious issues in the law Bill are the
provisions pertaining to “data localisation”.
ABOUT THE NEW GROUP

o The new group is likely to contain representatives from most
of the big tech companies and will function differently from
the currently operational India-US working group on
information and communication technology (ICT).
 The ICT was formed in 2005. The technology and Internet
then was very different. That group has practically
outlived its purpose.
 It has been believed that a new group would be able
to discuss the nuances of PDP (data protection Bill)
better.
 It meets on an annual basis in India or the US to discuss
various aspects of cooperation in the space of
information and communication.
 ICT mostly has representation from hardware
manufacturers and software companies which provide
software-as-a-service, which is not best suited for the
changes that have since happened in technology.
WHAT IS DATA LOCALISATION?
o Data localisation simply means restricting the flow of
data from one country to another.
o It
means
that
the personal
data
of
a
country’s residents should be processed and stored in that
country.
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 As of now, much of cross-border data transfer is
governed by individual bilateral “mutual legal assistance
treaties” (MLATs).
o In India’s context, localisation will make it mandatory for
companies collecting critical consumer data to store and
process it in data centres present within India’s borders.
 In 2018, based on the recommendations of the Justice
Srikrishna Committee, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) mandated companies to locally store and process
sensitive data belonging to Indian users of various digital
payment services. Until then, most data from India was
being stored on a cloud database outside the country
PURPOSE OF DATA LOCALISATION
o Protect the personal and financial information:
 The main intent behind data localisation is to protect the
personal and financial information of the country’s
citizens and residents from foreign surveillance and
give local governments and regulators the jurisdiction to
call for the data when required.
o Accessibility:
 This will be beneficial for law enforcement agencies in
particular as they can scavenge it for proof in case of
breach or threat.
 If it is stored outside India, access to this data will be
restricted by local laws and Indian agencies will be
dependent on the whims and fancies of the hostcountry governments for access..
o National security:
 Data localisation is essential to national security. Storing
data locally is expected to help law-enforcement
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agencies to access information that is needed for the
detection of a crime or to gather evidence.
 It may also enable the better exercise of privacy
rights by Indian citizens against any form
of unauthorised access to data, including by foreign
intelligence.
 In the case of data being stored in countries hostile to
India, say China, it can become a tool for mass
surveillance
 Data can be weaponized and Indians, especially State
officials, could become vulnerable if Indian regulators
were not in total control of all the locally generated data.
o Economic benefits:
 The economic benefits will accrue to local industry in
terms of creating local infrastructure, employment and
contributions to the AI ecosystem.
ISSUES
o Higher cost:
 Foreign firms are unwilling to comply as it would
require them to spend money on infrastructure in the
form of servers and buildings, and, of course, on
employing local professionals to manage it.
 Barriers to the free flow of data may hurt businesses by
increasing delays and higher costs of collaborative
research or partnerships outside India.
 Entities would need multiple separate processing
centres if they serve consumers both within India
and outside when a single centre would suffice.
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o Misuse and surveillance of personal data:
 Critics not only caution against state misuse and
surveillance of personal data, but also argue that security
and government access is not achieved by localisation.
o Even if the data is stored in the country, the encryption keys
may still remain out of the reach of national agencies.
o US concern:
 Before its latest effort to deter India’s data localisation,
the US had called the policy a ‘significant barrier to digital
trade’.
 It wants India to eliminate trade barriers for
American companies to cut the cost of doing
business in India.
 the U.S. criticised India’s proposed norms on data
localisation as ‘most discriminatory’ and ‘tradedistortive’.
o EU’s stance:
 In September 2018, the EU had said in its response to
India’s data protection draft bill that “data localisation
requirements appear both unnecessary and potentially
harmful as they would create unnecessary costs,
difficulties and uncertainties that could hamper business
and investments”.
 It added that if implemented, “this kind of provision
would also likely hinder data transfers and complicate the
facilitation of commercial exchanges, including in the
context of EU-India bilateral negotiations on a possible
free trade agreement”.
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o The think tank European Centre for International Political
Economy has found a surge in data localisation measures
worldwide over the last decade.
o Russia has the most restrictive regulation for data flow with
strict localisation and high penalties.
o The European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) does not mandate all data to be localised, but rather
restricts flow to countries with a strong data protection
framework.
o The China government mandates localisation for all
“important data” held by “critical information infrastructure”
and any cross border personal data transfer must undergo a
security assessment.
o The United States leaves regulation up to the state and
sector.
 President Donald Trump signed the Clarifying Lawful
Overseas Use of Data Act (CLOUD Act) which established
data sharing with certain countries.
o It is well known that Canada and Australia protect their health
data very carefully.
o Vietnam mandates one copy of data to be stored locally and
for any company that collects user data to have a local office,
unlike the EU’s GDPR; citing national interests
WAY FORWARD
o In present circumstances, it becomes important for the joint
parliamentary committee currently examining the Bill to
conduct a more in-depth evaluation of the localisation
provisions in the law.
 The joint parliamentary committee ought to, ideally,
identify the need, purpose and practicality of putting in
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place even the (relatively liberal) measures contained in
the PDP Bill.
o Further, in order for localisation-related norms to bear fruit,
there has to be broader thinking at the policy level.
 This may include, for instance, reforming surveillance
related laws, entering into more detailed and up-to-date
mutual legal assistance treaties, enabling the
development of sufficient digital infrastructure, and
creating appropriate data-sharing policies that preserve
privacy and other third party rights, while enabling data
to be used for socially useful purposes.
Source:IE
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GS 3 - Economics of Animal-rearing

In News
The Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying is
organizing the “Sagar Parikrama” program on the occasion of the
75th Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava.
SAGAR PARIKRAMA
o About:
 As a mark of gratitude to our seas, Sagar Parikrama
Program is saluting our great freedom fighters, sailors
and fishers.
 The first leg of ‘Sagar Parikrama’ shall begin from Gujarat
on 5th Feb 2022.
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 Sagar Parikrama program is proposed to be celebrated
in all coastal states/UTs.
o Focus:
 Sustainable balance between the utilisation of marine
fisheries resources for food security of the
nation and livelihoods of coastal fisher communities
 Protection of marine ecosystems.
o States included:
 It is proposed to be conducted in all coastal
states/UTs through a pre-decided sea route to
demonstrate solidarity with all fisher folk, fish farmers
and concerned stakeholders as a spirit of Atma Nirbhar
Bharat.
 States includes:
 Gujarat,
 Diu,
 Maharashtra,
 Goa,
 Karnataka,
 Kerala,
 Tamil Nadu,
 Andhra Pradesh,
 Odisha,
 West Bengal,
 Andaman & Nicobar and
 Lakshadweep Islands
o Agenda:
 Awards: During the event, certificates /sanctions related
to Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampadha scheme (PMMSY),
KCC & State Scheme shall be awarded to the progressive
fishermen, especially costal fishermen, fishers and fish
farmers, young fishery entrepreneurs etc.

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 04 MARCH 2022

www.mymentorias.com
7293010102

 Awareness: Literature on PMMSY scheme, State
schemes, FIDF, KCC etc. shall be popularised among
fishers through print media, electronic media, videos &
digital campaign with jingles.
 Cultural: A song on Sagar Parikrama shall also be
launched in the contest of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava’.
OCEAN ECONOMY
o Oceans are vital to the economies, security and livelihoods of
Indian coastal states.
o The Country has a coastline of 8118 km.
 It covers 9 maritime States/4UTs.
 Gujarat has a coastal length of 1214 km, covering 16
coastal districts having huge diversity of marine based
ecosystems and development opportunities.
o Fisher folk, vendors and industries have a direct stake in the
development of the fisheries sector in economic value,
especially exports.
o Ocean economy provides livelihood support to millions of
coastal fisher folk.
o Oceans are the world’s single largest ecosystem, covering
nearly three-fourths of the earth’s surface.
CONCLUSION
o Oceans provide a massive arena for emerging complex and
interconnected development issues such livelihoods, climate
change, commerce, and security.
o The Government of India is in the forefront in transforming
the fisheries sector and to formulate fisheries management
plans along with a regulatory framework towards effective
fisheries governance to ensure sustainable and responsible
development through an ecosystem approach.
Source: PIB
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INTERNATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDEX
2022
GS 3 - Indian Economy & Related Issues

In News
Recently, India has improved its overall IP score from 38.4 percent
to 38.6 per cent, and the country is ranked 43 out of 55
countries on the International Intellectual Property Index.
 This year (2022) the index is topped by the US with
95.4%.
ABOUT INTERNATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDEX
o It was released annually by the US Chamber of Commerce
Global Innovation Policy Centre (GIPC).
o The index was started in 2012 and the first edition compared
IP environments in 11 economies.
o The Intellectual Property (IP) Index evaluates each economy's
ecosystem based on 50 unique indicators which the industry
believes represent economies with the most effective IP
systems
o Parameters: It ranks countries based on 50 unique indicators.
These indicators are divided across nine categories of
protection: 1) Patents 2) copyrights 3) trademarks 4) design
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rights 5) trade secrets 6) commercialization of IP assets 7)
enforcement 8) systemic efficiency and 9) membership and
ratification of international treaties.
o Significance: The IP Index serves as a roadmap for
policymakers who look to support creativity, innovation and
economic growth through more robust IP policy.
What is Intellectual Property Right?

o It refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and
artistic works, designs, and symbols, names and images used in
commerce.
o IP is protected by law, for example, patents, copyright and trademarks,
which enable people to earn recognition or financial benefit from their
inventions or creations.
o The IP system aims to foster an environment in which creativity and
innovation can flourish.
o Innovation and creative endeavours are indispensable elements that
drive economic growth and sustain the competitive edge of the
economy of any country.
Source:BS
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E-BILL SYSTEM
GS 3 - Indian Economy & Related Issues

In News
 The e-Bill processing system was launched during an event to
mark the 46th Civil Accounts Day.
 The Finance Minister had announced this major egovernance initiative in the Union Budget 2022-23
presented in Parliament on February 1.
ABOUT
o It will be implemented across eight ministries on pilot
basis and then in all central ministries and departments.
o It is a step to enhance transparency, efficiency, and a facelesspaperless payment system.
o Suppliers and contractors will now be able to submit their
claim online which will be trackable on a real-time basis
o Benefits:
 It will stop any possible ‘rent seeking’ in the clearance of
dues to contractors or suppliers of government
departments
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 It will ensure end-to-end digitisation and make the
payment process transparent by using technology not
just within the government departments, but extending
the second leg to the citizen’s use.
 It will shut even “any small window which is
available” for “misuse in terms of rent-seeking”, as a
contractor or supplier to the government will be able to
file their claims digitally.
 Currently, the claimants are required to submit
physical copies of bills to the departments for
scrutiny.
 It will have a shorter bill payment cycle, a more effective
audit trail.
 It will be an effective tool to facilitate uninterrupted
government disbursements in pandemic like situations
Source:IE
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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA
(SEBI)
GS 3 - Indian Economy & Related Issues

In News
 Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) announced that
Madhabi Puri Buch has been appointed as the new Chairman
of the board.
 The appointment is initially for a period of three years.
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (SEBI)
o About:
 SEBI is a statutory body established on April 12, 1992 in
accordance with the provisions of the Securities and
Exchange Board of India Act, 1992.
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o Background:
 Before SEBI came into existence, Controller of Capital
Issues was the regulatory authority; it derived authority
from the Capital Issues (Control) Act, 1947.
 In April, 1988 the SEBI was constituted as the regulator of
capital markets in India under a resolution of the
Government of India.
 Initially SEBI was a non statutory body without any
statutory power.
 It became autonomous and given statutory powers
by SEBI Act 1992.
o Aim:
 To protect the interests of investors in securities and to
promote the development of, and regulate the securities
market.
 It is the regulator of the securities and commodity market
in India owned by the Government of India.
o Powers & Functions:
 It is a quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial body which can
draft regulations, conduct inquiries, pass rulings and
impose penalties.
 To protect the interests of Indian investors in the
securities market.
 To promote the development and hassle-free functioning
of the securities market.
 To regulate the business operations of the securities
market.
 To serve as a platform for portfolio managers, bankers,
stockbrokers, investment advisers, merchant bankers,
registrars, share transfer agents and other people.
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 To regulate the tasks entrusted to depositors, credit
rating agencies, custodians of securities, foreign portfolio
investors and other participants.
 To educate investors about securities markets and their
intermediaries.
 To prohibit fraudulent and unfair trade practices within
the securities market and related to it.
 By Securities Laws (Amendment) Act, 2014, SEBI is now
able to regulate any money pooling scheme worth Rs.
100 cr. or more and attach assets in cases of noncompliance.
Source:Business Today
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1) Consider the following statements regarding 6G:
1. 6G will operate on the low bands in the range of 7-20 GHz for
crowded places.
2. It will operate on the mid bands in the range of 460-694 MHz
for long-distance coverage.
3. The 5G provided less than 1ms latency, while 6G provides less
than 0.1ms latency only.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 2 and 3 only
c. 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
Answer : c
2) Consider the following statements regarding the One Web
satellite constellation:
1. It is an intergovernmental organization that aims to provide
the internet to all regions of the world with the help of
satellites.
2. The fleet of satellites will be placed in the Medium Earth Orbit
(MEO).
3. The rocket used in launching these satellites is the Indian GSLV
Mk III.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect?
a. 2 and 3 only
b. 2 only
c. 1 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
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Answer : d
3) Consider the following statements regarding Co-Location:
1. It is a facility where a third party can lease a server space
along with other computer hardware.
2. A co-location facility is used in space science, where a country
has to pay, to access the space data collected by other
countries.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : a
4) Consider the following statements regarding war crime:
1. A crime is considered a war crime only when it occurs when
two or multiple nations are in conflict.
2. Whereas genocide can happen even in peacetime or during
unilateral aggression of a military towards its citizens.
3. When war crime is considered, not every civilian death is
necessarily illegal.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 1 and 3 only
c. 2 and 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
Answer : c
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5) Consider the following statements regarding the International
Criminal Court (ICC):
1. It has jurisdiction over four crimes: genocide, crimes against
humanity, war crimes, and the crime of aggression only.
2. All countries except the US, China, Russia, and India are parties
to the Rome statute.
3. The International Criminal Court is not part of the United
Nations system.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 1 and 3 only
c. 2 and 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3
Answer : b

