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AMENDMENT TO THE 2002 FLAG CODE OF INDIA 

GS 2 - Polity and Governance 

 

Why In News? 

The Union government has allowed manufacture and import of 
machine-made polyester national flags by amending the 2002 Flag 
Code of India. 

HISTORY 

o The Indian flag was adopted in its present form during a 
meeting of the Constituent Assembly held on July 22, 1947. 

o The first national flag, which consisted of three horizontal 
stripes of red, yellow and green, is said to have been hoisted 
on August 7, 1906, at the Parsee Bagan Square, near Lower 
Circular Road, in Calcutta. 

o Later, in 1921, freedom fighter Pingali Venkayya met 
Mahatma Gandhi and proposed a basic design of the flag, 
consisting of two red and green bands. 

https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-2-112
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Polity-and-Governance-239


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 02 MARCH 2022 
www.mymentorias.com 

7293010102 

 

o After undergoing several changes, the Tricolour was adopted 
as our national flag at a Congress Committee meeting in 
Karachi in 1931. 

o Flag Code of 2002 
o In 2002, the Flag Code of India came into effect which 

allowed the unrestricted display of the Tricolour as long as 
the honour and dignity of the flag were being respected. 

o The flag code did not replace the pre-existing rules governing 
the correct display of the flag; it was, however, an effort to 
bring together all the previous laws, conventions and 
practices. 

o The Flag Code of 2002 is divided into three parts: 

 A general description of the tricolour. 

 Rules on display of the flag by public and private bodies 
and educational institutions. 

 Rules for display of the flag by governments and 
government bodies. 

RECENT CHANGES MADE 

o The rules earlier permitted only flags made by "hand-spun 
and woven wool or cotton or silk khadi bunting" while the 
import of machine-made flags was banned in 2019. 

 A recent revision to the flag code stated, "The National 
Flag shall be made of hand spun and hand woven or 
machine made, cotton, polyester, wool, silk khadi 
bunting." 

EARLY RULES GOVERNING THE DISPLAY OF THE TRICOLOUR 

o The earliest rules for the display of the national flag were 
originally governed by the provisions of The Emblems and 
Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 and The 
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971. 
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o The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 
1971 prohibits the desecration of or insult to the country’s 
national symbols, including the national flag, the Constitution, 
the national anthem and the Indian map. 

o The Section 2 of the Act says, “Whoever in any public place or 
in any other place within public view burns, mutilates, defaces, 
defiles, disfigures, destroys, tramples upon into contempt the 
Indian National Flag or the Constitution of India or any part 
thereof, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 

o Among the other acts which are considered to be of 
disrespect to the national flag are dipping the Tricolour in 
salute to any person or thing, waving it at half-mast except on 
specific occasions, or using it as a drapery in any form 
whatsoever, except in state funerals or for the last rites of 
armed forces or other paramilitary forces. 

 Putting any kind of inscription upon the flag, using it to 
cover a statue, a monument or platform, and 
embroidering or printing it on cushions, handkerchiefs, 
napkins or any dress material is also considered 
disrespect to the Tricolour, according to the Act. 

 The flag should not be allowed to touch the ground or 
trail in water, or be put up in an inverted manner. 

RESTRICTIONS ON THE DISPLAY OF THE TRICOLOUR ACCORDING 
TO THE FLAG CODE 

o It states that there will be no restriction on the display of the 
flag by public and private bodies and educational 
institutions except to the extent as laid down in the Emblems 
and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 and the 
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971. 
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o It mentions that the tricolour cannot be used for commercial 
purposes, and cannot be dipped in salute to any person or 
thing. 

o Among the things which are not allowed is putting up a 
damaged or dishevelled flag, flying the tricolour from a single 
masthead simultaneously with other flags, and no other 
object, including flowers or garlands, or flag should be placed 
on the same height beside the tricolour or above it. 

o The flag should not be used as a festoon, or for any kind of 
decoration purposes. 

o Any paper flags, which are used on occasions of national and 
cultural occasions or sporting events, should not be casually 
discarded and must be disposed of in private. 

o For official display, only flags that conform to the 
specifications as laid down by the Bureau of Indian Standards 
and bearing their mark can be used. 

ISSUES 

o For a flag to be hoisted at a height, its material needs to be 
tough and wind-resistant. 

 In the past, one of the country's tallest tricolours, near 
the India-Pakistan border at Attari, was not hoisted for 
several months due to damage caused to the flag by high 
velocity wind. 

o The knitted polyester outdoor flags are easily available on e-
commerce websites while the government has cautioned 
against use of plastic national flags. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CODE 

o The move provides relief for damages caused to mammoth 
flags which are not lowered at the sunset and are adequately 
illuminated during the night. 
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o In 2009, the MHA granted permission for the national flag to 
fly day and night on public and private institutions and 
buildings. 

o A member of the public, a private organization or an 
educational institution may hoist or display the National Flag 
on all days and occasions, ceremonial or otherwise consistent 
with the dignity and honour of the National Flag. 

o To inspire respect for the flag, the code suggests that the 
"National Flag may be hoisted in educational institutions - 
schools, colleges, sports camps, scout camps. 

SOURCE: ET 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/centre-approves-manufacture-and-import-of-machine-made-polyester-national-flags/articleshow/89932131.cms
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HEALTH PRADHAN MANTRI BHARTIYA 
JANAUSHADHI PARIYOJANA (PMBJP) 

GS 2 - Health 
 

 

Why in News? 

The Prime Minister of India announced the celebration of Jan 
Aushadhi Diwas every year on 07th March to educate the general 
public about the benefits of the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP). 

ABOUT  

Origin : 

o Jan Aushadhi Scheme’ was launched by the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilisers, 
Government of India in November 2008. 

https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-2-112
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Health-150
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 The Government revamped the ‘Jan Aushadhi Scheme’ in 
September 2015 as ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Yojana’ 
(PMJAY) 

 To give further impetus to the scheme, it was again 
renamed as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP).  

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY 

o Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI), 
erstwhile Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the 
implementing agency of the PMBJP.  

 PMBI is an independent society set up by pharma PSUs to 
have a focused and empowered structure to implement 
the Jan Aushadhi Campaign. 

 Registered under the Societies Registration Act, 
1860. 

o Salient Features of PMBJP 
o PMBJP has been approved for continuation by State Financial 

Corporations (SFCs)with financial outlay of Rs. 490 crore for 
period 2020-2021 to 2024-2025. 

 To open 10,500 PMBJP Kendras all over the country by 
March 2025. 

o The sales margin/earning of PMBJP Kendras is 20% of MRP 
(excluding taxes), as mentioned on the product. 

o The incentive provided to the Kendra owners has been 
enhanced from earlier Rs. 2.5 Lakh to up to Rs. 5 Lakh to be 
given @ 15% of monthly purchases made, subject to a ceiling 
of Rs. 15,000/- per month, w.e.f. April 2021. 

 Special one-time grant of up to Rs. 2 Lakh for specified 
categories for opening PMBJP  Kendra. 

o Under the Scheme, medicines are procured from World 
Health Organisation – Good Manufacturing Practices (WHO-
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GMP) certified suppliers for ensuring the quality of the 
products. 

o  Apart from this, each batch of drug is tested at laboratories 
accredited by ‘National Accreditation Board for Testing and 
Calibration Laboratories’ (NABL).  

 Only after passing the quality tests, the medicines are 
dispatched to PMBJP Kendras. Medicines available under 
PMBJP are priced 50%-90% less than that of branded 
prices. 

THE OBJECTIVES OF PMBJP 

o To make available quality medicines, consumables and 
surgical items at affordable prices for all and reduce out of 
pocket expenditure of consumers/patients. 

o To popularise generic medicines among the masses and dispel 
the prevalent notion that low priced generic medicines are of 
inferior quality or are less effective. 

o To ensure easy availability of the menstrual health 
services (Janaushadhi ‘Suvidha’ sanitary napkins) to all women 
across India. 

o Generate employment by engaging individual entrepreneurs 
in the opening of PMBJP Kendras. 

o Performance of PMBJP 
o In the financial year 2019-20, PMBJP has achieved sales of Rs. 

433.61 crores (at MRP).  

 This has led to savings of approximately Rs. 2500 Crore 
of the common citizens of the country as these medicines 
are cheaper by 50% to 90% of average market price. 

o In the financial year 2020-21, sale of Rs. 665.83 Crore was 
made, which led to savings of about Rs. 4000 Crore to the 
citizens as compared to the branded medicines. 
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o In the current financial year 2021-22 (till 31.01.2022), PMBI 
has made sales of Rs. 751.42 Crore which led to savings 
of approximately Rs. 4500 Crore to the citizens. 

o This scheme is also providing a good source of self-
employment with sustainable and regular earnings.  

o Average sales per store per month has grown to Rs 1.50 lacs 
(including OTC & other products) as per a survey.  

o The scheme is doing justice to its tagline “Janaushadhi - Seva 
Bhi, Rozgar Bhi 

SOURCE:PIB 

DEFENCE DELIVERIES AMIDST RUSSIA-UKRAINE 
WAR 

GS 2 - India & Foreign Relations - GS 3 - Defence 

 

IN CONTEXT 

India faces uncertainty over timely deliveries of defence supplies 
in the near future due tensions escalating between Russia and the 
West over the Ukraine crisis. 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=4th+Janaushadhi+Diwas+2022&cvid=689f9d87b6684b339ec17fe54c85744a&aqs=edge..69i57j69i59i450l8.329j0j4&FORM=ANAB01&PC=HCTS
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-2-112
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/India-%26-Foreign-Relations-160
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-3-172
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Defence-230
https://www.nextias.com/current-affairs/29-01-2022/ukraine-crisis-indias-response
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ABOUT  

o Russia is the second largest arms exporter in the world, 
following only the United States.  

 In the five-year period between 2016 and 
2020 America’s share in the global arms trade was 37 per 
cent, compared to 20 percent of Russia’s, as per the 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), 
which tracks the global arms trade and military 
expenditure. 

o India  has major defence cooperation with Russia and also 
with Ukraine. 

INDIA -RUSSIA DEFENCE TIES 

o India was reliant, almost solely on the British, and other 
Western nations for its arms imports immediately after 
Independence but by the 1970s India was importing several 
weapons systems from the USSR, making it country’s largest 
defence importer for decades when it came to both basic and 
sophisticated weapons systems.  

o Russia has provided some of the most sensitive and 
important weapons platforms that India has required from 
time to time including nuclear submarines, aircraft carriers, 
tanks, guns, fighter jets, and missiles. 

o For Russia, India is the largest importer, and for India, Russia 
the largest exporter when it comes to arms transfer.  

 Between 2000 and 2020, Russia accounted for 66.5 per 
cent of India’s arms imports especially with respect to 
fighter jets, tanks, helicopters and submarines among 
others, while several major deals are in the pipeline. 

o Russia has also been one of main exporters of fighter aircraft 
to India, including hundreds of Sukhoi and MiG jets. 
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o India’s missile programme has been developed with significant 
help from Russia or the Soviets earlier.  

 The BrahMos missile, which India will begin exporting 
soon, has been developed jointly with Russia. 

o The Indian Army’s main battle tank force is composed 
predominantly of Russian T-72M1 (66 per cent) and T-90S (30 
percent). 

o The Indian Air Force’s 667-plane fighter ground attack (FGA) 
fleet is 71 percent Russian-origin (39 per cent Su-30s, 22 per 
cent MiG-21s, 9 per cent MiG-29s). All six of the service’s air 
tankers are Russian-made Il-78s. 

IMPORTANT DEALS AND AGREEMENTS 

o India had signed a $5 billion deal with Russia in October 2018 
to buy five units of the S-400 systems despite a warning from 
the then Trump administration that the contract may invite US 
sanctions going ahead. 

 However, India has asserted that its decisions are based 
on its national interests and for the country's security.  

 In December 2021, India and Russia signed a ?5000 crore 
deal for 6.1 lakh AK-203 assault rifles to be manufactured 
jointly in Uttar Pradesh.  

o In addition, Russia is manufacturing two stealth frigates for 
the Navy.  

o Russia has also pitched to make six AIP-powered 
conventional submarines for the Navy under the P75-I 
project, along with four other international bidders.  

 The final call is yet to be taken. 
o India is also in talks with Russia to lease two nuclear-ballistic 

submarines, Chakra 3 and Chakra 4, the first of which is 
expected to be delivered by 2025.  

 

https://www.nextias.com/current-affairs/15-11-2021/s-400-air-defence-system
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DEAL WITH UKRAINE 

o India had signed a separate deal with Ukraine for eight Zorya-
Mashproekt gas turbine engines for the frigates.  

 The engines, gear boxes and specialist support will cost 
around $50 mn a ship. 

o India is also looking to receive the third Akula class nuclear 
attack submarine (SSN) sometime in 2025. 

o As for Ukraine, it is upgrading over 100 An-32 transport 
aircraft of the IAF under a deal finalised in 2009. While the 
upgrade of 45 An-32s in Ukraine was completed in 2015, the 
remaining aircraft were to be upgraded by the IAF Base Repair 
Depot, Kanpur.  

 Ukraine officials had stated that all contractual 
obligations for the local upgrade would be fulfilled by 
2020, though the current status was not immediately 
known. 

o At Aero India in February 2021, Ukraine signed four 
agreements worth $70 mn, which includes sale of new 
weapons as well as maintenance and the upgrade of 
the existing ones in service with the Indian military. 

IMPACT OF SANCTIONS  ON INDIA'S DEFENCE PROCUREMENT  

o Due to the West's sanctions, India's military faces a grim 
prospect of interrupted and delayed Russian defence kit 
supply, which is critical for the military's operational 
readiness, especially in the wake of a collective threat from 
China and Pakistan.    

o The sanctions could seriously undermine India's $375-million 
BrahMos cruise missile export order to the Philippines as 
BrahMos Aerospace is a joint venture between India's Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Russia's 
NPO Mashinostroyenia.   
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o In the past, tensions between Russia and Ukraine had 
considerably delayed the modernisation of the AN-32 
transport fleet of the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

o The current crisis could also complicate the CAATSA waiver 
for India 

ALTERNATE CHOICES FOR INDIA  

o In view of the current sanctions on Russia, the alternate 
choice for India is to become self-dependent. 

 Over the last few years there has been a conscious 
effort to expand the weapons platform bases to not only 
other countries, but also domestically as well. 

o SIPRI noted in its international arms transfer trends report last 
year that between 2011–15 and 2016–20 arms imports by 
India decreased by 33 per cent.  

o Russia was the largest arms supplier to India in both 2011–15 
and 2016–20. 

 However, Russia’s deliveries dropped by 53 per cent 
between the two periods and its share of total Indian 
arms imports fell from 70 to 49 per cent.  

 In 2011–15 the USA was the second largest arms supplier 
to India, but in 2016–20 India’s arms imports from the 
USA were 46 per cent lower than in the previous five-year 
period, making the USA the fourth largest supplier to 
India in 2016–20.” 

o France and Israel were the second and third largest arms 
suppliers to India in 2016–20. 

o According to the report, the “overall drop in India’s arms 
imports between 2011–15 and 2016–20 seems to be mainly 
due to its complex and lengthy procurement processes, 
combined with its attempts to reduce its dependence on 
Russian arms by diversifying its network of arms suppliers.  
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o It is important for India to diversify its base, to not become 
too reliant on any single nation, as it can become a leverage 
that can be exploited by that nation. 

Source:TH 

RISE IN GST REVENUES 
GS 3 - Indian Economy & Related Issues 

 

Why In News? 

o The Gross Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue in February 
was 26% higher than pre-pandemic levels, the Finance 
Ministry said. 

ABOUT THE LATEST TREND 

o Revenues from import of goods were 38% higher year-on-
year. 

o Revenues from domestic transactions (including import of 
services) were 12% higher than the revenues from these 
sources during 2021. 

o A disparity between the collection trends among the States is 
a concern. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-faces-uncertainty-over-defence-supplies-from-russia-and-ukraine-as-also-caatsa-waiver/article65144678.ece
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS-3-172
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Indian-Economy-%26-Related-Issues-173
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 While on an overall basis, the collections are 18% higher 
than the same period last year, there is significant 
divergence amongst States, with increases in the range of 
2% to 23% amongst the large States. 

 Among the major industrial States, Maharashtra and 
Karnataka recorded a 21% increase in GST revenues. 

 While the growth rate was far lower at 5% for Tamil 
Nadu and 8% for Gujarat. 

 Odisha clocked 23% growth in GST revenues, while 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh witnessed a growth of 
13% and 19%, respectively. 

GOODS AND SERVICE TAX (GST) 

o Goods and Services Tax is an indirect tax used in India on the 
supply of goods and services. 

o It is a value-added tax levied on most goods and services sold 
for domestic consumption. 

o It was launched in India on 1 July 2017 as a comprehensive 
indirect tax for the entire country. 

o It is a comprehensive, multistage, destination-based 
tax comprehensive because it has subsumed almost all the 
indirect taxes except a few state taxes.  

o It is paid by the consumers and is remitted to the government 
by the businesses selling the goods and services. 

o It is of three types i.e.  

 CGST to be levied by the Centre,  

 SGST to be levied by the States and  

 IGST is a tax levied on all Inter-State supplies of goods 
and/or services.   

o All these taxes are levied at rates mutually agreed upon by the 
Centre and the States.  



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 02 MARCH 2022 
www.mymentorias.com 

7293010102 

 

o The GST Council headed by the Union Finance Minister is the 
governing and key decision-making body for GST.  

SIGNIFICANCE 

o Better Compliance: GST helped in achieving better tax 
compliance by subsuming multiple taxation and reduction in 
taxation burden in the last four years. 

o Automated tax ecosystem: It helped the country in 
transitioning to an automated indirect tax ecosystem. From 
electronic compliances, generation of e-invoices to tracking 
movement of goods through e-waybill - everything is now 
online 

o E-invoice & More Revenue: The E-invoicing system helped 
reduce fake invoicing. Use of technology with online bill 
generation has resulted in smoother consignment movement 
and much fewer disputes with officials. After the introduction 
of E-invoice, GST collections have risen steadily since 
November 2020, surpassing the Rs. 1 lakh crore mark on 
several occasions. 

o Logistical efficiency, production cost cut: Another major 
achievement of this regime is the fact that over 50% of 
logistics effort and time is saved since GST has ensured the 
removal of multiple checkpoints and permits at state border 
checkpoints.  

o Lesser transaction costs: After the introduction of GST, there 
has been a significant reduction in transaction costs. This 
reduction has been a huge breakthrough in the interstate 
movement of products, allowing the country to boast of a 
single national unified market for businesses.  

o Cooperative Federalism: The customs portals are linked with 
the GST portal for credit availing on imports constitution of 
the GST Council and ensuring Centre-State partnership in the 
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decision-making process. It ensured cooperative federalism to 
be its major part. 

o Ease of doing business: India's ease of doing business ranking 
has improved significantly in the last four years. Before GST 
was implemented, India's Ease of Doing Business ranking was 
130 in 2016. In 2020, India was ranked 63rd on the list. 

o More Freedom: Since the GST rate is the same across the 
country for a particular supply, traders and manufacturers in 
the organized sectors have gained more freedom to choose 
the best vendors, suppliers, and other stakeholders with 
better pricing, regardless of their location.  

o Improved Competitiveness: GST has improved the 
competitiveness of domestic industries in the international 
market by removing hidden and embedded taxes.  

CHALLENGES 

o Constant amendments: Over the last few years, the GST law 
has seen many amendments. During this time, all these 
revisions often confused the taxpayer and as well the tax 
administrators which created misunderstandings and 
misconceptions. To date, more than 1,000 
notifications/circulars/instructions/orders have been issued by 
the government machinery.  

o Non-implementation of GSTR-2: GSTR which was the only 
control for systemic reconciliation was never implemented. To 
prevent any bogus claim of ITC, reconciliations are required to 
be controlled by the system. However, since it was never 
implemented now taxpayers asked to provide self-attested 
offline reconciliations maintained in annual return GSTR 9 or 
GSTR 9C.  

o Refund delay issues: While the Government has taken many 
steps to smoothen the process of export refunds, automatic 
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processing of refunds has always been an area of major 
concern under GST. Since there are manual approvals involved 
in the existing process, there are chances of a discrepancy, 
human error, delay in refund processing which goes against 
the expectations of the exporters from the system. 

o Adaption & Technical Issues: Small and medium businesses 
are still grappling to adapt to the tech-enabled regime. The 
fundamental principles on which the GST law was built viz. 
seamless flow of input credits and ease of compliance has 
been impaired by IT glitches,  

o Complex Penalties: Many businesses are genuinely not able to 
monitor their vendor behaviour and feel that they should not 
be penalised for the tax compliance deficiencies of their 
vendors once they have paid the GST amounts to their 
vendors. 

o Low Revenue: Widespread non-compliance and non-filing of 
GST returns was considerable in the first three years of GST 
which led to low revenue collections. 

o Other Concerns: Further, the 15th Finance Commission, in its 
report, has also highlighted several areas of concern in the 
GST regime relating to: 

 multiplicity of tax rates,  

 shortfall in GST collections vis-à-vis the forecast,  

 high volatility in GST collections,  

 inconsistency in filing of returns,  

 dependence of States on the compensation from Centre 

WAY FORWARD 

o India has served as an example to the world by successfully 
implementing one of the most complex tax transformation 
projects for the country. Although it is important that the 
shortcomings be swiftly resolved. 
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o Pandemic has had severe impacts on GST also and led to 
economic contraction. Certain structural level changes to the 
law may help boost the business and economy. 

o Constitute the GST Appellate Tribunal as it is obvious that all 
taxpayers do not have the finances or means to approach the 
High Court for every practical difficulty faced. 

o Streamlining of anti-profiteering measures and simplification 
of compliance procedures also needs to be revisited to ensure 
that the cost efficiency and reduction in prices envisaged 
under GST law finally reach the common man. 

o The law is still a ‘work-in-progress’ and the process of 
evolution, in such a complex journey, cannot be eliminated. 

GST Council 

o It is a constitutional body under Article 279A, introduced by the 
Constitution (One Hundred and First Amendment) Act, 2016. 

o It is empowered to modify, reconcile or to procure any law or regulation 
based on the context of GST in India. 

o It is also considered as a federal body where both the centre and the 
states get due representation. 

o Functions: It makes recommendations to the Union and State Government 
on issues related to GST. 

o Composition 

 Chairperson: Union Finance Minister. 

 Members: Union State Minister of Revenue or Finance and Ministers 
in-charge of Finance or Taxation of all the States. 

o Decision Making: Every decision of the GST Council shall be taken at a 
meeting by a majority of not less than three-fourths of the weighted votes 
of the members present and voting, in accordance with the following 
principles, namely: 

 Vote of the Central Government shall have a weightage of one third 
of the total votes cast. 
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 Votes of all the State Governments taken together shall have a 
weightage of two-thirds of the total votes cast, in that meeting. 

Source: TH 

KONARK SUN TEMPLE 
GS1- Art and Culture 

 

IN CONTEXT  

 Odisha government has planned to run the Sun Temple 
completely on solar energy 

 Konark is going to be the first model town in Odisha to shift 
from grid dependency to green energy. 

ABOUT   

o Location:  Konark is situated at a comfortable distance from 
the famous religious and tourist centre of Puri (35 K.M.) and 
the capital city of Bhubaneswar (65 K.M.) 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/gst-revenues-up-by-26-in-february-over-pre-covid-19-level/article65156312.ece
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/GS1-33
https://www.nextias.com/search-tag/Art-and-Culture-70
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o Meaning of Name: "Konarka" , the place bears a name 
composed of two World elements: Kona meaning corner and 
ARKA meaning the Sun. 

 The Sun god worshipped in Ark Kshetra is also called 
Konark.  

 In 'Brahma Purana' the Sun God in Ark-kshetra has been 
described as Konaditya.  

 So it is evident that the place where the Kona aditya 
(or Kona-arka, the Sun god) was worshipped was 
also popularly called Konark. 

o The main Temple was called by European sailors "The Black 
Pagoda" as it formed an important landmark for them in their 
coastal voyage.  

 It forms part of the golden triangle of Odisha, along with 
Puri and Bhubaneswar, and attracts tourists, pilgrims, and 
history and art lovers. 

o Built by: Built by King Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern Ganga 
dynasty from 1238-1250 CE. 

o Features: The Sun Temple built in the thirteenth century was  
conceived as a gigantic chariot of Sun God, with twelve pairs 
of exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by seven pairs of 
horses.  

 Its fine traceries and scroll work , the beautiful and 
natural cut of animal and human figures, all give it a 
superiority over other temples.  

 The Sun temple belongs to the Kalinga School of Indian 
Temples with characteristic curvilinear towers mounted 
by Cupolas. 

  The main sanctum which (229 ft. high) was constructed 
along with the  audience hall (128 ft. high) having 
elaborate external projections.  
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 The main sanctum which enshrined the presiding 
deity has fallen off.  

 The  Audience Hall survives  in its entirety but of the 
other two viz the Dancing Hall(nata Mandir) and the 
Dining Hall (Bhoga-Mandap), only small portions 
have survived the vagaries of time.  

o The alignment of the Sun Temple is in the east-west 
direction.  

o The temple is a World Heritage Site is situated in the eastern 
state of Odisha and  is  a massive temple dedicated to the Sun 
God temple  

o Great poet Rabindranath Tagore wrote of Konark: “Here the 
language of stone surpasses the language of man.” 

o Protection : 

 The Sun Temple, Konârak is protected under the National 
Framework of India by the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act (1958) 
and its Rules (1959).  

 Other relevant protective legislation includes the 
Forest Act, Konârak Development Act and notified 
Council Area Act.  

SOURCE:DTE 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/renewable-energy/konark-will-now-light-up-its-sun-temple-with-solar-energy-81744
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DAILY QUIZ 
1) Consider the following statements regarding the Vacuum Bomb: 

1. It sucks the oxygen from the surrounding, producing a blast 
wave for a longer duration than conventional explosives. 

2. It works on the principle of nuclear fusion, where the 
Trinitrotoluene (TNT) in the bomb reacts with oxygen in the 
atmosphere. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

 

2) Consider the following statements regarding the Geneva 
Convention: 

1. The Geneva convention comprises treaties and protocols for 
ethical treatment in war. 

2. The fourth convention protects civilians, including those in 
occupied territory. 

3. The conventions are mandatorily applied even to non-
members during the time of the war. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 and 2 only 
b.  2 and 3 only 
c.  1 and 3 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : a 
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3) Consider the following statements regarding the Countering 
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA): 

1. It is a federal law of the U.S that has been used to impose 
sanctions against Iran and Russia only. 

2. This act prevents trade partners of the US from entering into 
bilateral contracts with the countries sanctioned under the 
law. 

3. Under a provision of the law, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Canada, and 
India are exempted from facing sanctions. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 
a.  1 and 2 only 
b.  1 and 3 only 
c.  2 and 3 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding the Pandemic 
Treaty: 

1. It is an intergovernmental treaty signed between the members 
of the European Union and the African Union. 

2. It covers aspects like data sharing and genome sequencing of 
emerging viruses and the distribution of vaccines and drugs. 

3. The treaty contains a provision to ban the wildlife markets in 
the European and African Unions. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 and 2 only 
b.  3 only 
c.  2 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 
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5) Consider the following statements regarding the Montreux 
Convention: 

1. The Montreux convention regulates maritime traffic through 
the Black Sea, Aegean Sea, and the Mediterranean Sea. 

2. The Bosporus and Dardanelles straits are the only passage 
through which black seaports can access the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

3. According to the convention, only Turkey has the control to 
block the Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 and 3 only 
c.  3 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 
 
 


