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TIPU SULTAN 

GS Paper - 1 - Modern Indian History , Important Personalities 

 

Why in News 

Recently, naming a playground on TIPU SULTAN in Mumbai 

sparked a controversy. 

 

Key Points 

BRIEF PROFILE: 

 Born in November 1750, Tipu Sultan was Haidar Ali’s 
son and a great warrior, also known as the Tiger of 
Mysore. 

 He was a well educated man fluent in Arabic, Persian, 
Kanarese and Urdu. 

 Mysore had grown in strength under the leadership of 
powerful rulers like Haidar Ali (ruled from 1761 to 
1782) and his famous son Tipu Sultan (ruled from 
1782 to 1799). 

 Tipu introduced a number of administrative 
innovations during his rule, including his coinage, a 
new Mauludi lunisolar calendar, and a new land 
revenue system which initiated the growth of Mysore 
silk industry. 
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 Embracing western military methods like artillery and 
rockets alongside traditional Indian weapons including 
war elephants, he ensured his forces could overwhelm 
his Indian rivals and match the British armies sent 
against him. 

MAINTENANCE OF ARMED FORCES: 

 He organised his army on the European model with 
Persian words of command. 

 Though he took the help of the French officers to train 
his soldiers, he never allowed them (French) to 
develop into a pressure group. 

 He was well aware of the importance of a naval force. 

 In 1796, he set up a Board of Admiralty and planned 
for a fleet of 22 battleships and 20 large frigates. 

 He established three dockyards at Mangalore, 
Wajedabad and Molidabad. However, his plans did not 
fructify. 

FOUGHT AGAINST MARATHAS: 

 In 1767, Tipu commanded a corps of cavalry against 
the Marathas in the Carnatic (Karnataka) region of 
western India, and he fought against the Marathas on 
several occasions between 1775 and 1779. 

ROLE IN ANGLO-MYSORE WARS: 

 The British saw Haidar and Tipu as ambitious, 
arrogant and dangerous – rulers who had to be 
controlled and crushed. 

 Four wars were fought with Mysore. 

o 1767-69: Treaty of Madras. 
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o 1780-84: Treaty of Mangalore. 

o 1790-92: Treaty of Seringapatam. 

o 1799: Subsidiary Alliance. 

 Only in the last – the Battle of Seringapatam – did the 
Company ultimately win a victory. Tipu Sultan was 
killed defending his capital Seringapatam. 

 Mysore was placed under the former ruling dynasty of 
the Wodeyars and a subsidiary alliance was 
imposed on the state. 

OTHER RELATED POINTS: 

 He was also a patron of science and technology and is 
credited as the ‘pioneer of rocket technology’ in India. 

 He wrote a military manual (Fathul 
Mujahidin) explaining the operation of rockets. 

 Tipu was a great lover of democracy and a great 
diplomat who gave his support to the French soldiers 
at Seringapatam in setting up a Jacobin Club in 1797. 

 Tipu himself became a member of the Jacobin 
Club and allowed himself to be called Citizen Tipu. 

 He planted the Tree of Liberty at Seringapatam. 

SUBSIDIARY ALLIANCE 

 In 1798, it was introduced by Wellesley in India, the 
ruler of the allying Indian state was compelled to pay a 
subsidy for the maintenance of the British army in 
return for getting protection from the British against 
their enemies. 

 Those native princes or rulers who would enter into 
the Subsidiary Alliance were not free to declare war 
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against any other power or enter into negotiations 
without the consent of the British. 

 The Subsidiary Alliance was a policy of non-
interference in the internal affairs of the allied state, 
but this was a promise seldom kept by the British. 

 The payment of the arbitrarily-fixed and artificially-
bloated subsidy invariably disrupted the economy of 
the state and impoverished its people. 

 On the other hand, the British could now maintain a 
large army at the cost of the Indian states. 

 They controlled the defence and foreign relations of 
the protected ally, and had a powerful force stationed 
at the very heart of his lands. 

 Lord Wellesley signed his first Subsidiary Treaty with 
the Nizam of Hyderabad in 1798. 

 The Nawab of Avadh was forced to sign a Subsidiary 
Treaty in 1801. 

 Peshwa Baji Rao II (Maratha) signed the Subsidiary 
Treaty at Bassein in 1802. 

 
Source:IE 
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UNUSUALLY COLDER AND WETTER WINTER 

GS Paper - 1 - Important Geophysical Phenomena , Physical 
Geography , Water Resources 

 

Why in News 

In India, especially in North India, the winter of 2021-22 has been 
unusually cold and unusually long. The days, in particular, 
have felt colder and chillier than normal. 
 

Key Points 

ABOUT: 

 Colder: 

 Since December 2021, maximum temperatures 
across the North, Northwest and Central India 
regions have persistently remained below normal, 
resulting in “cold day” conditions. Technically, this 
means more than just a day that is cold. 
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 A cold day is one in which the maximum 
temperature falls below 16 degrees Celsius, a 
phenomenon that is commonly seen during the 
winter months in the northern plains of India. 

 Wetter: 

 Light to moderate intensity rainfall is also 
commonly seen during winters in neighboring 
regions of North India. 

 This January, however, has seen widespread rain 
across the central, northwestern, northern, 
eastern, and northeastern regions of India. 

 As many as 24 states or Union Territories have 
recorded rainfall varying from excess to large 
excess this month. 

 Less Fog than Normal: 

 December and January are known for the 
formation of dense fog across North India. 

 In January 2022, the national capital remained 
affected by fog for 252 hours against a normal of 
292 hours. 

 IMD officials said the ongoing winter has recorded 
the lowest fog hours since 1991-92 over Delhi. 

CAUSES: 

 Western Disturbances: 

 Until 25th January 2022, seven western 
disturbances had passed over India — nearly all of 
them strong enough to cause widespread rain, 
snowfall, and turbulent weather across large 
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geographical areas between Pakistan and 
Northeast India. 

 These systems caused hailstorms in northern 
Maharashtra, and heavy rainfall in Tamil Nadu. 

 La Niña: 

 Frequent and higher numbers of western 
disturbances are associated with La Niña. 

 At present, moderate intensity La Niña 
conditions — which manifests itself as cooler than 
normal sea surface temperatures in the equatorial 
Pacific Ocean — are prevailing. 

 Cold Winds from Far North: 

 After a western disturbance crosses India, cold 
winds from the far north of the country penetrate 
to lower latitudes, and can reach up to even 
Telangana and Maharashtra, leading to colder 
weather, and sometimes to cold wave conditions. 

 Low-lying Clouds and Moisture: 

 The presence of low-lying clouds and the 
availability of moisture along the Indo-Gangetic 
plains made it favorable for cold day conditions and 
the additional chill factor experienced during the 
day time. 

 This was the longest and most intense spell of the 
season so far. 

WESTERN DISTURBANCE 

 Western Disturbance (WD), labeled as an extra-
tropical storm originating in the Mediterranean, 
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is an area of low pressure that brings sudden 
showers, snow and fog in northwest India. 

 The disturbance travels from the “western” to the 
eastern direction. 

 These travel eastwards on high-altitude westerly 
jet streams - massive ribbons of fast winds 
traversing the earth from west to east. 

 Disturbance means an area of “disturbed” or 
reduced air pressure. 

 Equilibrium exists in nature due to which the air in 
a region tries to normalise its pressure. 

 In the term “extra-tropical storm”, storm refers to 
low pressure. “Extra-tropical" means outside the 
tropics. As the WD originates outside the tropical 
region, the word “extra-tropical” has been 
associated with them. 

La Niña 

 La Niña events represent periods of below-average 
sea surface temperatures across the east-central 
Equatorial Pacific. 

 It is indicated by sea-surface temperature 
decreased by more than 0.9℉ for at least five 
successive three-month seasons. 

 The La Nina event is observed when the water 
temperature in the Eastern Pacific gets 
comparatively colder than normal, as a 
consequence of which, there is a strong high 
pressure over the eastern equatorial Pacific. 
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 In India, the La Nina is generally responsible for 
cooler than normal winters and more than normal 
rainfall. 

Source:IE 
 

REGIONAL RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM (RRTS) 
GS Paper - 2 - GS Paper - 3 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the officials of Regional Rapid Transit System 
(RRTS) estimated that RRTS will reduce CO2 emissions by taking 
around 1.5 lakh private vehicles off the road. 

 The corridor will start from Sarai Kale Khan in Delhi, pass 
through Ghaziabad, and reach Modipuram in Meerut (Uttar 
Pradesh). 

 The RRTS, the first of its kind in the national capital, will 
run at a speed of 100 km per hour and commuters will reach 
Meerut in 50-60 minutes. 
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Key Points 

BACKGROUND: 

 The Planning Commission formed a Task Force in 2005 
under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of 
Urban Development (MoUD) to develop a multi modal 
transit system for Delhi National Capital Region (NCR). 

 This was included in the Integrated Transport Plan 
for NCR 2032 with special emphasis on Regional Rapid 
Transit System (RRTS) connecting regional centres. 

 The Task Force identified 8 corridors and prioritised 
three corridors namely Delhi-Meerut, Delhi-Panipat 
and Delhi- Alwar for implementation. 

ABOUT RRTS: 

 RRTS is a new, dedicated, high speed, high capacity, 
comfortable commuter service connecting regional 
nodes in NCR. 

 RRTS is different from conventional Railway as it will 
provide reliable, high frequency, point to point 
regional travel at high speed along dedicated path way. 

 RRTS is different from metro as it caters to passengers 
looking to travel a relatively longer distance with fewer 
stops and at higher speed. 

INTENDED BENEFITS: 

 Environment Friendly: The corridor is estimated to 
reduce 2.5 lakh CO2 tonnes/year of total annual 
greenhouse gas emissions, making the city a cleaner 
and a much better place to live. 
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 Economic Development: It is estimated to increase 
the share of public transportation usage along the 
corridor from 37% to 63%. 

 High-speed connectivity will result in balanced 
economic development across the region, leading to 
economic benefits to all strata of society and many 
nodes of development rather than all economic 
activity happening at one place. 

 Sustainable Urbanization: The project will serve as 
a demonstration for developing high-capacity rapid 
urban transit corridors in other urban areas of India. 

 It will help in reducing traffic congestion and total 
emissions from the transport sector in NCR. 

 

Source: IE 
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SWACHHATA START-UP CHALLENGE 
UNDER SWACHH BHARAT MISSION-URBAN 2.0. 
GS Paper - 3 - GS Paper - 1 , Conservation , Environmental 

Pollution & Degradation 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA), in 
partnership with the Department of Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) and Agence Française de Développement 
(AFD) launched the Swachhata Start-Up Challenge under Swachh 
Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0. 
SWACHH BHARAT MISSION-URBAN 2.0 

 SBM-U 2.0 was launched on 1st October 2021 to achieve 
the vision of ‘Garbage Free Cities’ over the next five 
years. 

 It focuses on source segregation of garbage, reduction in 
single-use plastic and air pollution, by effectively 
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managing waste from construction and demolition 
activities and bioremediation of all legacy dump sites. 

 Under this mission, all wastewater will be treated 
properly before it is discharged into water bodies, and 
the government is trying to make maximum reuse a 
priority. 

Key Points 

ABOUT: 

 It has been launched to provide an impetus to 
innovative start-ups to come forward and drive 
catalytic transformation in the sanitation and waste 
management sector. 

 The Challenge invites solutions across four thematic 
areas viz. (i) social inclusion, (ii) zero dump (solid waste 
management), (iii) plastic waste management and(iv) 
transparency through digital enablement. 

 It seeks to promote an enabling environment for 
enterprise development under SBM-U 2.0. 

 The French Development Agency (AFD) will provide 
seed funding to the tune of 25 lakh rupees and one 
year of customised support to each of the 10 selected 
start-ups. 

 With the appetite for risk and spirit of innovation at its 
core, the start-up space holds immense potential to 
revolutionise India’s waste management sector. 
 

 It is in line with Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in 
India. 
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OBJECTIVES: 

 It aims to capitalise on the start-up movement by 
providing opportunities for entrepreneurship to young 
innovators to create socially impactful and market 
ready business solutions. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

 This initiative comes at a time when France and the EU 
(European Union) are looking to work closely with 
India on the international stage to negotiate a global 
treaty on plastic pollution. 

 It is also significant because today, the start-up space is 
evolving rapidly with India leading the world with over 
70 unicorns (crossing the valuation of USD 1 billion). 

INITIATIVES TO TACKLE PLASTIC POLLUTION: 

 On World Environment Day (5th June), 2018 the world 
leaders vowed to “Beat Plastic Pollution” & eliminate 
its use completely. 

 The Group of 20 (G20) environment ministers, agreed 
to adopt a new implementation framework for actions 
to tackle the issue of marine plastic waste on a global 
scale. 

 India’s Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 state 
that every local body has to be responsible for setting 
up infrastructure for segregation, collection, 
processing, and disposal of plastic waste. 

 Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules 
2018 introduced the concept of Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR). 
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 A new national framework on plastic waste 
management is in the works, which will introduce 
third-party audits as part of the monitoring 
mechanism. 

 India Plastics Pact, the first in Asia, was launched in 
September 2021 in collaboration with Confederation 
of Indian Industries (CII) and World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) to set time-bound commitments to 
reduce plastics from their value chains. 

Source:PIB 
 

GALLANTRY AWARDS IN INDIA 
GS Paper - 1 - GS Paper - 3 

 

Why in News 

On the eve of the 73rd Republic Day, six personnel of the Indian 
Army were awarded the Shaurya Chakra, the third-highest 
peacetime Gallantry Award in the country, in recognition of their 
distinguished service. 

 Of them, five were awarded posthumously. 

 The gallantry awards are announced twice in a year — 
first on the occasion of the Republic Day and then on 
the occasion of the Independence Day. 
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Key Points 

o Gallantry Awards in India: 

 Post-Independence, first three gallantry awards 
namely Param Vir Chakra, Maha Vir Chakra and 
Vir Chakra were instituted by the government of 
India on 26th January, 1950 which were deemed 
to have effect from 15th August,1947. 

 Thereafter, other three gallantry awards — 
the Ashoka Chakra Class-I, the Ashoka Chakra 
Class-II and the Ashoka Chakra Class-III — were 
instituted in 1952, which were deemed to have 
effect from 15th August, 1947. 

 These awards were renamed as Ashoka Chakra, 
Kirti Chakra and Shaurya Chakra respectively in 
January 1967. 

 Order of precedence of these awards is the Param 
Vir Chakra, the Ashoka Chakra, the Mahavir 
Chakra, the Kirti Chakra, the Vir Chakra and the 
Shaurya Chakra. 

People Eligible for the Awards: 

 All officers of all ranks of the Army, Navy and 
the Air Force or of any of the reserve 
forces, territorial army and any other lawfully 
constituted armed forces. 

 In addition to the above-mentioned 
personnel, matrons, sisters, nurses, alongside the 
staff of the nursing services and other 
services pertaining to hospitals and nursing and 
civilians, both male and females, serving regularly 
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or temporarily under the orders, directions or 
supervision of any of the above-mentioned forces. 

Wartime Highest Gallantry Awards: 

o Param Vir Chakra: 

 It is India’s highest military decoration 
awarded for displaying distinguished acts 
of valor during wartime whether on land, 
at sea or in the air. 

o Maha Vir Chakra: 

 It is the second highest gallantry 
award for acts of conspicuous gallantry in 
the presence of the enemy whether on 
land, at sea or in the air. 

o Vir Chakra: 

 It is the country's third-highest wartime 
gallantry award after Param Vir Chakra 
and Maha Vir Chakra. 

Peacetime Highest Gallantry Awards: 

o Ashoka Chakra: 

 It is the highest military award during 
peacetime for valor, courageous action or 
sacrifice. 

 It is awarded for most conspicuous 
bravery or some act of daring or pre-
eminent act of valor or self-sacrifice 
otherwise than in the face of the enemy. 

o Kirti Chakra: 

http://www.mymentorias.com/


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 29 JANUARY 2022 
www.mymentorias.com 

7293010102 

 

 It is the second highest peacetime 
gallantry award and is awarded for valor, 
courageous action or self-sacrifice away 
from the field of battle. 

o Shaurya Chakra: 

 It is awarded to the personnel of the 
armed forces for instances 
of extraordinary gallantry. 

o Other Awards: 

 Sena Medal: It is awarded for acts of exceptional 
devotion to duty or courage in the Army. 

 Nao Sena Medal:It is awarded for individual acts 
of exceptional devotion to duty or courage in the 
Navy. 

 Vayu Sena Medal:It is awarded for individual acts 
of exceptional devotion to duty or courage in the 
Air Force. 

Source: TH 
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BANGLADESH TOP DESTINATION FOR INDIAN 
POMEGRANATES 

GS Paper - 3 - Growth & Development 

 

Why in News 

Bangladesh has emerged as the top destination for exported 

Indian pomegranates over the last few years. 

 Last fiscal (2020-21), India had exported 68,502.9 tonnes 
of the fruit, of which 36,906.77 tonnes (more than 50%) 
had gone to Bangladesh. 

Key Points 

ABOUT: 

 Pomegranate (Punica granatum) is grown in tropical and 
subtropical regions of the world. 
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 It grows well under semi-arid conditions and can be 
grown upto an altitude of 500 m. above mean sea level. 
It thrives well under hot, dry summer and cold 
winters provided irrigation facilities are available. 

 Grown mostly in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Gujarat, 
pomegranate has emerged as a major export crop for 
drought-prone areas of the state. 

 Over the years, Indian exports have become stagnant at 
around 50,000-60,000 tonnes as concerns over the 
quality of the fruit eclipsed the growth potential. 

 While the European Union is a major market where the 
fruit fetches premium prices, the standards governing 
quality are higher there. 

 Non-availability of export-ready fruit has, over the years, 
seen European markets slipping slowly out of Indian 
exporters’ hands. 

REASONS FOR EXPORT GROWTH IN BANGLADESH: 

 Ease of transportation and relatively relaxed import 
norms have helped Indian growers take their fruit to 
Bangladesh even as the share of export to European 
countries has dropped. 

 The fruit can be exported to Bangladesh round the 
year and thus the produce can be sent even when the 
European season is over. 

Source: IE 
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Daily quiz 
1) Arrange the following in chronological order: 

1. Battle of Buxar 
2. Battle of Wandiwash 
3. First Anglo-Mysore War 
4. First Anglo-Maratha War 

Choose the correct option. 
a.  2-1-3-4 
b.  3-1-4-2 
c.  4-3-2-1 
d.  1-2-3-4 

 
Answer : a 
 

2) Consider the following statements regarding Indian 
Constitution: 

1. Rajendra Prasad was the first and Feroze Gandhi was the last 
to sign the original document of the constitution. 

2. The 61st amendment in 1989 pertained to reducing the 
voting age to 18 from 21. 

3. The concept of ‘Republic’ and the ideals of ‘Liberty, Equality, 
and Fraternity’ have been adopted from France. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 
a.  1 and 2 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  1 and 3 only 
d.  None of the above 

 
Answer : d 
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3) Consider the following statements regarding Nile River: 

1. The Nile is formed by three principal streams, namely, the 
Blue Nile, Atbara, and the White Nile. 

2. Nile rivers flows from north to southward direction and it 
drains itself in the Aral Sea. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer : a 

4) Consider the following statements: 

1. Matangini Hazra, a freedom fighter from Bengal, was shot 
dead, when she participated in the Quit India Movement. 

2. Accamma Cherian was given the name ‘Jhansi Rani of 
Travancore’ by Mahatma Gandhi. 

3. Aruna Asaf Ali is known as the ‘Grand Old Lady of Indian 
Independence’. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 and 3 only 
c.  3 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer : d 
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5) Consider the following statements regarding the Kathakali 
dance form: 

1. Kathakali derives its textual sanction from Balarama 
Bharatam and Hastalakshana Deepika. 

2. The characters in a Kathakali performance are broadly 
divided into satvika, rajasika and tamasika types. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer : c 
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