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30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIPLOMATIC TIES BETWEEN INDIA AND ISRAEL 

GS Paper - 2 - Bilateral Groupings & Agreements , Groupings & 
Agreements Involving India and/or Affecting India's Interests , 

Effect of Policies & Politics of Countries on India's Interests 

 

Why in News 

 To mark the 30th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic ties between the two countries, India and Israel 
launched a commemorative logo. 

 The logo features the Star of David and the AshokaChakra- 
the two symbols that adorn the national flags of both 
countries- and forms the numeral 30 depicting the 30th 
anniversary of bilateral relations. 

Key Points 

 Diplomatic Ties: 

 Though India officially recognised Israel in 1950, the 
two countries established full diplomatic ties only 
on 29th January 1992. As of December 2020, India was 
among 164 United Nations (UN) member states to 
have diplomatic ties with Israel. 
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 Economic and Commercial Relations: 

 From USD 200 million in 1992, bilateral merchandise 
trade stood at USD 4.14 billion (excluding defence) 
during the period April 2020 – February 2021 with 
the balance of trade being in India’s favour. 

 Trade in diamonds constitutes about 50% of bilateral 
trade.. 

 India is Israel's third-largest trade partner in Asia and 
seventh largest globally. 

 Israeli companies have invested in India in energy, 
renewable energy, telecom, real estate, water 
technologies, and are focusing on setting up R&D 
centers or production units in India. 

 India is also in dialogue with Israel for concluding a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA). 

 

Defence: 

 India is the largest buyer of military equipment from 
Israel, which, in turn, is the second-largest defence 
supplier to India, after Russia. 

 The Indian armed forces have inducted a wide array of 
Israeli weapon systems over the years, which range 
from Phalcon AWACS (Airborne Warning And Control 
Systems) and Heron, Searcher-II and Harop drones to 
Barak anti-missile defence systems and Spyder quick-
reaction anti-aircraft missile systems. 

 The acquisitions also include a host of Israeli missiles 
and precision-guided munitions, from Python and 
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Derby air-to-air missiles to Crystal Maze and Spice-
2000 bombs. 

 At the 15th Joint Working Group (JWG 2021) meeting 
on Bilateral Defence Cooperation, countries agreed to 
form a Task Force to formulate a comprehensive Ten-
Year Roadmap to identify new areas of cooperation. 

 

Cooperation in Agriculture: 

 In May 2021, “a three-year work program 
agreement” for development in agriculture 
cooperation, was signed. 

 The programme aims to grow existing Centres of 
Excellence, establish new centers, increase CoE’s 
value chain, bring the Centres of Excellence into the 
self-sufficient mode, and encourage private sector 
companies and collaboration. 

 

Science & Technology: 

 Recently, experts from India and Israel deliberated on 
widening the scope of India-Israel Industrial R&D and 
Technological Innovation Fund (I4F) at its 
8th Governing Body meeting. 

 They approved 3 joint R&D projects worth 5.5 million 
USD and suggested measures to create a broader 
India-Israel collaborative ecosystem. 

 I4F is a cooperation between the two countries to 
promote, facilitate and support joint industrial R&D 
projects between companies from India and Israel to 
address the challenges in the agreed ‘Focus Sectors’. 
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Others: 

 Israel is also joining the India-led International Solar 
Alliance (ISA), which aligns very well with the 
objectives of both countries to scale up their 
cooperation in renewable energy and partner in clean 
energy. 

 

 

Way Forward 

 The ties between the two nations have flourished since 
1992, primarily due to common strategic interests and 
security threats. 

 Indians are sympathetic towards Israel and the 
government is balancing and recalibrating its West 
Asia policy on the premise of its own national interest. 

 India and Israel need to overcome the vulnerability of 
their religious extremist neighbours and work 
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productively on global issues like climate change, 
water scarcity, population explosion and food 
scarcity. 

 A more aggressive and proactive Middle Eastern policy 
is the need of the hour for India to reap the maximum 
benefit of the geopolitical realignments gradually being 
brought in by the Abraham Accords. 

Source: ET 

THE MEGA DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN THE GREAT 
NICOBAR ISLAND 

GS Paper - 3 - Environmental Pollution & Degradation , 
Government Policies & Interventions 
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Why in News 

The recently released draft Environment Impact Assessment 
(EIA) report for the mega development project in the Great 
Nicobar Island has raised serious questions related to submission 
of incorrect or incomplete information, scientific inaccuracy and 
failure to follow appropriate procedure. 

 A committee of the Ministry of Environment Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEFCC) issued Terms of Reference 
(ToR) to prepare the EIA report in May 2021. 

 Earlier, a plan for the sustainable and holistic 
development of the 680 sq km, fragile Little Andaman 
Island in the Andaman and Nicobar group had raised the 
alarm among conservationists. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

 It is a process of evaluating the likely environmental 
impacts of a proposed project or development, taking 
into account inter-related socio-economic, cultural and 
human-health impacts, both beneficial and adverse. 

 EIA is statutorily backed by the Environment Protection 
Act, 1986 which contains various provisions on EIA 
methodology and process. 

Key Points 

About: 

 NITI Aayog-piloted Rs. 72,000-crore integrated 
project in Great Nicobar includes construction of a 
mega port, an airport complex, a township spread 
over 130 sq. km of pristine forest and a solar and gas-
based power plant. 

http://www.mymentorias.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/environmental-impact-assessment-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/environmental-impact-assessment-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/niti-aayog-s-proposal-for-little-andaman
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/niti-aayog-s-proposal-for-little-andaman
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/niti-aayog-national-institution-for-transforming-india


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 28 JANUARY 2022 www.mymentorias.com 
7293010102 

 

 Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development 
Corporation Ltd. (ANIIDCO) is the project proponent. 

 Ecologists and researchers have been raising concerns 
about this project for over a year. 

Issues with the EIA Report: 

 Incorrect or Incomplete Information: 

 The area of the island is mentioned in one place as 
1,045 sq. km, while it is 910 sq. km (the current 
official figure) in another. 

 It was reported that the Galathea port area does 
not record any coral reefs, whereas the Zoological 
Survey of India (ZSI) study shows that the coral 
reef spread over 116 hectares in Galathea Bay. 

 Galathea Bay is an iconic nesting site in India of 
the enigmatic Giant Leatherback, the world’s 
largest marine turtle—borne out by surveys done 
over three decades. 

 330 species of fauna are recorded in the island, 
while the same ZSI study puts the number at more 
than double at 695. 

 The EIA says in another place no migratory 
birds have been reported from Great Nicobar, 
whereas it is well known that these islands are 
located along two globally significant bird flyways 
and more than 40 species of migratory birds have 
been recorded from Great Nicobar. 

 Institutional Callousness: 

 The EIA report was expected to have details of the 
project proponent’s (ANDICO) environmental 
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policy such as its standard operating process, 
procedures for highlighting violation of 
environmental and forest norms and for ensuring 
compliance with environmental clearance 
conditions. 

 The undertaking, issued by the Directorate of Tribal 
Welfare, the agency tasked with the primary job of 
securing the rights of the indigenous people on 
the islands. 

 It first assures that “the right of the tribal shall be 
well protected and taken care of” and, 

 Then goes on to conclude that “whenever any 
exemption from the existing 
regulations/policies/law of the land are required to 
be provided for the execution of the project, this 
Directorate will seek required exemptions(s) from 
the competent authority to that effect”. 

 Issues Raised by Environmentalists: 

 This project is likely to impact turtle and 
megapode nesting sites and coral reefs at the 
islands. 

 Many reserved areas are expected to be de-
notified for the project including land under Great 
Nicobar Biosphere Reserve and a tribal reserve. 

 Close to 81.74% of the island is covered with 
national parks, reserves and forests. 

 The project will have a direct impact on the biodiversity 
and cascading effects on the indigenous Onge tribe. 
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 The Onge are one of the tribes of India's Andaman 
Islands. 

Great Nicobar 

About: 

 Great Nicobar is the southernmost island of the 
Nicobar Islands Archipelago. 

 It covers 1,03,870 hectares of unique and 
threatened tropical evergreen forest ecosystems. 

 It is home to a very rich ecosystem, including 650 
species of angiosperms, ferns, gymnosperms, 
bryophytes, among others. 

 In terms of fauna, there are over 1800 species, 
some of which are endemic to this area. 

Ecological Characteristics: 

 The Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve harbours a 
wide spectrum of ecosystems comprising tropical 
wet evergreen forests, mountain ranges reaching a 
height of 642 m (Mt. Thullier) above sea level, and 
coastal plains. 

Tribe: 

 The Mongoloid Shompen Tribe, about 200 in 
number, live in the forests of the biosphere reserve 
particularly along the rivers and streams. 

 Another Mongoloid Tribe, Nicobarese, about 300 in 
number, used to live in settlements along the west 
coast. 

 After the tsunami in 2004, which devastated 
their settlement on the western coast, they 
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were relocated to Afra Bay in the North Coast 
and Campbell Bay. 

 
Source:TH 

INDIA HOSTED THE FIRST INDIA-CENTRAL 
ASIA SUMMIT IN VIRTUAL FORMAT. 

GS Paper - 2 - Groupings & Agreements Involving India and/or 
Affecting India's Interests , Global Groupings , India and its 

Neighbourhood 
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Why in News 

Recently, the Prime Minister of India hosted the first India-
Central Asia Summit in virtual format. 

 It was attended by Presidents of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. 

 This first India-Central Asia coincided with the 
30th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations 
between India and Central Asian countries. 

 The summit came two days after a similar China-Central 
Asia Conference was held where China offered USD 500 
million in assistance and pledged to ramp up trade to USD 
70 billion from the present levels of about USD 40 billion 
a year. 

Key Points 

Institutionalisation of the Summit: 

 Discussed the next steps in taking India-Central Asia 
relations to new heights. In a historic decision, the 
Leaders agreed to institutionalise the Summit mechanism 
by deciding to hold it every 2 years. 

 They also agreed on regular meetings of Foreign 
Ministers, Trade Ministers, Culture Ministers and 
Secretaries of the Security Council to prepare the 
groundwork for the Summit meetings. 

 An India-Central Asia Secretariat in New Delhi would be 
set up to support the new mechanism. 
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India-Central Asia Cooperation: 

The Leaders discussed far-reaching proposals to further 
cooperation in areas of trade and connectivity, 
development cooperation, defence and security and, in 
particular, on cultural and people to people contacts.These 
included: 

 Round-Table on Energy and Connectivity. 

 Joint Working Groups at senior official level 
on Afghanistan and use of Chabahar Port. 

 Showcasing of Buddhist exhibitions in Central Asian 
countries and commissioning of an India-Central Asia 
dictionary of common words. 

 Joint counter-terrorism exercises. 

 Visit of 100 member youth delegation annually from 
Central Asian countries to India and special courses for 
Central Asian diplomats. 

 A comprehensive Joint Declaration was adopted by the 
leaders that enumerates their common vision for an 
enduring and comprehensive India-Central Asia 
partnership. 

Afghanistan: 

 The leaders reiterated their strong support for a peaceful, 
secure and stable Afghanistan with a truly representative 
and inclusive government. 

 India conveyed its continued commitment to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people. 

 

 

http://www.mymentorias.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/delhi-declaration-on-afghanistan
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/chabahar-project
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/buddhism-in-india


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 28 JANUARY 2022 www.mymentorias.com 
7293010102 

 

India’s Stand on: 

 Kazakhstan: It has become a vital partner for India’s 
energy security. India also expressed condolences for 
the recent loss of life and property in Kazakhstan. 

 Uzbekistan: India’s state governments are also active 
partners in its growing cooperation with Uzbekistan. 

 Tajikistan: Both the countries have a longstanding 
cooperation in the field of security. 

 Turkmenistan: It is an important part of Indian vision 
in the field of regional connectivity, which is evident 
from participation in the Ashgabat Agreement. 

 Regional connectivity in Central Asia is a key arm of 
the 2018 Ashgabat Agreement. 

Significance of the Summit for India 

 Geo-Political Dynamics: 

 The summit is symbolic of the importance attached by 
the leaders of India and the Central Asian countries to 
a comprehensive and enduring India-Central Asia 
partnership. 

 It is being held at a critical juncture when tensions 
between the West and Russia and the United States 
(US) and China are rising. India too has faced 
geopolitical setbacks: Border tensions with China and 
the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan. 

 It follows President Vladimir Putin’s visit to India, 
which may have allowed India to push Russia to 
moderately balance China in Eurasia and to contain 
the threats from Afghanistan. 
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 The recent unrest in Kazakhstan also showed 
that “new actors” are vying for influence in the region 
though their motives are still not clear. 

 Trade: 

 India has always maintained excellent diplomatic ties 
with all the five Central Asian states, Indian PMs 
including Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015, have 
visited them. Yet, India’s trade with them has been 
only at USD 1.4 billion in 2019. 

 In 2017, India joined the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) to engage with the region. But SCO 
is only a sluice gate to regulate the Russian and 
Chinese subliminal rivalry to prevent either power 
from dominating the region. 

 Russia tends to use SCO for regulating India-China 
tensions. 

 Security: 

 The summit is a massive stride for India’s 
diplomacy. Since the region is a critical lynchpin to 
India’s security policy, the summit will have a waterfall 
impact to facilitate India’s multifaceted approach 
towards the region. 

India-Central Asia Dialogue  

 It is a ministerial-level dialogue between India and the 
Central Asian countries namely Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

 All five nations became independent states after the 
collapse of the USSR in 1991, post-Cold war. 
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 All the countries participating in the dialogue, except 
for Turkmenistan, are also members of the SCO. 

 The dialogue focuses on a number of issues including 
ways to improve connectivity and stabilise war-
ravaged Afghanistan. 

Way Forward 

 India first needs to get its big-picture imagination of 
the region correct. Central Asia is undoubtedly a zone 
of India’s civilisational influence. 

 The Ferghana Valley was India’s crossing-point of 
the Great Silk Road. Buddhism spread to the rest of 
Asia from here. 

 The Valley still connects India with three countries: 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. 

 When others engage with the region from the own 
perspectives --- China from economic (Belt and Road 
Initiative), Russia from strategic (Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation), Turkey from ethnic (Turkic 
Council), and the Islamic world from religious 
(Organisation of Islamic Cooperation) --- it would be 
befitting for India to give a cultural and historical 
perspective to the region through a summit-level 
annual meet. 

 Central Asia carries no specific stance towards any 
country, with the exception of Russia. While their 
strategic visions are often opaque, they are wary of 
China. 
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 However, they have strong economic ties with 
China compared to little or no economic dependency 
on India. 

 The region’s negative attitude towards Pakistan is 
waning, either due to the gradual Islamization of the 
population or perhaps due to Russia’s changed attitude 
towards Pakistan. 

 The notion of “Hindustan” in the popular imagination 
of the people and their traditional fondness 
for Bollywood could be critical factors in burnishing 
the relationship. But with generational change, India’s 
soft power is fading. This needs to be arrested. Apart 
from commerce, only a value-driven cultural policy 
can replace the current ill-defined goals of rebuilding 
India-Central Asia bonds. 

Source: PIB 

BAD BANK 
GS Paper - 3 - Monetary Policy , Banking Sector & NBFCs 
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Why in News 

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) approval for the 
implementation of the proposal for setting up a ‘Bad Bank’ is still 
pending. 

 In September 2021, the Union Cabinet approved the Rs. 
30,600 crore guarantee to back Security Receipts issued 
by National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited 
(NARCL) for acquiring stressed loan assets. 

Key Points 

 NARCL & IDRCL: 

 The NARCL has been set up and issued a license by 
the RBI to conduct business as an Asset 
Reconstruction Company (ARC). 

 NARCL will acquire stressed assets worth about Rs 2 
lakh crore from various commercial banks in 
different phases. 

 Public Sector Banks (PSBs) will maintain 51% 
ownership in NARCL. 

 Simultaneously, a separate company has been set 
up to function as an Asset Management Company, 
named India Debt Resolution Company Limited 
(IDRCL), which will provide management and 
resolution of assets and also help in the operational 
aspects, relating to price discovery and aim at 
evolving the best possible recovery and the 
resolution process. 

 PSBs and Public Financial Institutes (FIs) will hold a 
maximum of 49% stake in IDRCL. The remaining 51% 
stake will be with private-sector lenders. 
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 The NARCL is majorly owned by public sector banks 
with 51% ownership but in the case of the IDRCL, 
51% shares are in private hands. 

 Functioning of the Dual Structure: 

 The NARCL will first purchase bad loans from 
banks. 

 It will pay 15% of the agreed price in cash and the 
remaining 85% will be in the form of “Security 
Receipts”. 

 When the assets are sold, with the help of IDRCL, 
the commercial banks will be paid back the rest. 

 If the bad bank is unable to sell the bad loan, or has 
to sell it at a loss, then the government guarantee 
will be invoked. 

 The difference between what the commercial bank 
was supposed to get and what the bad bank was 
able to raise will be paid from the Rs 30,600 crore 
that has been provided by the government. 

 This guarantee is extended for a period of five 
years. 

 Demand of Indian Banks: 

 Normally, a single entity to be held accountable as 
owner, and for recovery of the assets, is the 
practice followed across geographies. 

 Possibly a ‘Principal and Agent mechanism’ or 
similar arrangement may evolve to resolve this 
issue. 

 The Indian Banks’ Association is learnt to have 
wanted a dual structure, with the AMC as a 
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privately held entity, to be out of the purview of the 
regulatory entities. 

 RBI’s Reservation: 

 RBI is not inclined to permit a dual structure in 
which one entity acquires non-performing 
loans and another reaches a resolution. It has now 
indicated that both the acquisition and resolution 
should be housed under the same legal entity. 

 The impediments include issues arising from the 
ownership structure and operational 
mechanism, with the proposed setting up of two 
separate entities — the NARCL and the IDRCL. 

Bad Bank 

About: 

 The bad bank is an ARC or an Asset Management 
Company (AMC) that takes over the bad loans of 
commercial banks, manages them and finally recovers 
the money over a period of time. 

 The bad bank is not involved in lending and taking 
deposits, but helps commercial banks clean up their 
balance sheets and resolve bad loans. 

 The takeover of bad loans is normally below the book 
value of the loan and the bad bank tries to recover as 
much as possible subsequently. 

 Effect of Bad Bank: 

 Commercial Banks’ Perspective: Commercial banks are 
saddled with high NPA (Non-Performing Assets/loans) 
levels, setting up of the Bad bank will help. 
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 That’s because such a bank will get rid of all its toxic 
assets, which were reducing its profits, in one quick 
move. 

 When the recovery money is paid back, it will 
further improve the bank’s position. Meanwhile, it can 
start lending again. 

 Government and Taxpayer Perspective: Whether it is 
recapitalising PSBs laden with bad loans or giving 
guarantees for security receipts, the money is coming 
from the taxpayers’ pocket. 

 While recapitalisation and such guarantees are often 
designated as “reforms”, they are band aids at best. 

 The only sustainable solution is to improve the 
lending operation in PSBs. 

 The plan of bailing out commercial banks will collapse 
if the bad bank is unable to sell such impaired assets in 
the market. The burden indeed will fall upon the 
taxpayer. 

Way Forward 

 So long as Public Sector Banks’ managements remain 
beholden to politicians and bureaucrats, their deficit in 
professionalism will remain and subsequently, 
prudential norms in lending will continue to suffer. 

 Therefore, a bad bank is a good idea, but the main 
challenge lies with tackling the underlying structural 
problems in the banking system and announcing 
reforms accordingly. 

Source: IE 
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CHAKMAS AND HAJONGS COMMUNITIES 

GS Paper - 2 - Issues Related to Minorities , Human Resource , 
Inclusive Growth , Important International Institutions 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in its 
order directed Ministry of Home Affairs and Arunachal Pradesh to 
submit action taken report within six weeks against 
alledged racial profiling and relocation of the Chakmas and 
Hajongs from the State. 
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 Also both the authorities were directed to "ensure that 
human rights of the Chakmas and Hajongs are protected 
by all the ways". 

 Members of the two communities have allegedly been 
victims of hate crime, police atrocities and denial of 
rights and beneficiary programmes. 

Key Points 

Background: 

 In 2015, the Supreme Court directed the State to 
grant them citizenship, but this had not yet been 
implemented. 

 In a judgment in 1996, the Court had stated that 
the “life and personal liberty of every Chakma 
residing within the State shall be protected”. 

 In light of these orders and given that most of the 
Chakma/Hajong community members were born in 
the State and have been living peacefully, the 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister’s announcement, in 
August 2021, that they would be relocated outside the 
State and that steps would be taken for a “census” of 
the communities was clearly unwarranted. 

 After that Chakma Development Foundation of India 
(CDFI) requested urgent intervention of the NHRC 
against racial profiling of 65,000 Chakma and Hajong 
tribals of Arunachal Pradesh through illegal census 
which was scheduled to commence 
from 31st December, 2021 (later plan of census was 
dropped) for their deportation / expulsion/ relocation 
from the State. 
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 Racial profiling is government or police activity that 
involves using people's racial and cultural 
characteristics to identify people to investigate. 

o Issues with the Special Census: 

 Chakma organisations said the census was nothing 
but racial profiling of the two communities because of 
their ethnic origin and violated Article 14 of the 
Constitution of India and Article 1 of the International 
Convention on Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination ratified by India. 

 Article 14 says that no person shall be denied 
treatment of equality before the law or the equal 
protection of the laws within the territory of India. 

 The United Nation General Assembly in October 1966 
proclaimed 21st March as the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, to be 
commemorated annually. 

o Chakmas and Hajongs: 

 Mizoram and Tripura have a sizeable population of 
the Buddhist Chakmas while the Hindu Hajongs 
mostly inhabit the Garo Hills of Meghalaya and 
adjoining areas of Assam. 

 The Chakmas and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh are 
migrants from the Chittagong Hill Tracts of 
erstwhile East Pakistan, now Bangladesh. 

 Displaced by the Kaptai dam on the Karnaphuli River in 
the 1960s, they sought asylum in India and were 
settled in relief camps in the southern and south-
eastern parts of Arunachal Pradesh from 1964 to 1969. 
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 A majority of them live in the Changlang district of the 
State (Arunachal Pradesh) today. 

o Citizenship Status: 

 Out of the 65,000 Chakmas and Hajongs, about 60,500 
are citizens by birth under Section 3 of the Citizenship 
Act, 1955, after having been born before 1st July 1987, 
or as descendants of those who were born before this 
date. 

 The applications of the remaining 4,500 surviving 
migrants following the 1996 Supreme Court order 
have not been processed to date. 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act of 2019, which 
amended two sections of the 1955 Act, has nothing to 
do with the Chakma-Hajongs since they were 
permanently settled by the Union of India in the 1960s. 

 And since 95% of the migrants were born in the North-
East Frontier Agency or Arunachal Pradesh, the Inner 
Line Permit mandatory under the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulation of 1873 for outsiders seeking to 
visit the State, also does not apply to them. 

Way Forward 

 The solution to the decades-old issue lies in the State 
respecting the rule of law and the judgements of the 
Supreme Court. 

 There has to be an end to politicians and political 
aspirants deriving mileage from the Chakma-Hajong 
issue. 

Source: TH 
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Daily quiz 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Project Himank. 

1. It is a project of the Border Roads Organisation (BRO). 
2. It is responsible for constructing and maintaining 

motorable roads in Ladakh. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer:c 
 

2) Consider the following statements regarding Algorithmic 
trading. 

1. Algorithmic trading refers to orders generated at 
superfast speed by the use of advanced mathematical 
models that involve automated execution of trade. 

2. SEBI recently banned the Algorithmic trading in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer:a 
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3) The UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage can be in which of 
the following forms? 

1. Oral traditions and expressions 
2. Social practices 
3. Knowledge and practices concerning nature 
4. Traditional craftsmanship 

Select the correct answer code: 

a)1 and 2only 
b)2 and 3 only 
c)3 and 4 only 
d)all the above 
 
Answer:d 
 

4) Consider the following statements regarding Antarctic 
Treaty, 1961 

1. According to treaty, Antarctica shall continue forever to 
be used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

2. It prohibits military activity, except in support of science 
and prohibits nuclear explosions and the disposal of 
nuclear waste. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer:c 
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5) Consider the following statements regarding Black holes. 

1. A black hole is an astronomical object with a gravitational 
pull so strong that nothing, not even light, can escape 
from it. 

2. The area outside the boundary of Black holes, called the 
event horizon does not emit any visible light. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer:a 
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