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73RD REPUBLIC DAY  CELEBRATED ON 26th JANUARY 
GS Paper - 2 - Indian Constitution , Parliament 

 

Why in News 

Republic Day (73rd) is celebrated every year on 26th January to 
commemorate the adoption of the Indian Constitution, which 
came into effect on this day in 1950. 

 The Constitution is the supreme law of the land and citizens 
are expected to abide by it. 

Key Points 

Background: 

 India became an independent nation on 15th August, 1947 
— a date thrust upon by Lord Louis Mountbatten, as it 
marked the second anniversary of Japan’s submission to 
allied powers after World War II. 

 After India became independent, it did not have its own 
constitution. The laws were based on a common law 
system and a modified version of the “Government of 
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India Act, 1935”, which was brought in by the British 
government. 

 Approximately two weeks later, a Drafting Committee was 
appointed to draft the Indian Constitution with Dr BR 
Ambedkar as the chairman. The Indian Constitution was 
finally ready and adopted on 26th November, 1949 
(Constitution Day). 

 The Constitution came into effect after two months, on 
26th January, 1950. 

 The Indian National Congress, on 19th December, 1929, 
passed a historic resolution of “Purna Swaraj” or complete 
self-rule at its Lahore session. 

 It was declared by the Congress party that 26th January, 
1930, will be celebrated as “Independence Day” by the 
Indians. 

 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, who was the President of 
Congress party, hoisted the tricolor on the banks of the 
Ravi river in Lahore. This day was celebrated as Poorna 
Swaraj day for the next 17 years. 

 Thus, when the Constitution of India was adopted on 
26th November, 1949, many considered it necessary to 
celebrate and enforce the document on a day associated 
with national pride, which was – 26th January. 

Significance: 

 Republic day is a monumental day in Indian history 
because it was on this day that India adopted its own 
Constitution and declared its own laws of the land. 
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 The British colonial Government of India Act (1935) was 
finally replaced and the country was set to make a fresh 
start. 

 Additionally, it was also on this day that the Preamble of 
the Constitution of India came into effect. 

 The Preamble is largely a comprehensive statement that 
presents the key principles of the Constitution. 

 On this day India shed the last relic of the colonial system 
and effected a new dawn by becoming a Sovereign 
Democratic Republic. 

 The day is an occasion to commemorate the values of our 
democracy and Republic, to reaffirm our commitment to 
liberty, fraternity and equality across our society and 
among all our citizens. 

 The day celebrates the desire of a huge nation that wants 
to be governed through one single constitution giving 
another example of India’s unity in diversity. 

 

Threats to Indian Democracy: 

 Although India has made a place for itself as one of the 
fastest growing economies in the world, it loses behind a 
lot in the name of growth. 

 Poverty remains the biggest challenge of present day India, 
the majority of the people continue to live below the 
poverty line with a huge divide between the rich and the 
poor. 

 Gender discrimination remains at all level with skewed 
female ratio, few economic opportunities, disparities in 
wages, violence, malnutrition etc. 
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 Communalism and religious fundamentalism have 
acquired a very dangerous form and alarming proportion in 
India. It is an affront to India’s nationalist identity and a 
tragic setback to its evolving secular culture. 

 Indian democracy also struggles with regionalism which is 
primarily an outcome of regional disparities and 
imbalances in development. 

 Continued feeling of inequality both among and within 
state creates a feeling of neglect, deprivation and 
discrimination. 

 Elections which serve as the most evident expression of 
democracy are affected by money and muscle abuse by 
politicians and political parties. 

 Most of the politicians have pending criminal cases against 
them, source of funding for elections remains 
questionable. 

 

Sovereign, Democratic, Republic 

 Sovereign: The word ‘sovereign’ implies that India is neither 
a dependency nor a dominion of any other nation, but an 
independent state. There is no authority above it, and it is 
free to conduct its own affairs. 

 Democratic: It is based on the doctrine of popular 
sovereignty, that is, possession of supreme power by the 
people. 

 Republic: Preamble indicates that India has an elected head 
called the President. He is elected indirectly for a fixed 
period of five years. 
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Way Forward 

 Our Republic has come a long way and we must appreciate 
how far successive generations have brought us. Equally, 
we must appreciate that our voyage is far from complete. 

 There is a need to recalibrate our yardstick of achievement 
and success - from quantity to quality; from a literate 
society to a knowledge society in order. 

 No conception of India's development can be complete 
without a salute to our spirit of inclusiveness. India's 
pluralism is its greatest strength and its greatest example to 
the world. 

 The "Indian model" rests on a tripod of diversity, democracy 
and development where we cannot choose one above the 
other. 

 The nation needs to encompass all segments and all 
communities, so that the nation transforms into a family 
that invokes, encourages and celebrates the uniqueness 
and potential in each person. 

Source: IE 
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FREEBIES IN INDIAN POLITICS 
GS Paper - 2 - Government Policies & Interventions 

 

Why in News 

Recently, a petition has been filed in the Supreme Court seeking a 
direction to the Election Commission of India (ECI) to seize 
the election symbol or deregister a political party that promises 
or distributes “irrational freebies” from public funds before 
elections. 

 The petition argued that the recent trend of political parties 
to influence voters by offering freebies with an eye on 
elections is not only the greatest threat to the survival of 
democratic values but also injures the spirit of the 
Constitution. 

Key Points 

 About Freebies in Indian Politics: 

 Political parties promise to offer free electricity/water 
supply, monthly allowance to unemployed, daily wage 
workers and women as well as gadgets like laptops, 
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smartphones etc. in order to secure the vote of the 
people. 

 About the Petition: 

 Petitioner submits that arbitrary promises of irrational 
freebies violate the ECI's mandate for free and fair 
elections. 

 Distributing private goods-services, which are not for 
public purposes, from public funds clearly 
violates Articles 14 (equality before law), 162 
(executive power of a State), 266(3) (expenditure 
from Consolidated Fund of India) and 282 
(Discretionary grants)of the Constitution. 

 The petition also sought the Supreme Court to give a 
direction to the Union to enact a law in this regard. 

 It sought a direction to the ECI to insert an additional 
condition in the relevant paragraphs of the Election 
Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order 1968. 

 It deals with conditions for recognition as a state 
party, that a "political party shall not 
promise/distribute irrational freebies from the public 
fund before the election". 

 Arguments in Favor of Freebies: 

 Essential for Fulfilling Expectations: In a country like 
India where the states have (or don’t have) a certain 
level of development, upon the emergence of the 
elections, there are expectations from the part of 
people which are met by such promises of freebies. 
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 Moreover, there are also comparative expectations 
when the people of the adjoining/other states (with 
different ruling parties) get freebies. 

 Helps Lesser Developed States: With the states that 
have comparatively lower level of development with a 
larger share of the population suffering from poverty, 
such kind of freebies become need/demand-
based and it becomes essential to offer the people 
such subsidies for their own upliftment. 

 Associated Issues With ‘Freebies’: 

 Economic Burden: This places a huge economic 
burden on the exchequer of the state as well as 
centre. 

 Against Free and Fair Election: The promise of 
irrational freebies from public funds before elections 
unduly influences the voters, disturbs the level playing 
field and vitiates the purity of the poll process. 

 It amounts to an unethical practice that is just like 
giving bribes to the electorate. 

 Against Equality Principle: Distribution of private 
goods or services, which are not for public purposes, 
from public funds before the election violates several 
articles of the Constitution, including Article 14 
(equality before law). 

 SC Judgement: The Supreme Court in S Subramaniam 
Balaji vs Government of Tamil Nadu 2013 case held that 
unrealistic poll promises and freebies are a serious issue 
that disturbs the level-playing field in elections. 
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 The court also held that promises in the election 
manifesto cannot be construed as “corrupt practice“ 
under the Representation of People Act or under any 
other prevailing law and hence, distribution of 
freebies can’t be stopped when the ruling party uses 
public funds for this purpose through passage of 
Appropriation Acts in state assembly. 

 At the same time, the court noted that there is no 
enactment that directly governs the contents of the 
election manifesto, and directed ECI to frame 
guidelines for the same in consultation with all the 
recognised political parties. 

Way Forward 

 Better Policy Reach: The economic policies or 
development models that the parties plan to adopt have 
to be very clearly stated and implemented effectively. 

 Moreover, the parties should have (and provide) a 
proper understanding on the economics and 
expenditure of such policies. 

 Judicious Demand-Based Freebies: India is a large 
country and there is still a huge set of people who are 
below the poverty line. 

 It is also important to have all the people 
accommodated in the development plan of the 
country. 

 The judicious and sensible offering of freebies or 
subsidies that can be easily accommodated in the 
states’ budget do not do much harm and can be 
leveraged. 
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 Differentiating Subsidies and Freebies: There is a need 
to understand the impacts of freebies from the economic 
sense and connect it with the taxpayers money. 

 It is also essential to distinguish between subsidy and 
freebies as subsidies are the justified and specifically 
targeted benefits that arise out of demands. 

 Awareness Among People: The People should realize the 
wrong they do in selling their votes for freebies. If they 
do not resist, they cannot expect good leaders. 

Source: TH 

 

CORRUPTION PERCEPTION INDEX  2021 RELEASED 
BY TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL. 

GS Paper - 2 - Transparency & Accountability , Government 
Policies & Interventions , Important International Institutions 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Corruption Perception Index (CPI) 2021 was 
released by Transparency International. 
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 Overall, the CPI shows that control of corruption has 
stagnated or worsened in 86% of countries over the last 
decade. 

 

Transparency International 

 It is an international non -governmental 
organisation founded in 1993 based in Berlin, Germany 

 Its non-profit purpose is to take action to combat global 
Corruption with civil societal anti-corruption 
measures and to prevent criminal activities arising from 
corruption. 

 Its most notable publications include the Global 
Corruption Barometer and the Corruption Perception 
Index. 

Key Points 

About: 

 The Index ranks 180 countries and territories by their 
perceived levels of public sector corruption according to 
experts and businesspeople. 

 It relies on 13 independent data sources and uses 
a scale of zero to 100, where zero is highly corrupt and 
100 is very clean. 

 More than two-thirds of countries (68%) score below 50 
and the average global score remains static at 43. Since 
2012, 25 countries significantly improved their scores, 
but in the same period 23 countries significantly 
declined. 
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o Top performers: 

 This year, the top countries are Denmark, 
Finland and New Zealand, each with a score of 
88. Norway (85), Singapore (85), Sweden (85), Switzerl
and (84), the Netherlands (82), Luxembourg (81) 
and Germany (80) complete the top 10. 

o Bottom Performers: 

 South Sudan (11), Syria (13) and Somalia (13) remain 
at the bottom of the index. 

 Countries experiencing armed conflict or 
authoritarianism tend to earn the lowest scores, 
including Venezuela (14), Afghanistan (16), North 
Korea (16), Yemen (16), Equatorial 
Guinea (17), Libya (17) and Turkmenistan (19). 

o India’s Performance: 

 India ranked 85 among 180 countries in the current 
index (86 in 2020 and 80 in 2019). Transparency 
International gave India a CPI score of 40. 

 Except Bhutan, all of India's neighbours are ranked 
below it. Pakistan dropped 16 spots in the index and 
was ranked at 140. 

 The country’s score has remained stagnant over the 
past decade, some of the mechanisms that could help 
reign in corruption are weakening. 

 There are concerns over the country’s democratic 
status, as fundamental freedoms and institutional 
checks and balances decay. 

 Anyone that speaks up against the government has 
been targeted 
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with security, defamation, sedition, hate 
speech and contempt-of-court charges, and with 
regulations on foreign funding. 

o Fall of Democracy: 

 From the repression of opposition supporters in 
Belarus, to the closing of media outlets and civil 
society organisations in Nicaragua, the deadly violence 
against protesters in Sudan and the killing of human 
rights defenders in the Philippines, human rights and 
democracy are under threat around the world. 

 Increasingly, rights and checks and balances are being 
undermined not only in countries with systemic 
corruption and weak institutions, but also among 
established democracies. 

 Since 2012, 90% of countries have stagnated or 
declined in their civil liberties score on the Democracy 
Index. 

o The global Covid-19 pandemic has also been used in many 
countries as an excuse to curtail basic freedoms and side-
step important checks and balances. 

o And despite the increasing international momentum to end 
the abuse of anonymous shell companies, many high-
scoring countries with relatively “clean” public sectors 
continue to enable transnational corruption. 

o The current wave of authoritarianism is not driven by 
coups and violence, but by gradual efforts to undermine 
democracy. This usually begins with attacks on civil and 
political rights, efforts to undermine the autonomy of 
oversight and election bodies, and control of the media. 
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o Such attacks allow corrupt regimes to evade accountability 
and criticism, allowing corruption to flourish. 

Suggestions: 

o Peoples Demand: 

 To end the vicious cycle of corruption, human rights 
violations and democratic decline, people should 
demand that their governments: 

 Uphold the rights needed to hold power to account. 

 Restore and strengthen institutional checks on 
power. 

 Combat transnational forms of corruption. 

 Uphold the right to information in government 
spending. 

o Address Fundamental Failings: 

 To forge ahead together in sustainable anti-
corruption efforts, economic recovery strategies 
should address the fundamental failings that have 
led to many countries’ corrupt systems. 

 Effective control of corruption and common 
prosperity can only be achieved through the 
engagement of informed people who are able to 
assemble freely, speak openly and blow the whistle 
on corruption without fear of reprisal. 

o Anti- Corruption Agencies: 

 Countries with no anti-corruption agency or 
weakening institutions should uphold the 2012 
Jakarta Statement on Principles for Anti-
Corruption Agencies, its Colombo Commentary and 
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regional commitments such as the Teieniwa Vision, 
alongside all other steps required by the United 
Nations Convention against Corruption. 

 The United Nations Convention against Corruption is 
the only legally binding universal anti-corruption 
instrument. 

o Related Indian Initiatives 

 The Indian Penal Code, 1860 

 Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 

 The Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 

 The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 

 The Companies Act, 2013 

 The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 

 Central Vigilance Commission 

 
Source:IE 
 

INDEPENDENT EXTERNAL MONITORS (IEM) IN 
GOVERNMENT BODIES. 

Government Policies & Interventions - GS Paper - 2 

Why in News 

Recently, the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has modified 
the criteria for the nomination of Independent External Monitors 
(IEM) in government bodies. 

 The modification came months after it had issued a revised 
standard operating procedure for adoption and 
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implementation of the ‘Integrity Pact’ clause, which is 
meant to prevent corruption in public procurement. 

Key Points 

o Integrity Pact: 

 The ‘Integrity Pact’ envisages an agreement between 
the prospective vendors/bidders and the 
buyer, committing persons and officials of both sides 
to not resort to any corrupt practices in any aspect or 
stage of the contract. 

 Any violation of the clause entails the disqualification 
of bidders and exclusion from future business 
dealings. 

 The pact also ensures transparency, equity and 
competitiveness in public procurement. 

o Independent External Monitors: 

 The IEMs independently and objectively review the 
documents to determine if the parties have complied 
with their obligations under the pact. 

 They give recommendations to the authorities 
concerned after examining the complaints related to 
any contract. 

 They may submit a report to the chief executive of the 
organisation concerned or directly to the Chief 
Vigilance Officer (CVO) and the CVC, if they find 
serious irregularities attracting the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988 provisions. 

o IEM Rules Modificiation: The zone of consideration for 
empanelment as IEMs has been revised. It now includes: 
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 Officers who have held the post of Additional 
Secretary to the Government of India; 

 Those who were Chairman-cum-Managing Directors 
(CMD) of Schedule ‘A’ public sector enterprises. 

 Persons equivalent/higher to Additional Secretary to 
the Central government at the time of retirement. 

 CMDs/MDs and Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of 
public sector banks, insurance companies and other 
financial institutions at the time of retirement; 

 Officers of the armed forces who were in a pay scale 
equivalent to or higher than that of Additional 
Secretary at the time of retirement, are also eligible. 

Central Vigilance Commission 

 CVC is the apex vigilance institution, free of control 
from any executive authority, monitoring all vigilance 
activity under the Central Government and advising 
various authorities in Central Government 
organizations in planning, executing, reviewing and 
reforming their vigilance work. 

 It is an independent body and is only responsible to 
the Parliament. 

 It was set up by the Government in February, 1964 on 
the recommendations of the Committee on 
Prevention of Corruption, headed by K. Santhanam. 

 The Parliament enacted Central Vigilance 
Commission Act, 2003 (CVC Act) conferring statutory 
status on the CVC. 

 
Source:TH 
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SSLV-D1 Micro SAT 
GS Paper - 3 - Space Technology , Achievements of 

Indians in Science & Technology 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) chairman has mentioned the launch of an “SSLV-D1 Micro 
SAT in April 2022”. 

 The SSLV (Small Satellite Launch Vehicle) aims to cater to 
the market for the launch of small satellites into Earth’s low 
orbits that has emerged in recent years to cater to the 
needs of developing countries, universities for small 
satellites, and private corporations. 

http://www.mymentorias.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/space-technology
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/achievements-of-indians-in-science-&-technology
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/achievements-of-indians-in-science-&-technology
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1643272554_Small_Satellite_Launch_Vehicle_Drishti_IAS_English.png
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/new-isro-chairman-s-somanath#:~:text=Somanath%2C%20an%20eminent%20rocket%20scientist,ISRO)%20and%20the%20Space%20Secretary.&text=He%20has%20played%20a%20major,(GSLV%20Mk%2DIII).
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/new-isro-chairman-s-somanath#:~:text=Somanath%2C%20an%20eminent%20rocket%20scientist,ISRO)%20and%20the%20Space%20Secretary.&text=He%20has%20played%20a%20major,(GSLV%20Mk%2DIII).
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/types-of-orbit
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/types-of-orbit


DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 27 JANUARY 2022 www.mymentorias.com 
7293010102 

 

Key Points 

About: 

 It is the smallest vehicle weighing only 110-tonne. It will 
take only 72 hours to integrate, unlike the 70 days taken 
now for a launch vehicle. 

 It can carry satellites weighing up to 500 kg to a low earth 
orbit while the tried and tested Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) can launch satellites weighing in the range 
of 1000 kg. 

 SSLV is a three-stage all solid vehicle and has a capability 
to launch up to 500 kg satellite mass into 500 km Low Earth 
Orbit (LEO) and 300 kg to Sun Synchronous Orbit (SSO). 

 It is perfectly suited for launching multiple 
microsatellites at a time and supports multiple orbital 
drop-offs. 

 The key features of SSLV are low cost, with low turn-
around time, flexibility in accommodating multiple 
satellites, launch on demand feasibility, minimal launch 
infrastructure requirements, etc. 

 The Government has sanctioned a total cost of Rs. 169 
Crores for the development project including the 
development & qualification of the vehicle systems and the 
flight demonstration through three development flights 
(SSLV-D1, SSLV-D2 & SSLV-D3). 

 ISRO’s new chairman Dr Somanath is credited with 
designing and developing the SSLV during his tenure as 
director of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in 
Thiruvananthapuram since 2018. 
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 The maiden flight of the SSLV was scheduled to launch in 
July 2019 but that has since been delayed due to setbacks 
from Covid-19 and other issues. 

Significance of SSLV: 

 The development and manufacture of the SSLV 
are expected to create greater synergy between the space 
sector and private Indian industries – a key aim of the 
space ministry. 

 Indian industry has a consortium for the production of 
PSLV and should come together to produce the SSLV as 
well once it is tested. 

 One of the mandates of the newly-created ISRO 
commercial arm, New Space India Limited (NSIL) is 
to mass-produce and manufacture the SSLV and the more 
powerful PSLV in partnership with the private sector in 
India through technology transfers. 

 Its aim is to use research and development carried out by 
ISRO over the years for commercial purposes through 
Indian industry partners. 

 Small satellite launches have so far depended on ‘piggy-
back’ rides with big satellite launches on the Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) — ISRO’s work-horse with 
more than 50 successful launches. As a result, small 
satellite launches have relied on ISRO finalising launch 
contracts for larger satellites. 

 
Source: IE 
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Daily quiz 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Whales: 

1. Bulk feeding, is a method where the whale consumes a large 
volume of prey and water together. 

2. Lunge-feeding whales are also called rorquals and include 
two of the largest animals on earth, the blue and fin whales. 

3. Western gray whales are currently listed as ‘Endangered’ on 
the IUCN Red list of Threatened Species. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 
a.  1 and 2 only 
b.  1 only 
c.  2 and 3 only 
d.  3 only 

 

Answer : b 

2) Consider the following statements regarding ISRO’s Small 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV): 

1. It has a payload capacity of 500 kg to a 500km planar orbit 
and can carry multiple satellites. 

2. It is a 3 stage all solid vehicle and capable of launching 
satellites into the Geo-Synchronous Transfer orbit (GTO). 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer : a 

http://www.mymentorias.com/
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3) Consider the following statements regarding the Chakmas and 
Hajongs: 

1. The Chakmas are the Hindus and the Hajongs are the 
Buddhists who are present in the north eastern states of 
India. 

2. They are migrants from the Chittagong Hill Tracts of 
erstwhile East Pakistan. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  Both 1 and 2 
d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer : b 

4) Consider the following statements regarding Cholas: 

1. The Uttaramerur Inscription issued by Pranthaka Chola gives 
details about, the election of local self-governance bodies. 

2. The kingdom was divided into Kottams and was ruled by the 
royal princes. 

3. Periyapuranam by Sekkizhar, and Dasakumaracharita by 
Dandi were composed during the Chola period. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 and 3 only 
b.  2 only 
c.  1 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer : c 
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5) Corruption Perception Index (CPI) is published by which of the 
following organization? 

a.  Transparency International 
b.  Amnesty International 
c.  Oxfam 
d.  Walk Free Foundation 

 

Answer : a 
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