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Why in News

Recently,  the  Union  government  informed
the   Supreme Court (SC)   that no starvation death
(Death by Hunger) has been reported by any state
or Union territory (UT) in recent years.

Key Points

 The Petition:

o The court is hearing a petition 
that highlights how starvation deaths 
continue to eat into the right to life and 
dignity of social fabric and a “radical” new 
measure like community kitchens need to
be set up across the country to feed the 
poor and the hungry.

o The petition also referred 
to Rajasthan’s Annapurna Rasoi, Indira 
Canteens in Karnataka, Delhi’s Aam Aadmi 
Canteen, Anna Canteen of Andhra 
Pradesh, Jharkhand Mukhyamantri Dal Bhat
and Odisha’s Ahaar Centre.

 SC’s Ruling:

o The SC asked the Centre to explore the 
possibility of a “model”   community   
kitchen scheme by which it could support 
the States to ensure food security for the 
poor.
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o It asked the Centre to make a model 
scheme and leave it to the States to 
follow the guidelines depending on their 
individual food habits.

o Called for the creation of a national 
food grid by the Centre which is beyond the 
scope of the   Public Distribution Scheme.  

Hunger in India

 Related Data:

o Food and Agriculture Report, 
2018 stated that India houses 195.9 
million of the 821 million undernourished
people in the world, accounting for 
approximately 24% of the world’s hungry. 
Prevalence of undernourishment in India 
is 14.8%, higher than both the global and 
Asian average.

o It had been reported in 2017 by 
the National Health Survey that 
approximately 19 crore people in the 
country were compelled to sleep on an 
empty stomach every night.

o Moreover, the most alarming fgure 
revealed is that approximately 4500 
children die every day under the age of 
five years in the country due to hunger 
and malnutrition, amounting to over three 
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lakh deaths every year, owing to hunger, of 
children alone.

o India slipped to 101st position in 
the   Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021   of 
116 countries, from its 2020 position of 94th.

 Causes of Malnutrition:

o There are multiple dimensions 
of malnutrition in India that include

 Calorific deficiency- Though the 
government has surplus of foodgrains, 
there is calorifc defciency because the 
allocation and distribution is not proper. 
Even the yearly budget allocated is not fully
utilised.

 Protein hunger-   Pulses   are a 
major contributor to address protein 
hunger. However, there is not enough 
budgetary allocations done to tackle the 
problem. With Eggs missing from menus of 
Mid-day Meals in various States, an easy 
way to improve protein intake is lost.

 Micronutrient deficiency (also 
known as   hidden hunger  ): India faces a 
severe crisis in micronutrient defciency. Its
causes include poor diet, disease, or 
increased micronutrient needs not met 
during pregnancy and lactation.

o Other factors:
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 Poor access to   safe drinking   
water and

 Poor access 
to   Sanitation   (especially toilets),

 Low levels of immunisation and

 Education, especially of women.

 Government Interventions

o Eat Right India Movement:   An 
outreach activity organised by the Food 
Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) for citizens to nudge them towards 
eating right.

o POSHAN Abhiyan  : Launched by 
the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development in 2018, it targets to reduce 
stunting, undernutrition, anaemia (among 
young children, women and adolescent girls).

o Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana   
Yojana: A centrally sponsored 
scheme     executed by the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development, is a maternity beneft
programme being implemented in all districts 
of the country with efect from 1st January, 
2017.

o Food Fortification:   Food Fortifcation or
Food Enrichment is the addition of key 
vitamins and minerals such as iron, iodine, 
zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as 
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rice, milk and salt to improve their nutritional
content.

o National Food Security Act, 2013:   It 
legally entitled up to 75% of the rural 
population and 50% of the urban population 
to receive subsidised food grains under 
the Targeted Public Distribution System.

o Mission Indradhanush:   It targets 
children under 2 years of age and pregnant 
women for immunisation against 12 Vaccine-
Preventable Diseases (VPD).

o Integrated Child Development   
Services (ICDS) Scheme: Launched in 
1975, the ICDS Scheme ofers a package of 
six services to children in the age group of 0-6
years, pregnant women and lactating 
mothers.

Way Forward

 Linking of Schemes: Agriculture-Nutrition 
linkage schemes have the potential for greater 
impact in dealing with malnutrition and thus, 
needs greater emphasis.

 Early fund disbursement: The government 
needs to ensure early disbursement of funds and
optimum utilisation of funds in schemes linked 
to nutrition.

 Underutilisation of Resources:   It has been 
pointed out many times that expenditure made 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-nutrition-problem
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/malnutrition-in-india-1#:~:text=Integrated%20Child%20Development%20Services%20(ICDS)%20Scheme&text=It%20provides%20a%20package%20of,check-up%20and%20referral%20services
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/malnutrition-in-india-1#:~:text=Integrated%20Child%20Development%20Services%20(ICDS)%20Scheme&text=It%20provides%20a%20package%20of,check-up%20and%20referral%20services
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/mission-indradhanush-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/public-distribution-system-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/one-nation-one-ration-card-scheme


under many nutrition-based schemes is 
considerably lower than what was allocated 
under them. Thus, emphasis needs to be on 
implementation.

 Convergence with other 
Schemes: Nutrition goes beyond just food, with
economic, health, water, sanitation, gender 
perspectives and social norms contributing to 
better nutrition. This is why the proper 
implementation of other schemes can also 
contribute to better nutrition.

 PM Poshan Scheme: The   PM Poshan   
Scheme aims to enhance the nutrition of school
children by providing a balanced diet in 
schools. By including milk and eggs in each 
states’ menu, preparing a menu based on 
climatic conditions, local foods etc. can 
help in providing the right nutrition to 
children in diferent States.

Source: TH

Indian Cellular and Electronics
Association
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Why in News

Recently,  a  report  by  the Indian  Cellular  and
Electronics  Association  (ICEA) has  said  that
India’s  policy  of  adopting high  tarifs  on  the
import of electronics components may prove to
be counterproductive.

 ICEA is the apex industry body of the mobile 
and electronics industry comprising 
manufacturers.

Key Points

 High Tarifs:
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o India has adopted high tarifs on the 
import of electronics components to reduce 
risks from global competition and save 
domestic companies.

 However, it may prove to be 
counterproductive to its schemes aimed at 
increasing domestic production of 
electronic products.

 India vs Other Nations: All the countries 
have tried to encourage the domestic 
production of electronic goods in their 
geographies by adopting almost similar 
strategies such as attracting Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI), improving domestic 
capabilities and competitiveness, increasing 
exports and then linking their markets with 
global value chains.

o China: Since 1980 China has improved
its ranking in terms of ofice and telecom
equipment export from 35 to 
1, while Vietnam, which did not export any 
such electronic products up until 1990s 
has climbed the ladder to become the 
eight largest export in just 20 years.

o Mexico: Similarly, Mexico, which was 
37th in terms of electronics product export in 
the 1980s has steadily risen through the 
ranks to gain 11th place, a position it has 
maintained over the last two decades.
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o Thailand: It ranked 45 in 1980, has 
also consolidated its position in the top 
15 electronic product exporters, according
to the report.

o India: On the other hand, India, which 
started at 40th position in the 1980s has 
gained and lost positions to 
reach 28th position by 2019.

 High Tarifs and India’s Loss:

o Though all the countries followed nearly 
the same policy to boost domestic electronics 
manufacturing, one major diference 
between India and the rest of the 
countries was heavy reliance on tarifs.

o It is due to such high tarifs that 
investors and electronic component 
makers from global markets shy away 
from India as a market since the 
participation of the country in global value 
chains has remained low.

o Further, despite the size of the Indian 
economy, its participation in exports and 
international trade has remained low.

o Even for the domestic markets, the 
assumption that it will be beneficial to 
most companies since it is large and 
growing is wrong.
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 For example, in the case of mobile 
phones, where one of the largest PLI 
schemes is currently operational, the size of
the domestic market is expected to increase
to USD 55 billion by 2025-26, whereas the 
global market is expected to reach USD 625
billion by the same time.

o Thus, at present, the Indian domestic 
market is about 6.5% of the global 
market, with a possibility of growing to 8.8%,
if the growth forecasts are reasonably robust.

o At present, India’s market share is not
attractive enough for FDI to choose India 
as a location primarily on the basis of its 
domestic market per se, especially if India’s 
policies result in cost ineficiencies which 
create obstacles to accessing a much larger 
global market.

 Counterproductivity of PLI Scheme:

o One of the major reasons why the report 
concluded that a high tarif on the import of 
electronic components may end up undoing 
the gains of Production Linked Incentive 
(PLI) schemes is that companies which have 
extensive global value chains are reluctant to 
enter India when tarifs for components are 
high.

o While the large electronics markets of 
India may look attractive, they are very small 
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in global terms. Moreover, India does not 
produce about 50% of the components on
which tarif has been increased. Hence the
impact of tarifs is likely to be adverse on 
India’s competitiveness.

o Although globally companies such as the 
US are increasing tarifs on the import of 
electronic components, India must keep its 
tarif at a bare minimum to ensure it 
remains competitive among its peers in the 
Asian neighbourhood.

 Related Initiatives:

o Scheme for Promotion of   
Manufacturing of Electronic Components
and Semiconductors (SPECS).

o Modified Electronics Manufacturing   
Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme.

o National Policy on Electronics 2019.  

India’s Electronic Sector

 The Indian electronics sector 
is tremendously growing with the demand 
expected to cross USD 400 billion by 2023-
24.

 Domestic production has grown from USD 
29 billion in 2014-15 to nearly USD 70 
billion in 2019-20 (Compounded Annual 
Growth Rate of 25%).
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 Most of this production takes place in the 
fnal assembly units (last-mile industries) 
located in India and focussing on them would 
help develop deep backward linkages, thus 
inducing industrialisation.

o This was an idea propounded by 
economist Albert O Hirschman in his 
theory of ‘Unbalanced Growth’.

 The   Economic Survey 2019-20   also 
promoted this idea and suggested “assembly in 
India for the world”, especially in “networked 
products”, in a bid to create four crore well-paid
jobs by 2025 and eight crore jobs by 2030.

Source:IE
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Why in News

The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of
the  tenure  of  the  National  Commission  for
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Safai  Karamcharis  (NCSK)  for  three  years
beyond 31st March, 2022.

 The major benefciaries would be the Safai 
Karamcharis and identifed manual scavengers 
in the country.

 Manual scavenging   is defned as “the 
removal of human excrement from public 
streets and dry latrines, cleaning septic tanks, 
gutters and sewers”.

Key Points

 About:

o The NCSK was established in the year 
1993 as per the provisions of the NCSK Act 
1993 to give its recommendations to the 
Government regarding specifc programmes 
for welfare of Safai Karamcharis.

 The NCSK Act ceased to have efect 
from 29th February, 2004. After that 
the tenure of the NCSK has been 
extended as a non-statutory body from 
time to time through resolutions.

o It studies and evaluates the existing 
welfare programmes for Safai Karamcharis, 
investigates cases of specifc grievances etc.

o As per the provisions of the Prohibition 
of Employment as Manual Scavengers 
and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, the 
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NCSK has been assigned the work to monitor 
the implementation of the Act, tender advice 
for its efective implementation to the Center 
and State Governments and enquire into 
complaints regarding contravention/non-
implementation of the provisions of the Act.

o The Chairperson and Members of the 
Commission undertake extensive touring of 
the country to study the socio-economic and 
living conditions of Safai Karamcharis and 
their dependents.

o The Commission calls for the factual 
reports in connection with these 
complaints/petitions from the concerned 
authorities and impress upon them to redress 
the grievances of the afected Safai 
Karamcharis.

 Status:

o As per the NCSK     (2020 data), a total of 
631 people have died in the country while 
cleaning sewers and septic tanks in the last 
10 years.

 2019 saw the highest number of 
manual scavenging deaths in the past 
fve years. 110 workers were killed while 
cleaning sewers and septic tanks.

 This is a 61% increase as compared 
to 2018, which saw 68 cases of such similar
deaths.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/manual-scavenging-in-india-1


o As per data collected in 2018, 29,923 
people were engaged in manual 
scavenging in Uttar Pradesh, making it the 
highest in any State in India.

 Related Schemes:

o Prevention of Atrocities Act:

 In 1989, the Prevention 
of Atrocities Act became an integrated 
guard for sanitation workers; more than 
90% people employed as manual 
scavengers belonged to the Scheduled 
Caste. This became an important landmark 
to free manual scavengers from designated 
traditional occupations.

o Safaimitra Suraksha Challenge:

 It was launched by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Afairs on World 
Toilet Day (19th November) in 2020.

 The Government launched this 
“challenge” for all states to make sewer-
cleaning mechanized by April 2021 — if any
human needs to enter a sewer line in case 
of unavoidable emergency, proper gear and
oxygen tanks, etc., are to be provided.

o ‘Swachhta Abhiyan App’:

 It has been developed to identify and
geotag the data of insanitary latrines and 
manual scavengers so that the insanitary 
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latrines can be replaced with sanitary 
latrines and rehabilitate all the manual 
scavengers to provide dignity of life to 
them.

o National Safai Karamcharis Finance 
and Development Corporation:

 It is a not-for-proft company under 
the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment.

 The primary objective of this 
corporation is to uplift the Safai 
Karamcharis, Scavengers and their 
dependents socially and economically.

o SC Judgment:

 In 2014, a Supreme Court order 
made it mandatory for the government to 
identify all those who died in sewage work 
since 1993 and provide Rs. 10 lakh each as 
compensation to their families.

Prohibition  of  Employment  of  Manual
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013

 The Act prohibits employment of manual 
scavengers, manual cleaning of sewers and 
septic tanks without protective equipment, 
and the construction of insanitary latrines.

 No person, local authority or agency (like 
Municipal Corporations) should engage or 
employ people for hazardous cleaning of sewers 
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and septic tanks. Mechanized cleaning of septic 
tanks is the prescribed norm.

 It seeks to rehabilitate manual scavengers 
and provide for their alternative 
employment. Each local authority, cantonment 
board, and railway authority is responsible for 
surveying insanitary latrines within its 
jurisdiction. They shall also construct a number 
of sanitary community latrines.

 Each occupier of insanitary latrines shall be 
responsible for converting or demolishing 
the latrine at his own cost. If he fails to do so, 
the local authority shall convert the latrine and 
recover the cost from him.

 The Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 has been introduced.

Source:PIB
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Why in News

The Pacific ‘Ring of fire’ is situated just over 60
kilometers from the island nation of Tonga, where
recently Hunga  Tonga-Hunga  Ha’apai
volcano erupted  sending  ash  and  smoke
thousands of feet into the air.
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Key Points

 About:

o Also called Pacifc rim or the Circum-
Pacifc Belt, is an area along the Pacifc Ocean
that is characterized by active volcanoes and 
frequent earthquakes.

o It is home to about 75% of the world’s 
volcanoes – more than 450 volcanoes. Also, 
about 90% of the world’s earthquakes occur 
here.

 Geographical Stretch:

o The Ring of Fire is stretched to 
approximately 40,000 kilometers tracing 
boundaries between several tectonic plates
including the Pacific, Juan de Fuca, 
Cocos, Indian-Australian, Nazca, North 
American, and Philippine Plates.

o The chain runs up along the western 
coast of South and North America, 
crosses over the Aleutian Islands in 
Alaska, runs down the eastern coast of Asia 
past New Zealand and into the northern coast
of Antarctica.

o Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Mexico, United States, Canada, 
Russia, Japan, Philippines, Australia, Papua 



New Guinea, Indonesia, New Zealand, and 
Antarctica are some of the important 
places located in the ring of the fire.

 Causes of Volcanic Activity:

o Tectonic plates move towards each 
other creating subduction zones. One plate
gets pushed down or is subducted by the 
other plate. This is a very slow process – a 
movement of just one or two inches per 
year.

o As this subduction happens, rocks melt, 
become magma and move to Earth’s 
surface and cause volcanic activity.

 In the case of Tonga, the Pacific 
Plate was pushed down below the Indo-
Australian Plate and Tonga plate, causing 
the molten rock to rise above and form 
the chain of volcanoes.

 Recent Research:

o The Pacifc Plate, which drives much of 
the tectonic activity in the Ring of Fire, is 
cooling of.

o Scientists have discovered that 
the youngest parts of the Pacific Plate 
(about 2 million years old) are cooling 
of and contracting at a faster rate than older 
parts of the plate (about 100 million years 
old).



o The younger parts of the plate are found
in its northern and western parts, the 
most active parts of the Ring of Fire.

Subduction 

 Subduction happens when tectonic plates 
shift, and one plate is pushed under 
another. This movement of the ocean foor 
produces a "mineral transmutation", which 
leads to the melting and solidification of 
magma i.e., the formation of volcanoes.

o In other words, when a "downgoing" 
oceanic plate is pushed into a hotter 
mantle plate, it heats up, volatile 
elements mix, and this produces the magma.
The magma then rises up through the 
overlying plate and spurts out at the surface.

 A subduction zone is the biggest crash 
scene on Earth. These boundaries mark the 
collision between two tectonic plates.

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1642673741_subduction_Drishti_IAS_English.png


 When two tectonic plates meet at a 
subduction zone, one bends and slides 
underneath the other, curving down into the 
mantle, the hotter layer under the crust.

Source:IE
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Why in News

Recently,  the  population  of  the vulnerable
eastern  swamp  deer has  dipped  in
the Kaziranga  National  Park     and Tiger
Reserve (Assam).  The  eastern  swamp  deer
is extinct elsewhere in South Asia.

 This decline can be attributed to two high 
foods in 2019 and 2020.

 However, on the brighter side, the   eastern   
swamp deer has now been distributed to areas 
beyond the Kaziranga National Park, such 
as Orang National Park and   Laokhowa-  
Burachapori wildlife sanctuaries (Assam).

Key Points
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 About Swamp Deer: There are 
three subspecies of swamp deer found in the 
Indian Subcontinent.

o The western swamp deer (Rucervus 
duvaucelii) found in Nepal.

o Southern swamp deer/Hard Ground 
Barasingha (Rucervus duvaucelii branderi) 
found in central and north India.

o Eastern swamp deer (Rucervus 
duvaucelii ranjitsinhi) found in the Kaziranga
(Assam) and Dudhwa National Parks 
(Uttar Pradesh).

 Protection Status of Swamp Deer:

o IUCN Red List  : Vulnerable

o CITES:   Appendix I

o Wildlife Protection Act,   
1972: Schedule I

Source: TH
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Daily quiz

1)  Consider  the following statements  regarding National
Commission for Safai Karmacharis (NCSK):

1. It is constitutional body and quasi-judicial body, set up
to protect the manual scavengers.

2. The NCSK submits its report to the president of India, 
who lays it before the parliament.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  Both 1 and 2
 d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : d

2) Identify the countries bordering Saudi Arabia:

1. Kuwait
2. Qatar
3. Jordan
4. Iran
5. Yemen

Choose the correct option.

 a.  1, 2, 3 and 5 only
 b.  2, 3, 4 and 5 only
 c.  1, 4 and 5 only
 d.  2, 3 and 5 only



Answer : a

3) Which of the following best describes the term Vaccine
Complacency?

 a.  It is the ratio of vaccine adaptation among total 
population

 b.  It is the side effects associated with a vaccine and 
it related hesitancy among people

 c.  It is an attitude to delay getting vaccinated
 d.  It is a behaviour of distrusting vaccines

Answer : c

4) Consider the following statements regarding the BRICS:

1. The chairmanship of the forum is rotated biennially 
among the member nations and India is the present 
chairman.

2. The theme for BRICS 2022 is ‘Deeper Integration for 
Peace and Prosperity’.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect?

 a.  1 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  Both 1 and 2
 d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : c

5)  Consider  the  following  statements  regarding  the
National  Education  Alliance  for  Technology  (NEAT)
scheme.



1. It is under the umbrella scheme of Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan.

2. The nodal implementing agency is the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development.

3. It is based on a Public-Private Partnership model 
between the government and Ed-Tech companies in 
India.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 and 2 only
 b.  3 only
 c.  2 and 3 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : b
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