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Why in News

Recently,  the Prime  Minister  addressed
the   World  Economic  Forum  ’s  (WEF)  Davos
Agenda via video conferencing.

 The WEF annual meeting in Davos 
(Switzerland) engages the world's top leaders to
shape global, regional and industry agendas.

Key Points

 One Earth, One Health:
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o During the course of   Covid-19  , India 
saved many lives by exporting essential 
medicines and vaccines by following its 
vision of "One Earth, One Health".

 India has delivered 1154.173 lakh 
doses of Covid-19 vaccines to 97 countries 
till 31st December 2021.

o India is the world's third-largest 
pharmaceutical producer and is considered
'pharmacy to the world’.

 Pro-Planet People (P3) Approach:

o Proposed the idea of the “P3 (Pro-Planet-
People) movement” that underscores India’s 
commitments to climate change at the 
global forum (UNFCCC COP 26).

 Reiterated India’s “clean, green, 
sustainable, and reliable” energy goals 
which dwell on achieving a   net-zero   
carbon emission target by 2070.

o Making LIFE (Lifestyle for 
Environment - given by the Indian PM at 
UNFCCC COP 26 Conference) into a mass 
movement can be a strong foundation for 
P3.

 LIFE is a vision of a resilient and 
sustainable lifestyle that will come handy in
dealing with the climate crisis and other 
unpredictable challenges of the future.
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 Throwaway culture and 
consumerism has enhanced the climate 
challenge.

 Reforms recently Undertaken by India:

o In physical and digital infrastructure 
like optical fbre in 6 lakh villages, 1.3 
trillion dollars invested in connectivity-
related infrastructure, the goal of 
generation of 80 billion dollars through asset 
monetization.

o Gatishakti National Master Plan   to 
bring all the stakeholders on the single 
platform to infuse new dynamism to the 
seamless connectivity of goods, people and 
services.

o Today India has the world's 
largest, secure and successful digital 
payments platform.

 In December 2021, 4.4 billion 
transactions were done through   Unifed   
Payments Interface (UPI) in India.

o Technological solutions like Arogya-
SetuApp     for tracking of Corona Infections 
and CoWinPortal for Vaccination.

 India as an Investment Destination:

o Recently, various reform measures have 
been taken by the Government, such as the 
removal of Retrospective 
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taxation, reduction in   compliance   
requirements and simplifcation of 
the   Corporate Tax   rate structure making it 
the best Investment Destination today.

 In the last year alone, India has 
reduced more than 25,000 compliances.

o Today, India has the third largest 
number of unicorns in the world. More 
than 10,000 start-ups have been 
registered in the last six months.

o India is promoting Ease of Doing 
Business, minimizing government 
intervention.

o Policy-making is focussed on needs for 
the next 25 years for a “clean and green” as 
well as “sustainable and reliable” growth.

 Challenges before Multilateral 
Organizations:

o When these institutions were formed, the
situation was diferent. Today, the 
circumstances are diferent.

o Therefore, it is the responsibility of every
democratic country to emphasize reforms in 
these institutions so that they can be 
enabled to meet the challenges of the 
present and future.

 Collective Efforts for Challenges Ahead:
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o There is a need for collective and 
synchronized action by every country, every 
global agency.

o Supply chain   
disruptions, inflation and climate 
change are examples of these.

o Another example is cryptocurrency. The
kind of technology that is associated with it, 
the decisions taken by a single country will be
insuficient to deal with its challenges.

World Economic Forum

 About:

o The World Economic Forum (WEF) is a 
Swiss nonproft foundation established in
1971, based in Geneva, Switzerland.

o Recognized by the Swiss authorities as 
the international institution for public-private 
cooperation.

 Mission:

o Committed to improving the state of 
the world by engaging business, political,
academic, and other leaders of society to 
shape global, regional, and industry agendas.

 Founder and Executive Chairman: Klaus 
Schwab.

 Some major reports published by WEF 
are:
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o Energy Transition Index.  

o Global Competitiveness Report.  

o Global IT Report

 WEF along with INSEAD, and 
Cornell University publishes this report.

o Global Gender Gap Report.  

o Global Risk Report.

o Global Travel and Tourism Report.

Source:IE

Indonesia Relocating its Capital
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Why in News

Recently, Indonesia's  parliament has  passed  a
law approving the relocation of its capital from
slowly sinking Jakarta to a site 2,000 kilometres
away  on  jungle-clad  Borneo  island  that  will  be
named "Nusantara".

 The move was frst tipped by President Joko 
Widodo in April 2019, citing rising sea levels 
and severe congestion on densely populated 
Java island.

 Jakarta lies on the northwest coast of Java. 
The largest islands in Indonesia are Sumatra, 
Java, Kalimantan (Indonesian Borneo), Sulawesi,
and the Indonesian part of New Guinea (known 
as Papua or Irian Jaya).

Key Points

 Reasons for Relocation:
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o Jakarta has long been plagued by 
serious infrastructure problems 
and   flooding   exacerbated by climate 
change, with experts predicting up to a third 
of the city could be underwater by 2050.

 Jakarta is home to more than 30 
million people in its greater metro area.

o Moreover, Jakarta is the centre for 
administration, governance, fnance and 
trade, it has inevitably led to relentless 
construction in the city, due to which the 
water is not able to seep into the ground in 
many areas, leading to increased run-of.

o Jakarta has been Indonesia’s capital since
the country became independent in 1949. The
city has become overcrowded and 
extremely polluted for the last few decades.

o Another important reason to shift the 
capital from Java island to Borneo island has 
been the growing inequality – fnancial 
and otherwise.

 Java Island, especially Jakarta which 
is spread across more than 661.5 square 
kilometres, is immensely populated 
whereas East Kalimantan, spread across 
127,346.92 square kilometres, is bigger 
than Jakarta, it is a lot less populated than 
the current capital.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/climate-change-and-food-insecurity#:~:text=Climate%20Change%20and%20Food%20System,system%20%E2%80%94%20from%20production%20to%20consumption.&text=At%20the%20same%20time%2C%20food,of%20the%20world's%20greenhouse%20gases.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/climate-change-and-food-insecurity#:~:text=Climate%20Change%20and%20Food%20System,system%20%E2%80%94%20from%20production%20to%20consumption.&text=At%20the%20same%20time%2C%20food,of%20the%20world's%20greenhouse%20gases.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/flood-management-in-india


 Relocation Site:

o The new capital (Nusantara) will cover 
about 56,180 hectares in East Kalimantan
province on the Indonesian part of Borneo, 
which the country shares with Malaysia and 
Brunei.

o However, environmentalist critics of the 
capital's move have warned it could damage 
ecosystems in the region, where mining 
and palm oil plantations already 
threaten rainforests that are home to 
Borneo's endangered species.

Sea Level Rise (SLR)

 About: SLR is an increase in the level of 
the world’s oceans due to the efects of 
climate change, especially global warming, 
induced by three primary factors:

o Thermal Expansion: When water heats 
up, it expands. About half of the sea-level rise 
over the past 25 years is attributable to 
warmer oceans simply occupying more space.

o Melting Glaciers: Higher temperatures 
caused by global warming have led to greater-
than-average summer melting of large ice 
formations like mountain glaciers as well as 
diminished snowfall due to later winters and 
earlier springs.
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 That creates an imbalance between 
runof and ocean evaporation, causing sea 
levels to rise.

o Loss of Greenland and Antarctic Ice 
Sheets: As with mountain glaciers, increased 
heat is causing the massive ice sheets that 
cover Greenland and Antarctica     to melt more
quickly, and also move more quickly into the 
sea.

 Rate of SLR:

o Sea level is primarily measured using 
tide stations and satellite laser 
altimeters.

o According to the   Intergovernmental   
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
2021 report, sea-level rise has tripled 
compared with 1901-1971. The Arctic Sea 
ice is the lowest it has been in 1,000 years.

 Consequences of SLR:

o Coastal Flooding: Globally, eight of the 
world's 10 largest cities are near a coast, 
which is threatened by coastal fooding.

o Destruction of Coastal 
Biodiversity: SLR can cause destructive 
erosion, wetland fooding, aquifer and 
agricultural soil contamination with salt, and 
lost habitat for biodiversity.
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o Dangerous Storm Surges: Higher sea 
levels are coinciding with more 
dangerous hurricanes and typhoons leading 
to loss of life and property.

o Lateral and Inland 
Migration: Flooding in low-lying coastal 
areas is forcing people to migrate to the 
higher ground causing displacement and 
dispossession and in turn a refugee crisis 
worldwide.

o Impact on Infrastructure: The 
prospect of higher coastal water levels 
threatens basic services such as internet 
access.

o Threat to Inland Life: Rising seas can 
contaminate soil and groundwater with salt 
threatening life farther away from coasts.

o Tourism and Military 
Preparedness: Tourism to coastal areas and 
military preparedness will also be negatively 
afected by an increase in SLR.

 Steps taken to Tackle SLR:

o Relocation: Many coastal cities have 
planned to adopt relocation as a mitigation 
strategy. For example, Kiribati Island has 
planned to shift to Fiji, while the Capital of 
Indonesia is being relocated from Jakarta
to Borneo.
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o Building Sea Wall: Indonesia’s 
government launched a coastal development 
project called a Giant Sea Wall or "Giant 
Garuda" in 2014 meant to protect the city 
from foods.

o Building Enclosures: Researchers have
proposed Northern European Enclosure 
Dam (NEED), enclosing all of the North Sea 
to protect 15 Northern European countries 
from rising seas. The Persian Gulf, 
the   Mediterranean Sea  , the   Baltic Sea  , the 
Irish Sea, and the Red Sea were also 
identifed as areas that could beneft from 
similar mega enclosures.

o Architecture to Steer Flow of 
Water: Dutch City Rotterdam built barriers, 
drainage, and innovative architectural 
features such as a "water square" with 
temporary ponds.

 India’s Case:

o Vulnerability:

 India's 7,516-kilometre-long 
coastline includes 5,422 kilometres of 
coastline on the mainland and 2,094 
kilometres on the islands belonging to nine 
states and four Union Territories.
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 The coastline accounts for 90% of 
the country's trade and it spans 3,331 
coastal villages and 1,382 islands.

o Related Initiatives:

 Coastal Regulation Zone  

 National Action Plan on Climate   
Change

Source: TH

2021 was the world’s sixth warmest
year on record.
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Why in News

Recently,  two  American  agencies  have  released
data  showing  that 2021 was the world’s  sixth
warmest year on record.

 And the last 10 years were the warmest since 
record-keeping began in 1880.

 The data was collected by the US. space 
agency NASA and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Key Points

 Earth in 2021:

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/national-aeronautics-and-space-administration-nasa


o Earth in 2021 was about 1.1 degrees 
Celsius warmer than the late 19th century 
average, the start of the industrial revolution.

 Northern and Southern Hemisphere:

o The Northern Hemisphere land surface 
temperature was the third highest on 
record — 2016 (second) and 2020 (frst) were
warmer.

o The 2021 Southern Hemisphere surface 
temperature was the ninth highest on 
record.

 Sea Surface Temperatures:

o Record-high sea surface temperatures 
were observed across parts of the Atlantic 
and Pacifc oceans.

o The upper ocean heat content was record
high in 2021, surpassing the previous record 
set in 2020.

o The seven highest ocean heat content 
have all occurred in the last seven years 
(2015-2021).

 Antarctic Sea:

o Antarctic sea ice extent during December
2021 was 3.55 million square miles.

o This value is 11.6% below average and 
was the third-smallest December extent on 
record.



o Only December of 2016 and 2018 had a 
smaller extent.

 Effects of La Niñaa:

o Efects of La Niñaa kept world 
temperatures lower.

 La Niña is a weather pattern that 
happens in the Pacifc Ocean but afects 
weather around the world.

 A La Niña event happens when 
ocean surface waters cool along the Pacifc 
coast of the South American tropics. This 
takes place about every two to seven years.

 Reasons for the Warming Trend:

o This warming trend around the globe is 
due to human activities that have 
increased emissions of carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere.

 The planet is already seeing the 
efects of global warming: Arctic sea ice is
declining, sea levels are 
rising, wildfres are becoming more 
severe and animal migration patterns are 
shifting.

Rising Temperature in India

 The   Intergovernmental Panel on Climate   
Change (IPCC) released the frst part of 
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its Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) titled 
Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science 
Basis in August, 2021.

 Indian Sub-continent Specifc Findings:

o Heatwaves: Heatwaves and humid heat 
stress will be more intense and frequent 
during the 21st century over South Asia.

o Monsoon: Changes in monsoon 
precipitation are also expected, with both 
annual and summer monsoon precipitation 
projected to increase.

 The South West Monsoon has 
declined over the past few decades because
of the increase of aerosols, but once this 
reduces, the country will experience heavy 
monsoon rainfall.

o Sea Temperature: The Indian Ocean, 
which includes the Arabian Sea and Bay of 
Bengal, has warmed faster than the global 
average.

 The sea surface temperature over 
the Indian ocean is likely to increase by 1 to
2 °C when there is 1.5°C to 2°C global 
warming.

 Recent Climate Related Measures by 
India:
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o An ambitious climate action vision with 
fve elements has been unveiled at 
UNFCCC COP26.

 Taking non-fossil energy capacity to 
500 GW by 2030.

 Meeting 50% of energy 
requirements from renewable energy by 
2030.

 Reducing total projected carbon 
emissions by one billion tons by 2030.

 Reducing the carbon intensity of the 
economy to less than 45% by 2030.

 Achieving the target of “net 
zero” by 2070.

o India now ranks fourth in terms of 
installed renewable energy capacity and 
non-fossil energy has increased by more than 
25% in the past seven years and reached 40%
of the total energy mix.

o India has also taken the lead in initiatives
such as the International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) and   Coalition for Disaster Resilient   
Infrastructure (CDRI).

Source: DTE
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Why in News

Recently,  the International  Labour
Organisation  (ILO) released  a  report
titled World Employment and Social Outlook -
Trends (WESO Trends) 2022.

 The Outlook remains fragile because 
the future path of the pandemic remains 
uncertain.

 The WESO Trends includes comprehensive 
labour market projections for 2022 and 2023.
It gives assessments of how labour market 
recovery has unfolded worldwide, refecting 
diferent national approaches to pandemic 
recovery and analysing the efects on diferent 
groups of workers and economic sectors.

Key Points

 Unemployment:
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o Global unemployment is expected 
to remain above pre-Covid-19 levels until 
at least 2023.

o The 2022 level is estimated at 207 
million, compared to 186 million in 2019.

 Global Working Hours:

o In 2022, it will be almost 2% below their
pre-pandemic level — that is equivalent to 
the loss of 52 million full-time jobs. This 
defcit is twice as large as the ILO’s forecast 
in 2021.

 Global Labour Force Participation:

o It is estimated that in 2022 around 40 
million people will no longer be 
participating in the global labour force.

 Regional Differences:

o The impact has been particularly 
serious for developing nations that 
experienced higher levels of inequality, more 
divergent working conditions and weaker 
social protection systems even before the 
pandemic.

o Many low and middle-income countries 
have low access to vaccines and limited 
scope to expand government budgets to 
address the crisis.

 Starkly Different Impacts:

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unemployment-in-india-1


o The report warns of stark differences 
in the impact that the crisis is having across 
groups of workers and countries – deepening 
inequalities within and among nations – while 
weakening the economic, fnancial and social 
fabric of almost every State, regardless of 
development status.

o The damage is likely to require years to 
repair, with potential long-term 
consequences for labour forces, household 
incomes, and social and possibly political 
cohesion.

 Different Sectors:

o Some sectors, such as travel and tourism 
have been particularly hard hit, while other 
sectors such as those related to information 
technology have thrived.

 Impact on Women and Young Population:

o Women have been worse hit by the 
labour market crisis than men and this is 
likely to continue.

o The closing of education and training 
institutions will have long-term implications 
for young people, particularly those without 
internet access.

 Expected Recovery:



o There can be no real recovery from 
this pandemic without a broad-based labour 
market recovery.

o Sustainable recovery is possible, but it 
must be based on the principles of decent 
work, including health and safety, equity, 
social protection, and social dialogue.

 The new labour market forecast can 
be vital for policy planning for a 
country like India, where most of the 
work is informal, to prevent further 
employment losses and reductions in 
working hours.

International Labour Organisation

 About:

o It was created in 1919, as part of 
the Treaty of Versailles that ended World 
War I, to refect the belief that universal and 
lasting peace can be accomplished only if it is 
based on social justice.

 It became a specialized agency of 
the United Nations in 1946.

o It is a tripartite organization, the only 
one of its kind bringing together 
representatives of governments, employers 
and workers in its executive bodies.

 Members:

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1


o India is a founding member of the ILO 
with a total 187 member States.

o In 2020 India assumed the 
Chairmanship of the Governing Body of ILO.

 Headquarter:

o Geneva in Switzerland.

 Awards:

o In 1969, ILO received the Nobel Peace 
Prize for improving fraternity and peace 
among nations, pursuing decent work and 
justice for workers, and providing technical 
assistance to other developing nations.

Source:DTE
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New     5G technology  

GS Paper - 3 - IT & Computers , Scientifc
Innovations & Discoveries

Why in News

Recently, the US Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA)  has  warned  that  the  new 5G
technology could  interfere  with  sensitive
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navigation  equipment  such  as  altimeters,  which
could lead to "catastrophic disruptions."

 Airlines across the world, including India, are 
adjusting their scheduled fights to the US due 
to the rollout of 5G by telecom companies near 
American airports.

5G Technology

 5G is the 5th generation mobile network. It 
is a new global wireless standard after 1G, 2G, 
3G, and 4G networks.

 It enables a new kind of network that is 
designed to connect virtually everyone and 
everything together including machines, 
objects, and devices.

 Internet speeds in the high-band spectrum 
of 5G has been tested to be as high as 20 
Gbps (gigabits per second), while, in most 
cases, the maximum internet data speed in 4G 
has been recorded at 1 Gbps.

 In India, Satcom Industry Association-India 
(SIA) has voiced concerns over the 
Government’s plan to include 
the Millimetre Wave (mm Wave) bands in 
the 5G spectrum auction.

Key Points

 About:

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/millimetre-wave-band-in-5g


o The higher the frequency in the 
spectrum, the faster the service. So in order 
to get full value from 5G, operators want to 
operate at higher frequencies.

o Some of the C band (a radio frequency 
band between 3.7 and 4.2 GHz) 
spectrum auctioned had been used for 
satellite radio but the transition to 5G means
there will be much more traffic.

o The new C band 5G service could 
render a signifcant number of 
aircraft unusable, causing chaos for US 
fights and potentially stranding tens of 
thousands of Americans overseas.

 Concern:

o The United States auctioned mid-range 
5G bandwidth to mobile phone companies in 
early 2021 in the C band, for about USD 80 
billion.

o FAA warned that the functioning of 
Altimeters, which measure how far above 
the ground an aeroplane is travelling, 
operating in the 4.2-4.4 GHz range which 
sits too close to the frequency of C 
range, may get hampered.

 In addition to altitude, altimeter 
readouts are also used to facilitate 



automated landings and to help detect 
dangerous currents called wind shear.

o Companies have argued that C band 5G 
has been deployed in about 40 other 
countries without aviation interference 
issues. They have agreed to bufer zones 
around 50 airports in the United States, 
similar to those used in France, for six months
to reduce interference risks.

 Solution:

o In the short-term, Companies agreed 
to temporarily defer turning on some 
wireless towers near key airports to avert 
a signifcant disruption to US fights.

o In the Longer-term, the FAA needs to 
clear and allow the vast majority of the 
US commercial aeroplane fleet to perform 
low-visibility landings at many airports where 
5G C-band will be deployed. This 
means certifying altimeters to operate 
near 5G base stations.

Source: IE

MoHUA     announced     eleven winning  
cities     for the     Streets for People  

Challenge
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GS Paper - 2 - GS Paper - 3 , Conservation ,
Government Policies & Interventions

Why in News

The Ministry  of  Housing  and  Urban  Affairs
(MoHUA) announced eleven  winning  cities for
the Streets  for  People  Challenge and ten
winning  cities for  the  pilot  stage  of
the Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge.

Key Points

 Streets for People Challenge:

o It is a city-led design competition.

o It supports cities across the country to 
develop a unifed vision of streets for 
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people in consultation with stakeholders 
and citizens.

o Each city would launch their own design
competition with specifc details on site, 
timeline, and awards.

 Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge:

o It is a three-year initiative that will 
support cities to develop, pilot, and scale 
solutions that enhance the quality of life of 
young children, their caregivers and families 
in the public realm.

o It will be open to all   smart cities,   other 
cities with more than 5,00,000 population, 
and capitals of states and Union 
territories.

o Cities will receive technical assistance 
and help in capacity-building to:

 Re-imagine parks and open spaces

 Improve access to early childhood 
facilities

 Adapt public spaces with early 
childhood-oriented amenities

 Create accessible, safe, walkable 
streets for young children and families.

 Other Recent Initiatives:

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/6-years-of-transformative-urban-missions


o India Cycles4Change Challenge  

o Climate-Smart Cities Assessment   
Framework (CSCAF) 2.0

Source: PIB

Freedom of Media & Democracy
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GS Paper - 2 - Fundamental Rights , Indian
Constitution

Why in News

Recently,  the Editors  Guild  of
India has expressed anguish over the shutting
down of the Kashmir Press Club.  It held that
the shutting down of the Club sets a dangerous
precedent for media freedom.

 The Editors Guild was founded in 
1978 with the twin objectives of protecting 
press freedom and raising the standards of 
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editorial leadership of newspapers and 
magazines.

Key Points

 Freedom of Media & Democracy:

o Free Exchange of Ideas: A free 
exchange of ideas, free exchange of 
information and knowledge, debating and 
expression of diferent viewpoints is 
important for the smooth functioning of 
democracy.

 A free press can inform citizens of 
their leaders’ successes or failures.

 It conveys the people’s needs and 
desires to government bodies, making 
informed decisions and strengthening 
society as a result.

 It promotes open discussion of ideas 
that allows individuals to fully participate in
political life.

o Making Government 
Accountable: Free Media makes people 
question the decisions of the government and 
make it accountable.

o Voice of Marginalised: The free media 
by virtue of being the voice of the masses 
empowers them with the right to express 
opinions.



 Thus, free media is critical in a 
democracy.

o Fourth Pillar of Democracy: Due to 
these attributes, the Media can be rightly 
considered as the fourth pillar of democracy, 
the other three being legislature, executive 
and judiciary.

 Threats to Freedom of Press:

o Fake News: The government’s pressure 
in the name of regulations, the bombardment 
of fake news and the infuence of social media
is dangerous for the occupation.

o Paid News: Corruption-paid news, 
advertorials and fake news are threats to free 
and unbiased media.

o Attack Against Journalists: The 
security of journalists is the biggest issue, 
killings and assaults on Journalists covering 
sensitive issues are very common.

 Hate speech shared and amplifed on
social networks are targeted against 
journalists using social media.

 Reports such as   ‘Freedom in the   
World 2021     (Freedom House, US)’, ‘2020 
Human Rights Report (US State 
Department)’, ‘Autocratisation Goes 
Viral     (V-Dem Institute, Sweden)’ have all 
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highlighted intimidation of journalists in 
India.

o Biased Media: Corporate and political 
power has overwhelmed large sections of the 
media, both print and visual, which lead to 
vested interests and destroy freedom.

 Press Freedom in India:

o Romesh Thappar v. State of Madras, 
1950: The Supreme Court     in Romesh 
Thappar v. the State of Madras observed 
that freedom of the press lay at the 
foundation of all democratic organisations.

o Fundamental Right Under Article 
19: The Indian Constitution guarantees 
freedom of speech and expression 
under Article 19, which deals with 
‘Protection of certain rights regarding 
freedom of speech, etc.

o Implicit Right: Freedom of the press is 
not expressly protected by the Indian legal 
system but it is impliedly protected under 
article 19(1) (a) of the constitution.

 However, Freedom of the press is 
also not absolute.

 A law could impose only those 
restrictions on the exercise of this right, it 
faces certain restrictions under article 
19(2), which is as follows:

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/access-to-internet
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 Sovereignty and integrity of 
India,

 Security of the State,

 Friendly relations with foreign 
States,

 Public order, decency or 
morality or in

 Contempt of court,

 Defamation

 Incitement to an ofence.

 Press Council of India (PCI)

o It is a regulatory body established under 
the Press Council of India Act of 
1978.

o It aims to preserve the freedom of the 
press and maintain and improve the 
standards of newspapers and news 
agencies in India.

 International Initiative for Freedom of 
Press

o The Paris based Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) publishes annually 
a World Press Freedom Index (WPFI).

o The index evaluates the level of freedom 
available to the media in 180 countries, 
which makes the governments and 
authorities aware of their policies and 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-press-freedom-index-2020-reporters-sans-frontieres
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regulations against and for freedom of 
the press.

 India has been ranked at 142nd out 
of 180 countries in World Press 
Freedom Index, 2021.

Way Forward

 Strengthening Institutional 
Framework: The Press Council of India, a 
regulatory body, can warn and regulate media if
it fnds that a newspaper or a news agency has 
violated media ethics.

o Statutory status should be given to 
the News Broadcasters Association 
(NBA) which represents the private television
news and current afairs broadcasters.

 Tackling Fake News: Countering content 
manipulation and fake news to restore faith in 
the media without undermining its freedom will 
require

o Public education,

o Strengthening of regulations

o Efort of tech companies to make suitable
algorithms for news curation.

 Adherence to Media Ethics: It is important 
that the media stick to the core principles like 
truth and accuracy, transparency, 



independence, fairness and impartiality, 
responsibility and fair play.

Source:TH

Daily quiz

1) Consider the following statements regarding Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP):

1. It is the minimum price that the sugar mills have to 
pay to farmers on the procurement of sugarcane.

2. The sugarcane price is recommended by Commission
for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and 
announced by the Ministry of Agriculture.

3. States have the autonomy to fix their own prices, 
which is generally higher than the FRP.

4. India is the second largest sugar producer in the 
world, after the European Union.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1, 2 and 3 only
 b.  4 only
 c.  1 and 3 only
 d.  2, 3 and 4 only

Answer : c

2)  Identify  the  term  that  is  associated  with  the  term
‘Nurdles’:



 a.  They are the smallest species of Turtles.
 b.  They are tiny plastic pellets that form the raw 

materials of plastic products.
 c.  They are a type of sea weed that is destroying 

coral-reefs and degrading the ocean.
 d.  They are biological semiconductors, that change 

their conductivity upon biological interactions.

Answer : b

3)  Identify  the  reports  published  by  World  Economic
Forum (WEF):

1. Travel and tourism competitiveness index
2. Regional Risks for Doing business
3. Global Gender Gap report
4. Social Mobility Index

Choose the correct option.

 a.  2 and 3 only
 b.  2, 3 and 4 only
 c.  1, 2 and 4 only
 d.  1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer : d

4) Consider the following statements:

1. Dark matter is a region of space having a gravitational
field so intense that no matter or radiation can escape
through it.



2. The stars closer to the center and the stars at the 
edge of the galaxies take almost the same time to 
make one revolution.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  Both 1 and 2
 d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : b

5) Consider the following statements:

1. Volcanic eruption releases sulfur dioxide and carbon 
monoxide, the two gases that create acid rain when 
they interact with water and oxygen.

2. The Sulphuric acid-rich aerosol particles induce 
cooling by reflecting the incoming sunlight into space.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  Both 1 and 2
 d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : b
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