
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD)

Government Policies & Interventions - Indian
Diaspora

Why in News

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is celebrated on
9th January every year to mark the contribution
of  the   Overseas  Indian  community   in  the
development of India.

Key Points

 Background:

o 9th January was chosen as the day to 
celebrate PBD since it was on this day in 1915
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that Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest 
Pravasi, returned to India from South 
Africa, led India’s freedom struggle and 
changed the lives of Indians forever.

o This day came into efect in 2003, but 
in 2015 it was revised and was decided to 
be celebrated every two years. It was then 
a theme-based conference that was set up 
every year during the interim period.

o PBD Conventions are held once every 
two years.

 PBD 2021: The 16th PBD 
Convention was held virtually in New Delhi.
The theme was "Contributing 
to Atmanirbhar Bharat".

o On this day, the Government also 
confers Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award.

 It is the highest honour conferred on
a Non-Resident Indian, Person of 
Indian Origin; or an organisation or 
institution established and run by Non-
Resident Indians or Persons of Indian 
Origin, who have made significant 
contribution in better understanding of 
India abroad, support India's causes and 
concerns in a tangible way.
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 Significance:

o This day plays a significant role as 
the overseas Indian community gets a 
shared platform to get themselves 
engaged with the government and the 
native people of the land.

o The conventions are very useful in 
networking among the overseas Indian 
community residing in various parts of 
the world and enable them to share their 
experiences in various fields.

Government  Initiative  related  to  Overseas
Indians

 Pravasi Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PKVY): 
To institutionalize the process of skill 
development of emigrant Indian workers.

 Scholarship Programme for Diaspora 
Children (SPDC): 100 scholarships per 
annum are granted to Persons of Indian 
Origin (PIO) and Non Resident Indians (NRI) 
students for undergraduate courses.

 Know India Program’ (KIP): It 
familiarizes Indian-origin youth (18-30 
years) with their Indian roots and 
contemporary India.



 E-migrate system: It is a foreign employers 
database. It ensures the welfare and check on 
exploitation met to emigrants.

 VAJRA (Visiting Advanced Joint Research 
Faculty) scheme: It formalizes a rotation 
program wherein top NRI scientists, 
engineers, doctors, managers and 
professionals serve Indian public sector 
organizations for a brief period, lending their 
expertise.

Source:PIB
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Why in News

Recently, the Prime Minister of India has declared
that 26th December shall  henceforth  be
marked as “Veer Baal Diwas” to pay homage
to the courage of the “Sahibzades”, four sons
of Guru Gobind Singh, the last Sikh guru.

 While all four were martyred, the date has 
been chosen as it was the day observed as 
the martyrdom day of the Sahibzadas 
Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, who were 
killed at the tender age of six and nine in 
Sirhind (Punjab) by Mughal forces.



Key Points

 About Sahibzadas Zorawar Singh and 
Fateh Singh:

o Sahibzada Jorawar Singh and Sahibzada 
Fateh Singh are among the most revered 
martyrs in Sikhism.

o A combination of Mughals soldiers 
besieged Anandpur Sahib on the orders 
of emperor Aurangzeb (1704).

o The two sons of Guru Gobind Singh were 
captured.

o They were ofered safe passage if they 
became Muslims.

o They both refused, and so they were 
sentenced to death and were bricked alive.

o These two greats preferred death instead
of deviating from the noble principles of 
Dharma.

 About Guru Gobind Singh:

o The last of the ten Sikh Gurus, Guru 
Gobind Singh was born on 22nd December 
1666 in Patna, Bihar.

 His birth anniversary is based on 
the Nanakshahi calendar.
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o He became the Sikh guru at the age of 
nine, following the demise of his father, Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru.

o He was assassinated in 1708.

 Contributions:

o Religious:

 He is known for his significant 
contributions to the Sikh religion, including
the introduction of the turban to cover 
hair.

 He also founded the principles of 
Khalsa or the Five ‘K’s.

 The Five K’s are kesh (uncut 
hair), kanga (wooden comb), kara (iron or
steel bracelet), kirpan (dagger) and 
kachera (short breeches).

 These were the five articles of 
faith that a Khalsa must always adorn.

 He also laid down many other 
rules for the Khalsa warriors to follow 
like abstaining from tobacco, alcohol, halal 
meat, etc. The Khalsa warrior was also 
duty-bound to protect innocent people from
persecution.

 He named Guru Granth Sahib, 
the religious text of the Khalsas and 



the Sikhs, as the next Guru of the two 
communities.

o Martial:

 He fought against the Mughals in
the battle of Muktsar in 1705.

 In the Battle of Anandpur (1704), 
the Guru lost his mother and two minor 
sons who were executed. His eldest son 
also died in battle.

o Literary:

 His literary contributions include 
the Jaap Sahib, Benti Chaupai, Amrit 
Savaiye, etc.

 He also wrote the 
Zafarnama which was a letter to the 
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.

Source: TH
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IUCN      categorised the     Red Sanders   into  

the   ‘  endangered  ’   category List.  

GS Paper - 3 - Conservation - Environmental
Pollution & Degradation

Why in News

The International  Union  for  Conservation  of
Nature’s  (IUCN) recently  categorised  the Red
Sanders  (or  Red  Sandalwood) again  into  the
‘endangered’ category in its Red List.
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 It was classified as ‘near threatened’ in 
2018.

Key Points

 About:

o The species, Pterocarpus santalinus, is
an Indian endemic tree species, with a 
restricted geographical range in the Eastern 
Ghats.

o The species is endemic to a distinct 
tract of forests in Andhra Pradesh.

o Red Sanders usually grow in the rocky, 
degraded and fallow lands with Red Soil and 
hot and dry climate.

 Threats:

o Illicit felling for smuggling, forest 
fires, cattle grazing and other anthropogenic 
threats.

o Red Sanders, known for their rich hue 
and therapeutic properties, are high in 
demand across Asia, particularly in China and
Japan, for use in cosmetics and medicinal 
products as well as for making furniture, 
woodcraft and musical instruments.

 Protection Status:
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o IUCN Red List  : Endangered.

o CITES:     Appendix II

o Wildlife (Protection) Act   
1972: Schedule II

Sandalwood Spike Disease

 It is an infectious disease which is caused by 
phytoplasma.

o Phytoplasmas are bacterial parasites of
plant tissues — which are transmitted by 
insect vectors and involved in plant-to-plant 
transmission.

 There is no cure as of now for the infection.

o Presently, there is no option but to cut 
down and remove the infected tree to 
prevent the spread of the disease.

 The disease was first reported in Kodagu, 
Karnataka in 1899.

o More than a million sandalwood trees 
were removed in the Kodagu and Mysore 
region between 1903 and 1916.

Source:DTE
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India appealed against a ruling of
the     WTO     trade dispute settlement  

panel

GS Paper - 3 - GS Paper - 2 - Important
International Institutions , Growth & Development

Why in News

Recently,  India has appealed against  a ruling of
the World  Trade  Organisation's  (WTO) trade
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dispute  settlement  panel  which  ruled  that  the
country's  domestic  support  measures  for   sugar  
and sugarcane are inconsistent with global trade
norms.

 Earlier, China got the ‘developing country’
status at the WTO which became a 
contentious issue with a number of countries 
raising concerns against the decision.

Key Points

 India’s Appeal:

o The appeal was filed by India in 
the WTO's Appellate Body, which is the 
final authority on such trade disputes.

o India has appealed and requested the 
body to "reverse, modify, or declare moot 
and of no legal efect, the findings, 
conclusions, rulings and 
recommendations of the Panel", with 
respect to certain "errors of law or legal 
interpretation contained in the panel report.

o India has sought review of the panel's 
finding that the scheme for providing 
assistance to sugar mills for expenses on 
marketing costs, including handling, 
upgrading and other processing costs and 
costs of international and internal transport 
and freight charges on the export of sugar for
the 2019-20 sugar season (Maximum 
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Admissible Export Quantity (MAEQ) Scheme),
is within its terms of reference.

 Complaint Against India:

o Australia, Brazil, and 
Guatemala said India’s domestic support 
and export subsidy measures appeared to 
be inconsistent with various articles of 
the WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture and 
the Agreement on Subsidies and 
Countervailing Measures (SCM), and 
Article XVI (which concerns subsidies) of 
the General Agreement on Trade and 
Tarifs (GATT).

o All three countries complained that India
provides domestic support to sugarcane 
producers that exceeds the de minimis 
level of 10% of the total value of sugarcane 
production, which they said was inconsistent 
with the Agreement on Agriculture.

o They also raised the issue of India’s 
alleged export subsidies, subsidies under 
the production assistance and bufer stock 
schemes, and the marketing and 
transportation scheme.

o Australia accused India of “failing” to 
notify its annual domestic support for 
sugarcane and sugar subsequent to 1995-
96, and its export subsidies since 2009-10, 
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which it said were inconsistent with the 
provisions of the SCM Agreement.

o A panel was set up by the Dispute 
Settlement Body (DSB) of the WTO to look 
into the case and come up with its report.

WTO’s  Agreement  on  Subsidies  and
Countervailing Measures

 The WTO Agreement on SCM disciplines the
use of subsidies, and it regulates the 
actions countries can take to counter the 
efects of subsidies.

 Under the agreement, a country can use the
WTO’s dispute-settlement procedure to 
seek the withdrawal of the subsidy or the 
removal of its adverse efects. Or the country
can launch its own investigation and ultimately 
charge extra duty (“countervailing duty”) on 
subsidised imports that are found to be hurting 
domestic producers.

WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture

 It is aimed to remove trade barriers and 
to promote transparent market access and 
integration of global markets.

 The WTO's Agriculture Committee 
oversees implementation of the 
Agreement and provides a forum for members 
to address related concerns.



General Agreement on Tarifs and Trade

 GATT traces its origins to the 1944 
Bretton Woods Conference, which laid the 
foundations for the post-World War II financial 
system and established two key institutions, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank.

 GATT signed by 23 countries in Geneva in 
1947 came into force on Jan 1, 1948 with the 
following purposes:

o to phase out the use of import quotas

o to reduce tarifs on merchandise trade,

 GATT became the only multilateral 
instrument governing international 
trade from 1948 until the WTO was established 
in 1995.

o The provisions of GATT 1947 were 
incorporated into the GATT of 1994. The 
GATT 1994 is itself part of the WTO formation
agreement.

o The Uruguay Round of GATT, conducted 
from 1987 to 1994 culminated in the 
Marrakesh agreement, which established the 
WTO.

 India’s Stand:

o India said that the “complainants have 
failed to meet their burden of showing” 
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that India’s market price support for 
sugarcane, and its various schemes 
violate the Agreement on Agriculture.

o It also argued that “the requirements 
of Article 3 of the SCM Agreement 
are not yet applicable to India and 
that India has a phase-out period of 8 
years to eliminate export subsidies, if 
any, pursuant to Article 27 of the SCM 
Agreement.

 Panels Findings:

o The dispute settlement panel has found 
India's domestic support and export 
subsidy measures in the sugar sector to 
be in violation of international trade 
rules.

o It found that for five consecutive sugar 
seasons from 2014-15 to 2018-19, 
India provided non-exempt product-
specific domestic support to sugarcane
producers in excess of the permitted 
level of 10% of the total value of 
sugarcane production.

 India argued that its “mandatory 
minimum prices are not paid by 
the central or state governments 
but by sugar mills, and hence do 
not constitute market price support”,
the panel rejected this argument — 



saying “market price support does 
not require governments to purchase
or procure the relevant agricultural 
product”.

 Panels Recommendation:

o India brings its WTO-inconsistent 
measures into conformity with its 
obligations under the Agreement on 
Agriculture and the SCM Agreement.

o India should withdraw its alleged 
prohibited subsidies under the 
Production Assistance, Bufer Stock, and 
Marketing and Transportation Schemes 
within 120 days.

Dispute Redressal at WTO

 According to WTO rules, a WTO member or 
members can file a case in the Geneva-
based multilateral body if they feel that a 
particular trade measure is against the norms of
the WTO.

 Bilateral consultation is the first step to 
resolve a dispute. If both the sides are not able
to resolve the matter through consultation, 
either can approach for the establishment of a 
dispute settlement panel.

 The panel's ruling or report can be challenged
at the WTO’s Appellate Body.



o Interestingly, the appellate body of the
WTO is not functioning because of 
diferences among member countries to 
appoint members in this body. Over 20 
disputes are already pending with the 
appellate body. The US has been blocking 
the appointment of the members.

Source:BS
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Why in News

Recently, the Chinese Foreign Minister (CFM)
visited Sri Lanka.

 At a meeting, CFM proposed a forum for 
Indian Ocean island nations and also 
asserted that no “third party” should 
interfere in China-Sri Lanka ties.

 While the name of the third party was not 
revealed, it was a clear reference to India.

Key Points



 Highlights of CFM Visit to Sri Lanka

o The CFM visit envisaged launching 
celebrations marking the 70th anniversary of 
the historic Rubber-Rice Pact 1952 and 
the 65th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between China 
and Sri Lanka.

 Under the Rubber-Rice Pact, China
needed to import rubber and other supplies
and Sri Lanka, for whom rubber was a key 
export, was facing a rise in the price of rice 
and a slump in the price of rubber.

o CFM asserted that the two sides should 
make good use of “the two 
engines”, referring to the Colombo Port 
City in Colombo and the Hambantota 
Port (also in Sri Lanka).

o He urged Sri Lanka to consider the 
prospects of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) and restart 
talks on a free-trade agreement.

o A “forum on the development of 
Indian Ocean island countries” to build 
consensus and synergy and promote common 
development, was also proposed.

 About China-Sri Lanka Ties:

o Largest Creditor to Sri Lanka: China is
the largest bilateral creditor to the country.
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 Its loans to the Sri Lankan public 
sector amount to 15% of the central 
government’s external debt.

 Sri Lanka heavily relies on Chinese 
credit to address its foreign debt burden.

o Investment in Infrastructure 
Projects: China has invested about USD 12 
billion in Sri Lanka’s infrastructure projects 
between 2006-19.

o Shifting Interests of Smaller 
Nations: Sri Lanka’s economic crisis may 
further push it to align its policies with 
China’s interests.

o China’s Pursuit in the Indian 
Ocean: China enjoys friendlier waters in 
South Asia and the Indian Ocean than it does 
in Southeast Asia and the Pacific.

 China faces opposition from Taiwan, 
territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea and East Asia, and myriad frictions 
with the US and Australia.

 India’s Concerns:

o Opposition to SAGAR Initiative: The 
proposed Indian Ocean island countries forum
sounded in opposition to Prime Minister of 
India’s SAGAR (Security and Growth for 
All in the Region) initiative.
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 SAGAR is India’s strategic vision for 
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

o Issues Emanating from Two Engines 
of Growth: China has formal control over Sri 
Lanka’s Hambantota port as a part of a 99-
year lease.

 Sri Lanka has decided to establish a 
Special Economic Zone around the 
Colombo port city and a new economic 
commission, to be funded by China.

 The Colombo port handles 60% of 
India’s trans-shipment cargo.

 Leasing of Hambantota and the 
Colombo Port City project makes it almost 
certain for the Chinese navy to have a 
permanent presence in the Indian Ocean 
which will be worrisome for India’s national
security.

 This Chinese strategy to encircle 
India is referred to as the Strings of 
Pearls Strategy.

o Influencing India’s Neighbours: Other
South Asian nations like Bangladesh, Nepal 
and the Maldives have also been turning to 
China to finance large-scale infrastructure 
projects.

Way Forward



 Preserving Strategic Interests: Nurturing 
the Neighbourhood First policy with Sri Lanka 
is important for India to preserve its strategic 
interests in the Indian Ocean region.

 Taking Advantage of Regional 
Platforms: Platforms like 
the BIMSTEC, SAARC, SAGAR and 
the IORA could be leveraged to foster 
cooperation in fields like technology-driven 
agriculture, marine sector development, IT & 
communication infrastructure etc.

 Restraining Chinese Expansion: India 
will need to continue to work on the 
Kankesanturai port in Jafna and the oil 
tank farm project in Trincomalee to ensure 
that China does not make any further inroads in 
Sri Lanka.

o Both countries can also cooperate on 
enhancing private sector investments to 
create economic resilience.

 Leveraging India’s Soft Power: In the 
technology sector, India can create job 
opportunities in Sri Lanka by expanding the 
presence of its IT companies.

o These organizations can create 
thousands of direct and indirect jobs and 
boost the island nation’s service economy.

Source:TH
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Daily quiz

1)  Consider  the  following  statements  regarding  5G
technology:

1. It operates in two bands namely the low band 
spectrum and high band spectrum.

2. In the low band spectrum, the maximum speed is 
limited to 100 Mbps while in high band it is 20Gbps.

3. It operates in the millimeter-wave spectrum ranging 
between 40-400 GHz.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 and 2 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  3 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : b

2) Consider the following statements:

1. One of the causes of Dementia is HIV infection, which
damages the brain cells.

2. It affects the memory, thinking, comprehension and 
leads to loss of consciousness forcing the patient into 
coma.



3. There is currently no treatment available to cure 
dementia.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 and 3 only
 b.  2 and 3 only
 c.  2 only
 d.  3 only

Answer : a

3) Consider the following statements regarding Insulin:

1. Islets, that produces insulin, are destroyed when a 
person is suffering from type II diabetes.

2. Type I diabetes occurs when a person’s body does 
not produce insulin, as the immune system attacks 
and destroys the cells in pancreas.

3. India is the second largest country with diabetic 
patients in the world after China.

Which of the above statement(s) is/correct?

 a.  1 and 3 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  2 and 3 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : c

4)  Consider  the  following  statements  with  respect  to
Biomining:



1. Biomining is the process of using microorganisms to 
extract metals of economic interest from rock ores or 
mine waste.

2. The microorganisms actually facilitate the extraction 
of metals from sulfide or iron-containing ores.

3. Biomining is usually done on metals like cadmium and
calcium.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  3 only
 b.  2 and 3 only
 c.  1 and 2 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : c

5)  Identify  the  statement  associated  with  ‘Grime-Eating
Bacteria’:

 a.  They are used in restoring old art works, since 
they consume the dirt settled on the surface of the art 
work.

 b.  They are bacteria which decompose the rocks into 
sand and help in the weathering process.

 c.  They consume the juice secreted by the 
gallbladder, causing serious threat of life in individuals 
affected.

 d.  They are used to decompose the medical waste 
and reduce them to ashes.

Answer : a
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