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Why in News

Recently,  China  got  the ‘developing
country’ status  at  the   World  Trade  
Organisation (WTO).

 It has become a contentious issue with a 
number of countries raising 
concerns against the decision.

 Earlier in 2019, the South Korean 
Government decided not to seek any special
treatment as a developing country from future 
negotiations at the WTO.
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Key Points

 About:

o The WTO has not defned ‘developed’ 
and ‘developing’ countries and therefore 
member countries are free to announce 
whether they are ‘developed’ or ‘developing’.

 However, other members can 
challenge the decision of a member to 
make use of provisions available to 
developing countries.

o The WTO lacks a proper defnition of a
developing nation although two-thirds of 
its 164 members classify themselves as 
developing.

o As WTO members can declare themselves
developing nations, this provides an 
advantage to nations like China to expand 
their dominance in global trade even while 
classifying themselves as developing and 
thereby obtaining   Special and   
Differentiated Treatment (S&DDT).

 China’s Case:

o Given the rise in China’s per capita 
income to become an upper middle-
income country according to the World 
Bank and the country’s alleged use of unfair 
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trade practises, a number of nations have 
called on China to either refrain from 
seeking benefts available to developing 
countries or forgo its classifcation as a 
developing country altogether.

 Some of China’s unfair trade 
practises include referential treatment for
state enterprises, data restrictions and 
inadequate enforcement of intellectual 
property rights.

o Prima facie, it does appear anomalous 
that the world’s second-largest economy—
which accounted for a quarter of global Gross
Domestic Product     (GDP) growth in 2021—
considers itself as the largest developing 
country.

World Bank's Classifcation of Countries

 The World Bank assigns the world’s 
economies to four income groups—low, lower-
middle, upper-middle, and high-income 
countries.

 The classifcations are updated each year 
on 1st July and are based on Gross National 
Income (GNI) per capita in current USD of the 
previous year.

o GNI is the total amount of money earned 
by a nation's people and businesses.
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 In its latest classifcation (2020-21), the World
Bank has classifed India as a lower-middle-
income country.

 Concerns Raised:

o China’s status as a ‘developing country’ 
at the WTO has become a contentious 
issue with a number of countries raising 
concerns over the upper middle-
income nation deriving benefts 
reserved for developing countries 
under WTO norms.

o One way for China to show leadership 
would be by refraining from claiming 
benefts that would correspond to a 
developing country in ongoing 
negotiations,” the European Union 
(EU) said in a statement on the latest 
review of China’s Trade Policy conducted
in October 2021. The United States 
Trade Representative also released a 
similar statement.

 Australia too had recommended 
that China relinquish “its access 
to S&DDT”. China’s per capita 
income was USD 10,435 in 2020 
according to the World Bank while 
that of India was USD 1,928.

 India has also questioned China’s 
claim that it was a developing 
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country, since, going by the World 
Bank’s defnition, its per capita 
income belongs to that of an upper 
middle income country.

o Moreover, concerns have been raised 
over the Least-Developed Country 
(LDC), with Bangladesh potentially 
losing this tag after surpassing India in 
terms of GDP per capita.

 Benefts of Developing Country Status:

o Certain WTO agreements give developing
countries special rights through S&DT 
provisions, which can grant developing
countries longer timeframes to 
implement the agreements and even 
commitments to raise trading 
opportunities for such countries.

 S&DT allows developing and poor 
countries certain benefts, 
including longer transition 
periods for implementing 
commitments.

 It also provides measures 
to increase trading opportunities 
for developing 
countries, provisions requiring all 
WTO members to safeguard the 
trade interests of developing 
countries, support to help 



developing countries build the 
capacity to carry out WTO 
work, handle disputes, and 
implement technical standards, and 
provisions related to LDC Members.

o WTO pacts are often aimed at 
reduction in government support to 
certain industries over time and set 
more lenient targets for developing 
nations and grant them more time to 
achieve these targets compared to 
developed ones.

o The classifcation also allows other 
countries to offer preferential 
treatment.

Note

 At a time when developed nations are pushing
WTO-reforms that would dilute S&DT 
provisions, India has indicated that it will 
fght for preserving S&DDT for the 
developing world.

 Given India has earlier said it is open to 
discussions on which country should be 
considered developing, it must take the lead 
in this regard.

 China’s Stand:

o China has consistently maintained 
that it is the “world’s largest developing 



economy” but has recently indicated that it 
may be willing to forego many benefts of 
being a developing country.

o It has reportedly informed that the 
country may forgo all exemptions 
available to developing countries in 
negotiations aimed at cutting fshing 
subsidies to curb overfshing.

Way Forward

 WTO must clearly defne a developing nation 
at the earliest so that only such nations can 
claim S&DT.

 New approaches to strengthen the 
multilateral trading system”, the way forward is 
to adopt a procedure wherein each nation, 
keeping its national interests in mind, 
makes withdrawal strategies to claim S&DDT
benefts and ultimately from developing nation 
status.

 Another idea is ‘graduation’ whereby as 
and when member nations meet certain 
objective criteria, they won’t be subject to 
developing country status.

Source: IE
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Recently,  the Central  Public  Works
Department  (CPWD) released  the new
Harmonised  Guidelines  and  Standards  for
Universal Accessibility in India 2021.

 The new rules envisage changes from the 
design plan to the implementation.

 Apart from this, various aspects of the built
environment have been covered under the 
new guidelines for universal accessibility.

 Earlier, in 2021 the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting had issued   draft guidelines   
for new accessibility standards.

Central Public Works Department of India

 The Central Public Works Department of India
(CPWD), is a premier Central Government 
authority in charge of public sector works.

 It comes under the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA).

 It deals with buildings, roads, bridges, 
flyovers, complicated structures like stadiums, 
auditoriums, laboratories, bunkers, border 
fencing, border roads (hill roads), etc.

 It was established by Lord Dalhousie in 
1854.

Key Points

 About the New Guidelines:
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o The guidelines are a revision of 
the Harmonised Guidelines and Space 
Standards for Barrier-Free Built 
Environment for Persons with Disabilities
and Elderly Persons released in 2016.

o Earlier, the guidelines were for creating 
a barrier-free environment, but now we 
are focusing on universal accessibility.

 Universal Accessibility refers to 
the degree to which the environment, 
products, and services are accessible to 
people with disabilities.

 The term barrier-free design used 
to describe the efort of removing physical 
barriers from the "built environment" for 
people with disabilities.

o The guidelines are not just for 
Persons with Disabilities (PwD), but for 
those involved in planning projects, from the 
construction of government buildings to 
master-planning cities.

o Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Afairs (MoHUA).

 Constitutional and Legal Framework for 
Disabled People:

o Article 14  : The State shall not deny to 
any person equality before the law or the 
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equal protection of the laws within the 
territory of India.

 In this context, Persons with 
Disabilities should have similar and equal 
rights in the eyes of the Constitution.

o UN Convention the Right of Persons 
with Disabilities: India is a signatory to 
the United Nations Convention the Right 
of Persons with Disabilities, which came 
into force in 2007.

 The Convention recognizes 
accessibility as a human right and requires 
signatories to adopt appropriate measures 
to ensure access by persons with 
disabilities.

o Accessible India 
Campaign: The ‘Accessible India 
Campaign' also known as the Sugamya 
Bharat Abhiyan to enable Persons with 
disabilities to gain universal access, equal 
opportunity for development.

 The campaign seeks to enhance 
accessibility by making signifcant changes 
to the infrastructure, information and 
communication systems.

o Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2016: The Government of lndia 
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enacted The Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016, which is the principal
and comprehensive legislation concerning 
persons with disabilities.

 The Act defnes the responsibilities 
of the Central and State governments with 
regard to the services for persons with 
disabilities.

 The Act also recommends creating a 
barrier-free environment by removing all 
types of discrimination against persons with
disabilities where they can share the 
development benefts which a normal 
person enjoys.

 Other Related Initiatives:

o DeenDayal Disabled Rehabilitation   
Scheme

o National Fellowship for Students with  
Disabilities.

o Unique Disability Identifcation   
Project

o International Day of Persons with   
Disabilities

Disability

 About:
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o Disability is a term associated with 
some specially-abled people who sustain a 
condition that prevents him/her from doing 
things in the same way as the other people 
around him.

 Types of Disability:

o Intellectual disability: A person having 
an intellectual disability (ID) is seen to 
have low intelligence or rational 
ability which is evident in their lack of skills 
for the basic day to day activities.

o Neurological and Cognitive 
Disorders: People acquire this type of 
disability throughout their lifetime, either by 
a bad brain injury or multiple sclerosis.

 In multiple sclerosis, the cells in a 
body are attacked by its immune system, 
thus creating a problem in communication 
between a body and its brain.

o Physical Disability: It is the most 
common type of disability found among 
specially- abled people.

 These issues can range from 
the circulatory system to the nervous 
system and also the respiratory system.



 Cerebral palsy is one such disability 
that happens because of brain damage and 
results in problems in movement. The 
symptoms of such a disability can be seen 
from birth.

o Psychiatric Disability: Such disorders 
in a person give rise to anxiety disorders, 
depression, or various kinds of phobias in 
a person.

Source:TH
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Why in News

IndiaSkills  2021  Nationals, the country’s
biggest skill competition, concluded recently.

Key Points

 About:

o It is designed to demonstrate the 
highest standards of skilling and ofers a 
platform to young people to showcase their 
talent at national and international levels.

o IndiaSkills Competition is held 
every two years with the support of state 
governments and industry.

o It has the potential to reach 
grassroot level and make an impact.



 Participants:

o 30 states and Union Territories 
(UTs) participated in the competition and 
showcased their skills in 54 skills, including 
seven new-age ones, in 2021.

 Skill areas include beauty 
therapy, cyber security, floristry, robot 
system integration,   cloud computing  , 
water technology, painting and 
decorating, health and social care, among 
others.

 Nodal Agency:

o National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC), working under the 
guidance of the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE).

 NSDC has been leading India’s 
participation at the   WorldSkills   
International competitions since 2011.

 Performance of the States:

o Odisha topped the chart followed by 
Maharashtra and Kerala.

 The winners of IndiaSkills 
2021 Nationals will get a chance to 
represent the country at WorldSkills 
International Competition to be held in 
Shanghai, China in October 2022.

 Need of the Skill Development:
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o Unskilled Labour Force:

 According to the UNDP’s 
Human Development Report-2020, 
only 21.1%of the labour force was skilled 
in the period 2010-2019 in India.

 This dismal result is due to
lack of cohesion within policy 
actions, absence of holistic 
approach and working in silos.

o Tackle the Rising 
Unemployment:

 India's unemployment 
rate reached an all-time high in 2020.

 There were several factors 
responsible for this, including the 
coronavirus pandemic-induced 
lockdown.

o Potential to contribute in the 
Economy:

 According to the World 
Economic Forum report released in 
January 2021, investment in upskilling 
could potentially boost the global 
economy by USD6.5 trillion by 
2030, and India's economy by USD570 
billion.

 India had the second-highest 
additional employment potential through 
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upskilling as it could add 2.3 million jobs 
by 2030, second only to the US's 2.7 
million jobs.

Related Initiatives/Schemes

 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana   
(PMKVY)

 Recognition of Prior Learning  

 National Career Service Project  

 Skills Acquisition and Knowledge   
Awareness for Livelihood (SANKALP)

 Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors’   
(YUVA) scheme

 Kaushalacharya Awards  

 Scheme for Higher Education Youth in   
Apprenticeship and Skills (SHREYAS)

 Atmanirbhar Skilled Employee Employer   
Mapping (ASEEM)

 Skill Certifcation  

Source:PIB
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Survey of Defence Land using
Modern Technology
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Why in News

Recently,  the Ministry  of
Defence has concluded a survey of  nearly  18
lakh  acres  of  defence  land scattered  across
4,900 pockets across the country for efective land
use and planning, and preventing encroachments.
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Key Points

 About:

o It is a remarkable achievement since for
the frst time after independence, entire 
defence land has been surveyed by using 
latest survey technology and in a large 
number of pockets in association with the 
Revenue authorities of various State 
Governments.

 Use of Modern Technology:

o Modern survey technologies 
like Electronic Total Station 
(ETS) and Differential Global Positioning 
System (DGPS) were used in the survey.

 ETS is integrated with Electronic 
Distance Measurement (EDM) to measure 
both vertical and horizontal angles and the 
slope distance from the instrument to a 
particular point, and an on-board computer 
to collect data and perform triangulation 
calculations.

 DGPS is an advanced form of GPS 
navigation which provides greater 
positioning accuracy than the standard 
GPS.

o Drone   imagery and Satellite imagery 
based surveys were leveraged for reliable, 
robust and time bound outcomes.
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 For the frst time, Drone imagery 
based survey technology was used for 
survey of lakhs of acres of defence land in 
Rajasthan.

 Besides this, Satellite Imagery 
based survey was done for the frst 
time for certain defence land pockets.

o 3D Modelling techniques for better 
visualisation of defence land in hilly area have
also been introduced by utilising Digital 
Elevation Model (DEM) in association 
with Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC).

 A Digital Elevation Model (DEM) is 
a representation of the bare ground 
(bare earth) topographic surface of the 
Earth excluding trees, buildings, and any 
other surface objects.

 Signifcance of this Achievement:

o This mammoth exercise of survey of 
nearly 18 lakh acres of defence land is 
a unique example of leveraging emerging 
technologies for land survey in a short time
in line with the Central Govt’s emphasis 
on   Digital India.  

o Conducting this exercise after 75 years of
Independence, also makes it a part of 
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celebrations under the Azadi Ka Amrut 
Mahotsav.

 Capacity Building for Land Survey:

o A Centre of Excellence (CoE) on land 
survey and Geographic Information 
System (GIS) mapping has also been 
established in National Institute of 
Defence Estates Management for capacity 
building of Defence Estates oficials in the 
feld of latest survey technologies.

o The CoE aims to be an apex survey 
institution capable of imparting training of 
various levels to the oficers of central and 
state government departments.

Source: PIB
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Why in News

Recently,  the Indigenous  Aircraft  Carrier
(IAC) 1, which will be called INS Vikrant once it
enters  service  with  the  Indian  Navy,  began
another set of sea trials.

 INS Vikrant is the largest and most 
complex warship to be built in India.

Key Points

 About Aircraft Carrier:

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ins-vikrant-begins-sea-trials


o An aircraft carrier is "a large ship that 
carries military aircraft and has a long, flat 
surface where they take of and land."

 These floating air bases are 
equipped with a full-length flight deck 
capable of carrying, arming, deploying 
and recovering aircraft.

o They act as command and control of a 
naval fleet in times of war and peace.

o A carrier battle group consists of an 
aircraft carrier and its escorts, together 
making the group.

 During World War II, the Imperial 
Japanese Navy was the frst to assemble a 
large number of carriers into a single task 
force known as Kido Butai.

 This task force was used during 
the Pearl Harbour Attack.

 Aircraft Carrier in India:

o INS Vikrant 
(decommissioned): Beginning with INS 
Vikrant which served India from 1961 to 
1997.

 India acquired the Vikrant from 
the United Kingdom in 1961, and the 
carrier played a stellar role in the   1971   
war     with Pakistan that led to the birth of 
Bangladesh.
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 In 2014, INS Vikrant, was broken 
down in Mumbai.

o INS Viraat (decommissioned): INS 
Vikrant was followed by the Centaur-class 
carrier HMS (Her Majesty's Ship) 
Hermes, which was rechristened in India 
as INS Viraat and served in the Indian Navy 
from 1987 to 2016.

o INS Vikramaditya:  

 It is the Indian Navy’s largest 
aircraft carrier and warship converted 
from the Russian Navy’s 
decommissioned Admiral 
Gorshkov/Baku.

 INS Vikramaditya is a modifed Kiev-
class aircraft carrier that was 
commissioned into service in November 
2013.

o INS Vikrant:

 In order to commemorate the legacy 
of INS Vikrant (decommissioned), 
the First IAC will be named as INS 
Vikrant.

 It is built at Cochin Shipyard 
Limited.

 It is currently undergoing sea 
trials and is likely to be commissioned 
in 2023.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ins-vikrant-first-indigenous-aircraft-carrier
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ins-viraat-1


 Its construction propelled India into 
a select group of countries having 
capabilities to build state-of-the-art 
aircraft carriers.

 Operational Modalities: According
to the Indian Navy, the warship will 
operate MiG-29K fghter jets, Kamov-31 
helicopters, MH-60R multi-role 
helicopters and the indigenously 
manufactured Advanced Light 
Helicopters (ALH).

 Signifcance of Aircraft Carriers:

o Currently, most of the world powers are 
operating or building 
technologically advanced aircraft 
carriers to safeguard their maritime rights 
and interests.

o Thirteen navies across the world now 
operate aircraft carriers. Following are the 
name of a few:

 Nimitz Class, US

 Gerald R Ford Class, US

 Queen Elizabeth Class, UK

 Admiral Kuznetsov, Russia

 Liaoning, China

 INS Vikramaditya, India

 Charles De Gaulle, France

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/dhruv-mk-iii-advanced-light-helicopter
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/dhruv-mk-iii-advanced-light-helicopter
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/dhruv-mk-iii-advanced-light-helicopter
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/mh-60r-multi-mission-helicopters
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/mh-60r-multi-mission-helicopters
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kamov-226t-utility-helicopters
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kamov-226t-utility-helicopters
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/new-defence-weapons-approved


 Cavour, Italy

 Juan Carlos I, Spain

 USS America, US

o Aircraft Carrier for India, provides 
a deterrent naval capability, that is not 
only essential but a strategic need.

 This is because India's area of 
responsibility ranges from the east coast 
of Africa to the Western Pacifc.

 Future Endeavours:

o Since 2015, the Navy has been seeking 
approval to build a third aircraft carrier for 
the country, which, if approved, will 
become India’s second Indigenous 
Aircraft Carrier (IAC-2).

o This proposed carrier, to be named INS
Vishal, is intended to be a giant 65,000-tonne
vessel, much bigger than IAC-1 and the INS 
Vikramaditya.

Source: IE

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-first-indigenous-aircraft-carrier-ins-vikrant-sea-trails-7714755/


Daily quiz

1) Consider the following statements regarding the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and Status of Countries:

1. WTO does not define any country as a developed or 
developing country, members are free to define 
themselves.

2. WTO recognizes Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 
relying on classification by the UN-based criterion that
is reviewed every five years.

3. China is currently under the ‘Developed Country’ tag 
since it falls under the upper-middle-income country 
according to the World Bank.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect?

 a.  1 only
 b.  3 only
 c.  2 and 3 only
 d.  1 and 2 only

Answer : c

2)  Consider  the  following  statements  regarding  Red
Sanders:



1. It is endemic to India and found in the Western Ghats.
2. It is a subspecies of sandalwood and is in high 

demand worldwide for its aroma and medicinal 
prospects.

3. It is listed under the ‘Endangered’ category by the 
IUCN.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
 

 a.  2 only
 b.  1 and 2 only
 c.  3 only
 d.  1 and 3 only

Answer : c

3)  Consider  the  following  statements  regarding  Orang
National Park:

1. It is located on the north banks of the Brahmaputra 
River in the state of Arunachal Pradesh.

2. It is the only stronghold of rhinoceros on the north 
bank of the Brahmaputra river.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  Both 1 and 2
 d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : b



4)  The  term  ‘Biofilm’  is  associated  with  which  of  the
following statements?

 a.  A vitamin found in foods like eggs, milk, and 
bananas.

 b.  A collective of one or more types of 
microorganisms that can grow on many different 
surfaces.

 c.  The process of increasing the micronutrient 
content of a food crop through selective breeding, genetic
modification, or the use of enriched fertilizers.

 d.  Products that reduce the need for fertilizers and 
increase plant growth, resistance to water and abiotic 
stresses.

Answer : b

5) Consider the following statements regarding the High
Courts in India:

1. The number of judges in High Court is decided by the 
parliament unlike in Supreme Court where it is 
decided by the president.

2. The president can appoint duly qualified persons as 
additional judges of a high court for a temporary 
period not exceeding six months.

3. Person appointed as an acting judge to a high court 
can work beyond 62 years of age.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect?

 a.  1 and 2 only
 b.  2 only



 c.  1 and 3 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : d


	Why in News
	Key Points
	Way Forward
	Why in News
	Key Points
	Why in News
	Key Points
	Survey of Defence Land using Modern Technology
	Why in News
	Key Points
	Why in News
	Key Points


