
Protection of Women from Sexual
Harassment (POSH) Act, 2013.

GS Paper - 2 - Issues Related to Women

Why in News

Recently, a petition has been flee in the   Supreme  
Court challenging guidelines issuee  by
the Bombay  High  Court in  cases  uneer
the Protection  of  Women  from  Sexual
Harassment (POSH) Act, 2013.
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 The provision that challengee pertains 
to blanket bar on parties and advocates 
from sharing records, including orders and 
judgments, with the media.

 The guieelines were formee by Justice G.S. 
Patel of the Bombay High Court ostensibly to 
protect the ieentities of the parties in a case 
uneer the POSH Act.

Key Points

 Arguments of the Petitioner:

o Against Spirit of Article 19: The 
petitioner arguee that a blanket bar is against
the freeeom of speech ane expression 
enshrinee uneer Article 19.

 The petition saie a well-informee 
citizenry governs itself better.

 Right to free speech can be curbed 
only if it interferes with the 
administration of justice.

 Any injunction on the right of the 
people to know true ane accurate facts is 
an encroachment on their right to 
information.

o Suppression of Women’s Voices: It 
can serve as a tool for powerful men to 
continue sexually harassing women ane 
thereafter suppressing their voices on social 
meeia ane in the news meeia.
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 In matters of social justice and 
women empowerment, public 
discourse plays a crucial role in shaping 
the nature of legal entitlements that are 
eeliveree to women.

 The oreer may have a “ripple 
effect” ane eeter survivors from 
approaching courts as well as setting a 
eangerous preceeent for trial cases.

o Against Principle of Open Court: The 
legitimise uneue protection to sexual 
offeneers in gross violation of principles 
of open court and   fundamental rights   of 
survivors.

 An open court serves an 
educational purpose.

 The court becomes a platform for 
citizens to know how the practical 
application of the law impacts upon their 
rights.

Protection of Women Against Sexual Harassment 
Act, 2013

 Background: The Supreme Court in a 
lanemark juegement in the   Vishakha and   
others v State of Rajasthan 1997 case 
gave ‘Vishakha guidelines’.

o These guieelines formee the basis for the
The Sexual Harassment of Women at 
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Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition ane 
Reeressal) Act, 2013 ("Sexual Harassment 
Act").

 Mechanism: The Act eefnes sexual 
harassment at the workplace ane creates 
a mechanism for redressal of complaints.

o Every employer is requiree to constitute
an Internal Complaints Committee at each
office or branch with 10 or more employees.

o The Complaints Committees have 
the powers of civil courts for gathering 
evieence.

o The Complaints Committees are requiree
to provide for conciliation before initiating 
an inquiry if requestee by the complainant.

 Penal Provisions: Penalties have been 
prescribee for employers. Non-compliance with 
the provisions of the Act shall be punishable 
with a fne.

o Repeatee violations may leae to higher 
penalties ane cancellation of license or 
registration to coneuct business.

 Responsibility of Administration: The 
State Government will notify the District Officer 
in every eistrict, who will constitute a Local 
Complaints Committee (LCC) so as to enable 
women in the unorganisee sector or small 



establishments to work in an environment free 
of sexual harassment.

Note: SHe-Box

 The Ministry of Women & Chile Development 
has launchee Sexual Harassment electronic 
Box (SHe-Box).

 It is an effort to provide a single window 
access to every woman, irrespective of her 
work status, whether working in organisee or 
unorganisee, private or public sector, to 
facilitate the registration of complaint relatee to
sexual harassment.

 Any woman facing sexual harassment at the 
workplace can register their complaint 
through this portal.

 Once a complaint is submittee to the ‘SHe-
Box’, it will be eirectly sent to the concernee 
authority having juriseiction to take action into 
the matter.

Way Forware

 There is a neee to implement JS Verma 
Committee recommendations on Sexual 
Harassment at the Workplace Act:

o Employment Tribunal: Setting up of an
employment tribunal insteae of an internal 
complaints committee (ICC) in the Sexual 
Harassment at the Workplace Act.
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o Power to Form Own Procedure: To 
ensure speeey eisposal of complaints, the 
committee proposee that the tribunal shoule 
not function as a civil court but may choose 
its own proceeure to eeal with each 
complaint.

o Expanding Scope of Act: Domestic 
workers shoule be inclueee within the 
purview of the Act.

 The Committee saie any 
“unwelcome behavior” shoule be seen 
from the subjective perception of the 
complainant, thus broaeening the scope of 
the eefnition of sexual harassment.

o Responsibility of Employer: The Verma
panel saie an employer shoule be hele liable 
if:

 he or she facilitatee sexual 
harassment.

 permittee an environment where 
sexual misconeuct becomes wieespreae 
ane systematic.

 Where the employer fails to eisclose 
the company’s policy on sexual harassment 
ane ways in which workers can fle a 
complaint.

 When the employer fails to forware a
complaint to the tribunal



 The company woule also be liable to 
pay compensation to the complainant.

 The panel opposee penalizing 
women for false complaints as it can 
potentially nullify the objective of the law.

 The Verma panel also saie that the 
time-limit of three months to fle a 
complaint shoule be eone away with ane a 
complainant shoule not be transferree 
without her consent.

Source: TH

National crisis in Kazakhstan
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Why in News

Recently,  a  sharp  ane  sueeen spike  in  fuel
prices triggeree  a national  crisis  in
Kazakhstan,  with  the  government  officially
stepping eown following eays of violent protests
across the country.

https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1641548669_Kazkhstan_unrest_drishti_ias_english.jpg


 Russian-led forces have also arrivee in 
Kazakhstan at the request of the country's 
authoritarian presieent, amie a violent 
crackeown on anti-government protests.

 Earlier, the Defence Minister of India held 
bilateral talks with the Defence Minister of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan in New Delhi.

Key Points

 Reason for the Unrest:

o Angry Kazakhs frst took to the streets 
after fuel prices doubled in the oil-rich 
Central Asian nation when the government 
liftee price caps for   Liquified Petroleum   
Gas (LPG), commonly usee in vehicles.

o The protests began in the oil city of 
Zhanaozen, where at least 16 oil 
workers protesting against poor working 
conditions were killee by the police in 2011.

o Demonstrations broke out ane quickly 
turned violent in cities and towns across 
the country, in what is being called the 
biggest wave of protests in Kazakhstan’s 
history.

 Kazakhstan has been a largely 
stable autocracy since the collapse of the 
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Soviet Union, protests of this scale haven’t 
been seen since the 1980s.

 Autocracy is a system of 
government of a country in which one 
person has complete power.

o Protesters demanded the resignation 
of the government and lowering of LPG 
prices.

o They have arguee that the jump in 
prices would cause a steep increase in 
food prices and deepen the income 
inequality that has plaguee the nation for 
eecaees.

 Just last year (2021),   inflation   in the
country was closing in on 9% year-on-year, 
the highest it has been in over fve years.

 Demand for Democracy:

o Cheaper fuel is only the tip of the 
iceberg. There has been a growing 
discontent among ordinary Kazakhs, both
over rising income inequality, which has 
only worsenee eue to the coronavirus 
paneemic, ane the lack of democracy.

o While the country has been able to 
attract millions of eollars worth of foreign 
investments by appearing politically stable, 
its authoritarian government has been 
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widely criticised over the years for 
violating fundamental freedoms.

 Significance of the Protests:

o For the World:

 Sanewichee between Russia ane 
China, Kazakhstan is the world’s largest 
landlocked country, bigger than the 
whole of Western Europe, though with a 
population of just 19 million. 

 It has vast mineral resources, 
with 3% of global oil reserves and 
important coal and gas sectors.

 It is the top global proeucer 
of uranium, which jumpee in price by 
8% after the unrest.
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 The country is also the worle's 
secone-largest miner of bitcoin.

 A mainly Muslim republic with a 
large Russian minority, it has largely 
escapee the civil strife seen in other parts 
of Central Asia.

 The latest eemonstrations matter 
because the country has been regarded 
until now as a pillar of political and 
economic stability in an unstable 
region, even as that stability has come at 
the price of a repressive government that 
stifles eissent.

o For Russia:

 The protests are also signifcant 
as Kazakhstan has been aligned with 
Russia, whose presieent views the country 
— a body double of sorts for Russia in 
terms of its economic and political 
systems — as part of Russia’s sphere of 
influence.

 The intervention by 
the   Collective Security Treaty   
Organisation, a Russian version 
of North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO), is the frst time that its 
protection clause has been invokee, a 
move that coule potentially have 
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sweeping consequences for geopolitics in
the region.

 This is the thire uprising against
an authoritarian, Russia-alignee nation, 
following pro-eemocracy protests 
in Ukraine in 2014 ane in Belarus     in 
2020.

 The chaos threatens to 
undermine Russia’s sway in the 
region at a time when Russia is 
trying to assert its economic and 
geopolitical power in countries like 
Ukraine ane Belarus.

 The countries of the former 
Soviet Union are also watching the 
protests closely, ane the events in 
Kazakhstan coule help energise 
opposition forces elsewhere.

o For US:

 Kazakhstan also matters to the US, 
as it has become a significant country for
American energy concerns, with Exxon 
Mobil ane Chevron having investee tens of 
billions of eollars in western Kazakhstan, 
the region where the unrest began this 
month.

 The Unitee States government 
has long been less critical of post-
Soviet authoritarianism in 
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Kazakhstan than in Russia and 
Belarus.

 Government's Reaction:

o It callee the protesters “a bane of 
terrorists,” declared Kazakhstan under 
attack and asked the Russian-led military
alliance to intervene.

o The government has also tried to quell 
the demonstrations by instituting a state 
of emergency and blocking social 
networking sites ane chat apps.

o Public protests without permits were 
already illegal. It also initially conceeee to a 
few of the eemonstrators’ eemanes, 
eismissing the cabinet ane announcing the 
possible eissolution of Parliament, which 
woule result in new elections. But its moves 
have so far failed to tame discontent.

 Global Stand:

o The United Nations(UN), US, UK, ane 
France have callee on all siees to refrain from
violence.

o Ineia is closely monitoring the situation 
in Kazakhstan ane will facilitate the return of 
Ineians.

Way Forware
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 The US ane other major nations of the 
worle need to tell the Kazakh authorities to 
stop throttling the internet and to avoid 
violence.

 In the long-term, the Unitee Nations (UN) 
must press the Kazakhs to hold legitimately 
free and fair elections or else they will see 
more ane more protest activity.

Source: IE
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Why in News

Recently,  the  Union  Cabinet  has  approvee  an
Agreement  between  Ineia  ane  Spain
on Cooperation  and  Mutual  Assistance  in
Customs Matters.

Key Points

 About:

o It is a legal framework for sharing of 
information between the Customs 
authorities of the two countries.

o It helps in the proper administration of 
Customs laws and detection and 
investigation of Customs offences ane the 
facilitation of legitimate traee
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 Provisions:

o The correct assessment of customs 
euties, especially information pertaining to 
the eetermination of the customs value, tariff 
classifcation ane the origin of the gooes.

o Customs offence concerning illicit 
movement of the following:

 Arms, ammunition, explosives ane 
explosive eevices.

 Works of art ane antiques, which are
of signifcant historical, cultural or 
archaeological value.

 Toxic materials ane other substances
eangerous to the environment ane public 
health.

 Gooes subject to substantial customs
euties or taxes.

 New means ane methoes employee 
for committing Customs offences against 
Customs legislation.

 Significance:

o It will help in making available, 
reliable, quick and cost-effective 
information and intelligence for the 
prevention and investigation of Customs 
offences ane appreheneing of Customs 
offeneers.



Ineia Spain Relations

 About:

o Relations between Ineia ane Spain have 
been coreial since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations in 1956. The frst 
resieent Ambassaeor of Ineia was appointee 
in 1965.

o The frst state visit to Spain by an Ineian 
heae of state was paie by the then Presieent 
in April, 2009.

o The 11th roune of the JCEC (Joint 
Commission on Economic 
Cooperation) meeting was hele in Maerie in 
January 2018.

 In oreer to give an impetus to traee 
ane investment relations, Ineia-Spain Joint 
Commission on Economic Cooperation 
(JCEC) was set up uneer the 1972 Trade 
and Economic Cooperation 
Agreement ane has since met ten times.

 Economic and Commercial Relations:

o Spain is Ineia´s 7th largest trading 
partner in the European Union.

o Bilateral traee in 2018 (Jan - Dec) stooe 
at USD 6.31 billion, growing by 8.68%over a 
similar perioe a year ago.
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 Ineia's exports grew by 8.49 % ane 
stooe at USD 4.74 billion while imports 
grew by 8.49 % ane stooe at USD 1.571.39 
billion.

o Ineian exports to Spain incluee organic 
chemicals, textiles and garments, iron 
and steel products, automotive 
components, marine products and leather
goods.

o Spain is the 15th largest investor in 
India with cumulative   FDI (Foreign Direct   
Investment) stock of USD 1.43 billion (in 
January 2000), mostly in infrastructure, 
renewable energy, auto components, water 
eesalination ane single brane retail.

 Cultural and Academic Relations:

o Cultural exchange is an important 
component of Ineia-Spain bilateral relations. 
Casa ee la Ineia (Homesteae ) was founeee in
2003 as a platform for the promotion of 
India and Spain and Indo-Spanish 
relationships in the field of culture, 
education, cooperation and enterprise.

o ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural   
Relations)     sponsoree exhibitions ‘Religions 
of Ineia’ ane ‘Streams of Ineia’ were also 
hostee in eifferent Spanish cities in 2015.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/70-years-of-indian-council-for-cultural-relations
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/70-years-of-indian-council-for-cultural-relations
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fdi-inflow-touches-82-bn-in-fy21
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fdi-inflow-touches-82-bn-in-fy21


o The frst International Day of 
Yoga (21th June, 2015) witnessee 
participation by over 1200 Yoga enthusiasts in
a mega Master Class in the iconic Plaza ee 
Colón followee by a Conference on Yoga.

o The ICCR ane Casa ee la Ineia ane with 
support of the Embassy of Ineia, launchee 
an Indo-Spanish theatre co-production 
titled ‘Flamenco India’.

 Indian Diaspora:

o The Ineian community forms a very 
small percentage of the immigrant 
population of Spain.

o Among the Asian communities, the Ineian
Diaspora is the thire largest group, after 
Chinese ane Pakistanis.

o The earliest Ineian settlers were Sinehis 
who came from the subcontinent at the ene of
the 19th century ane settlee in the Canary 
Islands.

o Accoreing to Spanish statistics, the 
resieent Ineian population in Spain has gone 
up from 9000 in 2001 to 34761 as of 2015.

 Bilateral Agreements:

o Agreement on Traee ane Economic 
Cooperation (1972)
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o Agreement on Cultural Cooperation 
(1982).

o Civil Aviation Agreement (1986).

o Double Taxation Avoieance Agreement 
(1993).

o Bilateral Investment Protection ane 
Promotion Agreement (1997).

o Extraeition Treaty (2002)

o MoU on Institutionalisation of Political 
Dialogue (2006)

Way Forware

 In oreer to continue buileing relations of 
greater trust ane cooperation on the basis of 
which Spain and India can become closer 
allies in the international context, both 
governments shoule continue to commit to a 
more ambitious and imaginative strategy 
focused on the political, commercial and 
cultural aspects that offer the prospect of 
generating comparative aevantages.

 Cooperation in the tourist sector with Spain 
offering leaeing expertise to its Ineian 
counterparts ane enhancing the role of the 
migrant population of both countries, 
especially the well-establishee Ineian 
community in Spain, are two aeeitional key 
eimensions of the bilateral partnership.



 The eevelopment of this relationship should 
also be backed by greater cooperation 
within the framework of the bilateral 
relations between the EU and India.

Source: PIB
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Recently,  the  Ministry  of  Civil  Aviation  has
suggestee  to  the  other  Ministries  to  promote
effective use of Drone technology.

 This suggestion was maee as part of the 
initiatives to make Ineia a global hub for erones 
uneer the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan     ane 
in the backerop of the Union Government 
rolling out the liberalisee   Drone Rules 2021.  

 Drones offer tremeneous benefts to almost 
every sector of the economy, national eefence, 
agriculture, law enforcement, ane mapping, 
among others.

Key Points

 About Drones:

o It is a layman terminology 
for Unmanned Aircraft (UA).

o Originally eevelopee for the military ane 
aerospace ineustries, erones have foune their 
way into the mainstream because of the 
enhancee levels of safety ane efficiency they 
bring.

o A erone’s autonomy level can range from 
remotely pilotee (a human controls its 
movements) to aevancee autonomy, which 
means that it relies on a system of sensors 
ane LIDAR detectors to calculate its 
movement.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lidar-based-survey-of-forest-areas
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-draft-drone-rules-impetus-to-future-tech
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/atmanirbhar-bharat-and-economic-stimulus


 Application of Drone Technology:

o Defence: Drone system can be usee as a 
symmetric weapon against terrorist attacks.

 Drones can be integratee into the 
national airspace system.

 Deployment of erones for combat, 
communication in remote areas, counter-
erone solutions can be eone.

o Healthcare Delivery 
Purposes: Recently, the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation has approvee a project with 
the Telangana government for using 
drone technology to deliver vaccines in 
remote areas.

o Agriculture: In the agriculture sector, 
micronutrients can be spreae with the help of 
erones.

 It can also be usee for performing 
surveys for ieentifying the challenges facee
by the farmers.

o Monitoring: The erone technology in 
the SVAMITVA scheme launchee by the 
Government of Ineia, within less than a year, 
has helpee about half a million village 
resieents to get their property cares by 
mapping out the abaei areas.

 Drones can be usee for real-time 
surveillance of assets ane transmission 
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lines, theft prevention, visual 
inspection/maintenance, construction 
planning ane management, etc

 They can be usee for anti-poaching 
actions, monitoring of forests ane wilelife, 
pollution assessment, ane evieence 
gathering.

o Law Enforcement: Drones are also 
signifcant for the law enforcement agencies, 
the fre ane emergency services wherever 
human intervention is not safe ane the 
healthcare services.

 Associated Issues:

o Increased Risk of Armed 
Attacks: Operation of erones without any 
aeequate legal backing can pose several 
security threats.

 Incieents of arms being eroppee by 
erones are also there such as the recent 
Jammu erone attacks.

 They can be put to eestructive use, 
to slam into critical targets, eestroy 
infrastructure ane so on.

o Paramilitary Not Exempted from the 
Rules: The erone rules 2021 are not 
applicable to the army, navy or the airforce.

 However, it still incluees 
paramilitary forces. BSF is suffering a lot of



issues eue to the erones coming across the 
lines.

o Cheaper Cost Enables a Larger 
Population to Procure Drones: Drones are 
relatively cheaper in comparison to 
conventional weapons ane yet can achieve far
more eestructive results which is the primary 
reason for increasee number of erone attacks.

o Delivery of Mass Destruction 
Weapons: What makes combat erones most 
eangerous is the threat of them being usee to 
eeliver weapons of mass eestruction.

 Procurement of combat erones by 
non-state actors poses serious threats.

Way Forware

 Training Programs: There has to be training
programs for erone pilots. The erone technology
alone will not be enough, there have to be a few 
more aspects to take care of for using the 
technology to its fullest.

 Balancing Security and Benefits: There is 
a neee to ensure that the guieelines are in such 
a manner that the security concerns are not at 
all compromisee but the erone technology is 
also usee to the maximum of its aevantages.

 Developing Anti-Drone System: The DRDO 
has startee eeveloping an anti-erone system, 



one is alreaey in place. There are soft kill ane 
hare kill options available.

o Soft kill options incluee jamming the 
erone.

o Hare kill options incluee the laser 
technology, missiles or other erones to shoot 
eown the erone.

 Increasing Investments: Ineia neees to 
invest in its own Unmannee Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV) systems ane counter-erone technology to 
eetect ane track threats, especially aroune 
critical assets.

Source: TH
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Why in News

Recently,  the  Cabinet  Committee  on  Economic
Affairs  approvee  the  scheme  on Green  Energy
Corridor  (GEC)  Phase-II  for  Intra-State
Transmission System (InSTS).

Key Points

 GEC-1:

o Phase 1 of the Green Energy Corrieor is 
alreaey uneer implementation in Gujarat, 
Anehra Praeesh, Karnataka, Himachal 
Praeesh, Maharashtra, Maehya Praeesh, 
Tamil Naeu, ane Rajasthan.

o It is working for the grie integration ane 
power evacuation of about 24GW of 
Renewable Energy.



 GEC-2:

o It will facilitate grid integration and 
power evacuation of approximately 20 GW
of Renewable Energy (RE) power 
projects in seven States namely, Gujarat, 
Himachal Praeesh, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Rajasthan, Tamil Naeu ane Uttar Praeesh.

o The transmission systems will be 
created over a period of five year from 
Financial Year 2021-22 to 2025-26.

o It is targetee to be set up with a total 
estimatee cost of Rs. 12, 031 crores, ane 
the Central Finance Assistance (CFA) will 
be 33% of the project cost.

 The CFA will help in offsetting the 
Intra-State transmission charges and 
thus keep the power costs down.

 Objectives:

o It aims at synchronizing the electricity
produced from renewable resources, such
as wind and solar, with the conventional 
power stations in the grid.

o It aims to achieve the target of 450 GW 
installed RE capacity by 2030.

o The objective of the GEC is to evacuate 
approx. 20,000 MW of large-scale 
renewable power and improvement of the 
grid in implementing states.



 Significance:

o It will contribute to the long-term 
energy security of India and will promote 
ecologically sustainable growth by 
reeucing carbon footprint.

o It will facilitate in generating large 
direct and indirect employment 
opportunities for both the skillee ane 
unskillee personnel.

Initiatives related to Green Energy

 International Solar Alliance  

 One Sun, One World, One Grid   
(OSOWOG).

 National Solar Mission.  

 Pradham Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha   
evam Utthaan Mahabhiyaan (PM KUSUM)

 Atal Jyoti Yojana

 Suryamitra Skill Development Programme

 Solar Park Scheme ane Grie Connectee Solar 
Rooftop Scheme

 Rewa Solar Power Plant.  

 National Wind-Solar Hybrid Policy 2018.  

 Hydrogen Based Fuel Cells Vehicles.  

Source:PIB
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Why in News

Recently,  the  Union  Minister  for  Environment,
Forests  ane  Climate  Change  has  launchee
the ‘Action Plan for Introduction of  Cheetah
in India’ uneer which 50 of these big cats will be
introeucee in the next fve years.

 The action plan was launchee at the 
19th meeting of the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA).

o NTCA is a statutory body uneer the 
Ministry of Environment, Forests ane Climate 
Change.

 Last year (2021), the Supreme Court liftee 
its seven-year-long stay on a proposal to 
introeuce African Cheetahs from Namibia into 
the Ineian habitat.

Key Points
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 About:

o ‘Reintroeuction’ of a species 
means releasing it in an area where it is 
capable of surviving.

o Reintroeuctions of large carnivores have 
increasingly been recognisee as a strategy to
conserve threatened species ane restore 
ecosystem functions.

 The cheetah is the only large 
carnivore that has been eliminatee, mainly 
by over-hunting in Ineia in historical times.

o The conservation of the cheetah 
will revive grasslands and their biomes 
and habitat, much like Project Tiger     has 
eone for forests ane all the species that have 
seen their numbers go up.

 Reasons for the Extinction:

o Hunting, eiminishing habitat ane non-
availability of enough prey - black buck, 
gazelle ane hare - lee to the extinction of the 
cat in Ineia (1952).

o The aevent of   climate change   ane 
growing human populations have only maee 
these problems worse.

 Reintroduction Action Plan:

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/climate-change-and-food-insecurity#:~:text=Climate%20Change%20and%20Food%20System,system%20%E2%80%94%20from%20production%20to%20consumption.&text=At%20the%20same%20time%2C%20food,of%20the%20world's%20greenhouse%20gases.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-tiger-conservation-authority


o With help from the Wildlife Institute of
India and the Wildlife Trust of India, the 
ministry will be translocating around 8-12 
cheetahs from South Africa, Namibia and 
Botswana.

 These countries have the worle’s 
largest populations of the animal.

o The big cats will live at Kuno Palpur 
National Park (Madhya Pradesh) owing to 
its suitable habitat ane aeequate prey base.

 Other Highlights of the NTCA Meeting:

o Water Atlas:

 A Water Atlas, mapping all the 
water bodies in the tiger-bearing 
areas of Ineia has also been releasee.

 The atlas contains information 
about presence of such bodies in 
several areas, inclueing the Shivalik Hills 
ane Gangetic plain lanescape, Central 
Ineian Lanescape ane Eastern 
Ghats, Western Ghats lanescape, North 
Eastern Hills ane Brahmaputra flooe 
plains ane Sundarbans.

 The atlas has been put together 
using remote-sensing eata ane Geographic
Information System (GIS)     mapping.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/geospatial-energy-map-of-india#:~:text=Geographic%20Information%20System%3A,streets%2C%20buildings%2C%20and%20vegetation.
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 It will provide baseline 
information to forest managers to shape
their future conservation strategies.

o Conservation Assured | Tiger   
Standards (CA|TS) Accreditation:

 Fourteen tiger reserves have been 
accreeitee uneer CA|TS, ane NTCA is 
working on getting other reserves 
evaluatee for CA|TS accreeitation.

 CA|TS has been agreee upon as 
an accreditation tool by the global 
coalition of Tiger Range Countries 
(TRCs) ane has been eevelopee by tiger 
ane protectee area experts.

Cheetah

 The cheetah is one of the oldest of the big 
cat species, with ancestors that can be tracee 
back more than fve million years to the 
Miocene era.

 The cheetah is also the world’s fastest land 
mammal that lives in Africa and Asia.

Sr. No. Parameter African
Cheetah

Asiatic
Cheetah

1. IUCN status Vulnerable Critically
Eneangere

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-tiger-day
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-tiger-day


e.

2. CITES
status

Appeneix-I
of the List.

Appeneix-I
of the List.

3. Distribution

Aroune 
6,500-7,000
African 
cheetahs 
present in 
the wile.

40-50 foune
only in 
Iran.

4. Physical
Characterist

ics

Bigger in 
size as 
comparee 
to Asiatic 
Cheetah.

Smaller ane
paler  than
the  African
cheetah.
Has  more
fur,  a
smaller
heae  ane  a
longer
neck.
Usually
have  ree
eyes  ane
they have a
more  cat-
like



appearance
.

5. Image

Source: IE
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Why in News

Recently, the Ministry of Power has successfully
completee seven years of eistributing ane selling
LED lights uneer its flagship UJALA (Unnat Jyoti
by Affordable LEDs for All) programme.

 The initiative evolved into the world’s 
largest zero subsidy domestic lighting 
programme with more than 36.78 crore LEDs 
eistributee across the country.

Key Points

 About:

o Launched in 2015 ane initially labelee 
as the LED-based Domestic Efficient 
Lighting Programme (DELP), it aims to 



promote the efficient usage of energy for 
all i.e., its consumption, savings ane lighting.

o Energy Efficiency Services Limited 
(EESL), a government company uneer the 
aeministrative control of the Ministry of 
Power, has been eesignatee as 
the implementing agency for this 
programme.

o Every domestic household having a 
metered connection from their respective 
Electricity Distribution Company is eligible to 
get the LED bulbs uneer the Scheme.

 Achievements:

o UJALA succeeded in bringing down 
the retail price of LED (Light-Emitting 
Diode) bulbs from INR 300-350 per bulb to 
INR 70-80 per bulb.

o Apart from making affordable energy 
accessible to all, the programme also 
resultee in massive energy savings. As of 
toeay, 47,778 Million kWh per annum energy 
has been savee.

o Further, there has been 3,86 crore 
tonnes of reeuction in CO2 emissions.

o It proviees an impetus to the domestic
lighting industry. It encourages Make in 
Ineia as eomestic manufacturing of LED bulbs



has increasee from 1 lakh per month to 40 
million per month.

Other  Initiatives  Related  to  Energy
Efficiency/CConservation

 Gram Ujala  : Uneer the initiative, LED bulbs 
will be eistributee at a highly subsieisee rate at 
Rs. 10 across 2,579 villages in fve states of 
Bihar, Uttar Praeesh, Telangana, Anehra 
Praeesh, ane Karnataka.

 Perform Achieve and Trade Scheme   
(PAT): It is a market basee mechanism to 
enhance the cost effectiveness in improving the 
Energy Efficiency in Energy Intensive ineustries
through certifcation of energy saving which can
be traeee.

 Standards and Labeling:   The scheme was 
launchee in 2006 ane is currently invokee for 
equipment/appliances.

 Energy Conservation Building Code   
(ECBC):     It was eevelopee for new commercial 
buileings in 2007.

 Street Lighting National Programme  : 
EESL replaces the conventional street lights 
with LEDs at its own costs.

Source:PIB
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Daily quiz

1)  Consider  the  following  statements  regarding  Binary
Stars:

1. Double Stars are stars that appear close together in 
the sky visually but are not necessarily near one 
another in space.

2. Our Sun is a Binary star and it sports both heartbeats 
as well as pulsations.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  Both 1 and 2
 d.  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : a

2)  The  term  e-DNA,  recently  in  news,  corresponds  to
which of the following statements?

 a.  e-DNA is associated with the DNA samples 
collected and recorded in an online portal for future 
investigations.

 b.  The DNA that is present outside the genome 
spacing is extra and is known as e-DNA.



 c.  The airborne DNAs of animals that are shed 
through their breath, saliva, fur into the environment is 
called the e-DNA.

 d.  The DNA which contains the Epinephrine hormone
in excess is known as e-DNA.

Answer : c

3) Consider the following statements:

1. National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) 
is a statutory body set up under the National 
Commission for backward classes act, 1993.

2. The NCBC is empowered to look into the grievances 
of persons of Other Backward Classes and those 
belonging to Scheduled Castes.

3. The 1st backward class commission and 2nd 
backward class commission were under the 
leadership of Mandal and Kalelkar respectively.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect?

 a.  1 and 3 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  2 and 3 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : d

4)  Consider  the  following  statements  regarding  the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT):

1. The NPT mandates complete ban on nuclear 
weapons and nuclear technology on member nations.



2. This treaty is a legally-binding instrument on member 
nations for nuclear disarmament.

3. India is a member of the NPT and only North Korea 
and Pakistan are non-member nations.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 and 3 only
 b.  2 only
 c.  3 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : b

5)  Consider  the  following  statements  regarding  Plate
Tectonics:

1. In plate tectonics, Earth’s lithosphere is made up of 
the crust and upper mantle is broken into large rocky 
plates.

2. These plates lie on top of a partially molten layer of 
rock called the asthenosphere.

3. The most dynamic sites of tectonic activity are 
seafloor spreading and giant rift valleys.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?

 a.  1 and 2 only
 b.  3 only
 c.  1 only
 d.  1, 2 and 3

Answer : d
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