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Olive Ridley Turtles 

GS Paper - 3 - Conservation 

 

Why in News 

Researchers of the Zoological Survey of India 
(ZSI) are carrying out tagging of Olive Ridley turtles 
at three mass nesting sites – Gahirmatha, Devi River 
mouth and Rushikulya. 

 The exercise was undertaken in Odisha in 
January 2021 after a span of about 25 years and 1,556 
turtles had been tagged. 

 

Key Points 

 Tagging and its Significance: 
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o The metal tags affixed to turtles are non-corrosive, 
which can be removed later and they do not harm 
their body. 

o The tags are uniquely numbered containing 
details such as the name of the organisation, 
country-code and email address. 

o If researchers in other countries come across the 
tagged turtles, they will email their location in 
longitude and latitude to researchers in India. There 
is an established network working on turtles. 

o It would help them identify the migration path 
and places visited by the marine reptiles after 
congregation and nesting. 

 Olive Ridley Turtles: 
 

o About: 
 

 The Olive ridley turtles are the smallest and 
most abundant of all sea turtles found in the 
world. 

 These turtles are carnivores and get their 
name from their olive colored carapace. 

 They are best known for their unique mass 
nesting called Arribada, where thousands of 
females come together on the same beach to lay 
eggs. 

o Habitat: 
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 They are found in warm waters of the 
Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. 

 The Odisha’s Gahirmatha Marine 
Sanctuary is known as the world’s largest 

rookery (colony of breeding animals) of sea 
turtles. 

 

o Protection Status: 
 

 Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Scheduled 1 

 IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

 CITES: Appendix I 

o Threats: 
 

 Marine pollution and waste. 

 Human Consumption: They are extensively 
poached for their meat, shell and leather, and eggs. 

 Plastic Garbage: An ever-increasing debris of 
plastics, fishing nets, discarded nets, polythene 
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and other garbage dumped by tourists and fishing 
workers. 

 Fishing Trawlers: Overexploitation of marine 
resources by use of trawlers often violates the rule 
to not fish 20 kilometers within a marine 
sanctuary. 
 

 There were injury marks on many dead turtles 
indicating they could have been trapped under 
trawls or gill nets. 

o Initiatives to Protect Olive Ridley Turtles: 
 

 Operation Olivia: 
 

 Every year, the Indian Coast Guard’s 
“Operation Olivia”, initiated in the early 
1980s, helps protect Olive Ridley turtles as they 
congregate along the Odisha coast for breeding 
and nesting from November to December. 
 

 It also intercepts unlawful trawling 
activities. 

 Mandatory use of Turtle Excluder Devices 
(TEDs): 
 

 To reduce accidental killing in India, the Odisha 
government has made it mandatory for trawls 
to use Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs), a 
net specially designed with an exit cover which 
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allows the turtles to escape while retaining the 
catch. 

Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 

 It is a subordinate organization of the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
established in 1916. 

 It is a national centre for faunistic survey and 
exploration of the resources leading to the advancement 
of knowledge on the exceptionally rich faunal diversity 
of the country. 

 It has its headquarters at Kolkata and 16 regional 
stations located in different geographic locations of the 
country. 

 

Source:TH 
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Good Governance Index 2021 

GS Paper - 2 - Government Policies & Interventions , 
Inclusive Growth , Growth & Development 

 

Why in News 

On the occasion of the Good Governance 
Day (25th December), the government released 
the Good Governance Index 2021. 

 The index was prepared by the Department of 
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 
(DARPG), Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances 
and Pensions. 
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 Earlier this year, India was ranked 49th in 
the Chandler Good Government Index (CGGI). 

Key Points 

 About: 

o GGI is a comprehensive and implementable 
framework to assess the State of Governance across 
the States and UTs which enables ranking of 
States/Districts. 

o The objective of GGI is to create a tool that can be 
used uniformly across the States to assess the 
impact of various interventions taken up by the 
Central and State Governments including UTs. 

o Based on the GGI Framework, the Index provides 
a comparative picture among the States while 
developing a competitive spirit for improvement. 

o The GGI 2021 says that 20 States have improved 
their composite GGI scores over the GGI 2019 
index scores. 

o The GGI is envisaged as a biannual exercise. 

 Basis of the Ranking: 

o It is based on ten sectors and 58 indicators. The 
sectors are 

 Agriculture and Allied Sectors 

 Commerce & Industries 

 Human Resource Development 

 Public Health 

 Public Infrastructure & Utilities 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Economic Governance 

 Social Welfare & Development 

 Judicial & Public Security 

 Environment 

 Citizen-Centric Governance 

 Ranking of the States: The Index categorises States 
and UTs into four categories, i.e., 

o Other States – Group A: 

 Gujarat has topped the composite ranking in 
the Good Governance Index 2021 covering 10 
sectors, followed by Maharashtra and Goa. 

o Other States – Group B: 

 Madhya Pradesh tops the list followed by 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 

o North-East and Hill States: 

 Himachal Pradesh topped the list followed by 
Mizoram and Uttarakhand. 

o Union Territories: 

 Delhi tops the composite rank registering a 
14% increase over the GGI 2019 indicators. 

 Other Initiatives for Good Governance: 

o National e-Governance Plan 

o Right to Information Act, 2005 

o Digital India 

o MyGov 
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Source:PIB 

 

Factors Determining Institutional 
Delivery in India 

GS Paper - 2 - Issues Related to Women , Health , 
Government Policies & Interventions 
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Why in News 

Recently, a paper published in the peer-reviewed 
journal Global Health Action analysed 
the factors that act as a barrier in low coverage of 
institutional deliveries. 

 According to the study, poverty, education, 
and exposure to a community health 
worker are more important than age at 
marriage in determining whether a mother will be 
able to have a safe birth in a medical facility. 

 The research comes at a time when the government has 
proposed to raise the age of marriage for women 
to 21 years in order to reduce maternal deaths. 

Institutional Delivery 

 It means giving birth to a child in a medical institution 
under the overall supervision of trained and competent 
health personnel. 

 It also signifies an availability of amenities to handle the 
situation and save the life of the mother and child. 

Key Points 

 About: 

o Study: It is a first-of-its-kind study on utilisation of 
institutional delivery in the country. 

 The study is unique in its exploration of socio-
demographic factors as well as barriers in 
low coverage of institutional deliveries, 
which is a key intervention in averting the risk 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/raising-legal-age-of-marriage-for-women
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/raising-legal-age-of-marriage-for-women


                                DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 26 DECEMBER 2021          www.mymentor.com 

                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

of maternal mortality due to childbirth-related 
complications. 

o Data: The study analyses data on State-level 
maternal mortality ratio (2016 to 2018), as well 
as the National Family Health Survey- (NFHS) 
4 (2015-2016). 

o Focus of Study: It focuses on nine Low-
Performing States (LPS) with high burden of 
maternal mortality — Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

 These States constitute about half of the 
country’s population and contribute 62% 
of maternal deaths, 71% of infant 
deaths, 72% of under-five (years) 
deaths, and 61% of births in the country. 

 They also account for 12% of global maternal 
deaths. 

 India has a maternal mortality rate of 113 per 
100,000, and the rate remains “alarmingly high” 
in these nine States at 161 deaths per 100,000. 

 Findings of the Study (Socio-demographic 
factors):   

o Poverty is responsible for more than twice as 
much as age at marriage in determining whether a 
woman will seek institutional delivery. 

 In Assam, women from the richest wealth 
index were almost 14 times more likely to 
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deliver in a health institution than those from 
the poorest wealth index. 

 Similarly, the odds of delivering in a health 
facility among the richest women were about five 
to six-fold higher in states like Jharkhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Uttarakhand than the 
poorest women. 

o Education is 1.5 times more important than 
age at marriage. 

o Among other factors, interaction with a community 
health worker and awareness campaigns had a 
greater impact than age at marriage. 

 The influence of educational 
attainment appeared to be strongest in Assam 
and Chhattisgarh, where women with a higher 
level of education were about five times more 
likely to deliver in a health facility than women 
who had no education. 

o However, distance to the health facility and age 
at marriage had almost similar influences on 
institutional deliveries. 

 As far as barriers in accessing institutional 
deliveries were concerned, about 17% of women 
expressed distance or lack of 
transportation, and 16% cited costs, to be 
some of the challenges. 

o Other reasons were facility closures (10%), poor 
service or trust issues (6%). 

 Institutional Deliveries in India: 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o National Scenario: Over the past two decades, 
India has made progress in increasing the number of 
institutional deliveries. 

 Institutional births have increased substantially 
with over four-fifths of the women 
delivering in institutions in 19 States and 
UTs (NFHS-5). 

 Institutional delivery is over 90% in 14 out of 
the total 22 States and UTs. 

 According to the NFHS-4, institutional deliveries 
increased from 39% in 2005-06 to 79% in 2015-16. 

 Further, the institutional births in public 
institutions increased from 18% to 52% in the 
same time period. 

o Step Taken to Increase Institutional 
Deliveries: 

 Janani Suraksha Yojana: Janani Suraksha 
Yojana (JSY) is a 100% centrally sponsored 
scheme which is being implemented with the 
objective of reducing maternal and infant 
mortality by promoting institutional delivery 
among pregnant women. 

 Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva 
Abhiyan (PMSMA): It has been launched to 
focus on conducting special AnteNatal Check-
ups (ANC) checkup on 9th of every month with 
the help of Medical officers to detect and treat 
cases of anaemia. 
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 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana 
(PMMVY): It is a maternity benefit 
programme being implemented in all districts of 
the country with effect from 1st January, 2017. 

 LaQshya Programme: LaQshya (Labor 
room Quality Improvement 
Initiative) intended to improve the quality of 
care in the labor room and maternity operation 
theatres in public health facilities. 

 Poshan Abhiyaan: The goal of Poshan 
Abhiyaan is to achieve improvement in the 
nutritional status of Children (0-6 years) and 
Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers in a 
time-bound manner. 

Way Forward 

 The state-specific interventions should not only aim 
to increase the number of public health 
facilities but also to improve associated quality 
of care. 

o The inadequate clinical 
training and insufficient skilled human 
resources affected the quality of available 
maternity services resulting in low coverage of 
institutional deliveries. 

 The government should ensure adequate availability 
of medical staff, emergency medical 
services such as ambulances, vaccinations, maternity 
care,etc. to the urban as well as rural areas. 

Source: TH 
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Anti-Dumping Duty 

Government Policies & Interventions - Issues Relating to 
Development , GS Paper - 3 

 

Why in News 

As per Directorate General of Trade Remedies’ 
(DGTR) recommendations, India has imposed Anti-
Dumping Duties on five Chinese products, including 
certain aluminium goods and some chemicals, for five 
years. 
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 The DGTR has concluded that these products have been 
exported at a price below normal value in Indian 
markets, which has resulted in dumping, causing 
injury to domestic markets. 

 India's exports to China during the April-September 
2021 period were worth USD 12.26 billion while 
imports aggregated at USD 42.33 billion, 
leaving a Trade Deficit of USD 30.07 billion. 

Directorate General of Trade Remedies 

 It is the apex national authority under the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry for 
administering all trade remedial 
measures including anti-dumping, countervailing 
duties and safeguard measures. 

 It provides trade defence support to the domestic 
industry and exporters in dealing with increasing 
instances of trade remedy investigations instituted 
against them by other countries. 

Key Points 

 Dumping: 

o Dumping is said to occur when the goods are 
exported by a country to another country at a 
price lower than the price it normally 
charges in its own home market. 

o This is an unfair trade practice which can have 
a distortive effect on international trade. 

 Objective of Anti-Dumping Duty (ADD): 
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o Imposition of Anti-dumping duty is a measure to 
rectify the situation arising out of the 
dumping of goods and its trade distortive effect. 

 In the long-term, anti-dumping duties can 
reduce the international competition of 
domestic companies producing similar goods. 

o It is a protectionist tariff that a domestic 
government imposes on foreign imports that it 
believes are priced below fair market value. 

o The use of anti-dumping measures as an instrument 
of fair competition is permitted by the World 
Trade Organisation. 

 Different from Countervailing Duties: 

o ADD is a customs duty on imports providing a 
protection against the dumping of goods at prices 
substantially lower than the normal value 
whereas Countervailing duty is a customs duty 
on goods that have received government 
subsidies in the originating or exporting country. 

 WTO's Provisions Related to Anti-Dumping 
Duty: 

o Validity: An anti-dumping duty is valid for a 
period of five years from the date of imposition 
unless revoked earlier. 

o Sunset Review: It can be extended for a further 
period of five years through a sunset or expiry 
review investigation. 

 A Sunset review/ expiry review is an evaluation 
of the need for the continued existence of a 
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program or an agency. It allows for an 
assessment of the effectiveness and performance 
of the program or agency. 

 Such a review can be initiated suo moto or on 
the basis of a duly substantiated 
request received from or on behalf of the 
domestic industry. 

Source: TH 

 

Tariff Guidelines for the PPP Projects 
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Why in News 

The Ministry for Ports, Shipping & Waterways has 
announced the new Tariff Guidelines, 2021 for 
the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) projects in 
Major Ports. 

 The new guidelines have been released in consonance 
of Major Port Authority Act, 2021. 

Key Points 

 New Guidelines: 

o Existing Scenario: The PPP concessionaires at 
Major Ports were constrained to operate under 
the stipulations of guidelines (by Tariff 
Authority for Major Ports (TAMP)). 

 On the other hand, private operators/PPP 
concessionaires at non-major ports were 
free to charge tariffs as per market conditions. 

 Concessionaire can be a person or company that 
has the right to sell a product or to run a business 
in PPP projects. 

 TAMP stands abolished according to the Major 
Port Authority Act, 2021. 

o Transition to Market-linked Tariffs: Currently, 
major port's PPP concessionaires handle around 50% 
of the total traffic handled by all the major ports in 
India. 
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 The new guidelines allow the concessionaires 
at major ports to set tariffs as per market 
dynamics. 

 Significance of these Guidelines: 

o The biggest benefit of transition to market 
linked tariff is that a level playing field will be 
provided to the PPP concessionaires at Major Ports 
to compete with private ports. 

o This is a major reform initiative as the Government 
moves towards deregulation of tariffs for PPP 
Projects at Major Ports. 

o The guidelines will usher in a new era of market 
economy and make Major Ports more competitive. 

 Major Port Authority Act, 2021: 

o In February 2021, Parliament passed the Major 
Port Authorities Bill, 2020, which seeks to 
provide greater autonomy and flexibility to 
major ports in the country and professionalise their 
governance. 

o Objectives: 

 Decentralization: It has granted port authority 
the power to fix tariffs, which will serve as a 
reference tariff for purposes of bidding for PPP 
projects. 

 Trade and Commerce: To promote the 
expansion of port infrastructure and facilitate 
trade and commerce. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Decision Making: It imparts faster and 
transparent decision making benefiting the 
stakeholders and better project execution 
capability. 

 Reorienting Models: Reorienting the 
governance model in central ports to landlord 
port model in line with the successful global 
practice. 

 In the Landlord Port Model, ports own the land 
and basic infrastructure, with operations and 
management being leased out to private players. 

Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Projects 

 Public-private partnerships involve collaboration 
between a government agency and a private-
sector company that can be used to finance, build, 
and operate projects, such as public transportation 
networks, parks, and convention centers. 

o Financing a project through a public-private 
partnership can allow a project to be completed 
sooner or make it a possibility in the first place. 

 Different Models of PPP: Commonly adopted model 
of PPPs include Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT), 
Build-Own-Operate (BOO), Build-Operate-
Lease-Transfer (BOLT), Design-Build-Operate-
Transfer (DBFOT), Lease-Develop-Operate 
(LDO), Operate-Maintain-Transfer (OMT), etc. 

o These models are different on level of investment, 
ownership control, risk sharing, technical 
collaboration, duration, financing etc. 
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Major Ports in India 

 Legal Provisions: Major Ports are under the Union 
list of the Indian Constitution and are 
administered under the Indian Ports Act 1908 and 
the Major Port Trust Act, 1963. 

 Number of Major Ports: There are 12 major 
ports and 200 non-major ports (minor ports) in the 
country. 

o Major ports includes Deendayal (erstwhile Kandla), 
Mumbai, JNPT, Marmugao, New Mangalore, Cochin, 
Chennai, Kamarajar (earlier Ennore), V O 
Chidambaranar, Visakhapatnam, Paradip and 
Kolkata (including Haldia). 

 Major Ports vs Minor Ports: Ports in India are 
classified as Major and Minor Ports according to the 
jurisdiction of the Central and State government as 
defined under the Indian Ports Act, 1908. 

o The Major Ports are owned and managed by 
the Central Government. 

o The Minor ports are owned and managed by 
the State Governments. 

 Administration of Major Ports: Each major port is 
governed by a Board of Trustees appointed by the 
Government of India. 

o The Trusts operate on the basis of policy directives 
and orders from the Government of India. 

 PPP Projects in Ports: PPPs in the ports sector in 
India have been witnessed in the operations and 
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management of ports, and construction of deep water 
ports, container terminals, shipping yards and bulk 
ports. 

 

Source: PIB 

 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://pib.gov.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=229043

