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Mob Lynching 

GS Paper - 2 - Government Policies & Interventions , 
Indian Constitution , GS Paper - 1 

 

Why in News 

The former Punjab Chief Minister expressed concern over 
the recent incidents of lynching reported in Amritsar and 
Kapurthala. 

Key Points 

 About: 

o Mob lynching is a term used to describe the acts 
of targeted violence by a large group of 
people. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/government-policies-&-interventions
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/indian-constitution
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-1
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o The violence is tantamount to offences against 
human body or property- both public as well as 
private. 

o The mob believes that they are punishing the 
victim for doing something wrong (not 
necessarily illegal) and they take the law in their 
own hands to punish the purported accused 
without following any rules of law. 

 Causes for Mob Lynching: 

o Intolerance: 

 People are intolerant in accepting the acts of 
law and go on to punish the alleged person 
assuming the act to be immoral. 

o Biases: 

 Biases based on various identities like caste, 
class, religion, etc: mob lynching is a hate crime 
that is rising due to the biases or prejudices among 
various castes, classes of people, and religions. 

o Rise of Cow Vigilante: 

 It is one of the crucial reasons that agitate the 
growing rise in mob lynching activities. 

o Lack of Speedy Justice: 

 Inefficient working of justice rendering authorities 
is the primary reason why people take law into 
their own hands and have no fear of the 
consequences. 

o The Inefficiency of Police Administration: 
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 Police officers play an important role in protecting 
the life of the people and maintaining harmony 
among the people but due to their ineffective 
investigation procedure, this hate crime is rising 
day by day. 

 Types of Mob-lynching: Mob-Lynching based on the 
causes can be classified into five types. They are: 

o Communal based 

o Witchcraft 

o Honour killing 

o Bovine-related mob lynching 

o Suspicion of Child lifting 

o Theft cases 

 Related Issues: 

o Mob lynching is a violation of human 
dignity, Article 21 of the Constitution, and a 
gross infringement of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 

o Such incidents violate the Right to Equality and 
Prohibition of discrimination, which are 
enshrined in Articles 14 and 15 of the 
Constitution of India. 

o However, it is nowhere mentioned in the law of 
the land and is hence simply put as murder since it 
has not been yet incorporated under the Indian 
Penal Code. 

 Related Steps Taken: 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/slow-pace-of-criminal-justice-system-reforms#:~:text=The%20Indian%20Penal%20Code%20(IPC,of%20Lord%20Thomas%20Babington%20Macaulay.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/slow-pace-of-criminal-justice-system-reforms#:~:text=The%20Indian%20Penal%20Code%20(IPC,of%20Lord%20Thomas%20Babington%20Macaulay.
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o Preventive Measures: 

 In July 2017, the Supreme Court in the case 
of Tahseen s. Poonawala v. UOI had laid 
down several preventive, remedial and punitive 
measures to deal with lynching and mob violence. 

 The Supreme Court in this case aptly referred 
to mob lynching as a ‘horrendous act of 
mobocracy.’ 

o Designated Fast Track Courts: 

 States were directed to set up designated fast 
track courts in every district to exclusively 
deal with cases involving mob lynchings. 

o Special Task Force: 

 The court had also mooted the setting up of a 
special task force with the objective 
of procuring intelligence reports about the 
people involved in spreading hate speeches, 
provocative statements and fake news which could 
lead to mob lynchings. 

o Victim Compensation Schemes: 

 Directions were also issued to set up Victim 
compensation schemes for relief and 
rehabilitation of victims. 

 A year later in July 2019 the Supreme 
Court issued notices to the Centre and several 
states asking them to submit the steps taken by 
them towards implementing the measures and file 
compliance reports. 
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 As of now only three states Manipur, West 
Bengal and Rajasthan have enacted laws 
against mob lynching. 

 The Jharkhand Assembly has passed 
Prevention of Mob Violence and Mob Lynching 
Bill, 2021 recently. 

Way Forward 

 Lynchings are an abomination that must have no 
place in a democratic society, which India prides 
itself to be. 

 Lynchings are a uniquely unsettling derailment of 
governance — while an act of mob violence is itself a 
sign of failure of law enforcement, it is committed in an 
apparent consideration that there can be no legal 
recourse. 

 In a pathological subversion of principles, the 
police inaction in cases of mob violence is reciprocated 
by an apparent public sanction of extrajudicial 
punishments by the police. 

 All this bodes ill for the country. Mob violence indeed 
defames the country and there must be stringent 
intervention by the police to bring an end to this. 

 The political leadership also has a role to play in 
questioning the social consent that allows mob violence. 

Source: TH 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/sacrilege-bid-at-golden-temple-case-registered-against-dead-accused/article37990410.ece
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Minister for Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare  released the book ‘Spices 

Statistics at a Glance 2021. 

GS Paper - 3 - Cropping Patterns 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Minister for Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare has released the book ‘Spices Statistics at a 
Glance 2021. 

 The book highlights the growth achieved in 
the production of spices and increase in 
area during the last seven years from 2014-15 to 
2020-21 in the country. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/cropping-patterns
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Key Points 

 About Spices: 

o Spices are aromatic flavorings from seeds, 
fruits, bark, rhizomes, and other plant parts. 

o They are used to season and preserve food, and 
as medicines, dyes, and perfumes. 

o Spices have been highly valued as trade goods for 
thousands of years. 

 The word spice comes from the Latin species, 
which means merchandise, or wares. 

o The demand of spices has tremendously increased 
due to the recognition of spices as a health 
supplement especially during the pandemic 
period. 

 This can be clearly seen from the growing export of 
spices like turmeric, ginger, cumin, chilli etc. 

 Spices Production In India: 

o India is the world's largest producer, consumer 
and exporter of spices. 

o Due to the varying climates - from tropical to 
subtropical to temperate-almost all spices 
grow splendidly in India. 

o In reality almost all the states and union 
territories of India grow one or the other spices. 

o Under the act of Parliament, a total of 52 spices are 
brought under the purview of the Spices 
Board. 
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 Spices Board (Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry) is the flagship organization for the 
development and worldwide promotion of Indian 
spices. 

 It was established by the Spices Board Act, 
1986. 

o In India, there are some states which grow the spices 
that have very high value in both national and 
international markets. 

 The best example is Kashmiri saffron which is 
the world’s best saffron. 

 The Kashmir saffron has got Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag status. 

 Spices Trade: 

o The export of spices contributes 41% of the total 
export earnings from all horticulture crops in 
the country. 

o It ranks fourth among agricultural 
commodities, falling behind only the marine 
products, non basmati rice and basmati rice. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gi-tags-to-two-products
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gi-tags-to-two-products
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 Related Government Initiative: 

o Recently, the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) inaugurated the fifth 
session of the Codex Committee on Spices and 
Culinary Herbs (CCSCH) established 
under Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC). 

o About the Codex Committee on Spices and 
Culinary Herbs (CCSCH): 

 Establishment: It was formed in 2013. 

 Terms of Reference: 

 To elaborate worldwide standards for spices and 
culinary herbs in their dried and dehydrated 
state in whole, ground, and cracked or crushed 
form. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/food-safety-and-standards-authority-of-india-fssai
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/food-safety-and-standards-authority-of-india-fssai
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-food-price-index-fao
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1640261495_Spices_Sector_in_India_Drishti_IAS_English.png
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 To consult, as necessary, with other 
international organizations in the standards 
development process to avoid duplication. 

Source: PIB 

 

Minister of State for Education, 

released the Hindi translation of 

Tolkāppiyam 

GS Paper - 1 - Ancient Indian History 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Minister of State for Education, released 
the Hindi translation of Tolkāppiyam and the 
Kannada translations of 9 books of Classical Tamil 
literature. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1784194
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/ancient-indian-history
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 Tamil literature goes back to the Sangam Era, 
named after the assembly (sangam) of poets. 

Key Points 

 About: 
 

o Sangam Period: 
 

 The period roughly between the 3rd century B.C. 
and 3rd century A.D. in South India (the area 
lying to the south of river Krishna and 
Tungabhadra) is known as Sangam Period. 

 It has been named after the Sangam 
academies held during that period that 
flourished under the royal patronage of 
the Pandya kings of Madurai. 

 At the sangams, eminent scholars assembled and 
functioned as the board of censors and the 
choicest literature was rendered in the nature of 
anthologies. 

 These literary works were the earliest 
specimens of Dravidian literature. 

 South India, during the Sangam Age, was ruled by 
three dynasties-the Cheras, 
Cholas and Pandyas. 

o Three Sangams: 
 

 According to the Tamil legends, there were three 
Sangams (Academy of Tamil poets) held in the 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tungabhadra-dam
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tungabhadra-dam
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/sangam-age-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/sangam-age-1
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ancient South India popularly 
called Muchchangam. 
 

 The First Sangam, is believed to be held 
at Madurai, attended by gods and legendary 
sages. No literary work of this Sangam is 
available. 

 The Second Sangam was held 
at Kapadapuram, only Tolkappiyam survives 
from this. 

 The Third Sangam was also held at Madurai. 
A few of these Tamil literary works have 
survived and are a useful source to reconstruct 
the history of the Sangam period. 

 Sangam Literature: 
 

o The Sangam literature includes Tolkappiyam, 
Ettutogai, Pattuppattu, Pathinenkilkanakku, and two 
epics named – Silappathikaram and Manimegalai . 
 

 Tolkappiyam: It was authored by Tolkappiyar 
and is considered the earliest of Tamil literary 
work. 
 

 Though it is a work on Tamil grammar, it also 
provides insights on the political and socio-
economic conditions of the time. 

 It is a unique work on grammar and poetics, in 
its three parts of nine sections each, deals with 
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Ezhuttu(letter), Col (word) and Porul (subject 
matter). 

 Almost all levels of the human language from 
the spoken to the most poetic lie within the 
purview of Tolkappiyar’s analysis as he treats in 
exquisitely poetic and epigrammatic statements 
on phonology, morphology, syntax, rhetoric, 
prosody and poetics. 

 Ettutogai (Eight Anthologies): It consists of 
eight works – Aingurunooru, Narrinai, Aganaooru, 
Purananooru, Kuruntogai, Kalittogai, Paripadal 
and Padirruppatu. 

 Pattuppattu (Ten Idylls): It consists of ten 
works – Thirumurugarruppadai, 
Porunararruppadai, Sirupanarruppadai, 
Perumpanarruppadai, Mullaippattu, 
Nedunalvadai, Maduraikkanji, 
Kurinjippatttu,Pattinappalai and 
Malaipadukadam. 

 Pathinenkilkanakku: It contains eighteen 
works about ethics and morals. 
 

 The most important among these works 
is Tirukkural authored 
by Thiruvalluvar, the tamil great poet and 
philosopher. 

 Tamil Epics: The two 
epics Silappathikaram is written by Elango 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/thiruvalluvar-day
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Adigal and Manimegalai by Sittalai Sattanar. 
 

 They also provide valuable details about the 
Sangam society and polity. 

Source: PIB 

 

Surface-to-surface missile ‘Pralay’ 

GS Paper - 3 - Defence Technology 

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1784277
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/defence-technology


                      DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 24 DECEMBER 2021                    www.mymentor.com   

                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) has successfully conducted 
maiden flight test of a new indigenously developed 
surface-to-surface missile ‘Pralay’. 

 The missile was tested from the Dr A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha. 

Key Points 

 About: Pralay' is India's first conventional quasi-
ballistic missile and is an answer to any conventional 
missile attack from northern or western borders. 
 

o A quasi-ballistic missile has a low trajectory, and 
while it is largely ballistic, it can maneuver in 
flight. 

o The missile has been developed in a way that it is able 
to defeat the interceptor missiles and also has 
the ability to change its path after covering a 
certain range mid-air. 

o It is powered with a solid propellant rocket 
motor and many new technologies. 

o The missile guidance system includes state-of-the-
art navigation system and integrated avionics. 

 Background: It is a derivative of the Prahaar 
missile programme, which was first tested in 2011. 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/defence-research-and-development-organisation-drdo
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/defence-research-and-development-organisation-drdo
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o Prahaar is a surface-to-surface missile with a range 
of 150 km. 

o Primary objective is to bridge the gap between 
the unguided Pinaka multi-barrel rocket 
launcher and the guided Prithvi missile 
variants. 

 Range: The missile has a range of 150-500 kilometre 
and can be launched from a mobile launcher. 
 

o Pralay will be the longest-range surface-to-
surface missile in the inventory of the Army. 
 

 The Army also has the BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missile in its arsenal, with a stated range 
of 290-plus kilometres. 

 Significance: It will completely change the tactical 
battlefield dynamics and India will have two 
conventional missiles with long range. 
 

o The BrahMos will be a cruise option and this one 
will be the ballistic option. 

Ballistic Missile vs Cruise Missile 

Ballistic Missile Cruise Missile 

 Travel in projectile motion 
and trajectory depends on 

 Comparatively follows a 
straight trajectory of 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/brahmos-missile
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/brahmos-missile
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gravity, air resistance and 
Coriolis Force. 

motion. 

 Leave the earth’s 
atmosphere and re enter it. 

 The flight path is within the 
earth’s atmosphere. 

 Long-range missiles (300 
km to 12,000 km) 

 Short range missiles (range 
upto 1000 km) 

 E.g. Prithvi I, Prithvi II, 
Agni I, Agni II and Dhanush 
missiles. 

 E.g. BrahMos missiles 

Source: PIB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1784136
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Olive Ridley Turtles 

GS Paper - 3 - Conservation 

 

Why in News 

Researchers of the Zoological Survey of India 
(ZSI) are carrying out tagging of Olive Ridley turtles 
at three mass nesting sites – Gahirmatha, Devi River 
mouth and Rushikulya. 

 The exercise was undertaken in Odisha in 
January 2021 after a span of about 25 years and 1,556 
turtles had been tagged. 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/GS-paper-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/conservation
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Key Points 

 Tagging and its Significance: 
 

o The metal tags affixed to turtles are non-corrosive, 
which can be removed later and they do not harm 
their body. 

o The tags are uniquely numbered containing 
details such as the name of the organisation, 
country-code and email address. 

o If researchers in other countries come across the 
tagged turtles, they will email their location in 
longitude and latitude to researchers in India. There 
is an established network working on turtles. 

o It would help them identify the migration path 
and places visited by the marine reptiles after 
congregation and nesting. 

 Olive Ridley Turtles: 
 

o About: 
 

 The Olive ridley turtles are the smallest and 
most abundant of all sea turtles found in the 
world. 

 These turtles are carnivores and get their 
name from their olive colored carapace. 

 They are best known for their unique mass 
nesting called Arribada, where thousands of 
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females come together on the same beach to lay 
eggs. 

o Habitat: 
 

 They are found in warm waters of the 
Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. 

 The Odisha’s Gahirmatha Marine 
Sanctuary is known as the world’s largest 
rookery (colony of breeding animals) of sea 
turtles. 

 

o Protection Status: 
 

 Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Scheduled 1 

 IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

 CITES: Appendix I 

o Threats: 
 

 Marine pollution and waste. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/wild-life-protection-act-implementation-and-failure
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/iucn-red-list
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/cites
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1640333968_Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary_Drishti_IAS_English.png
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 Human Consumption: They are extensively 
poached for their meat, shell and leather, and eggs. 

 Plastic Garbage: An ever-increasing debris of 
plastics, fishing nets, discarded nets, polythene 
and other garbage dumped by tourists and fishing 
workers. 

 Fishing Trawlers: Overexploitation of marine 
resources by use of trawlers often violates the rule 
to not fish 20 kilometers within a marine 
sanctuary. 
 

 There were injury marks on many dead turtles 
indicating they could have been trapped under 
trawls or gill nets. 

o Initiatives to Protect Olive Ridley Turtles: 
 

 Operation Olivia: 
 

 Every year, the Indian Coast Guard’s 
“Operation Olivia”, initiated in the early 
1980s, helps protect Olive Ridley turtles as they 
congregate along the Odisha coast for breeding 
and nesting from November to December. 
 

 It also intercepts unlawful trawling 
activities. 

 Mandatory use of Turtle Excluder Devices 
(TEDs): 
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 To reduce accidental killing in India, the Odisha 
government has made it mandatory for trawls 
to use Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs), a 
net specially designed with an exit cover which 
allows the turtles to escape while retaining the 
catch. 

Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) 

 It is a subordinate organization of the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
established in 1916. 

 It is a national centre for faunistic survey and 
exploration of the resources leading to the advancement 
of knowledge on the exceptionally rich faunal diversity 
of the country. 

 It has its headquarters at Kolkata and 16 regional 
stations located in different geographic locations of the 
country. 

Source:TH 
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