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Ministry of Power released Market 

Based Economic Despatch (MBED) 

Phase 1 

GS Paper - 2 Government Policies & Interventions Issues 

Relating to Development GS Paper - 3 Mobilization of 

Resources 

Context  

Recently, the Ministry of Power released Framework for 
Implementation of Market Based Economic 
Despatch (MBED) Phase 1 to reduce consumers’ 
power purchase costs by 5%. 

Other related information 

 It is an important step in reforming electricity market 
operations and in moving towards the "One Nation, 
One Grid, One Frequency, One Price" 
framework. Its implementation is planned to 
start with effect from 1st April 2022. 

 Earlier, the government released cybersecurity 
guidelines for the power sector. 

 

What is it says 

o The power demand by all states is proposed to 
be met through a central pool allocating power 
at the optimal price. 
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 Currently, power distribution companies 
(discoms) have been sourcing power from 
available sources within the states, invariably 
ending with a higher energy cost. 

o MBED will ensure that the cheapest generating 
resources across the country are dispatched to meet 
the overall system demand. 

o It will thus be a win-win for both the 
distribution companies (discoms) and the 
generators and ultimately result in significant 
annual savings for the electricity consumers. 

o MBED aims to establish a uniform pricing 
framework that prioritizes the least cost and most 
efficient generators while backing down more 
expensive ones, thereby creating a national merit 
order. 

o This is in line with the draft National 
Electricity Policy (NEP) 2021, which aims to 
more than double the penetration of short-term 
power markets by 2023–2024. 

What is One Nation, One Grid, One Frequency: 
 

o India has a significant inter-regional power 
transmission capacity through its complex 
interconnected power grid that requires close 
coordination between grid operators and power 
project generators across coal, gas, hydro, nuclear 
and green energy sources run by the Centre, states, 
and the private sector. 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                     DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS OCTOBER 11 2021                             www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                7293010102 

o With significant investments over the last decade, 
the Indian power system has achieved larger 
inter-regional transfers of electricity and 
eliminated most constraints to realise its status as 
“One Nation, One Grid, One Frequency". 

o It is the state-owned Power System Operation 
Corp. Ltd (Posoco), which manages these complex 
functions through the National Load Despatch 
Centre (NLDC), Regional Load Despatch Centres 
(RLDCs) and State Load Despatch Centres (SLDCs). 
 

 The country has 33 SLDCs, five RLDCs (for the 
five regional grids that form the national grid) and 
one NLDC. 

o Despite this enablement, the existing electricity 
scheduling and despatch mechanisms in the 
country are siloed and the day-ahead procedures 
result in sub-optimal utilization of the 
country’s generating resources. 
 

 The day-ahead market is a financial market 
where market participants purchase and sell 
electric energy at financially binding day-ahead 
prices for the following day. 

Source: PIB 
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A clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment as a Universal Human 

Right. 

GS Paper - 2 - Important International Institutions - GS 
Paper - 3 - Conservation 
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Context  

Recently, the United Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) unanimously voted for recognising a clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment as a 
Universal Human Right. 

Other related information 

 If recognised by all, the right will be the first of its kind 
in more than 70 years since the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1948. 

 UDHR: The 30 rights and freedoms include civil 
and political rights, like the right to life, liberty, free 
speech and privacy and economic, social and cultural 
rights, like the right to social security, health and 
education, etc. 

 

Background: 
 

o The concept of human rights in general 
emerged after the Second World War (1939-
45), but the right to a healthy environment, as one of 
those human rights, was never a priority. 

o The right to a clean environment is rooted in 
the 1972 Stockholm Declaration, popularly 
called as the Magna Carta of human 
environment. 
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 It contained principles and recommendations for 
environmental policy. 

o ‘Caring for the Earth 1991’ and the ‘Earth 
Summit’ of 1992” also declared that human beings 
are entitled to a healthy and productive life in 
harmony with nature. 

What is it says 
 

o The human right to a healthy environment brings 
together the environmental dimensions of 
civil, cultural, economic, political, and social 
rights, and protects the core elements of the 
natural environment that enable a life of dignity. 

o The right to life (Article 21) has been used in a 
diversified manner in India. It includes, inter alia, 
the right to survive as a species, quality of life, 
the right to live with dignity and the right to 
livelihood. 
 

 Article 21 of the Indian Constitution 
states: 'No person shall be deprived of his life or 
personal liberty except according to procedures 
established by law.' 

o Further the Constitutional (forty-second 
Amendment) Act, 1976 incorporated two 
significant articles viz. Article 48-A and 51A 
(g) thereby making the Indian Constitution the first 
in the world conferring constitutional status to the 
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environment protection. 
 

 Article 48-A: The State shall endeavour to 
protect and improve the environment and to 
safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country. 

 Article 51A(g): It is a duty of every citizen to 
protect and preserve the environment. 

What are the Environment Protection Laws in 
India: 
 

o Wildlife (rotection) Act, 1972. 

o Water (prevention and control of pollution) 
Act, 1974. 

o The Forest (conservation) Act, 1989. 

o The Air (prevention and control of pollution) 
Act, 1981 

o The Environment (protection) Act, 1986. 

o The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 

 

What is Environmental Principles: 
 

o Inter-generational Equity: It states that every 
generation holds Earth in common, therefore its 
resources should be used judicially and for the 
common benefit of all. 
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o Polluter Pays Principle: It states that the polluter 
should bear the cost of damage caused by it to the 
natural environment. 

o Precautionary Principle: It states that even in the 
absence of scientific evidence, measures must be 
taken to anticipate and prevent the causes of 
environmental degradation. It is the social 
responsibility of the State to protect the public from 
any plausible risk. 

o Public trust Doctrine: It states that resources like 
water, air, sea and forest have a great importance to 
the general public that it would be unjustified to 
make it the subject of private ownership. It poses a 
duty on the State to protect such resources for the 
benefit of all and not to permit any commercial use of 
it. 

o Sustainable Development Principle: It states 
that the State should try to strike a balance between 
development and environment. 

United Nations Human Rights Council 

 About: 
 

o It is an inter-governmental body within 
the United Nations system responsible for 
strengthening the promotion and protection 
of human rights around the world. 

 Formation: 
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o The Council was created by the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) in 2006. It is 
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Members: 
 

o It is made up of 47 United Nations Member States 
which are elected by the UNGA. 
 

 India was elected in January 2019 for a 
period of three years. 

 Procedures and Mechanisms: 
 

o Universal Periodic Review: UPR serves to assess 
the human rights situations in all United Nations 
Member States. 

o UN Special Procedures: These are made up 
of special rapporteurs, special representatives, 
independent experts and working groups that 
monitor, examine, advise and publicly report on 
thematic issues or human rights situations in specific 
countries. 

 

Source:DTE 
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Global Multidimensional Poverty 

Index 2021 

GS Paper - 2 - GS Paper - 3  , Poverty - Growth & 
Development 

 

Context  

Recently, Global Multidimensional Poverty 
Index 2021 was released by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford 
Poverty & Human Development Initiative (OPHI). 

 The Index considers data from 109 countries and 5.9 
billion people. 

 

 Global Data: 
 

o 1.3 billion people are multidimensionally poor. 
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o About half (644 million) are children under age 18. 

o Nearly 85% live in Sub-Saharan Africa (556 
million) or South Asia (532 million). 

o More than 67% live in middle-income countries. 

 Periodic Reduction in Poverty: 
 

o Of the 80 countries and five billion people for which 
there is data over time, 70 reduced MPI in at 
least one period, with the fastest changes coming 
from Sierra Leone (2013-2017), followed 
by Togo (2013/2014-2017). 

 Absolute Reduction in Poverty: 
 

o Some countries saw the fastest absolute 
reductions in their poorest regions-helping to fulfil 
their pledge to leave no one behind. 

 These areas include North Central in 
Liberia (2013–2019/2020) and Province 2 in 
Nepal (2016–2019). 

 Poverty Across Ethnic and Racial groups: 
 

o In some cases, disparities in multidimensional 
poverty across ethnic and racial groups are 
greater than disparities across geographical 
subnational regions. 

o Within a country, multidimensional poverty 
among different ethnic groups can vary 
immensely. 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                     DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS OCTOBER 11 2021                             www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                7293010102 

o Therefore different policy actions are needed to 
reduce multidimensional poverty. 

 Education: 
 

o Worldwide about two-thirds of multidimensionally 
poor people (836 million) live in households 
where no woman or girl completed at least six 
years of schooling. 
 

 227 million live in India. 

o One-sixth of all multidimensionally poor people (215 
million) live in households in which at least one boy 
or man has completed six or more years of schooling 
but no girl or woman has. 

o The report also finds that women and girls living 
in multidimensional poverty are at higher 
risk of intimate partner violence. 

 Living Standard: 
 

o 1 billion are exposed to solid cooking fuels, another 
billion live with inadequate sanitation and 
another billion have substandard housing. 

o 788 million live in a household with at least 
one undernourished person. 

o 568 million lack improved drinking water within a 
30-minute round trip walk. 

 Effect of Covid: 
 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o The Covid-19 pandemic has eroded 
development progress around the world, and 
we are still grappling to understand its full impacts. 

o It has exposed the weaknesses in social 
protections systems, education, and workers’ 
vulnerability around the world. 
 

 These weaknesses are deepest in countries 
with higher levels of multidimensional 
poverty. 

 Indian Scenario: 
 

o As castes and tribes are a more prevalent line 
of social stratification in India, this index 
presents the incidence and intensity of 
multidimensional poverty among castes and tribes 
and among individuals who are not members of any 
caste or tribe. 

o In India five out of six multidimensionally 
poor people are from lower tribes or castes. 
 

 9.4% of the Scheduled Tribe group lives in 
multidimensional poverty 

 33.3% of the Scheduled Caste group lives in 
multidimensional poverty. 

 27.2% of the Other Backward Class group lives 
in multidimensional poverty. 

o In India close to 12% of the population live 
in female-headed households. 
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Multidimensional Poverty Index 

 The Multidimensional Poverty Index was launched by 
the UNDP and the OPHI in 2010. 

 MPI is based on the idea that poverty is not 
unidimensional (not just depends on income and 
one individual may lack several basic needs like 
education, health etc.), rather it is 
multidimensional. 

 The index shows the proportion of poor people and 
the average number of deprivations each poor 
person experiences at the same time. 

 MPI uses three dimensions and ten indicators which 
are: 
 

o Education: Years of schooling and child enrollment 
(1/6 weightage each, total 2/6); 

o Health: Child mortality and nutrition (1/6 
weightage each, total 2/6); 

o Standard of living: Electricity, flooring, drinking 
water, sanitation, cooking fuel and assets (1/18 
weightage each, total 2/6). 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 A person is multidimensionally poor if she/he is 
deprived in one third or more (means 33% or more) of 
the weighted indicators (out of the ten indicators). 
Those who are deprived in one half or more of the 
weighted indicators are considered living in extreme 
multidimensional poverty. 

 MPI is significant as it recognizes poverty from different 
dimensions compared to the conventional methodology 
that measures poverty only from the income or 
monetary terms. 

 

Source:UNDP 
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Carbon Policy for Agriculture 

 
 

What is the issue? 

Although the share of agriculture in India’s total emissions 
has gradually declined, it has increased in absolute terms 
to a level similar to China’s in absolute terms emissions. 

 What is India’s status with respect to emissions? 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 As per the World Air Quality Report 2020, 22 of 
the 30 most polluted cities in the world are in India 
and Delhi is the world’s most polluted capital. 

 According to the Global Carbon Atlas, India ranks 
third in total greenhouse gas emissions by emitting 
annually around 2.6 billion tonnes (Bt) CO2eq. 

 India’s per capita emission is just 1.8 tonnes, 
significantly lower than the world average of 4.4 
tonnes per capita. 

 India ranked seventh on the list of countries most 
affected due to extreme weather events, incurring 
losses of $69 billion (in PPP) in 2019 
(Germanwatch, 2021). 

 In India, energy sector contributes highest emission 
(44 %), followed by manufacturing and construction 
sector (18 %), agriculture, forestry and land use 
sectors (14 %), with remaining being shared by 
transport, industrial processes and waste sectors. 

 Share of agriculture in total emissions has gradually 
declined from 28% (1994) to 14% (2016). 

 But in absolute terms, emissions from agriculture 
have increased to about 650 Mt CO2 in 2018, which is 
similar to China’s emissions from agriculture. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Agricultural emissions in India are primarily 
from livestock sector (54.6 %), use of nitrogenous 
fertilisers (19 %), rice cultivation (17.5 %), livestock 
management (6.9 %) and burning of crop residues 
(2.1 %). 

What is the need for a carbon policy for 
agriculture? 

 A carbon policy for agriculture is needed not only to 
reduce its emissions but also to reward farmers 
through globally tradable carbon credits. 

 With the world’s largest livestock population (537 
million), India needs better feeding practices with 
smaller numbers of cattle by raising their 
productivity. 

 Direct seeded rice and alternative wet and dry 
practices can reduce the carbon footprint in rice fields 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Switching areas from rice to maize or other less water-
guzzling crops can reduce the emissions from 
agriculture. 

 Opening up corn for ethanol can help not only reduce 
our huge dependence on crude oil imports but also 
reduce the carbon footprint. 

 Agricultural soils are the largest single source of N2O 
emissions in India where fertigation and soluble 
fertilisers can promote fertiliser use efficiency. 

  

Source: The Indian Express 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                     DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS OCTOBER 11 2021                             www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                7293010102 

Labour Bureau’s All-India Quarterly 

Establishment-based Employment 

Survey 

 

What is the issue? 

The Labour Bureau’s All-India Quarterly Establishment-
based Employment Survey (QES) for the first quarter of 
2021 (April to June) throws up some perplexing numbers 
raising suspicions on reliability. 

What is the survey about? 

 The objective of the QES is to enable the government 
to frame a “sound national policy on employment”. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 It covers establishments employing 10 or more 
workers in the organised segment in 9 sectors - 
manufacturing, construction, trade, transport, 
education, health, accommodation and restaurants, 
IT/BPO, and financial services. 

 These sectors account for 85% of the total 
employment in establishments employing 10 or more 
workers as per Sixth Economic Census which serves 
as the basis of QES survey. 

 The QES has reported a simple growth rate of 29% in 
employment in FQ2021 over 2013-14. 

What are the other surveys regarding 
employment? 

 While the QES provides a demand side picture, 
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) gives the supply 
side picture of the labour market. 

 The release of the PLFS results in 2019 showed the 
highest-ever unemployment rate of 6.1%. 

 CMIE data has been projecting a distressed labour 
market scenario especially during the pandemic. 

PLFS is released by National Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO) under MoSPI to generate estimates of various 
labour force indicators. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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What cautions were raised from QES data? 

 Limited coverage - establishments with ten or more 
workers account for a mere 1.66% as per the Sixth 
Economic Census. 

 Also, a disproportionately 81.3% of workers are in 
unorganised sector as per the PLFS data. 

 Employment growth despite economic 
slowdown - The QES provides very broad 
employment figures — 3 .8 crores approximately in 
FQ-2021. 

 But CMIE data revealed a discouraging picture in 
April where salaried class shed around 3.4. million 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                     DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS OCTOBER 11 2021                             www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                7293010102 

jobs compared to March 2021 and the urban 
unemployment rate was as high as 9.78%. 

 The real national income growth rates also declined 
from 2017-18 onwards. 

 Credibility of statistics – QES reports that 87.5% 
of the estimated workers were regular workers and 
just about 2.1% were casual workers. 

 Also it mentions that 66-86% of estimated employees 
received full wages in contrary to other reports 
including those by the Central government. 

 Overlaps between the registrations – AES says 
that contract workers accounted for overall 7.8% . 

 But Annual Survey of Industries for 2017-18 mentions 
that 36.37% of the total workers are employed in the 
organised factory sector. 

 Methodological shortcomings - An outdated 
sample frame, non-comparability of employment 
numbers from EC-2013 with QES and differences in 
methods used for gathering information adds to 
unreliability. 

What can be inferred from the survey? 

 It would have been more prudent to await the release 
of a newly updated frame in the EC-2020 and then 
canvass for the QES. 

 F12021 QES must be considered as a starting point of 
the new data set rather than as a continuum of the 
Sixth EC. 

 The Labour Bureau could have put a high-frequency 
labour market information base like most advanced 
economies. 
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What is Economic Census 

 Economic Census is the complete count of all 
establishment located within the geographical 
boundary of India. 

 It is conducted by the Union Ministry of Statistics 
and Program Implementation (MoSPI). 

 The first Economic Census was undertaken in 1977. 
 The last one was Seventh Economic Census, 

conducted in 2019 by MoSPI partnering with CSC e-
Governance Services India Limited, a Special Purpose 
Vehicle under Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology. 

 

Source: The Hindu 
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