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China opens its 1st sea-road-rail 

transport link to Indian Ocean 

 
             Paper 2  International Relations | : Effect Of Policies & Politics Of World On India'S Interests 

 

 

Why in News? 

The test cargo via the China-Myanmar New 

Passage (Yangon-Lincang-Chengdu) sea-

road-rail intermodal transport arrived at 

Chengdu International Railway Port (China) for 

the first time. 
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About New Passage 

 The first shipments on a newly-launched railway 

line from the Myanmar border to the key 

commercial hub of Chengdu in western 

China, that provides China a new road-rail 

transportation channel to the Indian Ocean, were 

delivered last week. 

 The transport corridor involves a sea-road-rail 

link. 

 The new railway line that runs from the border 

town of Lincang to Chengdu 

(western China’s biggest commercial hub in 

Sichuan Province), a key trade hub in western 

China, completes the corridor. 

 This passage connects the logistics lines of 

Singapore, Myanmar and China, and is 

currently the most convenient land and sea 

channel linking the Indian Ocean with southwest 

China. 

 The route is “the first to link western China 

with the Indian Ocean”. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 The goods were shipped: 

o From Singapore to Yangon Port 
in Myanmar. 

o Entered by road transport in Lincang, 
southwest China's Yunnan Province. 

o Transported to Chengdu directly 
through railway. 

 The passage connects logistics lines of 
Singapore, Myanmar and China. 

 It is currently the most convenient 
land and sea channel linking Indian 
Ocean with southwest China. 

 The transportation distance is greatly 
shortened, with one-way journey saving 20 
to 22 days. 

 It will be a new channel for China to enter 
Atlantic Ocean via Indian Ocean and to 
directly carry out international trade and 
logistics. 

 

Source: The Hindu 
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United Nations Security Council 

adopted the UNSC Resolution 2593. 

 

                     Part ll :International Relation 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                                                                                                                                   www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                   7293010102 

Why in News 

India-led United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) adopted a Resolution 

2593 on Taliban. 

 

About resolution 2593? 

 It was put forward by US, UK, and France 
and adopted after 13 council members 
voted in favour 

 The resolution demands that Afghan 
territory should not be used to 
threaten/attack any country or to shelter/ 
train terrorists or plan/finance terrorist acts 

 It specifically mentions individuals and 
entities designated by UNSC Resolution 
1267, i.e., Lashker-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) 

 The permanent members  Russia and 
China abstained from voting (not veto), 
while the rest of the 13 members voted in 
favour. 

 significance of the resolution? 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Strong signal from the UNSC and the 
international community on its expectations 
in respect of Afghanistan 

 Called on the Taliban to keep its 
commitments on preventing terror groups in 
Afghanistan 

 Urged Taliban to assist the safe 
evacuations of Afghan nationals wishing 
to leave the country 

 Addressed the concerns of anti- Indian 
terror outfits like LeT and JeM 

 Recent developments of India’s 
engagement with Taliban? 

 Ministry of External Affairs announced that 
its Ambassador to Qatar met with the head 
of the Taliban’s political office 

 Discussions were on safety, security and 
early return of Indian nationals stranded in 
Afghanistan 

 Also focused on Afghan nationals, 
especially minorities 

 Demanded that Afghanistan’s soil should 
not be used for anti-Indian activities and 
terrorism in any manner 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Taliban leader assured that all the issues 
would be positively addressed 

 India’s future  action? 

 Concerns about the Haqqani group, which 
is a part of the Taliban who attacked the 
Indian Embassy in 2008-2009 

 Being in touch with “various stakeholders” in 
Afghanistan and meeting with Taliban 
representatives 

  “Wait and watch” the Taliban’s actions with 
regard to human rights, treatment of women 
and minorities, attitude towards terror 
groups, etc. 

 

Way Forward 

 India is expected to chair the 1988 Sanctions 
committee that looks at Taliban sanctions 
next and participate in the decision to extend 
the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA), where it will also 
have to balance competing demands from 
the US, the UK and France bloc 
against Russia and China. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 India’s Afghan policy is at a major 
crossroads; to safeguard its assets there as 
well as to stay relevant in the unfolding ‘great 
game’ in and around Afghanistan, India must 
reset its Afghanistan policy accordingly. 

 

  

Source : The Hindu, Livemint 
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Operation Devi Shakti 

                    Paper ll:International Relation 

 

 What is  operation Devi Shakti 

Operation Devi Shakti  was an operation of 

the Indian Armed Forces to 

evacuate Indian citizens and foreign nationals 

from Afghanistan after the collapse of 

the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the fall 

of Kabul, the capital city, to the Taliban. 

Evacuations process 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Up till now, around 400 individuals from Kabul have 
been evacuated that covered Indian citizens as well 
as Afghan nationals including Sikhs and Hindus of 
Afghanistan. 

 Hundreds of Indian nationals have to be taken out 
of Kabul which is now under the Taliban’s control. 

 India is airlifting its citizens through Dushanbe in 
Tajikistan and Qatar. 

 The Indian Air Force has already evacuated around 
many passengers including its Ambassador to 
Afghanistan and all other diplomats. 

Key points 

 External affairs minister S Jaishankar called 
the evacuation process as ‘Operation Devi 
Shakti’ while saluting the efforts of Indian Air 
Force and Air India. 

 This announcement was made after 78 
people, including 25 Indian nationals, were 
brought to India from Dushanbe (Tajikistan) 
in a special Air India flight. They were 
brought out of Taliban-controlled Kabul to 
Dushanbe in aircraft of Indian Air Force 
(IAF). 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Apart from them, three copies (swaroop) of 
the Guru Granth Sahib were also brought 
back. 

 On August 23, India evacuated 75 Sikhs 
from Afghanistan. 

 

Background 

 The Taliban and its allied militant groups 
started a widespread offensive on May 
1, 2021, after the withdrawal of most 
U.S. troops from Afghanistan.  

 Taliban took over the country after 
capital city of Kabul fell to Taliban 
resulting into collapse of Afghan 
government. 

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

 It is an unrecognized Islamic state that was 
first established in September 1996 by the 
Taliban.  

 Taliban is a Deobandi Islamist militant 
organization that started its governance of 
Afghanistan after fall of Kabul in 1996 and 
stayed in power until 2001. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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  In 2001, it was toppled by United States-led 
military coalition. The Taliban has again 
returned to power and re-established the 
Islamic Emirate in 2021 and has since had 
de facto control over most of the 
Afghanistan. 

 

Earlier Evacuation Operations of India: 

1. Operation Raahat: It was launched by the 

Indian Armed Forces, to evacuate Indian citizens 

and foreign nationals of 41 countries from 

Yemen during the 2015 Yemen Crisis.  

2. Operation Maitri: It was a rescue and relief 

operation in Nepal carried out by the 

government of India and Indian armed forces in 

the aftermath of the 2015 Nepal earthquake.  

3. Operation Safe Homecoming: It was an 

operation launched by the Indian government 

in 2011 to evacuate its citizens, fleeing from the 

Libyan Civil War. 

4. Operation Sukoon: It was an operation carried 

out by the Indian Navy to evacuate Indian, Sri 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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Lankan and Nepalese nationals from the conflict 

zone during the 2006 Lebanon War.  

 

Source: Indian Express 

 

 

 

West Nile Virus outbreak in Russia 
 

Paper lll  Science  & Tech  
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Why in news? 

Russia warned of a possible increase in West 

Nile virus infections this autumn as mild 

temperatures and heavy precipitation create 

favorable conditions for the mosquitos that 

carry it. 

West Nile virus 

 West Nile Virus (WNV) is a member of the 

flavivirus genus and belongs to the Japanese 

encephalitis antigenic complex of the family 

Flaviviridae. 

 West Nile Virus (WNV) can cause neurological 

disease and death in people. WNV is commonly 

found in Africa, Europe, the Middle East, North 

America and West Asia. 

 WNV is maintained in nature in a cycle 

involving transmission between birds and 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                                                                                                                                   www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                   7293010102 

mosquitoes. Humans, horses and other mammals 

can be infected. 

 

  

Origin of the virus 

 

o WNV was first isolated in a woman in the West 

Nile district of Uganda in 1937. 

o It was identified in birds in the Nile delta 

region in 1953. Before 1997, WNV was not 

considered pathogenic for birds. 

o Human infections attributable to WNV have 

been reported in many countries for over 50 

years. 

  

Transmission process 

 

o WNV is an infectious disease spread by 

infected mosquitoes. It spreads from birds to 

humans with the bite of an infected Culex 

mosquito. It can lead to a fatal neurological 

disease in humans. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o The virus causes West Nile fever in around 

20% of cases, according to the World Health 

Organization (WHO). It is related to 

the Zika, Dengue and Yellow Fever Viruses. 

Majour Symptoms: 

 

o Those infected usually have no symptoms or 

mild symptoms. 

o The symptoms include a fever, headache, body 

aches, skin rash, and swollen lymph glands. 

They can last a few days to several weeks, and 

usually go away on their own. 

o If West Nile virus enters the brain, it can be 

life-threatening. It may cause inflammation of 

the brain, called 

encephalitis, or inflammation of the tissue 

that surrounds the brain and spinal cord, 

called meningitis. 

 

Treatment of WNV disease 

 

o There are no specific vaccines or 

treatments for human WNV disease. 
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o The best way to avoid WNV is to prevent 

mosquito bites. 

o Treatment is supportive for patients with neuro-

invasive West Nile virus, often involving 

hospitalization, intravenous fluids, respiratory 

support, and prevention of secondary infections. 

Source:Indian Express 
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The Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation introduced New  
Mumbai Climate Action Plan 

(MCAP) 

Paper lll : Disaster Management 

 

 

Why in News 

Amid warnings of climate change leading to 

extreme weather events in the city, the civic body 

has started preparing the Mumbai Climate Action 

Plan (MCAP).  

http://www.mymentor.com/
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Define MCAP 

 

 It is a comprehensive roadmap outlining 
specific activities to reduce emissions and 
meet the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

 It was drafted with the technical support 
from World Resources Institute India (WRI 
India). 

 

Need for a climate plan 

 Recent IPCC report predicts that Mumbai 
will face sea rise of 0.1m to 0.3m in next 
three decades. 

 By 2050, Mumbai will see a 25% increase in 
the intensity of flash floods. 

 This will affect 2-3 million people living 
within 1 km from the coastline. 

 The plan also comes as part of the C40 
compliance process, as Mumbai joined C40 
Cities group in December 2020. 

 Mumbai’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emission 
was 34.3 million tonnes in 2019. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Of this, 71% came from the energy sector 
which is mainly based on coal. 

 24% is from transport, and the 5% is from 
solid waste management. 

How to tackle the climate change 

 To minimise the impact of climate change, the 

MCAP will focus on reduction of greenhouse gas 

emission by sectors, and consumption patterns, for 

the near term (2030), medium term (2040) and 

long-term (2050). 

 

Steps of climate resilient Mumbai  

 

o Vulnerability assessment 

o Increasing community resilience capacities in 

vulnerable neighborhoods 

o Building climate resilient infrastructure  

o Nurturing robust natural systems 

 

Source : Indian Express 
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