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Indian economy grew at a record 

pace of 20.1% in April-June 2021 

Part lll: Indian Economy 

 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the National Statistical Office data 
has revealed that the Indian economy grew at 
a record pace of 20.1% in April-June 
2021, as compared to the corresponding period 
last year.Last year, Gross domestic product 
(GDP) contracted 24.4% in the same 
period, when the national lockdown due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic had nearly halted all 
economic activities. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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Indian Economic Recovery: 

 

o The first quarter’s high growth rate, has 
come despite a brutal second wave of the 
pandemic which peaked in April-May 2021. 

o The sharp increases were largely due to the 
low base (-24.4%) of the first quarter of 
2020-21. 

o This growth reaffirms the government’s 
prediction of an imminent V-shaped 
recovery made last year. 

o However, despite phenomenal economic 
recovery, the GDP in the first quarter is still 
9.2% lower than the GDP in the same 
period during the pre-Covid year 2019-20. 

o Amongst sectors, manufacturing and 
construction imparted a significant push 
to the economy in April-June, growing 
49.63% and 68.3% respectively, over April-
June 2020. 
 

 However, the services sector continued 
to lag. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o Sectors including ‘agriculture, forestry and 
fishing’ and ‘electricity, gas, water supply and 
other utility services’ are above the levels of 
the pre-Covid year of 2019-20. 

               Source:Indian Express 

International Labour 

Organization report 

Paper lll: Government policies and 

interventions 
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What is ILO Report 

 The report highlighted that the pandemic 
response was uneven and insufficient. 
Thereby, Covid-19 has further underscored 
the critical importance of achieving universal 
social protection. 

 ILO is a specialized agency of the United 
Nations. It is the only tripartite UN agency. It 
brings together governments, employers and 
workers of 187 member States, to set labour 
standards, develop policies and devise 
programmes promoting decent work for all 
women and men. 

  

 

Key findings of the Report 

  

o Global Population with Social 
Protection: In 2020, only 46.9% of the 
global population benefitted from at 
least one protection under the ambit of 
social security. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o Challenges Put Forward by Covid-19 
Pandemic: Pervasive challenges such as 
high levels of economic insecurity, 
persistent poverty, rising inequality, 
extensive informality and a fragile social 
contract have been exacerbated by Covid-
19. 

o Persisting Inequalities: There are 
significant regional inequalities in social 
protection, with Europe and Central Asia 
having the highest rates of coverage - 
84% of people are covered by at least one 
benefit. 
 

 The Americas are also above the global 
average, with 64.3%, while Asia and the 
Pacific (44%), the Arab States (40%), 
and Africa (17.4%) have marked 
coverage gaps. 

o Disparity in Social Security 
Expenditure: Countries spend on average 
12.9% of their GDP on social protection 
(excluding health), but this figure masks 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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staggering variations. 
 

 High-income countries spend on average 
16.4%, upper-middle-income countries 
8%, lower-middle income countries 2.5%, 
and low-income countries 1.1%. 

o Limited Protection to Women, Children 
And Disabled Peoples: Globally, the vast 
majority of children still have no effective 
social protection coverage – only one in 
four children (26.4%) receives a social 
protection benefit. 
 

 Just 45% of women with newborns 
receive a cash maternity benefit. 

 Only one in three people with severe 
disabilities (33.5%) worldwide receive a 
disability benefit. 

o Limited Unemployment Protection: A 
mere 18.6% of unemployed workers 
worldwide have effective coverage for 
unemployment and thus actually receive 
unemployment benefits. 
 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 This remains the least developed branch 
of social protection. 

o Barriers to Accessing 
Healthcare: Significant progress has been 
made in increasing population coverage. 
However, barriers to accessing healthcare 
remain in the form of: 
 

 Out-of-pocket payments on health 
services, Physical distance, Quality and 
acceptability of health services, Long 
waiting times, Opportunity costs such as 
lost working time, etc. 

 

Source: The Hindu 
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Ministry for Women and Child 

Development inaugurated Poshan 2.0 

Paper ll:Welfare Scheme 

 

 

Why in news 

Recently, the Ministry for Women and Child 
Development inaugurated Poshan 2.0 and 
urged all Aspirational Districts to establish 
a Poshan Vatika (nutrition garden) during the 
Nutrition Month (Poshan Mah) from 
1st September.A month-long celebration of 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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the POSHAN Abhiyan mission places special 
attention on Severe Acute 
Malnourished (SAM) children. 

 

Define POSHAN Abhiyan 

 

o It is an umbrella scheme covering 
the Integrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS) (Anganwadi Services, 
Poshan Abhiyan, Scheme For Adolescent 
Girls, National Creche Scheme). 

o It was announced in Union Budget 2021-
22 by merging supplementary nutrition 
programmes and the POSHAN 
Abhiyaan. 

o It was launched to strengthen nutritional 
content, delivery, outreach and outcome, 
with renewed focus on developing 
practices that nurture health, wellness 
and immunity to disease and 
malnutrition in the country. 

 

  

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 What is Poshan Maah: 
 

o Month of September is celebrated as 
POSHAN Maah since 2018 to improve 
nutritional outcomes for children, 
adolescent girls, pregnant women, 
and lactating mothers. 

o It includes a month-long activities 
focussed on antenatal care, optimal 
breastfeeding, Anaemia, growth 
monitoring, girls education, diet, right 
age of marriage, hygiene and 
sanitation and eating healthy (Food 
Fortification). 

o The activities focus on Social and 
Behavioural Change 
Communication (SBCC) and are 
based on Jan Andolan Guidelines. 
 

 SBCC is the strategic use of 
communication approaches to 
promote changes in knowledge, 
attitudes, norms, beliefs and 
behaviours. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 What is Poshan Vatika: 
 

o It’s main objective is to ensure supply 
of nutrition through organically 
home grown vegetables and fruits 
simultaneously ensuring that the soil 
must also remain healthy. 

o Plantation drives for Poshan Vatikas 
would be taken up by all the 
stakeholders in the space available at 
anganwadis, school premises and 
gram panchayats. 

Source:Indian Express 
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Directorate of Handicrafts and 

Handloom, Kashmir has announced 

aMSP for  Pashmina shawls 

Paper l,paper lll:Intellectual property rights 

 

 What is Pashmina Shawls: 
 

o Shawls are produced by two techniques, 
loom woven or kani shawls and the needle 
embroidered or sozni shawls. 

o The basic fabric is of the three types - 
Shah Tush, Pashmina and Raffal. 

o Shah Tush (King of wool) passes through 
a ring and is also known as Ring shawl. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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It comes from a rare Tibetan 
antelope living at a height of over 14000 ft 
in the wilds of the Himalayas. 

o Pashmina is known world over as 
cashmere wool, it comes from a special 
goat (Capra hircus) living at an altitude of 
12000 to 14000 ft. 

o Raffal is spun out of merino wool 
tops and is a popular type of shawl. 

  

Geographical Indication (GI) Certification: 
 

 GI is an indication used to identify 
goods having special characteristics 
originating from a definite 
geographical territory. 
 

 It is used for agricultural, natural and 
manufactured goods. 

 The Geographical Indications of 
Goods (Registration and Protection) 
Act, 1999 seeks to provide for the 
registration and better protection of 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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geographical indications relating to goods 
in India. 

 It is also a part of the World Trade 
Organisation’s Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

o Administered By: 
 

 The Controller General of Patents, 
Designs and TradeMarks- who is the 
Registrar of Geographical Indications. 
 

 The Geographical Indications Registry 
is located at Chennai. 

o Validity of Registration: 
 

 The registration of a geographical 
indication is valid for a period of 10 
years. 

 It can be renewed from time to time for 
a further period of 10 years each. 

Source:The Hindu 
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Indian and Algerian navies 

participated in a maiden naval 

exercise off the Algerian coast 

 

 

 The naval exercise with Algeria is crucial for 
India as it is strategically located in the 
Maghreb region (region of North Africa 
bordering the Mediterranean Sea) and is the 
largest country of Africa. 

 About: 

 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Tabar took 
part in a Maritime Partnership Exercise 
with Algerian Navy ship 'Ezzadjer'. 

 INS Tabar, is a Talwar-
class Stealth Frigate built for the 
Indian Navy in Russia. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 India has been focussing on boosting 
defence and security ties with 
various African Nations in the last few 
years. 

 India and Africa – Maritime Security: 

 Integrated Maritime Strategy 2050 of 
the African Union: 

 It consists of the overarching, 
concerted and coherent long-
term multilayered plans of 
actions that will achieve the 
objectives of the AU (African 
Union) to enhance maritime 
viability for a prosperous Africa. 

 Maritime Domain Awareness: 

 To monitor the activities in 
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), 
Maritime Domain Awareness, a 
robust information sharing 
mechanism has been set up by 
India, and efforts have been made 
to encourage African participation 
in various multilateral 
frameworks in the IOR. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Indian Ocean Rim Association: 

 It is an Indian-led initiative that 
seeks to build and expand 
understanding and mutually 
beneficial cooperation through a 
consensus-based, evolutionary 
and non-intrusive approach. 

 Maritime Security Infrastructure: 

 India has been gradually 
increasing its engagements with 
the navies in the African 
continent through frequent 
naval deployments and port 
visits. Also inclusive regional 
maritime security 
infrastructure has been set up 
which are strategically 
located and there are constant 
interactions at the operational 
level. 

Source: PIB 
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