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FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARD AUTHORITY 

OF INDIA 

Paper  - 2 Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-

judicial bodies. 

 

 

Why in news?  

 FSSAI orders e-commerce sites to de-list almond, 

soy, oats, other alternatives from dairy products 

category.  

 What is FSSAI?  

1)Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) is an autonomous statutory body 
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established under the Food Safety and Standards 

Act, 2006 (FSS Act).  

2)It comes under the Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare, Government of India. 

What are the main functions of FSSAI?  

1) It is responsible for proper monitoring of food 

hygiene and quality in India.  

2) Setting Rules and Guidelines : FSSAI sets up 

rules and guidelines which need to be followed 

by all food manufacturing companies for 

hygiene and food safety.  

3)  Granting License : All food related business 

need to get a certificate and license from FSSAI 

4) Test the Standard of Food : The standard and 

quality check of food manufactured  

5)  Regular Audits : Inspection are conducted. 

6)  Spreading Food Safety Awareness : To spread 

awareness and inform the citizens about the 

importance of safe and hygienic food 

consumption  
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7)  Keeping the Government Updated : Any food 

safety-related threat must be informed to the 

Government authorities for further action. 

Assist them in framing food standard policies 

Initiatives by FSSAI  

1)Eat Right India : To make good quality food 

accessible to every citizen of the country  

 2)Clean Street Food : This involves training the 

street food vendors and making them aware of the 

violations as per the FSS Act 2006. This will a lso he 

lp in the soc i a l and e conomi c upliftment of street 

food vendors  

3) Diet4Life : To spread awareness about metabolic 

disorders.  

4) S a v e Fo o d , S h a r e F o o d , S h a r e J o y : 

Encouraging people to avoid food wastage and 

promote food donation. To connect food- collecting 

agencies with the food-producing companies and 

share the food with the ones in need 
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Challenges faced by FSSAI:  

 The “petty manufacturers, retailers and 

hawkers” are exempted from FSSAI ambit. 

These segments greatly contributes to 

unorganised food sector  

  Lack of infrastructure such as food testing 

laboratories. § 

 Acute shortage of licensing and enforcement 

officers.  

  There are only 377 products mentioned in the 

FSSAI regulations, whereas other countries have 

over 10,000 standards. The list is not regularly 

reviewed.  

  There are no standard practices for food 

inspection, the process being mostly 

discretionary.  

  No proper guideline on packaging and labelling.  

  Long deleys in giving clearance and certificates.  

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                                                                                                                                     www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

 The CAG also found that "licenses were issued 

on the basis of incomplete documents in more 

than 50 per cent of cases, checked in Audit". 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

MANGROVES 

Paper - 3 Conservation, environmental 

pollution and degradation, environmental 

impact assessment. 
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Why in news?  

Massive diversion of fresh water from Brahmani 

river basin could pose a threat to the famous 

Mangroves of Orissa.  

 What are mangrooves?  

 Mangroves are shrub species that live along 

shores, rivers, and estuaries which grows in 

coastal saline or brackish water in the tropics 

and subtropics 

Characterstics of Mangroves  

1) Type of forest : They represent the littoral 

forest ecosystem.  

2) Region : Low lying areas of tropical and 

subtropical regions (Between 24 degrees North 

and 38 degrees South) are home to Mangroves. 

** they need high solar radiation to filter saline 

water through their roots.  

3) Halophytes : They are salt-tolerant.  

4)These trees have thick leaves.  

5)Pneumatophores (blind roots) : These roots 

help these trees to respire in anaerobic soils. 
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6)Viviparity mode of reproduction : The seeds 

of Mangrove Forests trees germinate in the 

trees itself before falling 

Importance of Mangroves  

1) Mangrove plants have special roots such as 

prop roots, pneumatophores which help to 

impede water flow and thereby enhance the 

deposition of sediment in areas, stabilise the 

coastal shores, provide a breeding ground for 

fishes.  

2)  Mangroves moderate monsoonal tidal floods 

and reduce inundation of coastal lowlands. 

3) They prevent coastal soil erosion.  

4)  Water Purification: Mangroves improve the 

water quality by absorbing nutrients from 

runoff that might otherwise cause harmful 

algal blooms offshore.  

5)  Mangroves enhance the natural recycling of 

nutrients.  

6)  Mangrove supports numerous florae, 

avifauna and wildlife.  
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7) Provide a safe and favourable environment 

for breeding, spawning, rearing of several 

fishes.  

8)  They supply woods, firewood, medicinal 

plants and edible plants to local people.  

9)  Help in Carbon Sequestration by storing Blue 

Carbon. 

 Initiatives for Conservation of Mangroves 

1)UNESCO Designated Sites: Mangroves in 

Biosphere Reserves, World Heritage sites and 

UNESCO Global Geoparks  

2)International Society for Mangrove Ecosystem 

(ISME): The ISME is a non-governmental 

organization established in 1990 to promote the 

study of mangroves with the purpose of 

enhancing their conservation, rational 

management and sustainable utilization.  

3) Blue Carbon Initiative: The International Blue 

Carbon Initiative is focused on mitigating 

climate change through the conservation and 

restoration of coastal and marine ecosystems.  
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4)Mangroves for the Future Initiative: IUCN and 

UNDP developed a unique initiative to promote 

investment in coastal ecosystem conservation 

called the “Mangroves for the Future (MFF)”. 

**member nations include Bangladesh, 

Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Maldives, 

Myanmar, Pakistan, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, and Vietnam.  

5) National Mangrove Committee: The 

Government of India set up a National 

Mangrove Committee in 1976 which advises the 

government about conservation and 

development of mangroves. 

 

Source:The Hindu 
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EASTERN ECONOMIC FORUM 

 

Paper 2 Bilateral, regional and global groupings 

and agreements involving India and/or affecting 

India’s interests. 

 
 

Why in news?  

 Recently the 6th Eastern Economic Forum was 

held in Vladivostok.  

What is the Eastern Economic Forum? 

International platform for discussing the 

strategy for developing political, economic and 
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cultural ties between Russia and Asia Pacific. 

Theme  

‘New Opportunities for the Far East in a 

Changed World’. 

 Key facts and takeaway 

The Eastern Economic Forum was established 

by decree of the President of the Russian 

Federation Vladimir Putin in 2015 to support 

the economic development of Russia’s Far East 

and to expand international cooperation in the 

Asia-Pacific region.  

 

Highlights of PM’s Address: 

 

o Applauded Russia’s vision for the 
development of the Russian Far East 
region and reiterated India’s 
commitment (as part of its "Act East 
Policy”) of being a reliable partner of 
Russia in this regard. 

o Highlighted the significance of health and 
pharma sectors as important areas of 
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cooperation that have emerged during the 
pandemic. 

o Referred to other potential areas of 
economic cooperation including diamond, 
coking coal, steel, timber etc. 

 About Eastern Economic Forum: 
 

o EEF was established by the decree of 
the President of the Russian Federation 
in the year 2015. 

o It takes place each year in Vladivostok, a 
city in Russia. 

o It serves as a platform for the discussion 
of key issues in the world economy, 
regional integration, and the development 
of new industrial and technological sectors, 
as well as of the global challenges facing 
Russia and other nations. 

o The Forum’s business 
programme includes a number of business 
dialogues with leading partner countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region, and with ASEAN, a 
key integration organization of dynamically 
developing nations in Southeast Asia. 
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o Over the years, it has emerged as an 
international platform for discussing the 
strategy for developing political, economic 
and cultural ties between Russia and Asia 
Pacific. 

 Importance of India-Russia Relations: 
 

o Balancing China: The Chinese 
aggression in the border areas of 
eastern Ladakh, brought India-China 
relations to an inflection point, but also 
demonstrated that Russia is capable of 
contributing to defusing tensions with 
China. 
 

 Russia organized a trilateral 
meeting among the foreign 
ministers of Russia, India, and 
China following deadly clashes in 
the Galwan Valley in the disputed 
territory of Ladakh. 

o Emerging New Sectors of Economic 
Engagement: Apart from traditional 
areas of cooperation such as weapons, 
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hydrocarbons, nuclear energy 
(Kudankulam), space (Gaganyaan) 
and diamonds, new sectors of 
economic engagement are likely to 
emerge — mining, agro-industrial, and 
high technology, including robotics, 
nanotech, and biotech. 
 

 India’s footprint in the Russian Far 
East and in the Arctic is set to 
expand. Connectivity projects may 
get a boost too. 

o Reviving Eurasian Economic 
Union: Russia seeks to leverage 
India’s soft power to gain legitimacy in 
the success of the Eurasian Economic 
Union, and re-establishing its 
hegemony, as it existed during the cold 
war era. 

o Combating Terrorism: India and 
Russia are working to close the gap on 
Afghanistan and are calling for early 
finalization of the Comprehensive 
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Convention on International 
Terrorism. 

o Support at Multilateral 
Forums: Additionally, Russia supports 
India’s candidacy for permanent 
membership of a reformed United 
Nations Security Council and of 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

o Diplomacy: Russia has been a long-
time friend of India; it not only provided 
India arms to maintain a formidable 
military profile but also gave invaluable 
diplomatic support on a variety of 
regional issues. 

o Defence Cooperation: Although India 
has consciously diversified its new 
defence purchases from other 
countries, the bulk of its defence 
equipment (60 to 70%) is still from 
Russia. 
 

 BrahMos Missile System as well 
as the licensed production in India 
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of SU-30 aircraft and T-90 
tanks, are examples. 

 Indra Exercises - Joint Tri-
Services (Army, Navy, Air Force) 
Exercises. 

Source: PIB 

 

e-Courts 
paper ll:Judiciary,E-Governance 

 

 
 

why in news? 

 Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. 

Ramana has expressed his dissatisfaction 
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towards the newly put open court software 

in the Supreme Court for virtual hearings. 

 

Define e-courts? 

o Virtual Courts or e-Courts is a concept 
aimed at eliminating the presence of 
litigants or lawyers in the 
court and adjudication of the case online. 
 

 It requires an Online environment and an 
Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) enabled infrastructure. 

o In the wake of the Coronavirus Pandemic in 
2020, the Supreme Court (SC) exercising 
its plenary power under Article 142 passed 
directions for all courts across the country 
to extensively use video-conferencing for 
judicial proceedings. 

o Earlier, an Artificial Intelligence (AI) based 
portal ‘SUPACE’ was launched by the CJI in 
the judicial system aimed at assisting judges 
with legal research. 
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o Also, the SC has released the Draft Model 
Rules for Live-Streaming and Recording 
of Court Proceedings. 

Benefits of the e-court 

1)Affordable Justice: The expansion of e-
Courts will ensure easy access to justice at 
affordable courts to all sections of society. 

2)Faster Delivery of Justice: The 
proliferation of e-Courts will make litigation 
faster, given that required logistics are 
provided. 

3)Transparency: e-Courts can overcome the 
challenges and make the service delivery 
mechanism transparent and cost-efficient. 
 

 Litigants can view the status of their case 
online through various channels created for 
service delivery. 

4)Integration of Judiciary: Data sharing 
between different courts and various 
departments will also be made easy as 
everything would be available online under 
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the integrated system. 
 

 This would be beneficial for both improving 
the court processes and rendering citizen-
centric services. 

Limitations 

 Challenges: 
 

1)Operational Difficulties: Virtual Courts 
witness technical interruptions during 
hearings owing to poor connectivity, 
echoes and other disruptions. 
 

 Other issues might involve the litigant’s 
lack of confidence in the process due to 
lack of proximity. 

2)Hacking and Cybersecurity: On the top 
of technology, cybersecurity will be a 
huge concern too. 

3)Infrastructure: Challenges can erupt 
due to insufficient infrastructure and non-
availability of electricity and internet 
connectivity in most of the Talukas/villages. 
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4)Maintaining e-Courts record: The 
paralegal staff is not well equipped and 
trained to effectively handle document or 
record evidence, and make them readily 
accessible to the litigant, to the council as 
well as to the court. 

Source: The Hindu 

 

 Bhitarkanika National Park 

Paper lll:Conservation 

 

Why in News 

Recently, some environmental activists pointed 
out that Odisha’s Bhitarkanika National Park, 
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is under severe threat due to planned 
diversion of freshwater from the Brahmani 
river basin. 

Bhitarkanika National Park: 
 

 It has the second-largest mangrove 
forest in India and is a Ramsar site. It 
was declared as a Bhitarkanika National 
Park in the year of 1988. 

 Bhitarkanika is located in the estuary of 
Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra, 
and Mahanadi river systems. It is 
located in Kendrapara district of 
Odisha. 

 It is one of Odisha’s finest biodiversity 
hotspots and is famous for its 
mangroves, migratory birds, turtles, 
estuarine crocodiles, and countless 
creeks. 

 It is said to house 70% of the country’s 
estuarine or saltwater 
crocodiles, conservation of which was 
started way back in 1975. 
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o Major Protected Areas:  

1)Bhitarkanika National Park. 

2Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary. 

3)Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary. 

 

Source:The Hindu 
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