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Data protection frameworks 

 

Paper 3: Awareness In The Fields Of It, Space, 

Computers, Robotics, Nano-Technology, Bio-

Technology, Pharma Sector & Health Science 

 

 

Major Measures 

 Benefits: These measure aimed at unlocking 
data silos will make it easier for data to flow 
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from the entity that currently holds it to any 
other data business that might want to use it 
with the permission of the data subject. 

 In Australia, Consumer Data Right framework 
will allow consumers in Australia to require any 
business with which they have a commercial 
relationship to transfer that data to any other 
business of their choice. 

 The first sector in which this new data right is 
being rolled out is the banking sector, with 
power set to follow close on its heels. 

 The EU’s proposed Data Act will create a fairer 
data economy by ensuring better access to 
and use of data, and is intended to cover both 
business-to-business and business-to-
government transfers of data. 

 Along similar lines, the EU has also drafted a 
Data Governance Act to govern the data 
exchanges and platforms. 

 It will thus both enable and regulate new data 
sharing arrangements that will intermediate the 
transfer of data from data businesses which 
currently hold it to those that have been 
permitted to use it. 
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 Data regulation to protect and utilise 
data: Regulatory activity seems to suggest that 
it is not enough to protect data if you cannot 
also ensure that this data is effectively 
utilized. 

 

What are the issues with regulation 
measures? 

1) Law and regulation cannot keep pace with 
technology 

 Technology determines how data is collected, 
processed and used, and, by extension, the 
manner in which it is transferred. 

 Decades of trying to regulate technology 
businesses has taught us that laws and 
regulation simply cannot keep pace with 
changes in technology. 

 No matter how fast we move, if the only 
weapon we are using to regulate technology is 
the law, we will be doomed to play catch-up 
forever. 
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 These new consumer-centric measures are 
likely to fail if they are to be implemented solely 
through legislation. 

2) Data transfers in the absence of a legal 
framework can lead to problem in India 

 India has adopted a slightly different approach 
to data transfers known as the Data 
Empowerment and Protection Architecture 
(DEPA). 

 DEPA offers a technology-based solution 
for consent-based data flows, allowing users 
to transfer their data from data businesses that 
currently hold them to those that want to use 
them. 

  Last week, the country’s Account Aggregator 
framework—the first implementation of DEPA—
went live in the financial sector. 

  It too suffers from infirmities that could threaten 
its success. 

 India still does not have a data protection 
regulation and implementing a technological 
solution for data transfers in the absence of a 
legal framework could lead to new problems. 
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Source :Live Mint 

 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

Appellate Tribunal. 

Paper lll:Indian Economy 

 

What is GST Appellate Tribunal? 

 The GST Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT) is the 
second appeal forum under GST for any 
dissatisfactory order passed by the First 
Appellate Authorities. 
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 The National Appellate Tribunal is also the first 
common forum to resolve disputes between the 
centre and the states. 

 Being a common forum, it is the duty of the 
GST Appellate Tribunal to ensure uniformity in 
the redressal of disputes arising under GST. 

 It holds the same powers as the court and is 
deemed Civil Court for trying a case. 

Constitution of the GST Appellate Tribunal 

The GSTAT has the following structure: 

1. National Bench: The National Appellate 
Tribunal is situated in New Delhi, constitutes a 
National President (Head) along with 2 
Technical Members (1 from Centre and State 
each) 

2. Regional Benches: On the 
recommendations of the GST Council, the 
government can constitute (by notification) 
Regional Benches, as required. As of now, 
there are 3 Regional Benches (situated in 
Mumbai, Kolkata and Hyderabad) in India. 

3. State Bench and Area Bench 
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Why in news now? 

 The GST tribunal has not been constituted even 
four years after the central GST law was 
passed in 2016. 

 Section 109 of the GST Act mandates the 
constitution of the Tribunal. 

 Citizens aggrieved are constrained to approach 
respective High Court and the same was 
overburdening the work of the High Courts. 

What is Goods and Services Tax 

 The GST is a value-added tax levied on most 
goods and services sold for domestic 
consumption. 

 It was launched into operation on the midnight 
of 1st July 2017. 

 It subsumed almost all domestic indirect taxes 
(petroleum, alcoholic beverages and stamp 
duty are the major exceptions) under one head. 

 The GST is paid by consumers, but it is 
remitted to the government by the businesses 
selling the goods and services. 

 GST is levied at four rates viz. 5%, 12%, 18% 
and 28%. The schedule or list of items that 
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would fall under these multiple slabs are 
worked out by the GST council. 

Types 

 The GST to be levied by the Centre is called 
Central GST (CGST) and that to be levied by 
the States is called State GST (SGST). 

 Import of goods or services would be treated as 
inter-state supplies and would be subject to 
Integrated Goods & Services Tax (IGST) in 
addition to the applicable customs duties. 

The GST Council 

 It is a constitutional body (Article 279A) for 
making recommendations to the Union and 
State Government on issues related to GST. 

 The GST Council is chaired by the Union 
Finance Minister and other members are the 
Union State Minister of Revenue or Finance 
and Ministers in charge of Finance or Taxation 
of all the States. 

 It is considered as a federal body where both 
the centre and the states get due 
representation. 

http://www.mymentor.com/


www.mymentor.com

                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102
                                                                                                                                                                    

Source:The Hindu 

 

The Tamil Nadu government has 
tabled a Bill for Right to Sit 

 

 Paper 2: Parliament & State Legislatures 

 

 

What is Right to Sit 
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 The Right to Sit is aimed to benefit thousands 
of employees of large and small 
establishments, particularly those working in 
textile and jewelry showrooms. 

 Persons employed in shops and establishments 
in the State are made to stand throughout their 
duty time resulting in varied health issues. 

 The bill mandates for every premises of 
establishments to have suitable seating 
arrangements for all employees so that they 
may take advantage of any opportunity to sit in 
the course of their work. 

 This would avoid the ‘on their toes’ situation 
throughout the working hours. 

Where its Inspired from ? 

 A few years ago, workers of textile showrooms 
in Kerala had gone on a protest demanding the 
‘Right to Sit’, prompting the government there to 
amend the Kerala Shops and Establishments 
Act in 2018. 

 This in turn provided seating arrangements for 
them. 
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A move for women 

 Most owners of shops and other retail outlets 
forbid women, the bulk of the shop workforce, 
to sit. 

 Even leaning against a wall was punished. 
They have varicose veins and joint pain from 
standing. 

 Toilet breaks were strictly limited. This has led 
to urinary infections, kidney problems. 

Source:The Hindu 

 

 

Inspiration4 
  Paper 3: Awareness In The Fields Of It, Space, 

Computers, Robotics, Nano-Technology, Bio-
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What is Inspiration4? 

 Inspiraton4 is a part of an effort to raise funds 
for paediatric treatment and research facility 
that focuses on children’s catastrophic 
diseases, particularly leukaemia and other 
cancers. 

 The mission involves circling the Earth for three 
days and then splashing down into the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

 Inspiration4 will orbit the Earth at 575km, higher 
than the International Space Station (408km) 
and the Hubble space telescope (547km). 

 This will be the farthest distance travelled by a 
crewed mission since 2009, when astronauts 
last went to repair the Hubble. 

 The Dragon module that the group will be using 
has also been modified for the mission. 
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 Usually, the SpaceX module is used for 
travelling to the ISS, where it has to dock or join 
the floating laboratory. 

 

 

 

Key features 

 Since Inspiration4 is not going to the ISS, the 
docking port has been removed and has been 
replaced with a dome window instead. 

 This dome window will offer breath-taking views 
of the Earth for the four travellers. 

 The window has been inspired by the Cupola, a 
module on the ISS used to make observations 
about our planet. 

Why is the mission significant? 

 According to a report in the Independent, the 
journey will present an opportunity for collecting 
large amounts of health data that will aid in 
planning future crewed space missions. 
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 As per the report, they will collect data on ECG 
(electrocardiograph) activity, movement, sleep, 
heart rate and rhythm, blood oxygen saturation, 
cabin noise and light intensity, which will help in 
assessing behavioural and cognitive changes 
over the journey. 

 The travellers will undergo balance and 
prescription tests just before and after their 
journey to assess their response to the change 
in gravity. 

 The immune system function will also be 
monitored by collecting blood. Their organ 
systems will also be monitored by an AI-
powered ultrasound device. 

Source:The Indian Express 
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Spirit of federalism lies in consultation 
 | Paper 2: Federalism 

 

Objection of the state against Centre 
legislating on subject in Concurent List 
without consulting States 

 Unilateral legislation on subjects in 
Concurrent list: Kerala Chief Minister stated 
that it is not in the essence of federalism for the 
Union government to legislate unilaterally, on 
the subjects in the Concurrent List. 
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 Encroaching on powers of States: Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister raised the issue by calling 
on other Chief Ministers against the Union 
government encroaching on powers under 
the State and Concurrent Lists. 

 The Kerala Legislative Assembly unanimously 
passed a resolution against the Electricity 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020. 

 The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly passed 
a resolution against the controversial farm 
laws. 

Background of the Concurrent List 

 The Concurrent List gives the Union and the 
State Legislatures concurrent powers to 
legislate on the subjects contained in it. 

 Purpose of Concurrent List: The fields in the 
Concurrent List were to be of common 
interest to the Union and the States, and the 
power to legislate on these subjects to be 
shared with the Union so that there would 
be uniformity in law across the country. 

Union government extending its control on 
subjects in the Concurrent List and State list 
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1) Farm laws: Encroaching on the powers of 
States 

 Parliament passed the farm laws without 
consulting the States. 

 State List subject: The laws, essentially 
related to Entry 14 (agriculture clause) 
belonging to the State List. 

 However, Parliament passed the law citing 
Entry 33 (trade and commerce clause) in the 
Concurrent List. 

 Against legal principle set by the Supreme 
Court: The Supreme Court, beginning from 
the State of Bombay vs F.N. Balsara case, 
said that if an enactment falls within one of the 
matters assigned to the State List and 
reconciliation is not possible with any entry in 
the Concurrent or Union List after employing 
the doctrine of “pith and substance”, the 
legislative domain of the State Legislature must 
prevail. 

2) Major Port Authorities Act 2021 and Indian 
Ports Bill: Centre taking away power of State 

http://www.mymentor.com/


www.mymentor.com

                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102
                                                                                                                                                                    

 The Major Ports Authorities Act, 2021, was 
passed by Parliament earlier this year. 

 Goa objected to the law, stating that it would 
lead to the redundancy of the local laws. 

 Concurrent List subject: When it comes 
to non-major ports, the field for legislation is 
located in Entry 31 of the Concurrent List.  

 The Indian Ports Act, 1908, presently governs 
the field related to non-major ports. 

 As per the Indian Ports Act, 1908, the power to 
regulate and control the minor ports remained 
with the State governments. 

 The new draft Indian Ports Bill, 
2021, proposes the Maritime State 
Development Council (MSDC), which 
is overwhelmingly controlled by the Union 
government. 

3) Electricity (Amendment) Bill,2020: Centre 
taking away powers of State 

 Various States like West Bengal, Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala have also come forward against 
the Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020. 

 The field related to electricity is traceable 
to Entry 38 of the Concurrent List. 
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 The power to regulate the sector was vested 
with the State Electricity Regulatory 
Commissions (SERCs), member of which were 
appointed by the State government. 

 The proposed amendment seeks to establish 
National Selection Committee, dominated by 
members nominated by the Union government 
that will make appointments to the SERCs. 

 The amendment also proposes the 
establishment of a Centrally-
appointed Electricity Contract Enforcement 
Authority (ECEA). 

 In effect, the power to regulate the electricity 
sector would be taken away from the State 
government. 

 

What can be more done 

 Consultation with States: The National 
Commission to Review the Working of the 
Constitution (NCRWC), or the Venkatachaliah 
Commission, had recommended that individual 
and collective consultation with the States 
should be undertaken through the Inter-State 
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Council established under Article 263 of the 
Constitution. 

 Coordination of policy and action in 
concurrent jurisdiction: The Sarkaria 
Commission Report had recommended that 
there should be a coordination of policy and 
action in all areas of concurrent or 
overlapping jurisdiction through a process of 
mutual consultation. 

 Limit powers to ensuring uniformity: The 
Sarkaria Commission further recommended 
that the Union government, while exercising 
powers under the Concurrent List, limit itself to 
the purpose of ensuring uniformity in basic 
issues of national policy and not more. 

 Responsibility of Centre: The Supreme Court 
itself had held in the S.R. Bommai vs Union of 
India case, the States are not mere 
appendages of the Union. 

 The Union government should ensure that the 
power of the States is not trampled with. 

 

Source:The Hindu 
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