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13 BRICS summit held virtually 
GS Paper 2 

Topics Covered: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 
India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

  

The 13th BRICS Summit held under India’s Chairship in 2021. It will be the third time 
that India will be hosting the BRICS Summit after 2012 and 2016. 

 

 The theme for the Summit: ‘BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS 
cooperation for continuity, consolidation and consensus.’ 

Priority areas  

India had four priority areas  

1. Multilateral System. 
2. Counter Terrorism. 
3. Using Digital and Technological Tools for achieving SDGs. 
4. Enhancing People to People exchanges. 

  

Background: 

India and China, are locked in a bitter border standoff in eastern Ladakh for 
over six months. 

 The BRICS is known as an influential Bloc that represents 
over 3.6 billion people,  

  India as the BRICS countries have a combined GDP of USD 
16.6 trillion. 

  

What is BRICS? 

BRICS is the group composed of the five major emerging countries 
– Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

 It together represents about 42% of the population, 23% of GDP, 
30% of the territory and 18% of the global trade. 
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 The acronym BRIC was coined by economist ‘Jim O’Neill’ of 
Goldman Sachs in 2001 to indicate the emerging powers that 
would be, alongside the United States, the five largest economies 
of the world in the 21st century. 

 In 2011, with South Africa joining the group, (from African 
continent.) 

 In 2006, BRIC countries started their dialogue, which since 2009 
takes place at annual meetings of heads of state and government. 

Source:HINDU 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Swachh Survekshan Grameen 
GS Paper 1 

Topics Covered: Population and associated issues, poverty and 
developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

  

Context: 

Swachh Survekshan Grameen, 2021 will be launched under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission Phase- 2 on 9th September, 2021. 

  

 As part of the Survekshan, Villages, Districts and States would be 
ranked using key parameters. 

 It aims to support acceleration of ODF plus 
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Coverage: 

 Around 1,74,750 Households will be interviewed for their 
feedback on SBM related issues. 

 Also, citizens will be mobilised to provide feedback on sanitation 
related issues online using an application developed for the 
purpose. 

 As part of Swachh Survekshan Grameen, 17,475 villages in 698 
Districts across the country will be covered. 

 87,250 public places namely schools, anganwadis, public health 
centres, haat/bazaars/religious places in these villages will be 
visited for survey. 

 

  

Background: 

Commissioned by the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation 
(DDWS) under the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

 SSG is not just a ranking exercise but has been a vehicle for 
creating a Janandolan . 

  the ranking of Districts based on their performance on key 
quality and quantitative parameters. 

 different elements of the SSG 2021 are : 

 Direct Observation of sanitation at public places -30% 
 Service Level Progress on sanitation related parameters -35% 
 Citizen’s Feedback, including feedback from common citizens, 

key influencers at the village level and from citizens online using a 
mobile App -35% 

 

Source:PIB 

 
 

http://www.mymentor.com/


www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                         7293010102 

Education Ministry launched National 

Institute Ranking Framework: 
GS Paper 2 

Topics Covered: Issues related to education. 

  

Context: 

The Education Ministry recently launched the sixth edition of the NIRF. 

 

Category 

1)Rank 1 –IIT Madras 

2)Rank 2—IISc 

3)Rank 3—IIT Bombay 

4)Rank 4--IIT Delhi 

5)Rank 5—IIT Kanpur 

 

 

Highlights: 

1. IIT-Madras, IISc-Bangalore, and IIT-Bombay have emerged as the 
country’s top three higher education institutions. 

2. In the university category, IISc Bengaluru was the best-ranked 
varsity. 

3. Under the best college category, Miranda House has again 
topped the list this year. 

 

  

What is NIRF? 

 It is the first-ever effort by the government to rank higher 
education institutions (HEIs) in the country. 
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 Launched in 2015. 
 This year, roughly 6,000 institutions have participated in NIRF — 

about twice the number in 2016. 
 Participation in the NIRF was voluntary in the initial years; it was 

made compulsory for all government-run educational 
institutions in 2018. 

  

How are they ranked? 

1.  all education institutions are assessed on five parameters: 
i) teaching, 
ii)  learning and resources,  
iii) research and professional practices, 
iv)  graduation outcomes, 
v)  outreach and inclusivity,  
vi) perception. 

2. NIRF lists out best institutions across 11 categories – overall 
national ranking, universities, engineering, college, medical, 
management, pharmacy, law, architecture, dental and research. 

 

Source: Indian Express 
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Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 

Scheme for Textiles 
 

Economics | Mains Paper 3: Effects Of Liberalization On The Economy, 

Changes In Industrial Policy and their effects on Industrial Growth 

What is PLI Scheme? 

  The scheme provides incentives to companies for enhancing their domestic 
manufacturing apart from focusing on reducing import bills and improving the 
cost competitiveness of local goods. 

 PLI scheme offers incentives on incremental sales for products manufactured in 
India. 

 The scheme for respective sectors has to be implemented by the concerned 
ministries and departments. 

 

 

Criteria  

 Eligibility criteria for businesses under the PLI scheme vary based on the sector 
approved under the scheme. 

 For instance, the eligibility for telecom units is subject to the achievement of a 
minimum threshold of cumulative incremental investment and incremental sales 
of manufactured goods. 

 Under food processing, SMEs and others must hold over 50 per cent of the stock 
of their subsidiaries, if any. 

 The minimum investment threshold for MSME is Rs 10 crore and Rs 100 crores for 
others. 

 On the other hand, for businesses under pharmaceuticals, the project has to be a 
greenfield project while the net worth of the company should not be less than 30 
per cent of the total committed investment. 
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What are the incentives involved? 

 An incentive of 4-6 per cent was offered last year on mobile and electronic 
components manufacturers such as resistors, transistors, diodes, etc. 

 For white goods too, the incentive of 4-6 per cent on incremental sales of goods 
manufactured in India for a period of five years was offered to companies 
engaged in the manufacturing of air conditioners and LED lights. 

 Similarly, 10 percent incentives were offered for six years (FY22-27) of the scheme 
for the food processing industry. 

What is in the box for Textiles? 

 The PLI scheme for textiles aims to promote the production of high value Man-
Made Fibre (MMF) fabrics, garments and technical textiles. 

 Any person or company willing to invest a minimum of Rs 300 crore in plant, 
machinery, equipment and civil works (excluding land and administrative building 
cost) to produce products of MMF fabrics, garments and products of technical 
textiles will be eligible. 

 Investors willing to spend a minimum of Rs 100 crore under the same conditions 
shall be eligible. 

Benefits  

 PLI scheme for Textiles will promote production of high value MMF Fabric, 
Garments and Technical Textiles in country. 

 The incentive structure has been so formulated that the industry will be 
encouraged to invest in fresh capacities in these segments. 

 This will give a major push to the growing high-value MMF segment which will 
complement the efforts of the cotton and other natural fiber-based textiles 
industry. 

 This will help to generate new opportunities for employment and trade, 
resultantly helping India regain its historical dominant status in global textiles 
trade. 

India’s textile sector 

 The textile industry in India traditionally, after agriculture, is the only industry that 
has generated huge employment for both skilled and unskilled labour. 
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 The domestic textiles and apparel industry contributes 5% to India’s GDP, 7% of 
industry output in value terms, and 12% of the country’s export earnings. 

 The textile industry continues to be the second-largest employment generating 
sector in India. It offers direct employment to over 35 million in the country. 

 India is first in global jute production and shares 63% of the global textile and 
garment market. India is second in global textile manufacturing and also second in 
silk and cotton production. 

 100% FDI is allowed via automatic route in textile sector. 

Source: Hindu 

 

The fall of Afghanistan, the fallout in 

West Asia 
 

International Relations | Mains Paper 2: India & Its Neighborhood – Relations 

 

Key points 

 Afghanistan’s acting PM is Mullah Hassan Akhund, close associate of former 
Taliban founder Mullah Omar. 

 Abdul Ghani Baradar is his deputy, but again, this could be a token position. 
 Pakistan appears to have got its way. This government formation was tightly 

controlled the head of its Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). 
 Pakistan’s true proteges are Sirajuddin Haqqani, the acting interior minister, and 

Mohammed Yaqoob, the acting defence minister, a son of Mullah Omar, who is also 
close to Haqqani. 

 Baradar had been arrested in 2010 by the Pakistanis for pursuing a dialogue with 
the Hamid Karzai government without Pakistani sanction and jailed for eight years. 

The players of West Asia 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Iran have been direct role-players in Afghan affairs for over 
25 years. 

 Sheikhdom involvement: In the 1990s, the first two were supporters and sources 
of funding for the Taliban, while Iran was an antagonist. After the 9/11, all three 
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countries became deeply involved with the Taliban. From 2005, the Gulf sheikhdoms 
have contributed millions of dollars to different Taliban leaders and factions. 

 Iran’s defiance of US: Iran began a substantial engagement with various Taliban 
leaders from 2007 and provided funding, weapons, training and refuge, when 
required. It wanted the Taliban to maintain pressure on the U.S. forces to ensure 
their speedy departure from the country. 

 Regional competition: In the 2010s, when the US began to engage with Iran on 
the nuclear issue, Saudi Arabia became more directly involved in Afghan matters to 
prevent Iran’s expanding influence among Taliban groups. Thus, besides Syria and 
Yemen, Iran and Saudi Arabia have also made Afghanistan an arena for their 
regional competitions. 

 Earliest acknowledgement of the Taliban: In 2012, Qatar, on U.S. request, 
allowed the Taliban to open an office in Doha as a venue for their dialogue with the 
Americans. This has made Qatar an influential player in Afghan affairs, with deep 
personal ties with several leaders, many of whom keep their families in Doha. 

Competitions for influence 

The low-key reactions of the Gulf countries to recent developments in Kabul reflect 
the uncertainties relating to the Taliban in power. 

Fractionalization within terror groups: The country already has several thousand 
foreign fighters, whose ranks could swell with extremists coming in from Iraq and 
Syria, and threaten the security of all neighbouring states. 

 

Nature of the govt: Their ability to remain united, their policies relating to human 
rights, and, above all, whether the Taliban will again make their country a sanctuary 
for extremist groups. 

 

 regional players are active in Afghanistan today: 

1. Pakistan-Saudi coalition: This has been the principal source of support for the 
Taliban-at-war. They would like to remain influential in the new order, but neither 
would like to see the Taliban revert to their practices of the 1990s that had justifiably 
appalled the global community. 

2. Turkey and Qatar: They represent the region’s Islamist coalition and, thus, share 
an ideological kinship with the Taliban. Both would like to see a moderate and 
inclusive administration. 

3. Iran: While many of its hardliners are overjoyed at the U.S. “defeat”, more reflective 
observers recall the earlier Taliban emirate which was viscerally hostile to Shias and 
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Iran. Iran also sees itself as the guardian of the Tajik, Uzbek and Hazara minorities 
in the country. 

Options Available:  

Linking with Israel-Palestine Conflict: The region now has two options: one, an 
Israel-centric security order in which the Arab Gulf states would link themselves with 
Israel to confront Iran. This is being actively promoted by Israeli hawks since it would 
tie Israel with neighbouring Arab states without having to concede anything to meet 
Palestinian aspirations. 

Comprehensive regional security arrangement: The other option is more 
ambitious: The facilitators and guarantors of this security arrangement are likely to 
be China and Russia: over the last few years, both have built close relations with the 
major states of the region. i.e., Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 

Consensus to ward away the US 

 The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states led by Saudi Arabia lifted the over three-
year blockade of Qatar. 

 The discussions between Iran and Saudi Arabia and plans are in place for the next 
meetings. 

 Turkey has initiated diplomatic overtures towards Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 
 None of these initiatives involves the Americans. 

Conclusion: A new order is in making 

 These developments suggest that the germ of a new regional security order in West 
Asia is already sown in fertile ground. 

Way forward for India 

 The Indian policies are at a crossroads. Continued bandwagoning with the US 
makes no sense. 

 Indian diplomacy should harmonize with the regional capitals, including Beijing, 
which can be a natural ally on issues of terrorism. 

 The bottom line is that India’s vital interests remain to be secured. 
 Demonizing the Taliban can only be counterproductive. 

 

Source: HINDU EDITORIAL 
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 India and Germany work together for 

climate change 
 

International Relations | Mains Paper 2: Bilateral, Regional and Global 

Groupings and agreements involving India 

 

India-Germany background 

Freedom struggle: Subhas Chandra Bose, a prominent freedom fighter for 
Indian independence, made a determined effort to obtain India’s 
independence from Britain by seeking military assistance from the Axis 
powers. The Indische Legion was formed to serve as a liberation force for 
British-ruled India principally made up of Indian prisoners of war. 

UNSC: India and Germany both seek to become permanent members of 
the UNSC and have joined with Japan and Brazil to coordinate their efforts 
via the G4 collective. 

Cultural areas : Germany has supported education and cultural programs 
in India. Germany helped establish the IIT Madras after both governments 
signed an agreement in 1956 and increased its cooperation and supply of 
technology and resources over the decades to help expand the institution 

Diplomacy: India maintained diplomatic relations with both West Germany 
and East Germany and supported their reunification in 1990. Contrary to 
France and the UK, Germany has no strategic footprint in Asia. 

 

Trade and investment: Germany is India’s largest trading partner in 
Europe. Germany is the 8th largest foreign direct investor (FDI) in India. 
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Past contentions: Germany condemned India for liberating Goa from 
Portuguese rule in 1961 and supported Portugal’s dictatorial regime under 
Salazar against India. It was critical of India for intervening in the 1971 
Bangladesh Liberation War.  It rejected India’s 1998 nuclear tests. 

 

Common concerns 

 In South Asia and Europe, we have become used to extremely hot 
weather, flooding, dramatic depletion of groundwater tables and drought. 

 The EU has adopted an ambitious Green Deal to achieve net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and to decouple economic growth from 
consumption of natural resources. 

Why the two? 

 India is one of few countries that looks set to deliver on the national goals it 
set itself as part of the Paris agreement. 

 Compared to other G20 countries, its per capita emissions are very low. 
 Germany recently adopted laws on reducing greenhouse gases more 

quickly, achieving climate neutrality by 2045 and stopping the use of coal 
for electricity production by 2038. 

Collaborated efforts  

 In 2015, India’s PM and Germany’s Federal Chancellor agreed to further 
strengthen the two countries’ strategic partnership. 

 On this basis, Germany and India have succeeded in building up a 
cooperation portfolio worth almost 12 billion euros. 

 Already, nine out of 10 measures support climate goals and SDGs 
together. 

Indo-German development cooperation focuses on three areas: 

1. Transition to renewable energies 
2. Sustainable urban development and 
3. Sustainable management of natural resources 
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What does Germany have to offer? 

 As a pioneer of energy transition, Germany is offering knowledge, 
technology transfer and financial solutions. 

 The pandemic has shown global supply chains are vulnerable. 
 Yet, when it comes to agriculture and natural resources, there are smart 

solutions that are being tested in India and Germany for more self-reliance, 
including agro-ecological approaches and sustainable management of 
forests, soils and water. 

 Experience in India has shown that these methods also boost incomes for 
the local population and make them less dependent on expensive 
fertilizers, pesticides and seeds. 

Source: The Indian Express 
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