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The Cabinet Committee on Security 

approved the procurement of 56 C-295 

 

Paper  III – Defence and Security 

 

 

Context: The Cabinet Committee on Security 

(CCS) has cleared procurement of 56 C-295 MW 

medium transport aircraft for the Indian Air 

Force under the Make-in-India initiative in 

the aerospace sector. 
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 The C-295MW aircraft will be purchased from 

Airbus Defence and Space S.A., Spain. 

 

Features: 

 

  rear ramp door for quick 

reaction and para-dropping of troops and 

cargo. 

 It will be installed with the indigenous 

Electronic Warfare Suite. 

Replacement: 

 

  replace with Indian Air Force’s ageing fleet 

of Avro-748 planes. 

 

 The Avro-748 planes are a British-origin 

twin-engine turboprop, military transport 

and freighter with a 6-tonne freight 

capacity. 
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Capacity: 

 

 The C-295 MW is a transport aircraft of 5-10 

tonne capacity with contemporary 

technology. 

 

Project Execution: 

 

 Airbus will supply the first 16 aircraft in 

fly away condition while the remaining 

40 will be assembled in India by TASL. 

 Airbus Defence and Space and Tata 

Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) will 

jointly execute the project to equip the air 

force with the new transport aircraft under the 

Make-in-India initiative in the aerospace 

sector. 

 

Significance of the Deal: 

 

       1)Private Sector Participation:  

    2)Boosts Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan:  

       3)Boost MSMEs: 
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       4)  Reduce Import Dependence 

 

    5)Employment Generation:  

    6)Infra Development 

 

Source:PIB 
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First dugong conservation in India 

        

      paper lll:Environment 

 

 

 

Why in news: India’s first Dugong conservation 

reserve will be built in Tamil Nadu for the 

conservation of Dugong, a marine animal that has 

been enlisted vulnerable to extinction on a global 

scale by the World Conservation Union (IUCN). 
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About Dugong Conservation  

 The reserve will spread over an area of 500 km 

in Palk Bay on the southeast coast of Tamil 

Nadu. 

  Palk Bay is a semi-enclosed shallow water body 

with a water depth maximum of 13 meters.  

 Located between India and Sri Lanka along the 

Tamil Nadu coast, the dugong is a flagship 

species in the region. 

Why Dugong called “The sea cow” 

 Dugong or the sea cow is the State animal of 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands.  

 This endangered marine species survive on 

seagrass and other aquatic vegetation found in 

the area.  
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 It is the only herbivorous mammal that is strictly 

marine and is the only extant species in the 

family Dugongidae. 

 Dugongs are usually about three-meter long and 

weigh about 400 kg. Dugongs have an expanded 

head and trunk-like upper lip.  

 Elephants are considered to be their closest 

relatives. However, unlike dolphins and other 

cetaceans, sea cows have two nostrils and no 

dorsal fin. 

 Distributed in shallow tropical waters in the 

Indo-Pacific region, in India, they are found in 

the Gulf of Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay, 

and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

Causes of extinction 

 Having being declared vulnerable, the marine 

animal calls for conserving efforts. Studies have 

suggested the reasons for the extinction of the 

animal such as slow breeding rate, fishing, and 

the loss of habitat. 
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 Dugongs are long-living animals, that have a 

low reproductive rate, long generation time, and 

high investment in each offspring.  

 The female dugongs do not bear their first calf 

until they are at least 10 and up to 17 years old. 

 A dugong population is unlikely to increase 

more than 5% per year. They take a long time to 

recover due to the slow breeding rate. 

Source:Air News 
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Chandrayaan-2: 

Paper lll 

 Awareness in space. 

 

 

 

Why in news:  Chandrayaan-2 

mission have, in two years, gathered a 
wealth of new information that has added to 
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our knowledge about the Moon and its 
environment. 

 

Findings: 

 Presence of water molecules on 
moon: The mission has given the most 
precise information about the presence of 
H2O molecules on the Moon till date. 

 Presence of Minor elements: Chromium, 
manganese and Sodium have been 
detected for the first time through remote 
sensing. The finding can lay the path for 
understanding magmatic evolution on the 
Moon and deeper insights into the nebular 
conditions as well as planetary 
differentiation.  

 Information about solar flares: A large 
number of microflares outside the active 
region have been observed for the first time, 
and according to ISRO, this “has great 
implications on the understanding of the 
mechanism behind heating of the solar 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/29/water-on-the-moon/&ved=2ahUKEwif2MOzmvbyAhVExTgGHa_pAb0QFnoECCAQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2o7VZVYLyW1i3aWpPPY6QM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/29/water-on-the-moon/&ved=2ahUKEwif2MOzmvbyAhVExTgGHa_pAb0QFnoECCAQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2o7VZVYLyW1i3aWpPPY6QM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/29/water-on-the-moon/&ved=2ahUKEwiLiISBm_byAhVhyjgGHYWhC88QFnoECAcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2o7VZVYLyW1i3aWpPPY6QM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/29/water-on-the-moon/&ved=2ahUKEwiLiISBm_byAhVhyjgGHYWhC88QFnoECAcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2o7VZVYLyW1i3aWpPPY6QM
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/04/parker-solar-probe-3/&ved=2ahUKEwj5oYGFm_byAhX_zjgGHc-tBeAQFnoECBcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2Jibnh3sMNmDrPgIdM25iB


www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                          729 301 0102   

corona”, which has been an open problem 
for many decades. 

 Exploration of the permanently 
shadowed regions as well as craters and 
boulders underneath the regolith, the 
loose deposit comprising the top surface 
extending up to 3-4m in depth. This is 
expected to help scientists to zero in on 
future landing and drilling sites, including for 
human missions. 

 

About the Mission 

 

 The Chandrayaan-2 mission, which was lost 
after it hard landed on the dark side of 
the Moon in 2019, remains active in the 
form of its orbiter hovering over the Moon. 

 Scientists used the Solar X-ray Monitor 
(XSM) onboard Chandrayaan-2 in 
September 2019 to study the Sun. 

 The primary objective of Chandrayaan 2 
was to demonstrate the ability to soft-land 
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on the lunar surface and operate a robotic 
rover on the surface. 

 The mission consisted of an Orbiter of the 
Moon, Vikram (after Vikram Sarabhai) – 
the lander and Pragyan (wisdom) – the 
rover, all equipped with scientific 
instruments to study the moon. 

 

Source:Indian Express 

 

Thamirabarani Civilization 

Paper 1:History 
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Why in news: A study has revealed that the 

Thamirabarani civilization in Tamil Nadu is at 

least 3,200 years old. 

Key findings about Civilization 

 In a development that has the potential to 
rewrite the history of the Indian subcontinent, a 
US-based lab has carbon-dated the 
remaining discovered from an ancient 
civilization in Tamil Nadu to at least 3,200 
years. 

 The finding has established that the Porunai 
River (Thamirabarani) civilization dates 
back to 3,200 years. 

 The results of the Beta Analytic Testing showed 
that rice and soil existed dates back to 
1155 BCE. 

 This is the oldest civilization perhaps, older 
than the Vaigai civilization which is believed 
to be 2,600 years old. 
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 The findings of artefacts at the excavation sites 
proves that the civilisation existed prior to 
4th century BC. 

 A silver coin that was found at the 
Keezhadi excavation with sun, moon 
engravings belong to 4th century BC, that 
is prior to the Mauryan Emperor Ashoka’s 
period. 

 Chief Minister M.K. Stalin said in the assembly 
that a museum will be set up at Tirunelveli to 
exhibit findings from the excavations, at a cost 
of Rs.15 crore. The museum will be called 
Porunai, an ancient name for the Thamirabarani 
river. 

Future Excavations to find Tamil Roots 

 The Tamil Nadu government will now 

conduct archaeological excavations in 

neighbouring states and countries in 

search of Tamil roots. 

 In the first phase, studies would be 

undertaken at the ancient port of Musiri 

now known as Pattanam, in Kerala. Similar 
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studies would also be conducted at Vengi 

in Andhra Pradesh and Palur in Odisha.  

 Tamil Nadu Archaeology Department would 

also conduct research at Quseir al-Qadim 

and Pernica Anekke in Egypt as well as 

in Khor Rori in Oman to establish the 

Tamils trade relations with these 

countries.where king Rajendra Chola had 

established supremacy. 

 

Source:Hindu 
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Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik 

                    Paper lll: Awarness in space 
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Why in news: The Civil Aviation Ministry has 
announced its agenda over the next 100 days. 
It includes: Launching 50 new routes under 
the UDAN scheme.  And Rationalising the 
value added tax (VAT) charged on aviation 
turbine fuel (ATF).  

 About Scheme 

This scheme is a part of the National Civil 
Aviation Policy (NCAP) and is funded jointly by 
the GoI and the state governments. The 
following are its salient features: 

 The scheme duration is for 10 years 

 Airlines participating in UDAN are selected 
through a competitive bidding process 

 The Central government will provide the 
following: 

o Subsidy to cover Value Gap funding 
(VGF) for participating airlines 

o Concessional GST on tickets booked 
using the scheme 

o Codesharing for flights under the policy 

 State Governments will extend the following 
measures: 
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o GST reduction to 1% for 10 years 

o Coordination with oil companies to 
facilitate refuelling facilities 

o Provide land for airport and ancillary 
development 

o Trained security personnel 

o Utilities at subsidised rates 

o 20% of VGF 

 Airport operators such as AAI will provide 
the following concessions: 

o No parking, landing and storage 
charges at participating airports 

o Nil TNLC (Terminal Navigation Landing 
Charges) 

o Allow ground handling by the airline 
selected through the bidding process 

o RNCF (Route Navigation and 
Facilitation Charges) will be discounted 
to 42.4% of normal rates by the Airports 
Authority of India 

Value Gap Funding is not provided to cargo 
airlines. All other terms and conditions remain 
the same as passenger airlines. The fares are 
graded based on distance and flight hours for 
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both fixed-wing and rotary-wing services. The 
RCS subsidy is funded by a levy of Rs 5000 per 
flight on major routes. Flights regulated under 
this policy framework can be booked from the 
UDAN website and major travel portals by 
passengers. 

 

Holistic view of UDAN 

UDAN 1.0 

 Under this phase, 5 airlines companies 
were awarded 128 flight routes to 70 
airports (including 36 newly made 
operational airports) 

UDAN 2.0 

 In 2018, the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
announced 73 underserved and unserved 
airports. 

 For the first time, helipads were also 
connected under phase 2 of UDAN scheme. 

UDAN 3.0 

Key Features of UDAN 3 included: 
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 Inclusion of Tourism Routes under UDAN 3 
in coordination with the Ministry of Tourism. 

 Inclusion of Seaplanes for connecting Water 
Aerodromes. 

 Bringing in a number of routes in the North-
East Region under the ambit of UDAN. 

UDAN 4.0: 

The 4th round of UDAN was launched in 
December 2019 with a special focus on North-
Eastern Regions, Hilly States, and Islands. 

 The airports that had already been 
developed by the Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) are given higher priority for the award 
of VGF (Viability Gap Funding) under the 
Scheme. 

 Under UDAN 4, the operation of helicopters 
and seaplanes is also been incorporated. 

 

SOURCE:The Hindu 
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