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First dose of vaccine for all eligible 

people in Goa 
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Why in news 

GOA CHIEF Minister Pramod Sawant on Friday 

announced that the state had administered the first 

dose of the vaccine against Covid-19 to 100 per cent 

of its eligible population and congratulated the 

state’s doctors and health workers 

 

Key points 

 Goa has become the second state in India 
to complete 100% covid vaccination of the 
first dose for all its eligible residents. 

 Himachal Pradesh was the first state to 
achieve this feat. 

 

Source:PIB 
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Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric 

Project (SLHEP) 

 

Why in News 

Despite National Green Tribunal's order of not 

resuming construction or concretization work at 

Lower Subansiri Hydroelectric Project (LSHP) 

till safety issues are resolved, massive 
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concretization has been carried out at the 

Subansiri hydroelectric project. 

 

Key points about Subansiri projects 

 Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric 
Project (SLHEP), is an under-
construction gravity dam on the Subansiri 
river along the border of Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh. 
 

o Subansiri River (gold river), originates in 
the Tibet Plateau and enters India through 
Miri hills in Arunachal Pradesh. 

o It is the largest tributary of Brahmaputra 
River. 

 Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project had 
been kept pending due to local agitation 
over several dam safety and administrative 
issues involved in the implementation of the 
project like: 
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o SLHEP contravenes the 1980 
Brahmaputra Board Act by transferring 
the work of Water Resources Department 
of Subansiri Basin from the Brahmaputra 
Board to the public and private sector. 

o Increased seismic threat level to the dam, 
assessed by Indian Institute of Technology 
at Roorkee. 

 

What is Gravity Dam 

 Gravity dam is constructed 
from concrete or cement (unlike mud and 
masonry stones used in embankment). 

 It is designed to hold back water by primarily 
utilising the weight of the material alone to 
resist the horizontal pressure of water 
pushing against it. 

Majour Controversial Dams in India 

 Sardar Sarovar Dam: The Sardar Sarovar 
Dam is a gravity dam (2nd largest concrete 
gravity dam by volume in the world) on 
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the Narmada river near Navagam, Gujarat. 
 

o Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
and Rajasthan, receive water and 
electricity supplied from the dam. 

o Dam is alleged to displace around 2.5 lakh 
villagers. 

 MullaPeriyar Dam: It is a gravity dam on 
the Periyar River in Idukki 
district of Kerala but it is owned and 
operated by the Tamil Nadu government. 
 

o There is an ongoing contention between 
Kerala and Tamilnadu governments over 
the height of the dam. 

 Polavaram project: It is an under-
construction multi-purpose 
National project on the Godavari River in 
the West Godavari District and East Godavari 
District in Andhra Pradesh. 
 

o The project will submerge villages in 
Chhattisgarh and Odisha. 
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 Kishanganga Hydroelectric Plant is a run-
of-the-river hydroelectric scheme that is 
designed to divert water from the 
Kishanganga River to a power plant in 
the Jhelum River basin and is located 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
 

o World Bank’s court of arbitration failed to 
resolve the dispute between India and 
Pakistan over Indus water treaty issue. 

Source:Air News 
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Prime Minister has addressed 

the International Bharati Festival 

2020 

Paper l: Art and culture and History 

 

Why in News 

 The event celebrates the 138th birth 
anniversary (11th December 2020) of Tamil 
poet and writer Mahakavi Subramanya 
Bharati. 

 Scholar Shri Seeni Viswanathan received 
the Bharathi Award for this year. 

 

Who is Subramanya Bharati 
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o Birth: 11th December 1882, in Ettayapuram, 
Madras Presidency. 

o Brief Profile: An outstanding Indian writer 
of the nationalist period (1885-1920) who is 
regarded as the father of the modern Tamil 
style. 
 

 He is also known as ‘Mahakavi 
Bharathiyar’. 

 His strong sense of social justice drove 
him to fight for self-determination. 

 

What are the contributions in Freedom fight 

 

 After 1904, he joined the Tamil daily 
newspaper Swadesamitran. 
 

 This exposure to political affairs led to 
his involvement in the extremist wing 
of the Indian National Congress 
(INC) party. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/important-indian-national-congress-sessions
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/important-indian-national-congress-sessions


www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                        729 301 0102 

 

 

 In order to proclaim its revolutionary ardour, 
Bharathi had the weekly newspaper 
named ‘India’ printed in red paper. 
 

 It was the first paper in Tamil Nadu to 
publish political cartoons. 

 He also published and edited a few 
other journals like “Vijaya”. 

 He attended the annual sessions of 
INC and discussed national issues with 
extremist leaders like Bipin Chandra 
Pal, B.G. Tilak and V.V.S. Iyer. 
 

 His participation and activities 
in Benaras Session (1905) and Surat 
Session (1907) of the INC impressed 
many national leaders for his patriotic 
fervour. 

 He published the sensational “Sudesa 
Geethangal” in 1908. 

 Bharati’s reaction to the Russian 
Revolutions of 1917, in a poem entitled 
“Pudiya Russia” (“The New 
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Russia”), offers a fascinating example of 
the poet’s political philosophy. 

 He was forced to flee to 
Pondicherry (now Puducherry), a French 
colony, where he lived in exile from 1910 
to 1919. 

 During this time, Bharati’s nationalistic 
poems and essays were popular 
successes. 

 Source:PIB 
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Swami Vivekananda 

 

 

 

Paper ll: Modern Indian history from about the 
middle of the eighteenth century until the 
present- significant events, personalities, 

issues. 
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Why in News? 

2021 marked the 128th anniversary of 
the historic Chicago Address of Swami 
Vivekananda. 

 

 

Who is  Swami Vivekanada? 

 He was an ardent disciple of Sri 

Ramakrishna Paramahansa 

 He pushed for national integration in 
colonial India 

  his famous speech remains as the one 
that he gave in Chicago in 1893 
(Parliament of the World Religions). 

 In 1984 the Government of India declared 
that 12 January, the birthday of Swami 
Vivekananda, will be celebrated 
as National Youth Day. 
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Majour books 

 Raja Yoga’,  

 Jnana Yoga’, 

  ‘Karma Yoga 

 

Famous contributions 

1. He is known to have introduced the 
Hindu philosophies of Yoga and 
Vedanta to the West. 

2. He formed the Ramakrishna 
Mission in 1897 “to set in motion a 
machinery which will bring noblest ideas to 
the doorstep of even the poorest and the 
meanest.” 

3. In 1899, he established the Belur 
Math, which became his permanent 
abode. 

4. He preached ‘neo-Vedanta’, an 
interpretation of Hinduism through a 
Western lens, and believed in combining 
spirituality with material progress. 

Source:The Hindu 
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Iran to allow nuclear surveillance 
under IAEA 

 

Paper ll:International Relation 
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Why in News 

 

Iran has agreed to allow international 

inspectors from the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) to install new 

memory cards into surveillance cameras 

at its sensitive nuclear sites and to 

continue filming there, potentially 

averting a diplomatic showdown this 

week. 

 

 

 

About International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) 

 The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
is an international organization that seeks to 
promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy and 
to inhibit its use for any military purpose, 
including nuclear weapons. 
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 As the preeminent nuclear watchdog under the 
UN, the IAEA is entrusted with the task of 
upholding the principles of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty of 1970. 

 It was established as an autonomous 
organization on July 29, 1957, at the height of 
the Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union. 

 Though established independently of the UN 
through its own international treaty, the agency 
reports to both the UN General Assembly and 
the UNSC. 

 

Safeguard mechanisam 

 Safeguards are activities by which the IAEA can 
verify that a State is living up to its international 
commitments not to use nuclear programs for 
nuclear weapons purposes. 

 Safeguards are based on assessments of the 
correctness and completeness of a State’s 
declared nuclear material and nuclear-related 
activities. 
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 Verification measures include on-site 
inspections, visits, and ongoing monitoring and 
evaluation. 

Source:The Hindu 
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