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Judicial balancing of various 
constitutional rights 

 
 Paper 2: Executive & Judiciary 

 

 
 
 

Why in news? 

The Tamil Nadu government appointed 24 

trained archakas (priests) in temples across the 

State. In the weeks since, a series of writ 

petitions have been filed before the Madras 

High Court assailing these appointments. 
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Challenges 

 The Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (HR&CE), 1959, is the governing 
law on the administration of Hindu temples and 
religious institutions. 

 In 1971, Section 55 of the HR&CE Act was 
amended to abolish hereditary priesthood. 

 Removal of caste-based discrimination: In 
2006, the amendment provided for the 
appointment of sufficiently trained Hindus 
irrespective of their caste as archakas to Hindu 
temples by the government. 

 Challenges in the Court: Challenges to both 
amendments were taken to the Supreme Court, 
which upheld the law, as amended. 

  In Seshammal v. Union (1972), the Supreme 
Court observed that the amendment to the 
HR&CE Act abolishing hereditary priesthood 
did not mean that the government intended to 
bring about any “change in the rituals and 
ceremonies”. 

 Constitutional legitimacy: In Adi Saiva 
Sivachariyargal v. Govt. of Tamil Nadu (2015), 
the Supreme Court observed that “the  
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 constitutional legitimacy, naturally, must 
supersede all religious beliefs or practices”. 

 The Court further went on to state that 
appointments should be tested on a case-by-
case basis and any appointment that is not in 
line with the Agamas will be against 
the constitutional freedoms enshrined under 
Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution. 

 

 

What can be more done 

 Building on the Sabrimala case: The 
constitutional courts will now be called upon to 
build on the gains of the Sabarimala case when 
it comes to administration of temples, insofar as 
it concerns matters that are not essentially 
religious. 

 Dealing with the gender bias: The Supreme 
Court, in Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of  
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 India (2018), interpreted Article 15 as being 
wide, progressive and intersectional. 

 Today, while most of the debate is around 
whether men from all caste groups can 
become archakas, we have failed to recognise 
the gender bias inherent in these 
discussions. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Asymmetric federalism in Manipur 
 

 Paper 2:  Polity Federalism 

 

 

Why in news: 

The dissolution of Article 370 in 2019 and the 

integrationist approach followed by Manipur 

government were in lines with the majoritarian 

idea of homogenous nation opposing the 

asymmetric federalism. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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India’s Federalism 

 Nations are described as ‘federal’ or ‘unitary’, 
depending on the way in which governance is 
organised. 

 In a unitary set-up, the Centre has plenary 
powers of administration and legislation, with its 
constituent units having little autonomy. 

 In a federal arrangement, the constituent units 
are identified on the basis of region or ethnicity 
and conferred varying forms of autonomy or 
some level of administrative and legislative 
powers. 

 In India, the residuary powers of legislation, that 
is the power to make law in a field not specified 
in the Constitution, is vested in Parliament. 

 Hence India has a quasi-federal framework. 

 

Why is it said that India has asymmetric 
federalism? 

 There are some differences in the way some 

States and other constituent units of the Indian 

Union relate to the Centre. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 This creates a notable asymmetry in the way 

Indian federalism works. 

 Article 370, Art 371, Art 371A to Art 371H 

contains special provisions for certain states 

 The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution contains 

provisions for the administration of tribal areas 

in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram 

through autonomous councils 

 

What is the case of Manipur? 

 Article 371C of the Constitution 

contains special provisions with respect to 

Manipur 

1. The President may provide for the 

constitution of a committee of elected 

members from the Hill areas in the 

Assembly 

2. It entrust “special responsibility” to the 

Governor to ensure its proper functioning. 

 Recent attempts by Manipur government has 

been viewed as a move to delegitimise the 

demand for constitutional asymmetry 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 The Manipur (Hill Areas) Autonomous 

District Council (Amendment) Bill, 

2021 seeks to increase the autonomy by 

increasing the  membership of the six district 

councils to 31 members each and securing more 

powers to the councils 

 The government stalled the introduction and 

passage of the bill terming it to be sensitive 

 Induction of nine Assembly members from the 

valley areas into the Hill Areas Committee is 

seen as a direct assault on the constitutional 

protection conferred under Article 371C 

 Recent attempts of declaring areas around Chivu 

in the Indo-Myanmar border as a protected site 

and replacement of one of the three controversial 

monoliths, invoking the Forest Reserve Act are 

matters of concern 

 Also the hill areas attracted barely 1.91% out of 

Rs. 21,900 crore budgetary expenditure of 

Manipur from 2017-18 to 2020-21 

Source: The Hindu 
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Formation of Quadrilateral Security 

Dialogue 

 

Why in news? 

The White House announced that US President will 

be hosting the first in-person meeting of the Quad 

countries.  

What is the background of formation of Quad? 

 Following the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, the 

four countries  created an informal alliance to 

collaborate on disaster relief efforts 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 In 2007, then PM of Japan, Shinzo Abe, 

formalised the alliance as the Quadrilateral 

Security Dialogue 

 In 2017, with the rising threat of China, the four 

countries revived the Quad  broadening the 

objectives to establish a rules-based international 

order 

 Four countries are Australia, India, Japan 
and the United States 

 Objectives of Quad? 

 Maritime security recommitting to a shared 

vision for a free, open, resilient and inclusive 

Indo-Pacific region 

 Combating the Covid-19 crisis, especially 

vaccine diplomacy 

 Addressing the risks of climate change 

 Creating an ecosystem for investment in the 

region 

 Boosting technological innovation 

Major  challenges? 

 Quad is not structured like a typical multilateral 

organisation and lacks a secretariat and any 

permanent decision-making body 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Although exercises such as Malabar naval 

exercise are conducted, Quad does not include 

provisions for collective defence 

 China opposed the formation of Quad and has 

branded it an emerging “Asian NATO” 

Why is Quad significant with respect to China? 

 China’s actions in the South China Sea and its 

attempts to extend its sphere of influence 

through initiatives such as One Belt One Road 

Project (OBOR)  are viewed as a threat by Quad 

members 

 U.S. charges China for aiming to subvert the 

international rules-based order 

 Japan and Australia are concerned about China’s 

expanding presence in the South and East China 

Sea 

 Australia passed foreign interference laws in 

2018 which China responded to by restricting 

trade to Canberra 

 India is also wary of Beijing’s China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor and LAC standoffs that 

affects India’s territorial integrity 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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What opportunities are lying ahead? 

 Quad members have indicated willingness to 

expand the partnership through a so-

called Quad Plus that would include South 

Korea, New Zealand, and Vietnam amongst 

others. 

 Although the Quad is perceived to be anti-

China, there is no direct reference to China or 

military security 

 QUAD provides a geostrategic vision for India 

to balance China via global networking but its 

neighbourhood first policy should also not take 

backseat 

  

Source: The Indian Expres 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                                                                                                                                                    www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                    7293010102 

 

Groundswell report 

 

Why in News 

Groundswell report released by the World 
Bank indicated that climate change could force 
216 million people across six world regions to 
move within their countries by 2050. 

What is  Report says 
 

o First Groundswell Report: It was published 
in 2018 and used a robust and novel 
modeling approach to understand the 
scale, trajectory, and spatial patterns of 
future climate migration within 
countries, with a focus on three regions: 
Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin 
America. 

o Second Groundswell Report: It builds on 
the first report, applying the same approach 
to three new regions: the Middle East and 
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North Africa, East Asia and the 
Pacific, and Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia. 
 

Major Significance: 
 

 The two reports’ combined findings 
provide, for the first time, a global picture 
of the potential scale of internal climate 
migration across the six World Bank 
regions. 

 

Findings of the Report 
 

o Internal Climate Migrants: As many as 216 
million people could be internal climate 
migrants across the six World Bank regions 
(by 2050). This represents almost 3% of 
these regions’ total projected population. 
 

 Sub-Saharan Africa: 85.7 million internal 
climate migrants (4.2% of the total 
population); 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 East Asia and the Pacific: 48.4 million 
(2.5%); 

 South Asia: 40.5 million (1.8%); 

 North Africa: 19.3 million (9 %); 

 Latin America: 17.1 million (2.6%); and 

 Eastern Europe and Central Asia: 5.1 
million (2.3%). 

o Most Vulnerable Region: The scale of 
internal climate migration will be largest in 
the poorest and most climate-vulnerable 
regions. 
 

 SubSaharan Africa: The most vulnerable 
region due to desertification, fragile 
coastlines and the population's 
dependence on agriculture - would see 
the most migrants. 

 North Africa: It is predicted to have 
the largest proportion of climate migrants 
(9%). 
 

 This is due to a great extent to severe 
water scarcity, as well as the impacts 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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of sea-level rise on densely populated 
coastal areas and in the Nile Delta. 

o South Asia: In South Asia, Bangladesh is 
particularly affected by flooding and crop 
failures, accounting for almost half of the 
predicted climate migrants, with 19.9 million 
people, including an increasing number of 
women, moving by 2050. 

 

Policy Recommendations: 
 

1)Reduce Emission: 
 

 Five years after the Paris Agreement, the 
world is still headed for at least 3°C of 
warming by 2100. 

 Ambitious action to curb global emissions 
is critical to reducing the burden of 
climate change impacts on key 
resources, livelihood systems, and urban 
centers that may drive people to migrate 
in distress. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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2)Inclusive and Resilient Development 
Pathways: 
 

 Integrating internal climate migration in 
development planning is critical to 
address the poverty factors that make 
people particularly vulnerable to climate 
change impacts, such as a lack of viable 
livelihood options and lower quality 
assets. 

3)Plan for Each Phase of 
Migration: Planning for internal climate 
migration means accounting for all phases 
of migration - before, during, and after 
moving. 
 

 Before migration, adapt-in-place 
solutions can help communities stay in 
place where local adaptation options are 
viable and sensible. 

 During migration, policies and 
investments can enable mobility for 
people who need to move away from 
unavoidable climate risks. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 After migration, planning can ensure that 
both sending and receiving areas are 
well equipped to meet the needs and 
aspirations of their populations. 

4)Investments: More investments are 
needed in research at scale, including new, 
more granular data sources and 
differentiated climate change impacts, to 
better contextualize and understand 
internal climate migration at the regional 
and country level. 

 

Source:Down To Earth 
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Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare signed in Digital Agriculture. 

 

Paper lll:E-Technology in aid of farmers 

 

What is digital agriculture 

Digital Agriculture is “ICT (Information and 
Communication Technologies) and data 
ecosystems to support the development and 
delivery of timely, targeted information and 
services to make farming profitable and 
sustainable while delivering safe nutritious 
and affordable food for all.” 

Major Benefits: 

 Increases agriculture productivity. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Prevents soil degradation. 

 Reduces chemical application in crop 
production. 

 Efficient use of water resources. 

 Disseminates modern farm practices to 
improve the quality, quantity and reduced 
cost of production. 

 Changes the socio-economic status of 
farmers. 

 

Challenges: 

 High Capital Costs: It discourages the 
farmers to adopt digital methods of farming. 

 Small Land Holdings: Indian farms are 
very small in size and 1-2 acres farm plots 
are the most common. Also, agricultural 
land leasing under various arrangements is 
widely prevalent in India. 

 Renting and Sharing Practices: Due to 
both limited financial resources and small 
farm plots, renting and sharing platforms 
rather than outright purchase for equipment 
and machinery like tractors, harvesters etc. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Illiteracy in Rural Area: The lack of basic 
computer literacy hinders the fast 
development of e-Agriculture. 

 

Government Initiatives: 

o AgriStack: The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare has planned creating 
‘AgriStack’ - a collection of technology-based 
interventions in agriculture. It will create a 
unified platform for farmers to provide them 
end to end services across the agriculture 
food value chain. 

o Digital Agriculture Mission: This has 
been initiated for 2021 -2025 by the 
government for projects based on new 
technologies like artificial intelligence, block 
chain, remote sensing and GIS technology, 
use of drones and robots etc. 

o Unified Farmer Service Platform 
(UFSP): UFSP is a combination of Core 
Infrastructure, Data, Applications and Tools 
that enable seamless interoperability of 
various public and private IT systems in the 
agriculture ecosystem across the country. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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UFSP is envisaged to play the following 
role: 

 Act as a central agency in the agri 
ecosystem (like UPI in the e Payments) 

 Enables Registration of the Service 
Providers (public and private) and 
the Farmer Services. 

 Enforces various rules and 
validations required during the service 
delivery process. 

 Acts as a Repository of all the applicable 
standards, API’s (Application 
Programming Interface) and formats. 

 Act as a medium of data 
exchange amongst various schemes and 
services to enable comprehensive delivery 
of services to the farmer. 

o National e-Governance Plan in Agriculture 
(NeGP-A): A Centrally Sponsored Scheme, 
it was initially launched in 2010-11 in 7 
pilot States, which aims to achieve rapid 
development in India through use of ICT for 
timely access to agriculture related 
information to the farmers. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 In 2014-15, the scheme was further 
extended for all the remaining States and 2 
UTs. 

o Other Digital Initiatives: Kisan Call 
Centres, Kisan Suvidha App, Agri Market 
App, Soil Health Card (SHC) Portal, etc. 

 

Source:The Hindu 
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