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International Day for the Preservation 

of the Ozone layer 
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Why in News 

Every year, 16th September is observed as 
the International Day for the Preservation of 
the Ozone layer (World Ozone Day). 
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Define Ozone 

 
 

o It is a special form of oxygen with the 
chemical formula O3. The oxygen we 
breathe and that is so vital to life on earth is 
O2. 

o Most ozone resides high up in the 
atmosphere, between 10 and 40km above 
Earth's surface. This region is called 
the stratosphere and it contains about 
90% of all the ozone in the atmosphere. 

 

Types of Ozone 
 

1)Good Ozone: 
 

 Ozone occurs naturally in the Earth's 
upper atmosphere (Stratosphere) 
where it forms a protective layer that 
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shields us from the sun's harmful 
ultraviolet rays. 

 This “good” ozone is gradually being 
destroyed by man-made chemicals 
referred to as Ozone-Depleting 
Substances (ODS), including 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), 
hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs), 
halons, methyl bromide, carbon 
tetrachloride, and methyl chloroform. 

 

2)Bad Ozone: 
 

 In the Earth's lower atmosphere 
(troposphere) near ground level, ozone 
is formed when pollutants emitted by 
cars, power plants, industrial boilers, 
refineries, chemical plants, and other 
sources react chemically in the presence 
of sunlight. 
 

 Surface level ozone is a harmful air 
pollutant. 
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2021 Theme: 
 

o Montreal Protocol – Keeping us, our 
food, and vaccines cool. 

 

Major findings till now 

 

o After the Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that deplete the ozone layer 
signed by almost every country in 1987, 
the United Nation General Assembly, in 
1994, proclaimed this day as 
the International Day for the Prevention 
of the Ozone Layer. 
 

 The Montreal Protocol has led to the 
phase-out of 99% of ozone-depleting 
chemicals in refrigerators, air-
conditioners and many other products. 

 The latest Scientific Assessment of 
Ozone Depletion completed in 2018, 
shows that parts of the ozone layer 
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have recovered at a rate of 1-3% per 
decade since 2000. 

 Ozone layer protection efforts have 
also contributed to the fight 
against climate change by averting an 
estimated 135 billion tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalent emissions, from 1990 
to 2010. 

 In September 2009, the Vienna 
Convention and the Montreal 
Protocol became the first treaties in the 
history of the United Nations to achieve 
universal ratification. 
 

 Establishment of a mechanism for 
cooperation to take action to protect 
the ozone layer was formalized in 
the Vienna Convention in 1985. 

o In 2016 as a continuation of the global 
effort the Parties to the Montreal 
Protocol reached agreement at their 
28th Meeting of the Parties in Kigali, 
Rwanda to phase-
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down hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). 
 

 Recently, the Indian Government 
approved the ratification of the Kigali 
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol. 

 

Source :Down To Earth 

 

Shoonya Campaign 

Paper ll:Government Policies and Interventions 
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Why in News 

 NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute 
(RMI) and RMI India’s have launched 
the Shoonya Campaign. 

1)It is an initiative to promote zero-pollution 
delivery vehicles by working with consumers 
and industry. 

2)RMI is an independent nonprofit 
organization founded in 1982. 

 

What is mean by Shoonya Campaign: 
 

o Electric Deliveries: The campaign aims 
to accelerate adoption of Electric 
Vehicles (EVs) in the urban deliveries 
segment and create consumer 
awareness about the benefits of zero-
pollution delivery. 

o Shoonya Brand: A corporate 
branding and certification programme is 
being launched to recognise and promote 
industry’s efforts towards transitioning to 
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EVs for final-mile deliveries. 
 

 It will help e-commerce companies to 
distinguish their offerings from those of 
their competitors. 

o Online Tracking Platform : An online 
tracking platform will share the campaign’s 
impact through data such as vehicle 
kilometers electrified, carbon savings, 
criteria pollutant savings and other benefits 
from clean delivery vehicles. 

 

Need of the hour 
 

o Growing E-Commerce Market: Between 
2013 and 2017, India’s online retail market 
grew at an average rate of 53% each year 
and is expected to become a $150 billion 
market by 2022. 
 

 By shifting the end-transportation of 
goods from the consumer, this has 
dramatically expanded the fleets of 
delivery vehicles. 
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o Reduce Emissions: Urban freight vehicles 
account for 10% of freight transportation-
related CO2 emissions in India, and these 
emissions are expected to grow by 114% 
by 2030. 
 

 EVs emit no tailpipe emissions, which 
can contribute immensely to an improved 
air quality. 

 Even when accounting for their 
manufacture, they emit 15-40% less CO2 
compared to their internal combustion 
engine counterparts and have lower 
operational cost. 

o Energy Security: Shifting towards EVs will 
help India to reduce oil dependency while 
solving the challenge of energy scarcity 
and moving towards renewable and clean 
sources of energy. 
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Major Challenges: 
 

o Technological: India is technologically 
deficient in the production of electronics 
that form the backbone of the EV industry, 
such as batteries, semiconductors, 
controllers, etc. 

o Infrastructural Support: The lack of clarity 
over AC versus DC charging stations, grid 
stability and range anxiety (fear that 
batteries will soon run out of power) are 
other factors that hinder the growth of the 
EV industry. 

o Availability of Materials for Domestic 
Production: Battery is the single most 
important component of EVs. India does 
not have any known reserves 
of lithium and cobalt which are required 
for battery production. 
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 India is dependent on countries like 
Japan and China for the import 
of lithium-ion batteries. 

o Lack of Skilled Workers: EVs have higher 
servicing costs and higher levels of skills is 
needed for servicing. India lacks dedicated 
training courses for such skill development. 

What are Initiatives Taken: 
 

o National Electric Mobility Mission Plan 
(NEMMP): NEMMP was launched in 2013 
with an aim to achieve national fuel security 
by promoting hybrid and electric vehicles in 
the country. 

o FAME Scheme: The Indian government 
has created momentum through its Faster 
Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid 
&) Electric Vehicles schemes that 
encourage, and in some segments 
mandates the adoption of EVs, with a goal 
of reaching 30% EV penetration by 2030. 

o National Mission on Transformative 
Mobility and Battery Storage: The 
Mission will recommend and drive the 
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strategies for transformative mobility and 
phased manufacturing programmes for 
EVs, EV Components and Batteries. 

o Fiscal Incentives: To spur the production 
and consumption of EVs and charging 
infrastructure - such as income tax rebates, 
exemption from customs duties, etc. 

o Source: PIB 

 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

Paper ll:Government Policies and Interventions 
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Why in News 

 The Supreme Court (SC) held that 
the Committee of Creditors (CoC) approved 
resolution plan under the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) submitted to  

 

 

the National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) cannot be modified. 

Insolvency Resolution Process in India: 
 

o Eligibility: Under IBC, companies (both 
private and public limited company) and 
Limited Liability Partnerships (LLP) can be 
considered as defaulting corporate 
debtors. 
 

 A corporate debtor is any corporate 
organization which owes a debt to any 
person. 

o Default Amount: The IBC can be triggered 
if there is a minimum default of Rs 1 
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Crore. This process can be triggered by 
way of filing an application before the 
NCLT. 

o Resolution Initiation: The process can 
be initiated by two classes of 
creditors which would include financial  

 

Creditors and operational creditors. 
 

 Creditors: A Creditor means any person 
to whom a debt is owed and includes a 
financial creditor, an operational creditor, 
etc. 

 Financial Creditors: The financial 
creditor in simple terms is the institution 
that provided money to the corporate 
entity in the form of loans, bonds etc. E.g. 
banks. 

 Operational Creditors: An operational 
creditor is the entity who has a claim for 
providing any of the four categories to the 
defaulted corporate- goods, services, 
employment and Government dues 
(central govt, state or local bodies). 
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o Appointment of Interim Resolution 
Professional: As soon as the matter is 
admitted by the NCLT, the NCLT proceeds 
with the appointment of an Interim 
Resolution Professional (IRP) who takes  

 

over the management of the defaulting debtor. 

o Committee of Creditors (CoC): A 
committee consisting only of the financial 
creditors i.e. the CoC is formed by the IRP. 
 

 

Only operational creditors having 
aggregate dues of at least 10% of the total 
debt are invited into the meeting of CoC 
(Operational creditors are not a member of 
CoC). The operational creditors don’t have 
any voting power. 

o Corporate Insolvency Resolution 
Process (CIRP): It includes necessary 
steps to revive the company such as 
raising fresh funds for operation, looking 
for a new buyer to sell the company as a 
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going concern, etc. 
 

 The CoC takes a decision regarding the 
future of the outstanding debt owed to it. 
The resolution plan can be implemented 
only if it has been approved by 66% of 
the creditors in the CoC. 

 

 

 

 

 The IBC (Amendment Bill), 2021 
introduced an alternate insolvency 
resolution process for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) with 
defaults up to Rs 1 crore called the Pre-
packaged Insolvency Resolution 
Process (PIRP). 

o Liquidation Proceedings: In the event a 
resolution plan is not submitted or not 
approved by the Committee of Creditors 
(CoC), the CIRP process is deemed to 
have failed. In such a situation the 
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liquidation proceedings commences subject 
to the order of the tribunal. 

 

 

Supreme Court Ruling: 
 

o No Modifications: The adjudicating 
authority cannot allow modifications or 
withdrawals of Resolution 
Plans approved by the Committee of 
Creditors at the behest of the successful 
Resolution Applicant, once the plan is 
submitted to it. 

 

 

 

o Timely Completion: Corporate 
Insolvency Resolution Process 
(CIRP) carried out under the IBC must be 
completed within 330 days as laid down 
by the Code. 
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 It quoted a report of the Parliamentary 
standing committee on finance which 
stated that 71% cases are pending for 
more than 180 days before NCLT 
(National Company Law Tribunal). 

 And asked the NCLT and the National 
Company Law Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT) to stick to this, and should 
therefore, while deciding IBC 
matters, respect the deadline keeping in 
mind the effect of such delays on the 
insolvency resolution process. 

 Judicial delay was one of the major 
reasons for the failure of the 
insolvency regime that was in 
effect prior to the IBC. 

 The time limit can be extended only in 
exceptional circumstances as  
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 Otherwise, the open-ended process for 
further negotiations or a 
withdrawal, would have a deleterious 
impact on the Corporate Debtor, its 
creditors, and the economy at large as the 
liquidation value depletes with the 
passage of time. 

 

Source: Indian Express 
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          India and Southeast Asia 

Paper ll:Bilateral groupings and agreements 

 

 

 
India and Southeast Asia: 
 
o India currently is working with ASEAN on 

multiple connectivity projects, through land, 
water, and air. 
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o Giving substance to ASEAN-India relations 
through connectivity will gradually change 
the geopolitical landscape of this region. 

 

 

o In this context, India has now been actively 
developing infrastructure in Northeastern 
India. 
 

 Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar 
(BCIM) Corridor is part of this. 

o These connectivity projects will not only 
curb existing insurgencies, but also help 
India’s northeastern states to develop their 
economic potential and integrate with 
mainland India. 

o Further, India-ASEAN Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) is central to India’s 
growing engagement with her eastern 
neighbours. 
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 It will enable small and medium-sized 
enterprises in the border areas to explore 
new business opportunities. 

 

India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway: 

 

 One of the flagship projects for land 
connectivity between ASEAN and India. 

 Connecting the three countries from Moreh 
in India to Mae Sot in Thailand to Bagan in 
Myanmar, was first proposed in 2002. 

 Besides this, the India, Myanmar, and 
Thailand Motor Vehicles Agreement (IMT 
MVA) is in the final stage. 
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 On realization, this will become the first-
ever cross border facilitation agreement 
between South and Southeast Asia. 

 

Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport 
Project (KMMTTP): 
 

 To develop connectivity through 
water, ASEAN and India are working 
on KMMTTP. 

 Initiated by the Indian government in 2008 
and is entirely funded by India. 

 To seek an alternative route through 
Myanmar for the transportation of goods 
to the northeast region of India. 

 Connects Kolkata in India to Sittwe and 
Paletwa in Myanmar by sea and river 
respectively. 

 Alongside this initiative, India has contributed 
to build a sea link via Sittwe port in Myanmar 
in order to enable an alternative transit 
route through Bangladesh. 
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Mekong-India Economic Corridor (MIEC): 
 

 Involves the integration of four Mekong 
countries – Vietnam, Myanmar, Thailand, 
and Cambodia - along with 
India, connecting Ho Chi Minh City, Dawei, 
Bangkok, and Phnom Penh with Chennai. 

 The corridor will provide opportunities for the 
participant countries to develop infrastructure, 
enhance their economic base with the region, 
and especially reduce the transit distance 
between India and ASEAN countries 

 

Source:PIB 
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AUKUS Partnership for Indo-Pacific 
Paper 2: Important International Institution 

 

Why in news 

The Biden administration has announced a new 

trilateral security partnership for the Indo-

Pacific, between Australia, the U.K., and the 

U.S. (AUKUS). 

What is AUKUS? 

 AUKUS, as the partnership is being called, will 
strive over the next 18 months to equip 
Australia with nuclear propulsion technology. 

 As part of this, Australia will acquire nuclear-
powered submarines with help from the UK and 
the US. 

 It will also involve a new architecture of 
meetings and engagements between the three 
countries, as well as cooperation across 
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emerging technologies (applied AI, quantum 
technologies and undersea capabilities). 

 Australia’s nuclear-powered submarines, when 
they deploy, will be armed with conventional 
weapons only and not nuclear weapons. 

Why such an alliance? 

 Tensions have been high between Australia 
and an increasingly assertive China, its largest 
trade partner. 

 Australia banned Chinese telecom giant 
Huawei in 2108 and its PM called for an 
investigation into the origins of COVID-19 last 
year. 

 China retaliated by imposing tariffs on or 
capping Australian exports. 

Not to substitute Quad or others 

 This alliance does not and will not supersede or 
outrank existing arrangements in the Indo-
Pacific region such as the Quad, which the US 
and Australia form with India and Japan, and 
ASEAN. 

 AUKUS will complement these groups and 
others. 
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Significance 

 There has been only one other time that the US 
has shared as “extremely sensitive” submarine 
propulsion technology — more than 60 years 
ago, back in 1958, with Great Britain. 

 The US is working to move past the 20-year 
war in Afghanistan and the chaotic U.S. exit 
from Kabul. 

 The Biden Administration has put countering 
China at the center of his economic and 
national security efforts, describing it as the 
biggest challenge of this era. 

 Source: The Hindu 
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