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Context  

Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) ruled 
that government aid to an institution is a matter of 
policy and it is not a fundamental right. 

 

Other related information 

 

 Article 30 of the Constitution of India (dealing 
with rights of minorities to establish and 
administer educational institutions) is subject to 
its own restrictions being reasonable. 

 

What are the key points 

1)Aid not a Fundamental Right: 
 

o The right of an institution, whether run by 
a majority or minority community, to get 
government aid is not a fundamental right. Both have 
to equally follow the rules and conditions of 
the aid. 

 

What is major Reason: 
 

o Government aid is a policy decision. It depends 
on various factors including the interests of the 
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institution itself and the ability of the government to 
understand the exercise. 

o Financial constraints and deficiencies are the 
factors which are considered relevant in taking any 
decision while giving aid, including both the decision 
to grant aid and the manner of disbursement of an 
aid. 

 Withdrawal of Aid: 
 

o If the government made a policy call to withdraw aid, 
an institution cannot question the decision as a 
matter of right. 

o If an institution does not want to accept and 
comply with the conditions accompanying such 
aid, it is well open to it to decline the grant and 
move in its own way. On the contrary, an institution 
can never be allowed to say that the grant of aid 
should be on its own terms. 

What is Article 30 says 

 Article 30 (1): All minorities, whether based on 
religion or language, shall have the right to 
establish and administer educational 
institutions of their choice. 

 Article 30(1A) deals with the fixation of the 
amount for acquisition of property of any 
educational institution established by minority groups. 

 Article 30(2) states that the government should not 
discriminate against any educational institution on 
the ground that it is under the management of a 
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minority, whether based on religion or language, while 
giving aid. 

 

Source:TH 

 

Lord Nataraj 

GS Paper - 1 - Indian Art Forms 

 

 

 

 

Context 

Recently, as many as 157 artefacts and 
antiquities were handed over to the Prime Minister by 
the United States including a bronze Nataraj figure. 
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Other related information 

 

 The list has a diverse set of items bas-relief panel of 
Revanta in sandstone made in the 10th century, 
56 terracotta pieces, several bronze figurines and 
copper objects, among others which mainly belong 
to 11th and 14th centuries. 

 It also includes an 18th-century sword in its sheath, 
with the inscription mentioning Guru Hargobind 
Singh in Persian, some historic 
antiquities comprise figurines relating 
to Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. 

 

Major key points  

 Nataraja (Lord of the Dance), the Hindu god 
Shiva in his form as the cosmic dancer, is 
represented in metal or stone in many Shaivite temples, 
particularly in South India. 
 

o It is an important piece of Chola sculpture. 

 The upper right-hand holds the drum, which 
signifies the sound of creation. All creations spring 
from the great sound of the damru. 

 The upper left-hand holds the eternal fire, which 
represents the destruction. Destruction is the 
precursor and inevitable counterpart of creation. 
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 The lower right hand is raised in the gesture 
of Abhay mudra signifying benediction and 
reassuring the devotee to not be afraid. 

 The lower left-hand points towards the upraised foot 
and indicates the path of salvation. 

 Shiva is dancing on the figure of a small dwarf. The 
dwarf symbolises ignorance and the ego of an 
individual. 

 Shiva is shown as the source of all movement 
within the cosmos and as the god whose doomsday 
dance, represented by the arch of flames, 
accompanies the dissolution of the universe at the end 
of an eon. 

 The matted and flowing locks of Shiva represent 
the flow of river Ganges. 

 In ornamentation, one ear of Shiva has a male earring 
while the other has a female. This represents the fusion 
of male and female and is often referred to 
as Ardhanarishwar. 

 A snake is twisted around the arm of Shiva. The snake 
symbolises the kundalini power, which resides in the 
human spine in the dormant stage. If aroused, one can 
attain true consciousness. 

 The Nataraja is surrounded by a nimbus of glowing 
lights which symbolises the vast unending cycles of 
time. 

 

Source: IE 
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Context 

Recently, the Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries has launched the Seed Capital 
Module under Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of 
Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) to 
help Self Help Groups (SHGs). 

Key information about this 
 

o It was launched on Deendayal Antyodaya 
Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods 
Mission (DAY-NULM) MIS (Management 
Information System) Portal for seed capital 
assistance to members of urban Self Help Groups 
working in the food processing sector in India. 

o The seed capital portal can be accessed for 
SHGs to avail the seed capital assistance. 
 

 Seed capital is the money raised to begin 
developing an idea for a business or a new 
product. 

o SHGs will be sensitized and motivated about the 
PMFME scheme to avail the benefits of seed 
capital for purchasing small tools and working 
capital. 
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What is PMFME Scheme says 
 

o It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme that was 
launched under the Atmanirbhar Bharat 
Abhiyan. 

o It aims to enhance the competitiveness of 
existing individual micro-enterprises in the 
unorganized segment of the food processing 
industry and promote formalization of the 
sector and provide support to Farmer Producer 
Organizations, Self Help Groups, and Producers 
Cooperatives along their entire value chain. 

o With an outlay of Rs.10,000 crore over a period of 
five years from 2020-21 to 2024-25, the 
scheme envisions to directly assist the 
2,00,000 micro food processing units for 
providing financial, technical, and business 
support for upgradation of existing micro food 
processing enterprises. 

 

 What are the Benefits under PMFME Scheme: 
 

o Capital assistance of Rs. 40,000 per SHG 
member. 

o Credit linked subsidy for capital investment up 
to 35% with a ceiling of Rs. 10 lakh. 

o Credit linked grant support up to 35% for 
establishing common infrastructure. 
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o Handholding support for DPR (Detailed Project 
Report) preparation. 

o Capacity building and training support. 

 

What are the Other major  Schemes Related to 
SHGs: 
 

o Government e-marketplace. 

o Agriculture Infrastructure Fund. 

o Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana 
(PMMSY) 

o Ambedkar Hastshilp Vikas Yojana (AHVY) 

o North East Rural Livelihood Project. 

o Mahila e-haat 

o Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP). 

 

Define DAY-NULM 

 It is Centrally Sponsored Scheme, launched in 
2014, aims to uplift urban poor by enhancing 
sustainable livelihood opportunities through skill 
development. 

 Its intended beneficiaries are urban poor (street 
vendors, slum dwellers, homeless, rag pickers), 
unemployed and differently-abled. It provides 
skill training and employment to these people. 
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o It also provides subsidies to urban poor i.e. interest 
subsidy of 5% – 7% for setting up individual micro-
enterprises with the loan of up to 2 lakhs and for 
group enterprises with a loan limit of up to Rs.10 
lakhs. 

 

Source:PIB 
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Context  

 Recently, the Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute (IARI) has developed the country’s first-
ever non-GM (genetically modified) herbicide-
tolerant rice varieties (Pusa Basmati 1979 and 
Pusa Basmati 1985). 

 

Other related information 

 

 These varieties can be directly seeded and 
significantly save water and labour compared to 
conventional transplanting. 

 ICAR-IARI is a deemed university. 

 

Major key points  

 About the New Varieties of Rice: 
 

o The new varieties contain a mutated AcetoLactate 
Synthase (ALS) gene making it possible for 
farmers to spray Imazethapyr, a broad-spectrum 
herbicide, to control weeds. 
 

 The ALS gene in rice codes for an enzyme 
(protein) that synthesises amino acids for 
crop growth and development. 
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 The herbicide sprayed on normal rice plants 
binds itself to the ALS enzymes, inhibiting 
their production of amino acids. 

o Imazethapyr, effective against a range of broadleaf, 
grassy and sedge weeds, can’t be used on normal 
paddy, as the chemical does not distinguish 
between the crop and the invasive plants. 

o However, the new basmati varieties contain 
a mutated ALS gene whose DNA sequence has been 
altered using ethyl methanesulfonate, a 
chemical mutant. 
 

 As a result, the ALS enzymes no longer have 
binding sites for Imazethapyr and amino acid 
synthesis isn’t inhibited. 

o The plants can now “tolerate” application of the 
herbicide, and hence it kills only the weeds. 

o It is important to note that, as there is no foreign 
gene involved in the process, the herbicide-
tolerance is through mutation breeding. Thus, it is 
not a Genetically modified organism. 

 

What are the Advantages of These Varieties: 
 

o Direct Seeding of Rice Activity: The new 
varieties simply replace water with Imazethapyr and 
there’s no need for nursery, puddling, transplanting 
and flooding of fields. 
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 Water is a natural herbicide that takes care of 
weeds in the paddy crop’s early-growth period. 

 The new varieties will help in Direct Seeding of 
Rice (DSR) which has several advantages 
over paddy transplantation. 

o Cheaper Option: DSR cultivation is currently 
based on two herbicides, Pendimethalin and 
Bispyribac-sodium. 
 

 However, Imazethapyr is cheaper than these two 
options. 

o Safer Option: Imazethapyr, moreover, has a wider 
weed-control range and is safer, as the ALS gene isn’t 
present in humans and mammals. 

Paddy Transplantation vs Direct Seeding of Rice 

 Paddy Transplantation: 
 

o The field where the seedlings are transplanted has to 
be “puddled” or tilled in standing water. 

o For the first three weeks or so after transplanting, the 
plants are irrigated almost daily to maintain a water 
depth of 4-5 cm. 

o Farmers continue giving water every two-three days 
even for the next four-five weeks when the crop is 
in tillering (stem development) stage. 

o Paddy transplantation is both labour- and water-
intensive. 
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 Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR): 
 

o In DSR, the pre-germinated seeds are directly 
drilled into the field by a tractor-powered machine. 

o There is no nursery preparation or transplantation 
involved in this method. 

o Farmers have to only level their land and give one 
pre-sowing irrigation. 

 Advantages with Direct Seeding of Rice: 
 

o Water savings. 

o Less numbers of labourers required. 

o Saves labour cost. 

o Reduce methane emissions due to a shorter flooding 
period and decreased soil disturbance compared to 
transplanting rice seedlings. 

 Drawbacks of Direct Seeding of Rice: 
 

o The seed requirement for DSR is also high, 8-10 
kg/acre, compared to 4-5 kg/acre in transplanting. 

o Further, laser land levelling is compulsory in DSR. 
This is not so in transplanting. 

o The sowing needs to be done timely so that the plants 
have come out properly before the monsoon rains 
arrive. 

 

Source: IE 
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PM addressed the 76th United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA). 

GS Paper - 2 - Groupings & Agreements Involving India 
and/or Affecting India's Interests , Ancient Indian 

History 

 

Context  

Recently, the Prime Minister of India (PM) addressed the 
76th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 

Other related information 

 The UNGA’s theme for this year is “Building Resilience 
through hope to recover from Covid-19, 
rebuild sustainably, respond to the needs of the 
planet, respect the rights of people, and revitalise 
the United Nations". 

 The PM spoke about a range of topics from the Covid-19 
pandemic, threat of terrorism, India's actions to combat 
climate change and the need to protect the freedom of 
navigation in the oceans. 
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Brief notes about United Nations General 
Assembly 

 The General Assembly is the main deliberative, 
policymaking and representative organ of the 
UN. 

 All 193 Member States of the UN are represented in 
the General Assembly, making it the only UN body with 
universal representation. 

 Each year, in September, the full UN membership 
meets in the General Assembly Hall in New York for 
the annual General Assembly session, and general 
debate, which many heads of state attend and address. 

 Decisions on important questions, such as those 
on peace and security, admission of new 
members and budgetary matters, require a two-
thirds majority of the General Assembly. 
 

o Decisions on other questions are by simple 
majority. 

 The President of the General Assembly is elected each 
year by assembly to serve a one-year term of office. 
 

o Recently, the Maldives’ Foreign Minister 
Abdulla Shahid was elected the President of the 
76th session of the UNGA for 2021-22 

o The UNGA has also appointed Antonio Guterres 
as the ninth UN Secretary General (UNSG) for 
a second term beginning 1st January, 2022 and 
ending on 31st December, 2026. 
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Major Key Points 

 Threat of Terrorism: The world is facing an 
increased threat of regressive thinking and extremism 
and many countries is using “terrorism as a 
political tool”. 
 

o He also emphasised to abide by UNSC Resolution 
2593. 

o The resolution demands that Afghan territory must 
never again be used to threaten or attack any country 
or to shelter or train terrorists. 

 Importance of India: Today every sixth person in 
the world is an Indian. Thus, when Indians 
progress, it accelerates the development of the world. 
 

o He regarded India as ‘Mother of Democracy’ and 
through democracy many socio-economic problems 
can be resolved. 

 Developmental Model of India: Citing the Deen 
Dayal Upadhaya’s Integral Humanism, India’s 
developmental model envisages an all-inclusive, all-
pervasive, and universal approach. For example: 
 

o Unified Payment Interface (UPI), Jan Dhan 
Accounts have deepened the financial inclusion. 

o PM Jan Aarogya Yojana has provided the facility 
of free treatment in hospitals to over 500 million 
people and has given them access to quality health 
services. 
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o Under PM Awas Yojana, nearly 30 million proper 
homes are being built for many homeless families. 

o Jal Jeevan Mission envisages to ensure that piped 
clean water reaches over 170 million homes. 

 Tackling Covid-19: India has developed the world’s 
first DNA vaccine. This can be administered to 
anyone above the age of 12. 
 

o An mRNA vaccine is in the final stages of 
development. 

o Indian scientists are also developing a nasal vaccine 
against Covid-19. 

 Balancing Economy and Ecology: India is 
progressing towards the goal of 450 gigawatts of 
renewable energy. 
 

o Also, India is set to be the world’s biggest green 
hydrogen hub. 

 Ensuring Freedom of Navigation: Highlighting 
China’s expansionism in the Indo-Pacific, PM held that 
oceans are the lifeline of international trade and must 
be protected from the race of expansion and exclusion. 
 

o In this context, the broad consensus reached in the 
Security Council during India’s presidency shows to 
the world the way forward for maritime 
security. 

Source: IE 
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