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Fisherman Issue with Sri Lanka 
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Why in News 

Recently, as many as 43 fishermen from Tamil Nadu 
were arrested and six boats seized by Sri Lankan Naval 
personnel. 

 A total of 284 Indian fishermen were arrested by Sri 
Lanka in 2019 (210) and 2020 (74). 

 Earlier in 2020, the Fourth Meeting of the India-
Sri Lanka Joint Working Group (JWG) on 
Fisheries was held through virtual mode. 

 

Key Points 

 Background: 

o Both Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen have been 
fishing into the Palk Bay area for centuries. 

 Palk Bay is a semi-enclosed shallow water 
body between the southeast coast of India and Sri 
Lanka. 

o Problem emerged only after a maritime 
agreement was signed by India and Sri Lanka 
in 1974. 

o In fact, initially the 1974 border agreement did 
not affect fishing on either side of the border. 

o In 1976, through an exchange of letters, both India 
and Sri Lanka agreed to stop fishing in each 
other’s waters. 
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 In 1974 and 1976 treaties were signed between the 
two countries to demarcate the International 
Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL). 

 The treaties also ended up making the Palk Strait 
connecting India and Sri Lanka a ‘two-nation 
pond’, under the relevant United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) rules to the exclusion of all third 
nations. 

 Simply put, the bilateral arrangement bans 
international fishing and shipping. 

o However, the agreement could not stop the 
fishermen from fishing in these waters, 
as fishermen know no boundary. 

 Despite the signing of maritime boundary 
agreements, fishermen communities of both the 
countries continued their fishing in the Palk Bay 
area peacefully until the Eelam war broke out 
in 1983. 

o Nonetheless, after the end of War in 2009, the Sri 
Lankan fishermen have been raising their objection 
to Indian fishermen fishing in their waters. 

o Later, India and Sri Lanka agreed to set up a Joint 
Working Group (JWG) on Fisheries in 2016 
between India and Sri Lanka as the mechanism to 
help find a permanent solution to the 
fishermen issue. 

 Katchatheevu Island Issue: 
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o The small islet of Katchatheevu, hitherto used 
by the fishermen for sorting their catch and drying 
their nets, fell on the other side of the IMBL 

o Fishermen often risk their lives and cross the IMBL 
rather than return empty-handed, but the Sri Lankan 
Navy is on alert, and have either arrested or 
destroyed fishing nets and vessels of those who have 
crossed the line. 

 

 Reasons for the continuation: 

o The main problem with Indian fishermen is that a 
large number of them are dependent on 
fishing in Sri Lankan waters, which is prohibited by 
the 1976 Maritime Boundary Agreement. 

o Also, a large number of Indian fishermen are 
dependent on trawling which is banned in Sri 
Lanka. 
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 Related Initiatives Taken: 

o The IMBL is imaginary, but it was geo-tagged and is 
visible to the fishermen, due to Global Positioning 
System (GPS) sets. 

o Deep Sea Fishing Scheme: 

 Promoted as an alternative to bottom 
trawling by Tamil Nadu’s fishermen off the 
Palk Bay, the scheme envisages the provision of 
2,000 deep sea fishing boats in place of trawlers by 
2019-20, which will be the third and final year of 
implementation of the scheme. 

 It aims to put an end to disputes arising 
between the two countries. 

 It has been taken up under the ‘Blue 
Revolution’ scheme. 

Way Forward 

 The fishing equipment that is prohibited in Sri 
Lanka must be banned by India in the Palk Bay. 

o Fishing practises that do irreparable damage to 
marine ecology must be given up. 

 The damage to the Indian fishermen could be 
ameliorated if the announcement is followed by two 
steps. 

o The trawlers can be used in the Odisha coast 
where waters are very deep 

o Trawlers could, with certain modifications, be used 
as smaller fishing vessels that cater to the 
mothership. 
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 India can transform the Palk Bay from a 
contested territory to a common heritage. 

o The first step is to recognise that there are 
various stakeholders—two Union and provincial 
governments, the Navies and Coast Guards, fisheries 
departments and above all, fishing communities of 
the two countries. 

o The next step should be to form a Palk Bay 
Authority (PBA) consisting of marine ecologists, 
fisheries experts, strategic specialists and 
government representatives. 

 The PBA could determine the ideal 
sustainable catch, type of fishing equipment 
that can be used, and the number of fishing dates 
for Sri Lankan and Indian fishermen. 

 The focus should be on enrichment of marine 
resources and improvement of the livelihoods of 
fishermen. 

Source: TH 
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Gharials 

GS Paper - 3 - Conservation , Environmental Pollution & 
Degradation , Government Policies & Interventions 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Department of Punjab Forest and Wildlife 
Preservation, in collaboration with the World-Wide 
Fund for Nature-India (WWF-India) has released a 
lot of 24 gharials (Gavialis Gangeticus) into the 
Beas Conservation Reserve. 

 The gharial reintroduction in the Beas Conservation 
Reserve is an ambitious programme of the 
Punjab government. 

 

Key Points 

 About: 
 

o Gharials, sometimes called gavials, are a type of 
Asian crocodilian distinguished by their long, thin 
snouts. Crocodilians are a group of reptiles that 
includes crocodiles, alligators, caimans, and more. 
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o India has three species of Crocodilians namely: 
 

 Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus): IUCN Red 
List- Critically Endangered 

 Mugger crocodile (Crocodylus 
palustris): IUCN- Vulnerable. 

 Saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus): 
IUCN- Least Concern. 
 

 All the three are listed on Appendix I 
of CITES and Schedule I of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972. 

 Exception: Saltwater Crocodile populations of 
Australia, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea are 
included in Appendix II of CITES. 

 Habitat of Gharials: 
 

o Natural Habitat: Fresh waters of the northern part 
of India. 

o Primary Habitat: Chambal river (a tributary of 
Yamuna). 

o Secondary Habitat: Ghagra, Gandak river, Girwa 
river (Uttar Pradesh), the Ramganga river 
(Uttarakhand) and the Sone river (Bihar). 

 Significance: Population of Gharials are a good 
indicator of clean river water. 

 Conservation Efforts: 
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o Breeding Centres of Kukrail Gharial Rehabilitation 
Centre in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, National Chambal 
Sanctuary (Gharial Eco Park, Madhya Pradesh). 

 Threats: 
 

o Increased river pollution, dam construction, massive-
scale fishing operations and floods. 

o Illegal sand mining and poaching. 

Beas Conservation Reserve 

 It is a 185-kilometre stretch of the Beas River 
located primarily in the north-west of the State of 
Punjab. 

 The Reserve also hosts the only known population 
in India of the endangered Indus River Dolphin 
(Platanista gangetica minor). 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indus-river-dolphin#:~:text=Recently%2C%20Punjab%27s%20wildlife%20preservation%20wing,animal%20of%20Punjab%20in%202019.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indus-river-dolphin#:~:text=Recently%2C%20Punjab%27s%20wildlife%20preservation%20wing,animal%20of%20Punjab%20in%202019.


                             DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 22 DECEMBER 2021             www.mymentor.com 

                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

 

 In 2017, a programme was initiated to re-introduce the 
critically endangered gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) with 
47 individuals released into the River 30 years after 
their disappearance. 

Beas River 

 It originates near the Rohtang Pass, at a height of 
4,062 m above sea level, on the southern end of 
the Pir Panjal Range, close to the source of the 
Ravi. It is a tributary of the Indus river. 

 It meets the Satluj river at Harike in Punjab. It is a 
comparatively small river which is only 460 km long but 
lies entirely within the Indian territory. 
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 It forms a gorge at Kati and Largi in the 
Dhauladhar range. 

 The major tributaries of the Beas River are Bain, 
Banganga, Luni and Uhal, along with Banner, Chakki, 
Gaj, Harla, Mamuni, Parvati, Patlikuhlal, Sainj, Suketi 
and Tirthan. 

 

Source:IE 
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Why in News 

The Centre has decided to amend the Multi State 
Cooperative Societies (MSCS) Act, 2002 to “plug the 
loopholes in the Act”. 

 Earlier, a new Ministry of Cooperation was formed. 

Key Points 

 About the Multi State Cooperative Societies 
(MSCS) Act, 2002: 

o Multi State Cooperative 
Societies: Although Cooperatives is a state 
subject, there are many societies such as those for 
sugar and milk, banks, milk unions etc whose 
members and areas of operation are spread across 
more than one state. 

 For example, most sugar mills along the districts 
on the Karnataka-Maharashtra border procure 
cane from both states. 

 Maharashtra has the highest number of 
such cooperative societies at 567, followed by 
Uttar Pradesh (147) and New Delhi (133). 

 The MSCS Act was passed to govern such 
cooperatives. 

o Legal Jurisdiction: Their board of directors has 
representation from all states they operate in. 

 Administrative and financial control of these 
societies is with the central registrar, with the 
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law making it clear that no state government 
official can wield any control on them. 

 The exclusive control of the central registrar was 
meant to allow smooth functioning of these 
societies, without interference of state 
authorities. 

 Associated Concerns: 

o Lack of Checks and Balances: While the system 
for state-registered societies includes checks and 
balances at multiple layers to ensure 
transparency in the process, these layers do not exist 
in the case of multi state societies. 

 The central registrar can only allow 
inspection of the societies under special 
conditions. 

 Further, inspections can happen only after prior 
intimation to societies. 

o Weak Institutional Infrastructure of Central 
Registrar: The on-ground infrastructure for central 
registrar is thin — there are no officers or offices 
at state level, with most work being carried out 
either online or through correspondence. 

 Due to this, the grievance redressal 
mechanism has become very poor. 

 This has led to several instances when credit 
societies have launched ponzi schemes taking 
advantage of these loopholes. 

 Possible Reforms/Amendments: 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o Strengthening Institutional 
Infrastructure: The Centre government after 
consultation with various stakeholders should 
strengthen necessary institutional infrastructure to 
ensure better governance of the societies. For 
example: 

 Increasing the manpower. 

 Technology shall be used to bring in transparency. 

o Involving States: The administrative control of 
such societies should be vested in the state 
commissioners. 

Cooperatives in India 

 Definition: 

o The International Cooperative Alliance (ICA) 
defines a Cooperative as “an autonomous 
association of persons united voluntarily to meet 
their common economic, social, and cultural needs 
and aspirations through a jointly-owned and 
democratically-controlled enterprise.” 

 Examples of Successful Cooperatives in 
India: 

 National Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing Federation of India (NAFED), 

 Indian Farmers Fertilisers Cooperative 
Limited (IFFCO) 

 AMUL 

 Constitutional Provisions: 
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o The Constitution (97th Amendment) Act, 
2011 added a new Part IXB regarding the 
cooperatives working in India. 

 The word “cooperatives” was added after 
“unions and associations” in Article 19(1)(c) 
under Part III of the Constitution. 

 This enables all the citizens to form 
cooperatives by giving it the status 
of fundamental right of citizens. 

 A new Article 43B was added in the Directive 
Principles of State Policy (Part IV) regarding 
the “promotion of cooperative societies”. 

 Supreme Court Judgement: 

o In July, 2021, the Supreme Court struck down 
certain provisions of the 97th Amendment 
Act, 2011. 

 As per the SC, Part IX B (Articles 243ZH to 
243ZT) has “significantly and substantially 
impacted” State legislatures’ “exclusive legislative 
power” over its co-operative sector. 

 Also, the provisions in the 97th Amendment were 
passed by Parliament without getting 
them ratified by State legislatures as required 
by the Constitution. 

 The SC held that states have exclusive power to 
legislate on topics reserved exclusively to them 
(cooperatives are a part of State list). 
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 The 97th Constitutional Amendment required 
ratification by at least one-half of the state 
legislatures as per Article 368(2). 

 Since the ratification was not done in the case of 
the 97th amendment, it was liable to strike it 
down. 

 It upheld the validity of the provisions of 
Part IX B which are related to Multi State 
Cooperative Societies (MSCS). 

 It said that in case of MSCS with objects not 
confined to one state, the legislative power 
would be that of the Union of India. 

Source: IE 
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Standard Operating Procedures 

for drone application in Agriculture. 

GS Paper - 3 - Government Policies & Interventions , E-
Technology in the Aid of Farmers 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 
has released Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) for drone application in Agriculture. 

 The use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) 
commonly known as drones have great potential 
to revolutionize Indian agriculture and ensure 
the country's food security. 

 The drones were used for the first time in warding 
off locust attacks in various states of the country. 

 Earlier, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare had 
launched a Drone-Based vaccine delivery model 
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named, Drone Response and Outreach in North 
East (i-Drone). 

Key Points 

 About Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOP): The SOP for drone regulation for pesticide 
application covers: 

o Important aspects like statutory provisions, 
flying permissions, area distance restrictions, weight 
classification, overcrowded areas restriction, drone 
registration, safety insurance, piloting certification, 
operation plan, air flight zones, weather conditions, 

o SOPs for pre, post and during operation, 
emergency handling plan. 

 Drone Technology in Use of Application of 
Pesticides: 

o Pesticides: Pesticides are one of the important agri-
inputs to address protection of crops against a 
large number of pests that can wash away entire 
investment of farmers and hence they act as an 
essential input that yields substantial returns to the 
farmers. 

o Conventional Spraying of 
Pesticide: Conventional methods of pesticide spray 
application lead to several problems like: 

 Excessive application of chemicals, lower spray 
uniformity, unnecessary deposition and non-
uniform coverage. 
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 Resulting in excessive usage, water & soil pollution 
as well as higher expenditure on pesticides. 

 With conventional manual sprayers, the safety of 
operators is also a major concern. 

o Use of Drone Technology: The use of drone 
technology as a modern farming technique is aimed 
at making production more efficient 
through precise spraying of pesticides and 
crop nutrients. 

 This approach would not only ensure accuracy, 
uniformity in spray across the 
field, reduction in the overall use of chemicals 
within the area, but will also take care of the safety 
of the operators. 

 Other Uses of Drone Technology in Agriculture 
& Their Advantages: 

o Crop Monitoring: Drones are well-equipped with 
many features like multi-spectral and photo cameras. 

 Drones can be used for assessing the health of any 
vegetation or crop, field areas inflicted by weeds, 
infections and pests. 

o Optimum Nutrient Delivery: Based on an 
assessment, the exact amounts of chemicals needed 
to fight infestations can be applied thereby 
optimizing the overall cost for the farmer. 

 This will further help in doubling farmer’s 
income by 2022. 

o Better Crop Management: Drone planting 
systems have also been developed by many start-ups 
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which allow drones to shoot pods, their seeds and 
spray vital nutrients into the soil. 

 Thus, this technology increases consistency and 
efficiency of crop management, besides reducing 
the cost. 

 This will help in enhancing the productivity as well 
as efficiency of the agriculture sector. 

 Use of drones in agriculture may also give ample 
opportunities to provide employment to 
people in rural areas. 

Rules for Drone Regulations in India 

 Drone Rules, 2021. 

 National Counter Rogue Drones Guidelines 
2019. 

 

Source:PIB 
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Depreciation of Indian Rupee 

GS Paper - 3 - Fiscal Policy , Monetary Policy , Capital 
Market 

 

Why in News 

The Indian currency declined 2.2% in the Sep-Dec 
2021 quarter. This depreciation of currency is due 
to global funds worth $4 billion having been pulled out of 
the country’s stock market. 

 This downfall of currency makes the Indian rupee as 
Asia’s worst-performing currency. 

Key Points 

 About Depreciation: 

o Currency depreciation is a fall in the value of a 
currency in a floating exchange rate system. 
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o Rupee depreciation means that the rupee has become 
less valuable with respect to the dollar. 

 It means that the rupee is now weaker than what it 
used to be earlier. 

 For example: USD 1 used to equal to Rs. 70, 
now USD 1 is equal to Rs. 76, implying that the 
rupee has depreciated relative to the dollar i.e. it 
takes more rupees to purchase a dollar. 

 Impact of Depreciation of Indian Rupee: 

o Depreciation in rupee is a double-edged sword for 
the Reserve Bank of India. 

 Positive: While a weaker currency may support 
exports amid a nascent economic recovery from 
the pandemic. 

 Negative: It poses risk of imported inflation, and 
may make it difficult for the central bank to 
maintain interest rates at a record low for longer. 

Appreciation vs Depreciation of Currency 

 In a floating exchange rate system, market 
forces (based on demand and supply of a currency) 
determine the value of a currency. 

 Currency Appreciation: It is an increase in the value 
of one currency in relation to another currency. 

o Currencies appreciate against each other for a variety 
of reasons, including government policy, interest 
rates, trade balances and business cycles. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o Currency appreciation discourages a country's export 
activity as its products and services become costlier 
to buy. 

 Currency Depreciation: It is a fall in the value of a 
currency in a floating exchange rate system. 

o Economic fundamentals, political instability, or risk 
aversion can cause currency depreciation. 

o Currency depreciation encourages a country's export 
activity as its products and services become cheaper 
to buy. 

Devaluation And Depreciation 

 In general, devaluation and depreciation are often used 
interchangeably. 

 They both have the same effect – a fall in the value of 
the currency which makes imports more expensive, and 
exports more competitive. 

o However, there is a difference in the way they are 
applied. 

 A devaluation occurs when a country’s central bank 
makes a conscious decision to lower its exchange rate in 
a fixed or semi-fixed exchange rate. 

 A depreciation is when there is a fall in the value of a 
currency in a floating exchange rate. 

 Reasons for Current Depreciation of Indian 
Rupee: 

o Record-High Trade Deficit: India’s trade 
deficit widened to an all-time high of about 
$23 billion in November amid higher imports. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 This growing trade deficit is driven by 
a rebound in oil prices. 

o Policy divergence Between RBI and 
Federal Reserve: The strengthening of USD 
in line with expectations of better growth in the 
US economy and favorable interest offered by 
the Federal Reserve (US’ Central bank). 

 The RBI has been continuously buying 
dollars to build its reserves and prepare 
itself for any volatility. 

o Outflow of Capital: Foreign capital exodus 
from stocks have led to the benchmark S&P 
BSE Sensex Index falling by about 10% below 
an all-time high touched in October 2021. 

o Omicron Concerns: When concerns about 
the omicron virus variant are roiling the 
global markets. 

Source: IE 
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