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Indian Desert Cat  spotted for the first 

time in Madhya Pradesh’s Panna 

Tiger Reserve  

GS Paper - 3 - Conservation 

 

Why in News 

Recently, an Indian Desert Cat has been spotted for the 
first time in Madhya Pradesh’s Panna Tiger Reserve 
(PTR). 

 The Indian Desert Cat is also known as the Asiatic 
Wildcat or the Asian Steppe Wildcat. 

Key Points 

 Scientific Name: Felis silvestris ornata 
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 About: 
 

o It is usually a creature of the Thar desert in 
Rajasthan, and inhabits scrub desert areas. 

o The cat occurs in arid and semi-arid zones of 
western India which includes Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra up to Pune and 
Nagpur. 

o This cat is found in deserts and can survive 
without water. 

o The toes of the species have cushion-like 
hair which help it balance the fluctuating desert 
temperatures. 

 Habitat: 
 

o It can be found mostly in scrub deserts, up to 
2,000-3,000 m elevation, mountainous areas 
with sufficient vegetation, as well as temperate 
forests. 

o The Asiatic wildcat usually occurs close to water 
sources but can also live in low-water areas. It 
does not seem to avoid cultivated areas and human 
settlements. 
 

 It avoids vast deserts, dense forests and deep 
snow. 

 Threats: 
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o It possesses beautiful soft fur, hence, most sought 
after in the international fur trade. 

o Hybridisation with domestic cats can lead to the 
loss of genetic information and is thought to 
be one of the main threats. Hybridisation was 
reported from Pakistan and Central Asia and is most 
likely also a problem in India. 

o Another important threat is from poaching related 
to conflict with humans. 

o Habitat destruction and reduced habitat quality 
remain important issues. The Asiatic wildcat is under 
heavy pressure due to land use changes. 

o Rodenticides and other chemicals may also 
threaten it. 

 Protection Status: 
 

o IUCN Red List: Least Concern 

o CITES: Appendix-II 

o Wildlife protection Act’s: Schedule-I. 

Panna Tiger Reserve 

 Location: 
 

o It was established in 1981 and is situated in 
the Vindhya mountain range in the northern part 
of Madhya Pradesh. 

o Ken river (a tributary of the Yamuna River) flows 
through the reserve. 
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o The region is also famous for Panna diamond mining. 

o Ken-Betwa river interlinking project will be 
located within the tiger reserve. 

 Recognition: 
 

o In July, 2021, PTR was awarded the Conservation 
Assured Tiger Standards (CAITS) 
certificate by the National Tiger Conservation 
Authority for meeting the established international 
standards for tiger conservation and management. 

o The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) designated the Panna 
Tiger Reserve as a Biosphere Reserve on August 25, 
2011. 

 Other Tiger Reserves in Madhya Pradesh: 
 

o Sanjay-Dubri. 

o Satpura. 

o Bandhavgarh. 

o Madhav National Park 

o Pench Tiger Reserves 

 

Source:IE 

 

 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/ken-betwa-interlink-project
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-tiger-conservation-authority
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-tiger-conservation-authority
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/unesco-5
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/unesco-5
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/unesco-5
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/satpura-tiger-reserve
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/elephant-colony-in-bandhavgarh
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/madhav-national-park
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/animals-and-covid-19


                               DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 21 DECEMBER 2021        www.mymentor.com 

                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 

2021 

GS Paper - 2 - Representation of People's Act 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2021 was passed in the Lok Sabha. The bill seeks to link 
electoral roll data and voter ID cards with 
the Aadhaar ecosystem. 

 However, the Opposition members have raised 
several objections to the Bill. 

Key Points 

 Salient Features of the bill: 
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o De-Duplication of Electoral Roll: It provides for 
amendment of section 23 of the Representation 
of People’s Act, 1950, enabling the linking of 
electoral roll data with the Aadhaar ecosystem. 

 This aims to curb the menace of multiple 
enrolment of the same person in different 
places. 

 This will help in stopping bogus voting and 
fraudulent votes. 

 This linking is in consonance with 105th report 
of the Department Related Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Personal, Public 
Grievances and Law and Justice. 

o Multiple Qualifying Dates: The citizens get voting 
rights when they turn 18. However, many are left out 
of the electoral rolls even after turning 18. This is 
because in the system, 1st January is the 
qualifying date. 

 According to the bill, four qualifying dates will 
be declared for updating the voting rolls to include 
those who have turned 18 — the first day of the 
months of January, April, July and October. 

o Bringing Gender Neutrality: The language for 
registration of ‘wives of service voters’ will now 
be replaced by ‘spouse’. This will make the laws 
more “gender-neutral”. 

 Service voters are those serving in the armed 
forces, armed police forces of a state serving 
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outside it and government employees posted 
outside India. 

 Associated Concerns: 

o Aadhar is itself not Mandatory: In 2015, the 
move to link voter ID to Aadhaar was put on the 
backburner after the Supreme Court Judgement. 

 When it held that “the Aadhaar card Scheme 
is purely voluntary”. 

 Besides this, Aadhaar was only meant to be proof 
of residence. It is not proof of citizenship. 

o Fears of Mass Disenfranchisement: The Bill 
allows electoral registration officers to ask for 
Aadhaar numbers of applicants wanting to register as 
voters to establish the identity of the applicant. 

 In the absence of Aadhar the government would be 
able to use voter identity details for 
disenfranchising some people and profile the 
citizens. 

o No Data Protection Law: Experts have said that 
in the absence of a robust personal data 
protection law (a Bill in that regard is yet to be 
cleared by Parliament) any move to allow sharing of 
data can prove to be problematic. 

o Privacy Concerns: Electoral data at present is held 
by the Election Commission of India (ECI) in its 
own database, has its own verification process, and is 
separate from other government databases. 

 The proposed linkage between the Aadhaar and 
election database will make data available to the 
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ECI and Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI). 

 This could lead to infringement of the privacy 
of citizens. 

 Government’s Stand: 

o Voluntary Linking: The proposed linkage between 
the Aadhaar and election database is voluntary. 

o No Risk of Disenfranchisement: No application 
for inclusion of name in the electoral roll shall be 
denied and no entries in the electoral roll shall be 
deleted for inability of an individual to furnish or 
intimate Aadhaar number. 

Way Forward 

 Need for Comprehensive Legislation: An error-
free Electoral Roll is sine qua non of free and fair 
election. However, the Government should come with a 
comprehensive bill so that proper discussion can 
happen in the Parliament. 

 Need for More Clarification: The bill should specify 
the extent of data sharing between the two databases, 
the methods through which consent will be obtained, 
and whether consent to link the databases can be 
revoked 

Source: IE 
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 National Commodities and 

Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) 

GS Paper - 3 - Capital Market , Agricultural Pricing 
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Why in News 

Recently, the Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) has banned the derivative trade of seven 
agricultural commodities on the future’s platform 
of National Commodities and Derivatives 
Exchange (NCDEX) for a year. 

 The regulator has banned derivative contracts trade 
in chana, wheat, paddy (non-basmati), soyabean 
and its derivatives, mustard seed and its 
derivatives, crude palm oil and moong for a year 
with immediate effect. 

 The commodity derivatives market has been prone to 
such sudden suspensions of trading in 
agriculture items ever since it was introduced under 
the erstwhile Forward Markets Commission 
(FMC). 

SEBI 

 It is a statutory body established on 12th April, 
1992 in accordance with the provisions of 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 
1992. 

 The basic functions of the SEBI is to protect the 
interests of investors in securities and to 
promote and regulate the securities market. 

Key Points 

 Reasons for Ban: 

o To cool off Food Inflation: 
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 India’s retail inflation rose to a three-month 
high of 4.91 % in November from 4.48 % in the 
previous month primarily because of a rise in 
food inflation to 1.87 % from 0.85 % over 
this period. 

o Double Digits WPI: 

 Wholesale Price Index-based inflation has 
remained in double digits for eight consecutive 
months beginning in April, mainly because of 
surging prices of food items. 

 In November, the wholesale price-based inflation 
surged to a record high of 14.23 % amid 
hardening of prices of mineral oils, basic metals, 
crude petroleum and natural gas. 

o To insulate future Price Shock: 

 In view of Rabi Output that might be affected 
morbidly because of fertiliser shortage faced in 
many parts of the country. 

 By banning future’s trade, the government is 
trying to insulate any price shock the market might 
feel in the days to come in case the production is 
not up to par. 

 Impact: 

o The suspension comes ahead of the rabi crop, sown 
in winter, hitting the markets in a couple of months. 
With no reference price, traders will be clueless 
on future sentiment. 
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o Importers, who hedge on the derivative market to 
safeguard themselves from price moves, may be 
more vulnerable. 

o Impact on prices initially, the outlook will be 
bearish as traders rush to square off open 
positions on derivatives. 

Derivatives 

 About: 

o Derivatives are the instruments which include 
security derived from a debt instrument share, 
loan, risk instrument or contract for differences 
of any other form of security and a contract that 
derives its value from the price/index of prices of 
underlying securities. 

o In the finance field, a derivative is a contract that 
derives its value from the performance of an 
underlying entity. This underlying entity can be an 
asset, index, or interest rate, and is often called 
the "underlying". 

 Types: 

o Forwards and futures: 

 These are financial contracts that obligate the 
contracts’ buyers to purchase an asset at a 
pre-agreed price on a specified future 
date. Both forwards and futures are essentially 
the same in their nature. 

o Options: 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Options provide the buyer of the contracts 
the right, but not the obligation, to purchase 
or sell the underlying asset at a predetermined 
price. 

 Based on the option type, the buyer can 
exercise the option on the maturity date or 
on any date before the maturity. 

o Swaps: 

 Swaps are derivative contracts that allow the 
exchange of cash flows between two 
parties. 

 The swaps usually involve the exchange of a 
fixed cash flow for a floating cash flow. 

 The most popular types of swaps are interest rate 
swaps, commodity swaps, and currency swaps. 

 Significance: 

o Hedging Risk Exposure: 

 Since the value of the derivatives is linked to the 
value of the underlying asset, the contracts are 
primarily used for hedging risks. 

 In this way, profits in the derivative contract 
may offset losses in the underlying asset. 

o Underlying Asset Price Determination: 

 Derivatives are frequently used to determine 
the price of the underlying asset. For 
example, the spot prices of the futures can serve as 
an approximation of a commodity price. 

o Market Efficiency: 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 It is considered that derivatives increase the 
efficiency of financial markets. By using 
derivative contracts, one can replicate the payoff of 
the assets. 

 Therefore, the prices of the underlying asset and 
the associated derivative tend to be in equilibrium 
to avoid arbitrage opportunities. 

o Access to unavailable assets or markets: 

 Derivatives can help organisations get access to 
otherwise unavailable assets or markets. 

 By employing interest rate swaps, a company may 
obtain a more favourable interest rate relative to 
interest rates available from direct borrowing. 

 Issues: 

o High Risk: 

 The high volatility of derivatives exposes them 
to potentially huge losses. The sophisticated 
design of the contracts makes the valuation 
extremely complicated or even impossible. Thus, 
they bear a high inherent risk. 

o Speculative Features: 

 Derivatives are widely regarded as a tool of 
speculation. Due to the extremely risky nature of 
derivatives and their unpredictable behaviour, 
unreasonable speculation may lead to huge losses. 

o Counterparty Risk: 

 Although derivatives traded on the exchanges 
generally go through a thorough due diligence 
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process, some of the contracts traded over-the-
counter do not include a benchmark for due 
diligence. Thus, there is a possibility of 
counterparty default. 

National Commodities and Derivatives Exchange 

 NCDEX is an online commodities exchange 
dealing primarily in agricultural commodities in 
India. 

 It is a public limited company, established on 
23rd April 2003 under the Companies Act, 1956. 

 The exchange was founded by some of India's 
leading financial institutions such as ICICI Bank 
Limited, the National Stock Exchange of India and 
the National Bank for Agricultural and Rural 
Development, among others. 

 These include 25 contracts for agricultural products. 
NCDEX is run by an independent board of directors 
with no direct interest in agriculture. 

 

Source:IE 
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Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

agreed to establish a humanitarian 

trust fund 

GS Paper - 2 - Effect of Policies & Politics of Countries on 
India's Interests 
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Why in News 

A meeting of foreign ministers from the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) agreed to establish 
a humanitarian trust fund to address the growing 
economic crisis in Afghanistan which has left millions 
facing hunger over the winter. 

 The meeting is the biggest major conference on 
Afghanistan since the fall of the US-backed 
government. 

 In July 2021, India rejected the OICs proposal to 
assist a dialogue between India and Pakistan. 

Key Points 

 Humanitarian Trust Fund: 

o The fund will be set up under the Islamic 
Development Bank to channel aid to 
Afghanistan in coordination with other groups. 

o Allowing Afghanistan access to its financial resources 
would be pivotal to preventing economic collapse and 
said realistic pathways to unfreezing billions of 
dollars in frozen central bank reserves should be 
explored. 

 The meeting also called on the international 
community to provide urgent and 
sustained humanitarian aid to 
Afghanistan as well as to the main countries 
housing Afghan refugees. 

 Trust Fund by United Nation: 
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o The United Nations (UN) has also set up 
a special trust fund to provide urgently-
needed cash directly to Afghans through a 
system that taps into donor funds frozen since 
the Taliban takeover in August 

o It was set up with the aim of injecting liquidity into 
Afghan households in a bid to permit them to survive 
the upcoming winter and remain in their homeland. 

o Germany is a first contributor to the fund. It had 
pledged 50 million euros (USD58 million) for it. 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

 About: 

o The OIC is the second largest 
intergovernmental organisation after 
the United Nations with a membership of 57 states. 

o It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It 
endeavors to safeguard and protect the interests of 
the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting 
international peace and harmony among various 
people of the world. 

o It was established upon a decision of the historical 
summit which took place in Rabat, Kingdom of 
Morocco on the 25th of September 1969. 

o Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

 

 India’s relationship with OIC as an 
organisation: 
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o At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers’ 
Summit in 2018, Bangladesh, the host, suggested 
that India, where more than 10% of the world’s 
Muslims live, should be given Observer status, but 
Pakistan opposed the proposal. 

o In 2019, India made its maiden appearance at the 
OIC Foreign Ministers’ meeting, as a “guest of 
honour”. 

 This first-time invitation was seen as 
a diplomatic victory for India, especially at a 
time of heightened tensions with Pakistan 
following the Pulwama attack. 

 India’s relationship with OIC member 
countries: 

o India is not a member of the OIC. However, India 
was invited as a guest of honour at the 46th Session 
of the Council of Foreign Minister in 2019. 

o Individually, India has good relations with 
almost all member nations. 

o Ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, especially, 
have improved significantly in recent years. 

 The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi (UAE) was a 
special chief guest at the 68th Republic 
Day celebrations in 2017. 

Islamic Development Bank 

 About: 

o The Islamic Development Bank is an international 
financial institution established in pursuance of 
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the Declaration of Intent issued by the 
Conference of Finance Ministers of Muslim 
Countries held in Jeddah in December 1973, and 
the Bank was formally opened in October 1975. 

o The purpose of the Bank is to foster the economic 
development and social progress of member 
countries and Muslim communities individually 
as well as jointly in accordance with the principles of 
Shari’ah i.e., Islamic Law. 

o The Bank’s principal office is in Jeddah in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

 Functions: 

o The functions of the Bank are to participate in 
equity capital and grant loans for productive 
projects and enterprises besides providing 
financial assistance to member countries in other 
forms for economic and social development. 

 Membership: The present membership of the Bank 
consists of 56 countries. 

o The basic condition for membership is that the 
prospective member country should be a member of 
the OIC, pay its contribution to the Capital of the 
Bank and be willing to accept such terms and 
conditions as may be decided upon by the IDB Board 
of Governors. 

 

Source:IE 
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Good Governance Week 

GS Paper - 2 - Government Policies & Interventions , 
Inclusive Growth , Growth & Development 

 

Why in News 

The Union Government is set to launch a 
nationwide 'Good Governance Week' from 
20th December to 26th December, with the motto to 
redress and dispose of public grievances and 
improvise service delivery down to the village 
level 

 Various events will be convened during the week under 
the campaign titled “Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur” aimed 
to be citizen-focused. 
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https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/inclusive-growth
https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/growth-&-development
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 25th December is celebrated as ‘Good Governance 
Day’ to mark the birth anniversary of former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

Key Points 

 About: 

o It is observed to celebrate the strides made by 
India in promoting citizen-centric 
governance and improving service delivery in line 
with Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav celebrations to 
commemorate 75 years of progressive India. 

o The series of programmes planned during the 
week will aim to highlight various good 
governance initiatives taken by the Centre. 

o It will also include the inauguration of the 
Exhibition on Good Governance Practices. 

 Events include: 

o Ease of Living and Next Phase of Reforms for 
Reducing Compliance Burden 

o Experience Sharing Workshop by DARPG on 
Best Practices. 

o Mission Karmayogi - The Path Ahead. 

o Good Governance Week Portal will also be 
launched during the occasion and all district 
collectors of states and union territories will be given 
access to the online portal to upload and share the 
progress and achievements. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/good-governance-day-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/good-governance-day-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/atal-bihari-vajpayee-passes-away
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/mission-karmayogi-1
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o Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur" campaign will be 
launched with an aim to take good governance to 
the rural areas. 

Governance 

 About: 

o It is the process of decision-making and the 
process by which decisions are implemented (or not 
implemented). 

o Governance can be used in several contexts such 
as corporate governance, international 
governance, national governance and local 
governance. 

 Eight Principles of Good Governance (as 
identified by the United Nations): 

o Participation: 

 People should have a voice in decision-
making, either directly or through legitimate 
intermediate institutions that represent their 
interests. 

o Rule of law: 

 Legal frameworks should be fair and 
enforced impartially, particularly the laws on 
human rights. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o Transparency: 

 

 Transparency is built on the free flow of 
information. Processes, institutions and 
information are directly accessible to those 
concerned with them, and enough information 
is provided to understand and monitor them. 

o Responsiveness: 

 Institutions and processes try to serve all 
stakeholders within a reasonable 
timeframe. 

o Consensus orientation: 

 Good governance requires mediation of the 
different interests in society to reach a broad 
consensus in society on what is in the best 
interest of the whole community and how 
this can be achieved. 

o Equity: 

 All groups, particularly the most vulnerable, 
have opportunities to improve or maintain 
their well being. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1640085819_Good_governance_drishti_ias_english.png
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o Effectiveness and efficiency: 

 Processes and institutions produce results that 
meet needs while making the best use of resources. 

o Accountability: 

 Decision-makers in government, the private sector 
and civil society organisations are accountable to 
the public, as well as to institutional stakeholders. 

 Challenges to Good Governance in India: 

o Women Empowerment: 

 Women are not adequately represented in 
government institutions, and other allied sectors. 

o Corruption: 

 The high level of corruption in India has been 
widely perceived as a major obstacle in 
improving the quality of governance. 

o Delay in Justice: 

 A citizen has the right to avail timely justice, 
but there are several factors, because of 
which a common man doesn’t get timely 
justice. One such factor is lack of personnel and 
logistics under disposal of the court. 

o Centralisation of Administrative System: 

 Governments at lower levels can only function 
efficiently if they are empowered to do so. This 
is particularly relevant for the Panchayati Raj 
Institutions (PRIs), which currently suffer from 
inadequate devolution of funds as well as 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/panchayati-raj-institution-pri#:~:text=74th%20Amendment%20provides%20for%20a,and%20Municipalities%20(Article%20243ZD).&text=The%20Eleventh%20Scheduled%20of%20the,of%20the%20Panchayati%20Raj%20bodies.
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/panchayati-raj-institution-pri#:~:text=74th%20Amendment%20provides%20for%20a,and%20Municipalities%20(Article%20243ZD).&text=The%20Eleventh%20Scheduled%20of%20the,of%20the%20Panchayati%20Raj%20bodies.
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functionaries to carry out the functions 
constitutionally assigned to them. 

o Criminalisation of Politics: 

 The criminalisation of the political process and 
the unholy nexus between politicians, civil 
servants, and business houses are having a 
baneful influence on public policy formulation and 
governance. 

o Environmental security, sustainable 
development. 

o Challenges of globalisation, liberalisation and 
market economy. 

 Indian Initiatives to improve Good Governance: 

o Good Governance Index: 

 GGI has been launched by the Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions to 
determine the status of governance in the country. 

 It assesses the impact of various interventions 
taken up by the State Government and UTs. 

o National e-Governance Plan: 

 It has the vision to “make all government services 
accessible to the common man in his locality, 
through common service delivery outlets and 
ensure efficiency, transparency & reliability of 
such services at affordable costs to realise the basic 
needs of the common man.” 

o Right to Information Act, 2005: 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/good-governance-day
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/e-governance-1
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 It plays an effective role in ensuring transparency 
in governance. 

o Other Initiatives: Setting up of NITI 
Aayog, Make in India programme, Lokpal, etc. 

Source:PIB 

 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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