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Human Rights Day celebrated
on 10th December
GS Paper - 2 - Indian Constitution , Issues Relating to
Development , Human Resource

Why in News
Every
year Human
Rights
Day is
on 10th December all around the world.

celebrated

Freedom in the World 2021 report released earlier
this year had downgraded India’s status from
‘Free’ to ‘Partly Free’.
Key Points





World Human Rights Day:
o

About:
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On that day, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted, in 1948, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).

The UDHR established a set of common
basic values both with regard to the view of
human beings and to the relationship between
the state and the individual.
Theme 2021:


o

“EQUALITY – Reducing inequalities, advancing
human rights” .
Objective:



o

To promote equality, peace, justice, freedom and
the protection of human dignity. Every individual
is entitled to rights irrespective of race, colour,
religion, sex, language, or social status.
Human Rights:




o

o

o

These are rights inherent to all human beings,
regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity,
language, religion, or any other status.
These include the right to life and
liberty, freedom from slavery and torture, freedom
of opinion and expression, the right to work and
education, and many more.
Nelson Mandela had stated ‘To deny people their
human rights is to challenge their very humanity’.
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International Human Rights Conventions and
Bodies:
o

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR):


The 30 rights and freedoms include civil and
political rights, like the right to life, liberty, free
speech and privacy and economic, social and
cultural rights, like the right to social security,
health and education, etc.

India took an active part in drafting of the
UDHR.
 The UDHR is not a treaty, so it does not
directly create legal obligations for countries.
 The UDHR, together with the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
its two Optional Protocols (on the complaints
procedure and on the death penalty) and
the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional
Protocol, form the so-called International Bill of
Human Rights.
Other Conventions:


o



These include the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide (1948), the International Convention

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 09 DECEMBER 2021

www.mymentor.com
7293010102

on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (1965), the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (1979), the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (1989) and the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006),
among others.
India is a party to all these Conventions.
Human Rights Council:


o

The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body within the United
Nations system responsible for strengthening the
promotion and protection of human rights. It is
made up of 47 United Nations Member
States which are elected by the UN General
Assembly.
 The most innovative feature of the Human Rights
Council is the Universal Periodic Review. This
unique mechanism involves a review of the human
rights records of all 192 UN member states once
every four years.
 The Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) serves as the
secretariat for the Human Rights Council.
Amnesty International:


o
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An international organisation of volunteers
who campaign for human rights. This organisation
brings out independent reports on the violation of
human rights all over the world.
Human Rights in India




Enunciated in the Constitution:
o

Since inception, the Indian Constitution
incorporated most of the rights enumerated in
the Universal Declaration in two parts,
the Fundamental Rights and the Directive
Principles of State Policy.




Fundamental Rights: Articles 12 to 35 of the
Constitution. These include the Right to Equality,
Right to Freedom, Right Against Exploitation,
Right to Freedom of Religion, Cultural &
Educational Rights, Saving of Certain Laws and
Right to Constitutional Remedies.
Directive Principles of State Policy: Article
36 to 51 of the Constitution. These include
'right to social security, right to work, to free
choice of employment, and protection against
unemployment, right to equal pay for equal work,
right to existence worthy of human dignity, right
to free & compulsory education, equal justice &
free legal aid and the principles of policy to be
followed by the State.'
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Statutory Provisions:
Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 (as
amended in 2019) provided for the constitution of
a National Human Rights Commission at the
Union level, which steers State Human Rights
Commission in States and Human Rights Courts for
better protection of Human Rights and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.
Related Initiatives:

o



o

For Poor:
Jan Dhan Account
 Rupay card
 Ujjwala gas connections
 Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin
For Women:


o

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY)
 Triple talaq
For trans-genders:


o



National Portal for Transgender Persons,
Garima Greh
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Children:
PM-CARES for Children Scheme
Divyang Jan:


o

Assistance to Disabled Persons Scheme
 Accessible India Campaign: Creation of
Accessible Environment for PwDs:
 DeenDayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme
Migrants:


o

One Nation-One Ration Card
Source: DTE
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Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (Amendment) Bill, 2021
GS Paper - 2 - Government Policies & Interventions

Why in News
Recently, the NDPS (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was
introduced in the Lok Sabha.
The bill will amend the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985.
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act,
1985





The Act regulates certain operations - such as
manufacture, transport and consumption - related to
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.
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Under the Act, financing certain illicit
activities such as cultivating cannabis, manufacturing
narcotic drugs or harbouring persons engaged in them
is an offence.
 Persons found guilty of this offence will be punished
with rigorous imprisonment of at least 10 years extendable up to 20 years - and a fine of at least
Rs.1 lakh.
 It also provides for forfeiture of property derived
from, or used in, illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances.
 It also provides for death penalty in some cases where a
person is a repeat offender.
 The Narcotics Control Bureau was also constituted
in 1986 under the Act.
Key Points




About the Bill:
o The bill would replace an ordinance
promulgated earlier this year (2021) to correct
a drafting error in a 2014 amendment to the
Act.
 Before the 2014 amendment, clause (viii-a) of
Section 2 contained sub-clauses (i) to (v),
which defined the term “illicit traffic”.
o In 2014, the Act was amended and the clause number
of the definition for such illicit activities was
changed.
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However, the section (27A) on penalty for
financing these illicit activities was not
amended and continued to refer to the earlier
clause number of the definition.
o The ordinance amended the section on
penalty to change the reference to the new clause
number.
 In a recent judgment, Tripura High Court has
held that ‘until the appropriate legislative
change occurs by amending Section 27A of
the NDPS Act appropriately, sub-clauses (i) to
(v) of clause (viii-a) of Section 2 of the NDPS Act
shall suffer effect of deletion.
Section 27A of the NDPS Act


The provision reads that whoever indulges in
financing, directly or indirectly, any of the activities
specified in sub-clauses (i) to (v) of clause (viiia) of
section 2 or harbours any person engaged in any of the
aforementioned activities.
 He shall be punishable with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than
ten years but which may extend to twenty years and
shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than
one lakh rupees but which may extend to two lakh
rupees:
o Provided that the court may, for reasons to be
recorded in the judgment, impose a fine exceeding
two lakh rupees.
Reason of Section 27A getting Inoperable
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The text of the provision says that offences
mentioned under Section 2 (viiia) sub-clauses i-v
are punishable through Section 27A.
However, Section 2 (viiia) sub-clauses i-v, which is
supposed to be the catalog of offences, does not exist
after the 2014 amendment.
So, if Section 27A penalises a blank list or a nonexistent provision, it can be argued that it is virtually
inoperable.
 Objective of the Bill:
 To help victims of drug abuse to come out
of addiction.
 To Decriminalise possession of a limited
quantity of drugs for personal use while
regulating certain operations such as
manufacturing, transport and consumption of
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.
 Concerns Related to the Bill:
 The new provision is giving retrosp ective
effect from 1st May 2014.
 That means a criminal provision is given,
which will not hold in good law.
 It also violates the fundamental rights in
Article 20 because a person can be punished
for an offence for which there is a law in
existence at the time of commission of the
offence.
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Article 20 grants protection against
arbitrary and excessive punishment to an
accused person, whether citizen or
foreigner or legal person like a company or
a corporation.
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Initiatives to Tackle Drug Addiction








Narco-Coordination Centre: The NarcoCoordination Centre (NCORD) was constituted in
2016 and the scheme of “Financial Assistance to
States for Narcotics Control” was revived.
Seizure Information Management
System: Narcotics Control Bureau has been provided
funds for developing a new software i.e. Seizure
Information Management System (SIMS) which will
create a complete online database of drug offences and
offenders.
National Drug Abuse Survey: The government is
also conducting a National Drug Abuse Survey to
measure trends of drug abuse in India through the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment with the
help of National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre of
AIIMS.
o Project Sunrise: It was launched by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare in 2016, to tackle
the rising HIV prevalence in north-eastern states
in India, especially among people injecting drugs.
NDPS Act: It prohibits a person from producing,
possessing, selling, purchasing, transporting, storing,
and/or consuming any narcotic drug or psychotropic
substance.
o The NDPS Act has since been amended thrice – in
1988, 2001 and 2014.
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The Act extends to the whole of India and it
applies also to all Indian citizens outside India and to
all persons on ships and aircraft registered in India.
Nasha Mukt Bharat: Government has also
announced the launch of the ‘Nasha Mukt Bharat’,
or Drug-Free India Campaign which focuses on
community outreach programs.

o
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Source:TH
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Indian Council of Agricultural
Research) –celebrated ‘World Soil
Day’
GS Paper - 1 - Land Resources , GS Paper - 2 - Important
International Institutions , GS Paper - 3 , Conservation ,
Environmental Pollution & Degradation

Why in News
Recently, ICAR (Indian Council of Agricultural
Research) – Central Coastal Agricultural Research
Institute (CCARI) celebrated ‘World Soil Day’ (WSD) on
5th December 2021.
Key Points


It was recommended by the International Union of
Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 2002. The Food and
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Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has supported the
formal establishment of WSD as a global awarenessraising platform under the leadership of the Kingdom of
Thailand within the framework of the Global Soil
Partnership.
5th December 2014 was designated as the first
official WSD by the UN General
Assembly (UNGA).
5th December was chosen because it corresponds
with the official birthday of H.M. King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, the King of Thailand, who
officially sanctioned the event.
FAO gives two awards in line with this day:

o



o

o

The King Bhumibol World Soil Day Award: An
annual award that honours individuals,
communities, organizations and
countries that organized remarkable and engaging
World Soil Day activities or campaigns in the
previous year.
The Glinka World Soil Prize: An annual award
for dynamic change-makers dedicated to solving one
of our world’s most pressing environmental issues:
soil degradation. It honors individuals and
organizations whose leadership and activities have
contributed, or are still contributing to the promotion
of sustainable soil management and the protection of
soil resources.
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India Initiatives to Improve Soil Health:

Soil Health Card Scheme
o Organic Farming
o Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana
o Fertilizer Self-Sufficiency
o Digital Agriculture
o Carbon Farming
o The Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) Scheme
Source: PIB
o
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Cyclone Jawad
GS Paper - 3 - Disaster Management , Important
Geophysical Phenomena

Why in News
Recently, Cyclone Jawad has hit the east coast of India
particularly the State of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.
Although the cyclone weakened and didn’t cause much
damage, it highlighted that India’s cyclone management
approach was largely based on evacuation.
 Thus, India’s cyclone management must
incorporate Mitigation and Preparedness
measures. Mitigation means measures taken prior to
the impact of a disaster to minimize its effects.
Key Points
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About Cyclone: Cyclones are rapid inward air
circulation around a low-pressure area. The air
circulates in an anticlockwise direction in the
Northern hemisphere and clockwise in the Southern
hemisphere.
o

o

o

Cyclones are usually accompanied by violent storms
and bad weather.
The word Cyclone is derived from the Greek word
Cyclos meaning the coils of a snake.
It was coined by Henry Piddington because the
tropical storms in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian
Sea appear like coiled serpents of the
sea.
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Classification of Cyclone: There are two types of
cyclones:
o

Tropical cyclones: Tropical cyclones develop in the
region between the Tropics of Capricorn and
Cancer.
They are large-scale weather systems
developing over tropical or subtropical
waters, where they get organized into surface wind
circulation.
 The World Meteorological Organization uses
the term 'Tropical Cyclone’ to cover weather
systems in which winds exceed ‘Gale Force’
(minimum of 63 km per hour)
Extra Tropical cyclones: They are also called
Temperate cyclones or middle latitude cyclones or
Frontal cyclones or Wave Cyclones.


o

Extra tropical cyclones occur in temperate zones
and high latitude regions, though they are known
to originate in the Polar Regions.
Case Study of India’s Cyclone Management




Cyclone Phailin & Fani: India has gained much
recognition globally for its swift action during some of
the major cyclones in the recent past such as Cyclone
Phailin (2012), Fani (2019), etc.
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The state government of Odisha has started
undertaking mega evacuation drives in the
aftermath of the Super Cyclone in 1999.

For example,more than a million people were
evacuated for both these events.
o The evacuations were considered to be the primary
reason for the limited human deaths
reported.
o However, there is an inadequate focus on
response aspects other than evacuation, such as
measures to minimize crop damage, assistance for
quick harvest, adequate relief and timely distribution
of post-cyclone assistance such as for damaged
houses, etc.
Cyclone Jawad: Too little attention being given to key
disaster response functions other than evacuation.




The current threat from Cyclone Jawad, which comes
at a time when crops in most parts are nearing
harvest.
o There was distress selling and premature
harvesting because of the cyclone.
Mitigation and Preparedness Measures for Cyclone
o



Hazard Mapping: Hazard mapping for cyclones
represents the results of cyclone hazard assessment on a
map, showing the frequency/probability of
occurrences of various intensities or durations.
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Land Use Planning: Policies should be in place to
regulate land use and enforcement of building codes.
o Vulnerable areas should be kept for parks, grazing
grounds or flood diversion instead of human
settlements.
Engineered Structures: Some examples of general
good construction practice include:
o Constructing buildings on stilts or on earthen
mounds.
o Buildings should be wind and water resistant.
o Buildings storing food supplies should be protected
against the winds and water.
Cyclone Shelters: Cyclone Shelters are necessary for
areas vulnerable to recurrent cyclones.
o The construction of cyclone shelters requires
substantial funding, therefore, generally
linked to support from government or
external donors.
o For construction of cyclone shelters, the most
appropriate sites should be selected, using
the Geographical Information System.
Flood Management: Flooding will result from a
cyclonic storm. Storm surges will flood the coastal
areas. Heavy rains will bring in flash floods.
o Embankments along the rivers, sea walls along the
coasts may keep water away from the flood plains.
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Water flow can be regulated through construction
of reservoirs, check dams and alternate
drainage channels/routes.
Mangrove Plantation: Mangroves protect the
coastal area from storm surge and wind accompanied
with cyclones.
o Communities should participate in the mangrove
plantation which could be organized by the local
authorities, NGOs or the community itself.
o Mangroves also help in erosion-control and
coastal conservation.
Public Awareness Generation: Public awareness
through education is the key to saving many lives. It has
been proved that most of the damage to lives and
livelihoods are due to lack of public education and
awareness.
End to End Warning System: There is a need for an
end to end early warning which will enable people at
all levels to respond quickly and effectively.
o The community should be well aware of the warning
system, the warning signals and the source where
they can get the early warning of cyclones.
Community Participation: Since the local people
are the persons best aware of the strengths and
weaknesses of their area, location, culture and
customs, some mitigation measures should be
developed by the community themselves.
o
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These community mitigation activities can be
achieved with the support from government and
other civil society organizations.
Governmental Initiatives for Cyclone Management in
India
o







National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project:
o India initiated this project to undertake structural
and non-structural measures to mitigate the cyclone’s
effects.
o The aim of the project is to protect the vulnerable
local communities from the impact of
cyclones and other hydro-meteorological calamities.
o After the formation of National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), the
management of the Project was transferred to NDMA
in September, 2006.
Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM)
Project:
o The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) has unveiled the draft
Environmental and Social Management
Framework (ESMF) for Integrated coastal
management.
o The draft plan will dictate how prospective
infrastructure projects would be assessed for
clearance by laying out guidelines for coastal States.
Coastal Regulation Zones (CRZ): The coastal areas
of seas, bays, creeks, rivers, and backwaters which get
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influenced by tides up to 500 m from the high tide
line (HTL) and the land between the low tide line
(LTL) and the high tide line have been declared
as coastal regulation zone (CRZ) in 1991.
o The coastal regulation zones have been declared by
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
change under the Environment Protection Act
1986.
 Color Coding of Cyclones:
o It is a weather warning that is issued by the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) to alert
people ahead of natural hazards.
o The four colors used by IMD are Green, Yellow,
Orange, and Red.
Source: DTE
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1857 Revolt
GS Paper - 1 - Modern Indian History ,Indian National
Movement ,Important Personalities

Why in News
A memorial-museum is being built by the Haryana
government at Ambala to honour the martyrs of the 1857
uprising.


The objective of constructing a war memorial in Ambala
is to immortalise the bravery of those unsung
heroes who never got credit for scripting the first
revolt (against the British).
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It will also highlight Haryana’s contribution to the
freedom struggle with a special emphasis on revolt
incidents at Ambala.
Key Points





About the 1857 Revolt:

It was the first expression of organised resistance
against the British East India Company
o It began as a revolt of the sepoys of the British
East India Company’s army but eventually
secured the participation of the masses.
o The revolt is known by several names: the Sepoy
Mutiny (by the British Historians), the Indian
Mutiny, the Great Rebellion (by the Indian
Historians), the Revolt of 1857, the Indian
Insurrection, and the First War of
Independence (by Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar).
Revolt in Haryana
o



Centre of Revolt: According to the historian KC
Yadav, the 1857 uprising actually started in Ambala,
and not Meerut as popularly believed.
He had documented his findings in his book
titled ‘The Revolt of 1857 in Haryana’.
Important Leaders: Rao Tula Ram in Ahirwal,
Gaffur Ali and Harsukh Rai in Palwal, Dhanu Singh in

o
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Faridabad, Nahar Singh in Ballabhgarh etc. were the
important leaders of revolt in Haryana.
Battles Fought: Many battles were fought by the
rulers of the states and by the farmers also, sometimes
defeating the British army.
Some most important battles were fought at Sirsa,
Sonipat, Rohtak and Hissar.
o In Sirsa the famous battle of Chormar was fought.
Causes of Revolt:
o Political Cause:
 British policy of expansion: The political
causes of the revolt were the British policy of
expansion through the Doctrine of Lapse and
direct annexation.
 A large number of Indian rulers and chiefs were
dislodged, thus arousing fear in the minds of
other ruling families who apprehended a similar
fate.
 By applying the doctrine of lapse, Dalhousie
annexed the States of Satara (1848
A.D.), Jaitpur, and Sambalpur (1849
A.D.), Baghat (1850 A.D.), Udaipur (1852
A.D.), Jhansi (1853 A.D.), and Nagpur (1854
A.D.)
o Social and Religious Cause:
 The rapidly spreading Western Civilisation in
India was alarming concerns all over the country.
o
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The abolition of practices like sati and
female infanticide, and the legislation
legalizing widow remarriage, were believed as
threats to the established social structure.
 Introducing western methods of education was
directly challenging the orthodoxy for Hindus as
well as Muslims
Economic Cause:
 In rural areas, peasants and zamindars were
infuriated by the heavy taxes on land and
the stringent methods of revenue
collection has led to the losing the lands that
peasants had held for generations.
 Large numbers of sepoys belonged to the
peasantry class and had family ties in
villages, so the grievances of the peasants also
affected them.
 After the Industrial Revolution in England, there
was an influx of British manufactured
goods into India, which ruined industries,
particularly the textile industry of India
 Indian handicraft industries had to compete
with cheap machine- made goods from Britain.
Military Causes:
 Indian sepoys formed more than 87% of the
British troops in India but were considered
inferior to British soldiers.
 An Indian sepoy was paid less than a European
sepoy of the same rank.


o

o
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They were required to serve in areas far away from
their homes.
 In 1856 Lord Canning issued the General
Services Enlistment Act which required that
the sepoys must be ready to serve even in
British land across the sea.
Immediate Cause:
 The Revolt of 1857 eventually broke out over the
incident of greased cartridges.
 A rumour spread that the cartridges of the
new Enfield rifles were greased with the
fat of cows and pigs.
 Before loading these rifles the sepoys had to bite
off the paper on the cartridges.
 Both Hindu and Muslim sepoys refused to use
them.


o

Centres of Revolt, Leadership and Suppression

Places of Revolt

Indian Leaders

British Officials
who suppressed
the revolt

Delhi

Bahadur Shah II

John Nicholson

Lucknow

Begum Hazrat
Mahal

Henry Lawrence
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Kanpur

Nana Saheb

Sir Colin Campbell

Jhansi & Gwalior

Lakshmi Bai &
Tantia Tope

General Hugh Rose

Bareilly

Khan Bahadur
Khan

Sir Colin Campbell

Allahabad and
Banaras

Maulvi Liyakat Ali

Colonel Oncell

Bihar

Kunwar Singh

William Taylor

Cause of Failure of Revolt






Limited Uprising: The revolt was mainly confined to
the Doab region.
 The large princely states, Hyderabad, Mysore,
Travancore, and Kashmir, as well as the smaller
ones of Rajputana, did not join the rebellion
 The southern provinces did not take part in it.
No Effective Leadership: The rebels lacked an
effective leader. Although Nana Saheb, Tantia Tope and
Rani Lakshmi Bai were brave leaders, they could not
offer effective leadership to the movement as a whole.
Limited Resources: The rebels lacked resources in
terms of men and money. The English, on the other
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hand, received a steady supply of men, money and arms
in India.
 No Participation of the Middle Class: The English
educated middle class, the rich merchants, traders and
zamindars of Bengal helped the British to suppress the
revolt.
Outcome of Revolt
End of Company Rule: The revolt marked the end of
the East India Company’s rule in India.
o Lord Canning at a Durbar in
Allahabad announced that Indian administration
was taken over by Queen Victoria, which, in effect,
meant the British Parliament.
 Religious Tolerance: It was promised and due
attention was paid to the customs and traditions of
India.
 Administrative Change: The Governor General’s
office was replaced by that of the Viceroy.
o The rights of Indian rulers were recognised.
o The Doctrine of Lapse was abolished.
o The right to adopt sons as legal heirs was accepted.
 Military Reorganisation: The ratio of British officers
to Indian soldiers increased but the armoury remained
in the hands of the English. It was arranged to end the
dominance of the Bengal army.
Source: IE
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