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The Union Minister for Labour and 

Employment flagged off the first ever 

All India Survey on Domestic 

Workers (DW). 

GS Paper - 3 - Government Policies & Interventions , 
Employment , Issues Relating to Development 

 

Context  

Recently, the Union Minister for Labour and Employment 
flagged off the first ever All India Survey on 
Domestic Workers (DW). 

 This was a first-ever such survey in independent 
India and will be completed in a year. 
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What are the main objectives of the survey 
are: 
 

 Estimate the number/proportion of DWs at 
National and State level. 

 Household Estimates of Live-in/Live-out DWs. 

 Average number of DWs engaged by different 
types of households. 

o Parameters the survey aims to capture the number 
and proportion of household workers by major states, 
with separate rural and urban break-ups, their 
percentage distribution, households that employ 
them and socio-demographic characteristics. 

o The survey would cover 37 States and Union 
Territories, covering 1.5 lakh households in 742 
districts. 

o The survey for domestic workers is among five 
national jobs surveys that will be conducted 
periodically and provide crucial data for an upcoming 
national employment policy. 
 

 The other four surveys are the All-India Survey of 
Migrant Workers, All-India Survey of Employment 
Generated by Professionals and All-India Survey of 
Employment Generated in the Transport 
Sector, All-India Quarterly Establishment-
based Employment Survey (AQEES). 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quarterly-employment-survey-qes#:~:text=The%20Quarterly%20Employment%20Survey%20(QES)%20is%20part%20of%20the%20All,organised%20segment%20in%209%20sectors.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quarterly-employment-survey-qes#:~:text=The%20Quarterly%20Employment%20Survey%20(QES)%20is%20part%20of%20the%20All,organised%20segment%20in%209%20sectors.
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What are the Need of the Survey: 
 

1)Domestic workers (DWs) constitute a 
significant portion of total employment in the 
informal sector. However, there is a dearth of data 
on the magnitude and prevailing employment 
conditions of DW. 

2)The Survey is intended to have time series 
data on domestic workers. 

3)The survey will help the government understand 
significant issues on certain special and vulnerable 
segments of labour and will guide effective 
policymaking. 

 

Who is Domestic Worker: 
 

o About: 
 

 Any person engaged by a household shall be 
classified as a domestic worker if the frequency 
of visits by the worker to the household is 
at least four days during the last 30 
days and the goods and/or services produced by 
the worker are consumed by the members of the 
household against payment either through cash or 
kind. 

o Status of Domestic Workers: 
 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 According to the latest data on the e-Shram 
portal, around 8.8% of the registered 8.56 
crore informal sector workers fall in the 
category of domestic workers. 
 

 India has around 38 crore workers in the 
informal sector. 

 At the current rate of registration in the e-shram 
portal, there would be 3-3.5 crore domestic 
workers in the country. 

 Domestic workers are the third-largest 
category of workers after agriculture and 
construction. 

 India is a signatory of the International Labour 
Organisation Convention C-189 (Domestic 
Workers Convention, 2011). 

Source: TH 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/e-shram-portal
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/e-shram-portal
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/international-labour-organization
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Matosinhos Manifesto 

GS Paper - 3 - Space Technology 

 

Context  

The European Space Agency (ESA) council has 
approved a manifesto to accelerate the use of space in 
Europe. 
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Other related information 

 Basically, the council has adopted a resolution that 
lays down a vision for the continent in terms of 
maintaining and expanding its activities in space. 

 Other than this, the council recognised two “inspirators” 
to reinforce European leadership in science, technology 
development and inspiration: an icy moon sample 
return mission and human space exploration. 

 

What are the major Key Points 

 About the Resolution: The resolution defines three 
“accelerators” to further advance Europe’s space 
ambitions. 
 

o Space for a Green Future: 
 

 Space projects that enable it to understand the 
current state of the planet and help it get to net-
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 
2050. Earth observation satellites and their 
data are a key part of this. 

o Rapid and Resilient Crisis Response: 
 

 Space applications that allow nations to 
manage more effectively any crises that crop 
up. 
 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-transforming-to-a-net-zero-emissions-energy-system
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-transforming-to-a-net-zero-emissions-energy-system
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/earth-observation-satellite-eos-01-isro


                          DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 24 NOVEMBER 2021             www.mymentor.com 

                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

 Examples: Severe flooding 
and wildfires were seen in parts of Europe 
earlier this year (2021). Also, the latest report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) has flagged frequent weather 
events, such as heatwaves, extreme rainfalls and 
rising sea levels. Some of these factors may 
influence the way wildfires play out. 

o Protection of Space Assets: 
 

 Russia's use of a missile to destroy a satellite 
in orbit recently has highlighted the need for 
new systems to safeguard European 
astronauts and satellites from interference. 

What are the Significance: 
 

o It will tackle the urgent and 
unprecedented societal, economic and security 
challenges faced by Europe and its citizens. 
 

 The large-scale nature and fast pace of the 
climate crisis and other challenges means that 
no European nation will be able to effectively 
address them alone. 

o Space has enormous untapped potential to 
help tackle these challenges, and an acceleration in 
developing European space capability is now urgently 
needed. 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/forest-fires-a-very-big-concern
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/climate-change-2021-report-ipcc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/climate-change-2021-report-ipcc
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Brief notes about European Space Agency (ESA) 

 The ESA is an intergovernmental organisation 
that was formed in 1975 with the aim of 
developing Europe’s space capabilities. 

 The organisation has 22 member states — Austria, 
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom. Slovenia, Latvia and Lithuania 
are Associate Members. 

 Related Projects: 
 

o Sentinel satellites 

o EnVision Mission to Venus 

 

Source:IE 
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Global State of Democracy Report 

2021 

GS Paper - 2 - Important International Institutions 

 

Context  

According to the recently released Global State of 
Democracy Report, 2021, the number of countries 
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moving towards authoritarianism in 2020 was higher 
than that of countries becoming more democratic. 

 Major points About this  
 

o The report aims to influence the global debate 
and analyses current trends and challenges to 
democracy, exacerbated by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

o It offers specific policy recommendations to 
spark new and innovative thinking for policymakers, 
governments and civil society organizations 
supporting democracy. 

o It is released by the International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
(International-IDEA). 

 About International Institute for Democracy 
and Electoral Assistance: 
 

o International IDEA is an intergovernmental 
organization that supports sustainable democracy 
worldwide. 

o It was founded in 1995 and currently has 33 
member states. 

o International IDEA advances democracy worldwide, 
as a universal human aspiration and an 
enabler of sustainable development, through 
support to the building, strengthening and 
safeguarding of democratic political institutions and 
processes at all levels. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/covid-19-and-india-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/covid-19-and-india-1
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What are the Highlights of the Report: 
 

o Democratic Decline: Democratically elected 
Governments, including established democracies, 
are increasingly adopting authoritarian 
tactics. 

o Effect of Pandemic: The pandemic placed 
considerable stress on democracy across the region 
by imposing inevitable restrictions on 
movement and—where governments were sensitive 
to criticism —also restrictions on freedom of 
expression. 
 

 The year 2020 was the worst on record, in terms of 
the number of countries affected by deepening 
autocratisation. 

 The pandemic has thus had a particularly 
damaging effect on non-democratic countries, 
further closing their already reduced civic space. 

o Popular Support: This democratic 
backsliding has often enjoyed significant popular 
support. 

o Indian Scenario: The report highlighted the case 
of Brazil and India as “some of the most worrying 
examples of backsliding. 
 

 However, India remained in the category of a 
mid-level performing democracy as it has since 
2000. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/future-pandemics-and-reduction-measures
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Important Major Suggestions: 
 

1)New Social Contract: There is a need to 
deliver on political or civic reforms or develop 
a new social contract that closes the gap between 
what people want and what governments currently 
deliver. 
 

 This can be done by designing responsive, 
inclusive, accountable, and transparent 
institutions oriented towards achieving 
sustainable development. 

2)Strengthening Institutions: Rebuilding 
existing institutions by updating practices in 
established democracies, building democratic 
capacity in new democracies, and protecting electoral 
integrity, fundamental freedoms and rights, and the 
checks and balances essential to thriving democratic 
systems. 

3)Strengthening Civil Society: Preventing the 
rising authoritarianism and democratic 
backsliding can be done by investing in education 
and by supporting independent civil society, 
combatting disinformation and supporting free and 
independent media that facilitates the growth of 
democratic cultures, values and practice. 

Source: TH 

 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) Urban Index and Dashboard 

2021–22. 

GS Paper - 1 - GS Paper - 2 , GS Paper - 3 , Infrastructure 
, Urbanization , Poverty and Developmental Issues , 

Government Policies & Interventions , Welfare Schemes 
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Context  

Recently, NITI Aayog under the Indo-German 
Cooperation released the inaugural Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) Urban Index and 
Dashboard 2021–22. 

Other related information 

 Earlier in June 2021, the third edition of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India 
Index and Dashboard 2020–21. 

 

Key Points about the Index  
 

o The index and dashboard are a result of the NITI 
Aayog-Germany's International Cooperation 
Agency (GIZ) and BMZ collaboration focused 
on driving SDG localization in our cities, under the 
umbrella of Indo-German Development 
Cooperation. 

o It ranks 56 urban areas on 77 SDG indicators 
across 46 targets of the SDG framework. 

o It will further strengthen SDG localization and 
institute robust SDG monitoring at the city 
level. 

 Ranking Scale: 
 

o The urban areas are ranked on a scale of 0-
100. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/niti-aayog-national-institution-for-transforming-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sdg-india-index-2020-21-niti-aayog
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sdg-india-index-2020-21-niti-aayog
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o A score of 100 implies that the urban area has 
achieved the targets set for 2030; a score of 0 
implies that it is the farthest from achieving 
the targets among the selected urban areas. 

o Overall or composite urban area scores are then 
generated from the Goal-wise scores to measure 
aggregate performance of the urban area. 

o Urban areas have been classified as below based on 
their composite score: 
 

 Aspirant: 0–49 

 Performer: 50–64 

 Front-Runner: 65–99 

 Achiever: 100 

 Performance of the States: 
 

o Top Performers: 
 

 Shimla, Coimbatore, Chandigarh, 
Thiruvananthapuram and Kochi. 

o Worst Performers: 
 

 Dhanbad, Meerut, Itanagar, Guwahati and Patna. 

 Significance Of the Index: 
 

o Cities are fast becoming engines of growth. The SDG 
Urban index and dashboard will go a long way 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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in instituting a robust SDG monitoring 
system in our cities, and is a milestone step in our 
SDG localisation journey. 
 

 The Niti Aayog is of the view that 
this transformative change is quite 
essential, given the increasing prominence of our 
cities and urban areas in charting the future of 
development in India. 

o It highlights the strengths and gaps of Urban Local 
Body (ULB) level data, monitoring, and reporting 
systems. 

 

Indo-German Development Cooperation 

 Background: 

o The year 2008 marked 50 years of Indo-
German development cooperation. Begun in 
the 1950s, development cooperation with India grew 
so rapidly that in a short time it became the largest 
recipient of German development assistance. 

o The construction of the Rourkela Steel Plant in 
Orissa was a hallmark of this intensive cooperation in 
the early 1960s. 

o Later, both countries set up one of India's premiere 
educational institutions - the Indian Institute of 
Technology in Madras. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o In the 1990’s, development cooperation dealt 
with the issues of poverty reduction and social 
infrastructure. 

 About: 

o Indo-German development cooperation is a solid 
pillar of the Indo-German strategic 
partnership. 

o Both countries are equally committed to 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs); further, they want to tackle global 
challenges in the fields of climate and environment. 

o It is well integrated in the foreign policy 
framework of relations between India and 
Germany. 

o India is viewed by Germany as one of the Global 
Development Partners that have a key role to play 
in solving global development issues. 

 Programme Focus: 

o Today, the Indo-German development cooperation 
programme focuses on the following mutually 
agreed priority areas: 

 Energy 

 Environment and Management of Natural 
Resources 

 Sustainable Urban Development 

Source:PIB 
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Panchayat Extension to Scheduled 

Areas (PESA) Act, 1996 

GS Paper - 2 - Issues Relating to Development , Issues 
Related to SCs & STs , Management of Social 

Sector/Services 

 

Context  

Recently, the Chhattisgarh government has formulated 
draft rules under Panchayat Extension to Scheduled 
Areas (PESA) Act, 1996, terming it the Chhattisgarh 
Panchayat Provisions (Extension of the 
Scheduled) Rules, 2021. 
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Other related information  

 Tribals in Chhattisgarh have been demanding the 
enactment of PESA rules for some time, as it would 
give them more power over their resources. 

 The bill envisages instituting devaluation of power, 
and strengthening the gram sabhas at the village 
level. 

 Six states (Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, 
Jharkhand, Gujarat, Maharashtra) have formed the 
PESA laws, and Chhattisgarh would become the seventh 
state if the rules are enacted. 

 

Major Key Points about this act  

 About PESA Act 1996: 
 

o Background: To promote local self-governance in 
rural India, the 73rd constitutional 
amendment was made in 1992. 
 

 Through this amendment, a three-tier Panchayati 
Raj Institution was made into a law. 

 However, its application to the scheduled and 
tribal areas under Article 243(M) was 
restricted. 

 After the Bhuria Committee 
recommendations in 1995, PESA Act 1996 
came into existence for ensuring tribal self-rule for 
people living in scheduled areas of India. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/panchayati-raj-institution-pri#:~:text=PRI%20was%20constitutionalized%20through%20the,completed%2026%20years%20of%20existence.
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/panchayati-raj-institution-pri#:~:text=PRI%20was%20constitutionalized%20through%20the,completed%2026%20years%20of%20existence.
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o Role of State Government: PESA, was enacted by 
the Centre to ensure self-governance through 
gram sabhas (village assemblies) for people 
living in scheduled areas. 
 

 State governments were required to amend their 
respective Panchayat Raj Acts without making any 
law that would be inconsistent with the mandate of 
PESA. 

o Objective: It legally recognises the right of 
tribal communities, residents of the scheduled 
areas, to govern themselves through their own 
systems of self-government. 
 

 It acknowledges their traditional rights over 
natural resources. 

 Importance of Gram Sabha in PESA Act: 
 

o Democratic Decentralisation: PESA empowers 
gram sabhas to play a key role in approving 
development plans and controlling all social sectors. 
This includes management of : 
 

 Resources over jal, jangal, zameen (water, forest 
and land) 

 Minor forest produce 

 Human resources: Processes and personnel who 
implement policies 

 Managing local markets 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/msp-hiked-for-minor-forest-produce#:~:text=MFP%2Drich%20districts.-,Minor%20Forest%20Produce%20(MFP),live%20in%20or%20near%20forests.
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 Preventing land alienation 

 Regulating intoxicants among other things 

o Preserving Identity: The powers of gram sabhas 
include maintenance of cultural identity and 
tradition, control over schemes affecting the 
tribals, and control over natural resources within the 
area of a village. 

o Conflict Resolution: The PESA Act thus enables 
gram sabhas to maintain a safety net over 
their rights and surroundings against external or 
internal conflicts. 

o Public Watchdog: The gram sabha would have the 
powers to monitor and prohibit the manufacturing, 
transport, sale and consumption of intoxicants within 
their village limits. 

What are the Issues Related to PESA: 
 

o Partial Implementation: The state governments 
are supposed to enact state laws for their Scheduled 
Areas in consonance with this national law. 
 

 This has resulted in the partially implemented 
PESA. 

 The partial implementation has worsened self-
governance in Adivasi areas,like in Jharkhand. 

o Administrative Hurdles: Many experts have 
asserted that PESA did not deliver due to the lack of 
clarity, legal infirmity, bureaucratic apathy, absence 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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of a political will, resistance to change in the 
hierarchy of power, and so on. 

o Followed in Letter Rather than Spirit: Social 
audits conducted across the state have also pointed 
out that in reality different developmental schemes 
were being approved on paper by Gram Sabha, 
without actually having any meeting for discussion 
and decision making. 

India’s Tribal Policy 

 In India, most of the tribes are collectively identified 
under Article 342 (1&2) as "Scheduled Tribes". 

 Their right to self-determination is guaranteed by Part 
X: The Scheduled and Tribal Areas – Article 244: 
Administration of Scheduled Areas and Tribal Areas. 

 That is, Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the Indian 
Constitution. 

 The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to 
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 or PESA. 

 The Tribal Panchsheel Policy 

 Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 
2006 concerns the rights of forest-dwelling 
communities to land and other resources. 

Way Forward 

 PESA, if it is implemented in letter and spirit, will 
rejuvenate the dying self-governance system in 
the tribal area. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 This will also give an opportunity to correct the 
loopholes in the traditional governance system and 
make it a more gender-inclusive and democratic space. 

Source: IE 
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