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Biden-Xi first virtual bilateral Summit 

GS Paper - 2 - Effect of Policies & Politics of Countries on 
India's Interests 

 

Context  

Recently, President Joe Biden of the United States and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping met for the first virtual 
bilateral meeting. The meeting ended with the clear 
divergences in the positions taken by the two sides. 

Other related information 

 US-China confrontation is on multiple fronts including 
ideological and cultural hegemonic rivalry, trade 
wars which has often been called the New Cold War. 
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Major Key Points 

1)US’ Reservations Against China: 
 

o Human Rights Violations: US raised concerns 
about the human rights violation practices 
in Xinjiang (Uighur Muslims), Tibet, and Hong 
Kong. 

o Trade War: US’ trade deficit with China was 
around USD 375 billion for 2017. Due to this, former 
US President Donald Trump imposed import duties 
on Chinese exports to the US. 
 

 The US president held that the need is to protect 
American workers and industries from China's 
unfair trade and economic practices. 

 The US Treasury Department has declared China 
as a currency manipulator. 

o Free and Open Indo-Pacific: China's 
assertiveness in South China Sea, claiming the 
majority of sea as its territory, has prompted the US 
to reiterate the importance of freedom of navigation 
and safe overflight to the region’s prosperity. 

o Taiwan: China and Taiwan separated amid civil 
war in 1949 and China considers Taiwan part of its 
territory to be taken control of by force if necessary. 
However, Taiwan's leaders say that Taiwan is a 
sovereign state. 
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 The US remains committed to the ‘One China’ 
policy. However, it “strongly opposes unilateral 
efforts to change the status quo or undermine 
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait”. 

2)China’s Reservations Against US: 
 

o Alliances and Groupings: China has raised 
reservations regarding the alliances and groupings 
led by the US. China held that these groupings 
created “divisions” in the world. 
 

 This was a reference to the Quad grouping, 
which includes US, India, Australia and Japan and 
the AUKUS deal among Australia, UK and US to 
deliver nuclear-powered submarines to Australia. 

 Moreover, the US has recently proposed to 
expand G7 to G-11 without including China in it. 

o Competition for Dominating World 
Finances: To counter the US-
dominated International Monetary 
Fund, World Bank and World Trade 
Organization, China has come out with alternative 
financial institutions like Asia Infrastructure 
Investment Bank, and New Development 
Bank. 

3)US-India-China Relations: 
 

o US Helping India address disputes with 
China: US aims to support India via military, 
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diplomatic and intelligence channels to help address 
continental challenges such as the border dispute 
with China. 

o US Supports India's reservations against Belt 
Road Initiative: US seeks the transparent 
infrastructure-debt practices in the countries facing 
debt due to Chinese financing under Belt Road 
Initiative. 
 

 Build Back Better World (B3W) is an 
international infrastructure investment initiative 
announced by the Group of Seven (G-7) richest 
democracies in June 2021. 

 The B3W initiative is being seen as the US' 
initiative to counter China's Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI). 

o Balancing China: The US is in favour of strong 
India, in cooperation with like-minded countries, 
which would act as a counterbalance to China in 
the strategic Indo-Pacific region. 
 

 Due to this, India and the US have signed four 
fundamental defence agreements: 
 

 The General Security of Military 
Information Agreement (GSOMIA-2002). 

 The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA-2016). 
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 The Communication Compatibility and 
Security Agreement (COMCASA-2018). 

 The Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement (BECA-2020) 

What can be done more 

 US-China’s Responsibility: It is the responsibility of 
leaders of China and the US to ensure that the 
competition between the countries does not veer into 
conflict, whether intended or unintended. 

 India to Maintain Interest Oriented 
Balancing: India should realise its rising global power 
and rather than getting enmeshed in US-China rivalry, 
it should prioritize its own interests and growth by 
maintaining peaceful mutual relationships. 

Source: IE 
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LGBTIQ 

 GS Paper - 2 - Issues Related to Transgenders , Welfare 
Schemes , Gender , Government Policies & Interventions 

 

Context  

The senior advocate Saurabh Kirpal could be be 
India’s first openly gay judge. After deferment for four 
times, the Supreme Court Collegium has finally 
recommended his name as judge of the Delhi High 
Court. 
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Other related information 

 Although conflict of interest was claimed as the 
excuse for deferment, it has been a popular argument in 
legal circles that the delay in recommending his name 
was due to his sexual orientation. 

 If selected, his elevation will mark a key turning point in 
LGBTQ rights. LGBTQ is an acronym for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning. 

 Earlier, the European Parliament had declared 
the European Union an “LGBTIQ Freedom 
Zone” 

 

Notes about Appointment of a High Court Judge 

 Article 217 of the Indian Constitution states 
that the Judge of a High Court shall be appointed 
by the President in consultation with the Chief 
Justice of India (CJI), the Governor of the State, 
and, in the case of appointment of a Judge other than 
the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of the High 
Court. 

 The Second Judges Case (1993) introduced 
the Collegium system, holding that “consultation” 
really meant “concurrence”. 
 

o It added that it was not the CJI’s individual opinion, 
but an institutional opinion formed in consultation 
with the two senior-most judges in the SC. 
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 Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed only 
through the collegium system and the government 
has a role only after names have been decided by 
the collegium. 

 A High Court (HC) collegium is led by its Chief 
Justice and four other senior most judges of that court. 
 

o The names recommended for appointment by a HC 
collegium reaches the government only after 
approval by the CJI and the SC collegium. 

 The government’s role is limited to getting an inquiry 
conducted by the Intelligence Bureau (IB) if a lawyer is 
to be elevated as a judge in a High Court or the Supreme 
Court. 
 

o Intelligence Bureau (IB): It is a reputed and 
established intelligence agency. It is 
authoritatively controlled by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 

 It can also raise objections and seek clarifications 
regarding the collegium’s choices, but if the collegium 
reiterates the same names, the government is bound, 
under Constitution Bench judgments, to appoint them 
as judges. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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Major Key Points 

1)Status of LGBTQ Rights in India: 

o National Legal Services Authority Vs. Union 
of India (2014): The SC observed 
that “recognition of transgenders as a third 
gender is not a social or medical issue, but a human 
rights issue”. 

o Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union Of India 
(2018): The SC decriminalised 
homosexuality by striking off parts of Section 
377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) which were 
held violative of Fundamental Rights of LGBTQ 
Community. 

 The SC held that Article 14 of the Constitution 
guarantees equality before law and this 
applies to all classes of citizens therby restoring 
‘inclusiveness’ of LGBTQ Community. 

 It also upheld the pre-eminence 
of Constitutional morality in India by 
observing that equality before law cannot be 
denied by giving precedence to public or religious 
morality. 

 The SC stated that the ‘Yogyakarta Principles 
on the Application of International Law in 
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Relation to Issues of Sexual Orientation 
and Gender Identity’ should be applied as a 
part of Indian law. 

 Yogyakarta Principles recognise freedom of 
sexual orientation and gender identity as part of 
Human Rights. 

 They were outlined in 2006 in Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia by a distinguished group of 
International Human Right experts. 

o Tussle Over Same Sex Marraiges: In Shafin 
Jahan v. Asokan K.M. and others (2018) case, 
the SC observed that choice of a partner is a person’s 
fundamental right, and it can be a same-sex partner. 

 However, in February, 2021, the Central 
Government opposed same-sex marriage in 
Delhi High Court stating that a marriage in India 
can be recognised only if it is between a 
“biological man” and a “biological 
woman” capable of producing children. 

o Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) 
Act, 2019: The Parliament has passed 
the Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Bill, 2019 which has been criticised for its 
poor understanding of gender and sexual identity. 

What are the Challenges Faced by LGBTQ 
Community: 

o Family: The problem of sexual orientation and 
gender identity leads to fighting and family 
disruption. 
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 Lack of communication and misunderstanding 
between parents and their LGBTQ children 
increases family conflict. 

o Discrimination at Work Place: LGBTQ suffers 
from the socio-economic inequalities in large part 
due to discrimination in the workplace. 

o Health Issues: Criminalisation of homosexuality 
leads to discrimination and results in LGBTQ people 
getting poor or inadequate access to services within 
the health system. 

 It also creates barriers to both the availability and 
the ability to access HIV prevention, testing and 
treatment services. 

o Isolation and Drug Abuse: They gradually 
develop low self-esteem and low self-confidence and 
become isolated from friends and family. 

 These people mostly get addicted to drugs, alcohol, 
and tobacco to get themselves relieved of stress 
and rejection and discrimination. 

What can be done more  

 The LGTBQ community needs an anti-
discrimination law that empowers them to build 
productive lives and relationships irrespective of gender 
identity or sexual orientation and place the onus to 
change on state and society and not the individual. 

 Government bodies, especially related to Health, and 
Law and Order need to be sensitised to ensure that 
the LGBTQ community is not denied public services or 
harassed for their sexual orientation. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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Source: IE 

 

Bribery Risk Matrix 2021  released by 
TRACE 

GS Paper - 2 - Transparency & Accountability , 
Government Policies & Interventions , Important 

International Institutions 

 

Context  

Recently, Bribery Risk Matrix 2021 was released by 
TRACE, an anti-bribery standard setting 
organisation. 

 

Brief notes About the Matrix: 
 

o It measures business bribery risk in 194 
countries, territories, and autonomous and semi-
autonomous regions. 
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o It was originally published in 2014 to meet a 
need in the business community for more reliable 
and nuanced information about the risks of 
commercial bribery worldwide. 

o It aggregates relevant data obtained from 
leading public interest and international 
organisations, including the United 
Nations, World Bank, V-Dem Institute at the 
University of Gothenburg and World Economic 
Forum. 

 Calculation Methods: Score is calculated on the basis 
of four factors: 
 

o Enforcement and anti-bribery deterrence. 

o Business interactions with the government. 

o Government and civil service transparency. 

o Capacity for civil society oversight which includes the 
media's role. 

 Performance of the Countries: 
 

o India: 
 

 India has slipped to 82nd position in 2021, five 
places down from 77th rank last year. 
 

 In 2020, India ranked 77 with a score of 
45 while this year, the country stood 
at 82nd position with a score of 44. 
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 India fared better than its neighbours – 
Pakistan, China, Nepal and Bangladesh. Bhutan, 
meanwhile, secured 62nd rank. 

o World: 
 

 North Korea, Turkmenistan, Venezuela and 
Eritrea pose the highest commercial bribery 
risk, while Denmark, Norway, Finland, Sweden 
and New Zealand present the lowest. 

 Over the past five years, the business bribery 
risk environment in the United States 
worsened significantly when compared with 
global trends. 

 From 2020 to 2021, all of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries saw an increase in 
commercial bribery risk. 

 Related Steps Taken by India: India, in pursuance 
of its commitment to “Zero Tolerance Against 
Corruption” has taken several measures to combat 
corruption which, inter alia, include: 
 

o Systemic improvements and reforms to 
provide transparent citizen-friendly 
services and reduce corruption. These, inter alia, 
include: 
 

 Disbursement of welfare benefits directly to the 
citizens under various schemes of the Government 
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in a transparent manner through the Direct 
Benefit Transfer initiative. 

 Implementation of E-tendering in public 
procurements. 

 Introduction of e-Governance and simplification 
of procedure and systems. 

 Introduction of Government procurement through 
the Government e- Marketplace (GeM). 

o The Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988: 
 

 It clearly criminalizes the act of giving 
bribes and will help check big ticket corruption by 
creating a vicarious liability in respect of senior 
management of commercial organizations. 

o Central Vigilance Commission (CVC), through 
various orders and circulars recommended adoption 
of Integrity Pact to all the organizations in 
major procurement activities and to ensure effective 
and expeditious investigation wherever any 
irregularity / misconduct is noticed. 

o The institution of Lokpal has been 
operationalised by appointment of Chairperson 
and Members. 
 

 Lokpal is statutorily mandated to directly 
receive and process complaints as regards alleged 
offences against public servants under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act,1988. 

Source: IE 
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7th edition of Indian Ocean Naval 
Symposium (IONS) Conclave hosted 

by the French Navy at Paris 

GS Paper - 2 - India and its Neighbourhood , Effect of 
Policies & Politics of Countries on India's Interests , 
Groupings & Agreements Involving India and/or 

Affecting India's Interests 

 

Context  

The 7th edition of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 
(IONS) Conclave of Chiefs is being hosted by the 
French Navy at Paris from 15th-16th Nov 21. 

 The inaugural edition of IONS was held in Feb 
2008 at New Delhi, with the Indian Navy as the 
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Chair for two years. The IONS Chair is presently held in 
France. 

Key Points 

 About: 
 

o The IONS is a voluntary and inclusive initiative 
that brings together navies of Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR) littoral states to increase maritime 
co-operation and enhance regional security. 

o It also serves to develop an effective response 
mechanism and humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief (HADR) against natural disasters. 

o The chairmanship of IONS has been held by India 
(2008-10), UAE (2010-12), South Africa (2012-14), 
Australia (2014-16), Bangladesh (2016-18) and 
Islamic Republic of Iran (2018-21). 
 

 France assumed the Chairmanship in June 2021 
for a two-year tenure. 

 Who are the Members: 
 

o IONS includes 24 member nations that touch 
or lie within the IOR, and 8 observer nations. 

o The members have been geographically grouped into 
the following four sub-regions: 
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 South Asian Littorals: Bangladesh, India, 
Maldives, Pakistan, Seychelles, Sri Lanka and 
United Kingdom (British Indian Ocean Territory) 

 West Asian Littorals: Iran, Oman, Saudi Arabia 
and United Arab Emirates 

 East African Littorals: France (Reunion), 
Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, South Africa, and 
Tanzania. 

 South East Asian and Australian 
Littorals: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

 What are the major Significance For India: 
 

o IONS fits into India’s three-fold ambitions in 
the region: 
 

 Strengthening and deepening the 
relations with the Indian Ocean littoral states, 

 Establishing its leadership potential 
and aspirations of being a net-security 
provider, and 

 Fulfilling India’s vision of a rules-based and 
stable maritime order in the IOR. 

o It will help India to consolidate its sphere of 
influence from the Straits of Malacca 
to Hormuz. 

o IONS can be used to counterbalance the 
increasing presence of China in the region. 
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 Other Important Groupings/Initiatives 
Associated with IOR: 
 

o Indian Ocean Rim Association: The Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA) was established 
in 1997. 
 

 It is aimed at strengthening regional cooperation 
and sustainable development within the Indian 
Ocean region. 

o Indian Ocean Commission: Recently, India has 
been approved as an observer of the Indian 
Ocean Commission, the inter-governmental 
organization that coordinates maritime governance 
in the south-western Indian Ocean. 

o Security and Growth for All in the Region 
(SAGAR): It was launched in 2015. 
 

 Through SAGAR, India seeks to deepen economic 
and security cooperation with its maritime 
neighbours and assist in building their maritime 
security capabilities. 

o Information Fusion Centre for the Indian 
Ocean Region (IFC-IOR): It was set up by India 
in 2018, as an information-sharing hub of 
maritime data. 

o Asia Africa Growth Corridor: The idea of Asia 
Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC) emerged in the 
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joint declaration issued by India and Japan in 2016. 
 

 The AAGC is raised on four pillars of Development 
and Cooperation Projects, Quality Infrastructure 
and Institutional Connectivity, Enhancing 
Capacities and Skills and People-to-People 
partnership. 

o Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation: It is a 
sub-regional organization that came into being in 
1997 through the Bangkok Declaration. 
 

 It mainly aims to create an enabling environment 
for rapid economic development, accelerate social 
progress, and promote collaboration on matters of 
common interest in the IOR. 

Source: PIB 
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'Bhumi Samvaad' - 
National Workshop on Digital India 

Land Record Modernisation 
Programme (DILRMP). 

GS Paper - 2 - Central Sector Schemes , Government 
Policies & Interventions ,GS Paper - 3 

 

Context  

Recently, the Ministry of Rural 
Development inaugurated 'Bhumi Samvaad' - 
National Workshop on Digital India Land Record 
Modernisation Programme (DILRMP). 
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 The Ministry also launched the National Generic 
Document Registration System (NGDRS) 
portal and Dashboard. 

Key Points 

 Launch: 
 

o The DILRMP was approved by the Cabinet on 
21st August, 2008. 

o For modernization of land records system in 
the country, a modified programme, viz., 
the National Land Records Modernization 
Programme (NLRMP), now renamed as 
Digital India Land Records Modernization 
Programme (DILRMP), has been formulated. 

o Two Centrally sponsored schemes of 
Computerization of Land Records (CLR) and 
Strengthening of Revenue Administration and 
updating of Land Records (SRA&ULR) were 
merged. 

 About: 
 

o It is a Central Sector scheme that has been 
extended to 2023-24, to complete its original 
targets as well as expand its ambit with a slew of new 
schemes. 

o It attempts to build upon the commonalities that 
exist in the arena of land records in various 
States to develop an appropriate Integrated Land 
Information Management System 
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(ILIMS) across the country, on which different 
States can also add State-specific needs as they may 
deem relevant and appropriate. 
 

 ILIMS: The system contains information 
on parcel ownership, land use, taxation, 
location boundaries, land value, 
encumbrances and many more. 

o It is being implemented by the Department of 
Land Resources (Ministry of Rural 
Development). 

 Aim: 
 

o To usher in a system of updated land records, 
automated and automatic mutation, integration 
between textual and spatial records, inter-
connectivity between revenue and registration, to 
replace the present deeds registration and 
presumptive title system with that of conclusive 
titling with title guarantee. 

 Components: 
 

o Computerization of land records. 

o Survey/re-survey. 

o Computerization of Registration. 

o Modern record rooms/land records management 
centres at tehsil/taluk/circle/block level. 

o Training & capacity building. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Benefits: 
 

o Real-time land ownership records will be 
available to the citizen. 

o Free accessibility to the records will reduce 
interface between the citizen and the 
Government functionaries, thereby reducing 
rent seeking and harassment. 
 

 Public-Private Partnership (PPP) mode of 
service delivery will further reduce citizen 
interface with Govt. machinery, while adding 
to the convenience. 

o The single-window service or the web-enabled 
“anytime-anywhere” access will save the 
citizen time and effort in obtaining RoRs (Record 
of Rights), etc. 

o Automatic and automated mutations will 
significantly reduce the scope of fraudulent 
property deals. 

o Conclusive titling will also significantly reduce 
litigation. 

o Certificates based on land data (e.g., domicile, 
caste, income, etc.) will be available to the citizen 
through computers. 

o This method will permit e-linkages to credit 
facilities. 

o Information on eligibility for Government 
programs will be available, based on the data. 
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 Other Related Initiatives: 
 

o National Generic Document Registration 
System: 
 

 It is a major shift from the existing manual 
registration system to online registration of all 
transactions in sale-purchase and transfer 
of land. 

 It is a big step towards National Integration and a 
leap towards ‘One Nation One Software’. 

o Unique Land Parcel Identification Number: 
 

 Being described as “the Aadhaar for land", it is a 
number that would uniquely identify every 
surveyed parcel of land and prevent land 
fraud, especially in the hinterlands of rural India, 
where land records are outdated and often 
disputed. 

Source: PIB 
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