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China Delivers Largest Warship to 
Pakistan: PNS Tughril 

GS Paper - 2 - Groupings & Agreements Involving India 
and/or Affecting India's Interests , GS Paper - 3 

 

Why in News 

Recently, China handed over the first Type 054A/P 
frigate (warship) to Pakistan. It is named the PNS 
Tughril. 

 The PNS Tughril is the first hull of four Type 054 
frigates being constructed for the Pakistan 
Navy. 
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Key Points 

 Features: 
 

o The ship is a technologically advanced and 
highly capable platform with enormous surface-
to-surface, surface-to-air and underwater 
firepower, besides extensive surveillance 
potentials. 

o This warship has world-class stealth capability 
and can easily dodge any radar. 

o It also has long-range missiles and a state-of-
the-art cannon capable of firing multiple rounds in a 
minute. 

o The warship is fitted with a state-of-the-art Battle 
Management System (BMS), which will increase 
the fighting capability of the Pakistan Navy manifold. 
 

 BMS basically helps communicate between the 
radar and the interceptor missile. 

 Concerns for India: 
 

o It will strengthen Pakistan Navy's capabilities 
to respond to maritime challenges to ensure 
seaward defence in the Indian Ocean region. 
 

 It will form the mainstay of the Pakistan Navy fleet 
while bolstering the Pakistan Navy's maritime 
defence capabilities. 
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o Besides the advanced naval ships, China also 
partners with the Pakistan Air Force to build 
JF-17 Thunder fighter aircraft. 

o Besides building its first military base in 
Djibouti in the Horn of Africa in the Indian 
Ocean, China has acquired Pakistan's Gwadar 
port in the Arabian Sea which connects with China's 
Xinjiang province by land in the USD 60 
billion China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). 
 

 China is also developing Sri Lanka's 
Hambantota port after it acquired it on 99 
years' lease. 

o The modernisation of the Pakistan Navy coupled with 
the acquisition of the naval bases was expected to 
shore up the Chinese Navy's presence in the 
Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea. 

India’s Rising Profile in the Indian Ocean Region 

 Various Agreements with Littoral Nations: India 
has negotiated agreements with several states in 
the littoral IOR to obtain military access to their 
bases. 
 

o Such agreements, including access to Indonesia’s 
strategically-located deep-sea Sabang 
port and Oman’s Duqm port, enhance New 
Delhi’s geopolitical positioning as it looks to 
counter China’s “string of pearls.” 
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 Engagement Outside IOR: India has engaged with 
powers outside of the IOR, deepening cooperation 
with France and the United States through 
logistics agreements, 
 

o This grants India access to port facilities at the 
US base on Diego Garcia (southernmost member 
of the Chagos Archipelago, in the central Indian 
Ocean) and the French base on Reunion Island. 

 Quadrilateral Dialogue: The United States engages 
with India through the informal Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue, or the “Quad,” which also 
includes Australia and Japan. 

 Paris-New Delhi-Canberra Axis: France has called 
for the creation of a “Paris-New Delhi-Canberra” 
axis in the Indo-Pacific, underscoring India’s 
growing influence on geopolitics in the IOR. 

 Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean 
Region (IFC-IOR): IFC-IOR is established with the 
vision of strengthening maritime security in the region, 
by building a common coherent maritime situation 
picture and acting as a maritime information hub for 
the region. 

 Maritime Exercises: India concluded an edition of its 
“Malabar” naval exercise, which included the US, 
Japan and Australia. 
 

o In 2018, India also held multilateral naval exercises 
called “Milan” in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
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with 16 other countries and in the Rim of the 
Pacific Exercise (RIMPAC), sailing alongside the 
Australian, Japanese, and US naval forces. 

 Naval Ships: While India already has one 
commissioned carrier, the INS Vikramaditya, and 
plans to commission a second, the INS Vikrant, it has 
outlined an ambitious plan to develop a class of aircraft 
carriers to follow the Vikrant. 
 

o India’s navy has further outlined plans to procure 
57 carrier-based fighter jets, as well as 
modernize its submarine fleet with a new Arihant -
class of nuclear-powered attack vessels. 

 

Source: TH 
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CBIC Guidelines on Blocking Input 
Tax Credit 

GS Paper - 2 - Government Policies & Interventions , GS 
Paper - 3 - Planning 

 

Why in News 

Recently, the CBIC (Central Board of Indirect Taxes 
and Customs) issued guidelines on blocking of tax 
credit by GST (Goods and Services Tax) field 
officers, saying that such blocking should be on the basis 
of 'material evidence' and not just out of 'suspicion'. 

Key Points 

 Input Tax Credit: 
 

o It is the tax that a business pays on a purchase and 
that it can use to reduce its tax liability when it makes 
a sale. 
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o It means at the time of paying tax on output, 
one can reduce the tax that has already been 
paid on inputs and pay the balance amount. 

o Exceptions: A business under composition scheme 
cannot avail of input tax credit. ITC cannot be 
claimed for personal use or for goods that are 
exempt. 
 

 Composition Scheme is a scheme under GST 
which can be opted to get rid of tedious GST 
formalities.It can be opted by any taxpayer whose 
turnover is less than Rs. 1.5 crore. 

 

 Provisions for Claiming ITC: 
 

o The amended Rule 36 (4) of the CGST (Central 
GST) Rules, 2017, provides that the input tax credit 
can be availed only when a supplier of goods updates 
and uploads online the details of supplies through 
each of the bills. 

 New Guidelines: 
 

o It laid down some specific circumstances in 
which such ITC could be blocked by a senior tax 
officer. 

o These include availment of credit without any 
invoice or any valid document, or availing of credit 
by purchasers on invoices on which GST has not been 
paid by sellers. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o The commissioner, or an officer authorised by 
him, not below the rank of assistant 
commissioner, must form an opinion for blocking 
of ITC only after "proper application of 
mind" considering all the facts of the case. 
 

 The government had introduced Rule 86A in 
GST rules in December 2019 giving powers to 
taxmen to block the ITC available in the electronic 
credit ledger of a taxpayer if the officer has 
"reasons to believe" that the ITC was availed 
fraudulently. 

o The reasons are to be on the basis of material 
evidence available or gathered in relation to 
fraudulent availment of input tax credit or ineligible 
input tax credit availed as per the 
conditions/grounds under sub-rule (1) of Rule 86A. 

o These guidelines have recommended monetary 
limits for the division of powers between 
commissions, joint commissioners, and assistant 
commissioners on blocking of the tax credit. 
 

 A deputy or assistant commissioner can block ITC 
up to Rs 1 crore, additional or joint commission 
above Rs 1 crore but not exceeding Rs 5 crore and 
principal commissioner or commissioner above Rs 
5 crore. 

o In case an officer blocks the ITC under due 
procedure, the taxpayer will be informed about 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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the action on the GST portal along with details of 
the officer who has blocked it. 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 

 It is a part of the Department of Revenue under 
the Ministry of Finance. 

 The Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) 
was renamed as the CBIC in 2018 after the roll 
out of the GST. 

 It deals with the tasks of formulation of policy 
concerning levy and collection of customs, central excise 
duties, Central GST (CGST) and Integrated GST (IGST). 
 

o GST Law comprising (i) Central Goods and Services 
Tax Act, 2017 (ii) State Goods and Services Tax Act, 
2017 (iii) Union Territory Goods and Services Tax 
Act, 2017, (iv) Integrated Goods and Services Tax 
Act, 2017 (v) Goods and Services Tax (Compensation 
to States) Act, 2017. 

 

Source:TH 
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Double Asteroid Redirection Test 
(DART) Mission: NASA 

GS Paper - 3 - Space Technology 

 

Why in News 

NASA will launch its first planetary defense test 
mission named the Double Asteroid Redirection 
Test (DART). 

 The DART spacecraft will be launched on a SpaceX 
Falcon 9 rocket. 

Key Points 

 Aim of the Mission: 
 

o The mission is to test the new technology to be 
prepared in case an asteroid heads towards 
Earth in the future. 
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o The aim is to test the newly developed technology 
that would allow a spacecraft to crash into an 
asteroid and change its course. 
 

 After the mission has collided with the 
asteroid, scientists will study its impact on 
the trajectory of the asteroid with a range of 
telescopes deployed on different regions of the 
planet. 

 DART will be the first demonstration of the 
kinetic impactor technique to change the 
motion of an asteroid in space. 

o The target of the spacecraft is a small moonlet 
called Dimorphos (Greek for “two forms”). 
 

 Dimorphos orbits a larger asteroid named 
Didymos (Greek for “twin”). 

o It is a suicide mission and the spacecraft will be 
completely destroyed. 

o The collision is expected to take place between 
26th September and 1st October, 2022. 

 About the Mission: 
 

o DART is a low-cost spacecraft. 

o It has two solar arrays and uses hydrazine 
propellant for maneuvering the spacecraft. 

o It also carries about 10 kg of xenon which will be 
used to demonstrate the agency’s new thrusters 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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called NASA Evolutionary Xenon Thruster–
Commercial (NEXT-C) in space. 
 

 NEXT-C gridded ion thruster system provides a 
combination of performance and spacecraft 
integration capabilities that make it uniquely 
suited for deep space robotic missions. 

o The spacecraft carries a high-resolution imager 
called Didymos Reconnaissance and Asteroid 
Camera for Optical Navigation (DRACO). 
 

 Images from DRACO will be sent to Earth in real-
time and will help study the impact site and 
surface of Dimorphos (the target asteroid). 

o DART will also carry a small satellite 
or CubeSat named LICIACube (Light Italian 
CubeSat for Imaging of Asteroids). 
 

 LICIACube is expected to capture images of the 
impact and the impact crater formed as a 
result of the collision. 

 Reason for Choosing Dimorphos: 
 

o Didymos is a perfect system for the test mission 
because it is an eclipsing binary which means it 
has a moonlet that regularly orbits the 
asteroid and which can be seen when it passes in 
front of the main asteroid. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/inspiresat-1-cubesat-satellite


                                  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 14 NOVEMBER 2021                   www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                    7293010102 

o Earth-based telescopes can study this 
variation in brightness to understand how long it 
takes Dimorphos to orbit Didymos. 

 

Source: IE 

Rising Current Account Deficit 

GS Paper - 3 - Growth & Development 

Why in News 

According to a recent report by British brokerage 
Barclays, India's trade deficit has been jumping 
continuously since July 
2021. The widening Current Account Deficit 
(CAD) is driven by the massive spike in commodity 
prices led by crude oil. 

 The CAD is expected to reach $45 billion or 1.4% 
of GDP by March 2021. This will put pressure on 
the fragile economic recovery. 

Key Points 

 Definition: A current account deficit occurs when the 
total value of goods and services a country 
imports exceeds the total value of goods and 
services it exports. 
 

o The balance of exports and imports of goods is 
referred to as the trade balance. Trade Balance is 
a part of ‘Current Account Balance’. 
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 Factor involved in India’s Current Account 
Deficit: 
 

o High Oil Imports: In India, close to 85% of the oil 
demand is met through imports. 
 

 Due to this it is estimated that every $10 per barrel 
rise in global crude prices will widen the trade 
deficit by $12 billion or 35 bps of Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). 

o High Gold Imports: Another force driving down 
the foreign exchange is gold imports. 
 

 Recovering domestic demand and the ongoing 
festive season are boosting Gold imports. 

 The World Gold Council expects gold demand 
this year to surpass the 2020 levels and it expects 
the demand for gold to remain high given the 
rising wealth effects and incomes. 

o Services, the Positive side: The report held that 
the monthly services surplus has improved from an 
average of $6.6 billion in 2019 to $7 billion in 2020, 
and to $8 billion in the first nine months of 2021. 

 Overall Impact: The report ruled out an alarming 
situation and said that with record high foreign 
reserves, there are no major risks to macro 
stability or balance of payments conditions. 
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o However, the widening deficit trend may continue for 
some time as a combination of demand recovery and 
rising commodity prices will continue to widen the 
trade deficit sharply. 

Balance of Payments 

 Definition: 
 

o Balance of Payments (BoP) of a country can be 
defined as a systematic statement of all 
economic transactions of a country with the 
rest of the world during a specific period usually 
one year. 

 Purposes of Calculation of BoP: 
 

o Reveals the financial and economic status of a 
country. 

o Can be used as an indicator to determine whether the 
country’s currency value is appreciating or 
depreciating. 

o Helps the Government to decide on fiscal and trade 
policies. 

o Provides important information to analyze and 
understand the economic dealings of a country with 
other countries. 

 Components of BoP: 
 

o For preparing BoP accounts, economic transactions 
between a country and the rest of the world 
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are grouped under - Current account, Capital 
account and Errors and Omissions. It also 
shows changes in Foreign Exchange Reserves. 

o Current Account: It shows export and import of 
visibles (also called merchandise or goods - represent 
trade balance) and invisibles (also called non-
merchandise). 
 

 Invisibles include services, transfers and income. 

o Capital Account: It shows a capital expenditure 
and income for a country. 
 

 It gives a summary of the net flow of both private 
and public investment into an economy. 

 External Commercial Borrowing 
(ECB), Foreign Direct Investment, Foreign 
Portfolio Investment, etc form a part of capital 
account. 

o Errors and Omissions: Sometimes the balance of 
payments does not balance. This imbalance is shown 
in the BoP as errors and omissions. It reflects the 
country’s inability to record all international 
transactions accurately. 

o Changes in Foreign Exchange 
Reserves: Movements in the reserves 
comprises changes in the foreign currency 
assets held by the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) and also in Special Drawing Rights 
(SDR) balances. 
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o Overall the BoP account can be a surplus or a deficit. 
If there is a deficit then it can be bridged by 
taking money from the Foreign Exchange 
(Forex) Account. 
 

 If the reserves in the forex account are falling short 
then this scenario is referred to as BoP crisis. 

Source: TH 
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Flood Plain Zoning 

GS Paper - 1 - Geographical Features and their Location , 
Disaster Management , GS Paper - 3 

 

Why in News 

Recently, a Comptroller and Auditor General of 
India (CAG) report on preparedness and response 
to floods was presented in the Kerala assembly. 

 The report was prepared against the backdrop of 
the devastating Kerala floods of 2018. 
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 The report pointed out that the state is yet to enact 
flood plain zoning legislation, 45 years after the 
Union Government circulated to all states a 
model draft bill for flood plain zoning 
legislation. 

 

Key Points 

 About: 
 

o Concept: The basic concept of flood plain zoning 
is to regulate land use in the flood plains to 
restrict the damage caused by floods. 

o Determining Developmental Activities: It aims 
at determining the locations and the extent of areas 
for developmental activities in such a fashion that the 
damage is reduced to a minimum. 

o Adds Limitations: It envisages laying down 
limitations on development of both the 
unprotected as well as protected areas. 
 

 In the unprotected areas, boundaries of areas 
in which developmental activities will be banned, 
are to be established to prevent indiscriminate 
growth. 

 In the protected areas, only such developmental 
activities can be allowed, which will not involve 
heavy damage in case the protective measures fail. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o Utility: Zoning cannot remedy existing situations, 
although, it will definitely help in minimising flood 
damage in new developments. 
 

 Flood plain zoning is not only necessary in the case 
of floods by rivers but it is also useful in 
reducing the damage caused by drainage 
congestion particularly in urban areas. 

 Vulnerability to Floods: 
 

o India’s high risk and vulnerability is highlighted by 
the fact that 40 million hectares out of a 
geographical area of 3290 lakh hectares is 
prone to floods. 

o On an average every year, 75 lakh hectares of 
land is affected, 1600 lives are lost and 
the damage caused to crops, houses and 
public utilities is Rs. 1805 crores due to floods. 

 Model Bill for Flood Plain Zoning: 
 

o About: The Bill provides clauses about flood zoning 
authorities, surveys and delineation of flood plain 
area, notification of limits of flood plains, prohibition 
of the use of the flood plains, compensation and most 
importantly removing obstructions to ensure free 
flow of water. 
 

 It will seek to replace dwellings in low-lying areas 
by parks and playgrounds as absence of human 
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settlement in those areas would cut down loss of 
lives and property. 

o Challenges in Implementation: 
 

 There has been resistance on the part of the 
states to follow-up the various aspects of 
floodplain management including possible 
legislation. 
 

 The reluctance of the states is mainly due to 
population pressure and want of 
alternative livelihood systems. 

 The lukewarm response of the states towards the 
enactment and enforcement of the floodplain 
regulations has fuelled a significant increase in 
the encroachments into the flood 
plains, sometimes authorised and duly approved 
by the town planning authorities. 

 Related Constitutional Provisions and Other 
Measures: 
 

o Based on the inclusion of drainage and 
embankments as entry 17 of List II (State 
List), flood control has been seen to fall under the 
purview of the state government, except in the case 
of “regulation and development of inter-state 
rivers and river valleys,” which is mentioned 
in entry 56 of List I (Union List). 
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 Floodplain zoning is firmly within the state 
government’s ambit as it deals with the land 
along the riverbanks and land is a state subject 
under entry 18 of List II. 

 The central government’s role can only be to issue 
advisories and prescribe guidelines. 

o Flood control and mitigation are not directly 
mentioned in any of the three legislative lists 
included in the seventh schedule Constitution. 

o The National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) in 2008 has issued guidelines for states for 
floodplain zoning as an important “non-structural 
measure” to mitigate floods. 
 

 It suggested that areas likely to be affected by 
floods in a frequency of 10 years should be 
reserved for green areas like parks, gardens 
and others while concrete structures should not be 
allowed there. 

 It also talked about other zones in the floodplain 
like in areas of flooding in a 25-year frequency and 
asked states to make plans accordingly in those 
areas. 

Way Forward 

 As floods cause major damage to life and property every 
year, it is time the central and the state 
governments prepare a long-term plan that goes 
beyond piecemeal measures like building embankments 
and dredging to control floods. 
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 There is a need for an integrated basin 
management plan that brings all the river-basin 
sharing countries as well Indian states on board. 

Source: IE 

 

Emergence of Earliest Continental 
Landmass 

GS Paper - 1 - Physical Geography - Important 
Geophysical Phenomena 
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Why in News 

A new study has suggested that the earliest continental 
landmass emerged 3.2 billion year ago instead of 
2.5 billion years ago (as per the continental drift 
theory). 

 The study was conducted by researchers from India, 
Australia and the US. 

Continental Drift Theory 

 Continental drift theory deals with the distribution 
of the oceans and the continents. It was first 
suggested by a German meteorologist, Alfred 
Wegener in 1912. 

 According to the theory, all the continents formed a 
single continental mass- Pangea and mega ocean- 
Panthalassa surrounded it. 

 Around 200 million years ago Pangaea started 
splitting and broke down into two large continental 
masses as Laurasia and Gondwanaland forming 
the northern and southern components respectively. 

 Subsequently, Laurasia and Gondwanaland 
continued to break into various smaller 
continents that exist today. 

 
Key Points 

 About: 
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o The study has challenged the widely accepted view 
that the continents rose from the oceans about 
2.5 billion years ago. 

o It suggests this happened 700 million years 
earlier — about 3.2 billion years ago — and that 
the earliest continental landmass to emerge 
may have been Jharkhand’s Singhbhum 
region. 

 Patches of the earliest continental land, however, 
exist in Australia and South Africa, too. 

 Geological similarities have linked the Singhbhum 
craton to cratons in South Africa and Western 
Australia. 

 Major Findings: 

o River Channels, Tidal Plains and Beaches: 

 The answer to when the first land masses were 
formed lay in the sedimentary rocks of the 
region. Scientists have found a particular 
type of sedimentary rocks, called 
sandstones. 

 Later on they found the age by analysing the 
uranium and lead contents of tiny 
minerals. 

 These rocks were 3.1 billion years old, and 
were formed in ancient rivers, beaches, and 
shallow seas. 

 All these water bodies could have only existed if 
there was continental land. Thus the inference was 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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drawn that the Singhbhum region was above 
the ocean before 3.1 billion years ago. 

o Extensive Volcanism: 

 The researchers also studied the granites that 
form the continental crust of Singhbhum region. 

 These granites are 3.5 to 3.1 billion years 
old and formed through 
extensive volcanism that happened about 35-45 
km deep inside the Earth and continued on-and-
off for hundreds of millions of years until all the 
magma solidified to form a thick continental crust 
in the area. 

 Due to the thickness and less density, 
the continental crust emerged above the 
surrounding oceanic crust owing to 
buoyancy (the quality of being able to float). 

 Evolution of Organisms: 

o The earliest emergence of continents would 
have contributed to a proliferation 
of photosynthetic organisms, which would have 
increased oxygen levels in the atmosphere. 

o Weathering of the cratons would have led to nutrient 
runoff, supplying the ocean with phosphorus 
and other building blocks for early life. 

 Craton are the stable interior portion of a 
continent characteristically composed of ancient 
crystalline basement rock. 

 Significance: 
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o At a time when the entire world was debating 
about changes in climate, it is very important 
to understand how our atmosphere, oceans 
and climate came into existence and how they 
interacted with geological processes operating deep 
inside Earth to make our planet habitable. 

o It will allow us to link the interior of Earth to its 
exterior in deep time. 

 India has three other ancient continental 
fragments — Dharwar, Bastar and 
Bundelkhand regions. To understand their 
evolution the study will serve as a template for 
studying these other cratons. 

 

Source: IE 
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