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Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on 
Forests and Land Use 

GS Paper - 3 - Conservation 

 

Context  

Recently, an ambitious declaration was initiated by the 
United Kingdom to “halt deforestation” and land 
degradation by 2030. 
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Other related information 

 It is being referred to as the Glasgow Leaders’ 
Declaration on Forests and Land Use. 

 India did not sign this,as it objected to “trade” being 
interlinked to climate change and forest issues in the 
agreement. 

 

What About the Declaration: 
 

o Integrated Approach: The declaration recognise 
that to meet our land use, climate, biodiversity and 
sustainable development goals, both globally and 
nationally will require transformative further 
action in the interconnected areas: 
 

 Sustainable production and consumption. 

 Infrastructure development; trade; finance and 
investment. 

 Support for smallholders, Indigenous Peoples, and 
local communities, who depend on forests for their 
livelihoods and have a key role in their 
stewardship. 

 To help achieve a balance between 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions 
and removal by sinks; to adapt to climate 
change; and to maintain other ecosystem 
services. 
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o Signatories: The declaration has over 105 
signatories including the UK, US, Russia and 
China. 
 

 These countries represent 75% of global trade 
and 85% of global forests in key commodities 
that can threaten forests – such as palm oil, cocoa 
and soya. 

 They have also committed USD 12 billion in 
public funds from 2021-25. 

o Commitment to Multilateral Agreement: It 
reaffirmed respective commitments to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and the Paris Agreement, 
the Convention on Biological Diversity, the UN 
Convention to Combat Desertification, 
the Sustainable Development Goals; and other 
relevant initiatives. 

 Major Highlights of the Declaration: 
 

o Conservation: Conserve forests and other 
terrestrial ecosystems and accelerate their 
restoration. 

o Sustainable Development: Facilitate trade and 
development policies, internationally and 
domestically, that promote sustainable 
development, and sustainable commodity 
production and consumption. 
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o Building Resilience: Reduce vulnerability, build 
resilience and enhance rural livelihoods, including 
through empowering local communities. 

o Recognising Indigenous Rights: The 
development of profitable, sustainable agriculture, 
and recognition of the multiple values of forests, 
while recognising the rights of Indigenous. 

o Financial Commitments: Reaffirm international 
financial commitments and significantly increase 
finance and investment from a wide variety of public 
and private sources. 

 India’s Stand: 
 

o India, Argentina, Mexico, Saudi Arabia and 
South Africa are the only G20 countries that did 
not sign the declaration. The declaration 
interlinks trade to climate change and forest 
issues. Trade falls under the World Trade 
Organization and should not be brought under 
climate change declarations. 

o India and others had asked the word “trade” to 
be removed, but the demand was not accepted. 
Therefore they didn't sign the declaration. 
 

 The issue of deforestation in India is a hotly 
contested one. The government has 
repeatedly said that the tree cover and 
forest cover in India have increased over the 
past few years. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 However, environmentalists have long 
pointed out that the government is busy 
diluting existing environmental 
protections to open them up for mining and 
other infrastructure projects that will alter the 
forests, wildlife, and the people living around it 
forever. 

Source: IE 

 

 

Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 
framework revised 

GS Paper - 3 - Mobilization of Resources , Banking Sector 
& NBFCs , Monetary Policy 
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Context  

Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
announced a revised Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 
framework. 

 The PCA framework enables supervisory 
intervention of RBI over Banks at an appropriate 
time and ensures effective market discipline. 

 

Major points about Revised Framework: 
 

o Applicability: 
 

 The framework applies to all banks operating in 
India, including foreign banks operating through 
branches or subsidiaries based on breach of risk 
thresholds of identified indicators. 

 However, payments banks and small finance 
banks (SFBs) have been removed from the list of 
lenders where prompt corrective action can be 
initiated. 
 

 The new provisions will be effective 
from January, 2022. 

o Monitored Areas: 
 

 Capital, Asset Quality and Capital-To-Risk 
Weighted Assets Ratio(CRAR), NPA ratio, 
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Tier I Leverage Ratio, will be the key areas for 
monitoring in the revised framework. 

 However, the revised framework excludes return 
on assets as a parameter that may trigger action 
under the framework. 

o Invocation of PCA: 
 

 The breach of any risk threshold may result in 
the invocation of the PCA. Stressed banks may not 
be allowed to expand credit/investment portfolios. 
 

 However, they are allowed to invest in 
government securities/other high-quality liquid 
investments. 

 In the case of a default on the part of a 
bank in meeting the obligations to its depositors, 
possible resolution processes may be 
resorted to without reference to the PCA 
matrix. 

o RBI’s Powers: 
 

 In governance-related actions, the RBI can 
supersede the board under Section 36ACA of 
the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

 Amendment to Section 45 of the BR 
Act enables the Reserve Bank to reconstruct or 
amalgamate a bank, with or without implementing 
a moratorium, with the approval of the Central 
government. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 The RBI, as part of its mandatory and 
discretionary actions, may also impose 
appropriate restrictions on capital 
expenditure, other than for technological 
upgradation within Board approved limits, under 
the revised PCA. 

o Withdrawal of PCA Restrictions: 
 

 Withdrawal of restrictions imposed will be 
considered if no breaches in risk thresholds 
in any of the parameters are observed as 
per four continuous quarterly financial 
statements. 

 Prompt Corrective Action: 
 

o Background: PCA is a framework under which 
banks with weak financial metrics are put under 
watch by the RBI. 
 

 The RBI introduced the PCA framework in 
2002 as a structured early-intervention 
mechanism for banks that become 
undercapitalised due to poor asset quality, or 
vulnerable due to loss of profitability. 

 The framework was reviewed in 2017 based on the 
recommendations of the working group of 
the Financial Stability and Development 
Council on Resolution Regimes for Financial 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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Institutions in India and the Financial Sector 
Legislative Reforms Commission. 

o Objective: The objective of the PCA framework is 
to enable supervisory intervention at an 
appropriate time and require the supervised entity 
to initiate and implement remedial measures in a 
timely manner, so as to restore its financial health. 
 

 It aims to check the problem of Non-
Performing Assets (NPAs) in the Indian 
banking sector. 

 It is intended to help alert the regulator as 
well as investors and depositors if a bank is 
heading for trouble. 

 The idea is to head off problems before they attain 
crisis proportions. 

o Audited Annual Financial Results: A bank will 
generally be placed under the PCA framework based 
on the audited annual financial results and the 
ongoing supervisory assessment made by the RBI. 

Non Performing Asset: 

 It is a loan or advance for which the principal or interest 
payment remains overdue for a period of 90 days. 

 Banks are required to classify NPAs further into 
Substandard, Doubtful and Loss assets. 

Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR): 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/lessons-from-npa-crisis
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/lessons-from-npa-crisis


                                    DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 06 NOVEMBER 2021                   www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

 The CAR is a measure of a bank's available capital 
expressed as a percentage of a bank's risk-weighted 
credit exposures. 

 The Capital Adequacy Ratio, also known as capital-to-
risk weighted assets ratio (CRAR), is used to protect 
depositors and promote the stability and efficiency of 
financial systems around the world. 

Tier 1 Leverage Ratio: 

 It is the relationship between a banking 
organization's core capital and its total assets. 

 The tier 1 leverage ratio is calculated by dividing 
tier 1 capital by a bank's average total 
consolidated assets and certain off-balance sheet 
exposures. 
 

o A leverage ratio is any one of several financial 
measurements that assesses the ability of a company 
to meet its financial obligations.Some of the 
examples are : 
 

 Equity Ratio: This ratio indicates total owner 
contribution in the company. 

 Debt Ratio: This ratio indicates total leverage 
used in the company. 

 Debt To Equity Ratio: This ratio indicates total 
debt used in the business in comparison to equity. 

Source: IE 
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All India Judicial Service 

GS Paper - 2 - Judiciary , Indian Constitution 

 

Context  

The central government is preparing to give a fresh push 
to the establishment of an All India Judicial Service 
(AIJS) on the lines of the central civil services. 

Key Points 

 About: 
 

o The AIJS is a reform push to centralise the 
recruitment of judges at the level of additional 
district judges and district judges for all states. 

o In the same way that the Union Public Service 
Commission conducts a central recruitment 
process and assigns successful candidates to cadres, 
judges of the lower judiciary are proposed to be 
recruited centrally and assigned to states. 

 Previous Proposals: 
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o The AIJS was first proposed by the 14th report of 
the Law Commission in 1958. 
 

 A statutory or constitutional body such as the 
UPSC to conduct a standard, centralised exam to 
recruit and train judges was discussed. 

o The idea was proposed again in the Law 
Commission Report of 1978, which discussed 
delays and arrears of cases in the lower courts. 

o In 2006, the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, 
Law and Justice in its 15th Report backed the 
idea of a pan-Indian judicial service, and also 
prepared a draft Bill. 

 Supreme Court’s Stand: 
 

o In 1992, the Supreme Court (SC) in All India 
Judges’ Association v. The Union of 
India directed the Centre to set up an AIJS. 

o In a 1993 review of the judgment, however, the court 
left the Centre at liberty to take the initiative 
on the issue. 

o In 2017, the SC took suo motu cognizance of the issue 
of appointment of district judges, and mooted a 
Central Selection Mechanism. 
 

 Senior advocate Arvind Datar, who was appointed 
amicus curiae (friend of the court) by the court, 
circulated a concept note to all states in which 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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he recommended conducting a common 
examination instead of separate state exams. 

 Based on the merit list, High Courts would then 
hold interviews and appoint judges. Datar 
submitted that this would not change the 
constitutional framework or take away the powers 
of the states or High Courts. 

 Benefits of AIJS: 
 

o Efficient Judiciary: It will ensure an efficient 
subordinate judiciary, to address structural 
issues such as varying pay and remuneration across 
states, to fill vacancies faster, and to ensure 
standard training across states. 

o Ease of Doing Business: The government has 
targeted the reform of lower judiciary in its effort to 
improve India’s Ease of Doing Business 
ranking, as efficient dispute resolution is one of the 
key indices in determining the rank. 

o Addressing Judges To Population Ratio: A Law 
Commission report (1987) recommended that India 
should have 50 judges per million population as 
against 10.50 judges (then). 
 

 Now, the figure has crossed 20 judges in terms of 
the sanctioned strength, but it’s nothing compared 
to the US or the UK — 107 and 51 judges per 
million people, respectively. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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o Higher Representation of Marginalised 
Sections of Society: According to the Government, 
the AIJS to be an ideal solution for equal 
representation of the marginalised and deprived 
sections of society. 

o Attracting Talent Pool: The government believes 
that if such a service comes up, it would help create 
a pool of talented people who could later become 
a part of the higher judiciary 

o Bottoms-Up Approach: The bottoms-up approach 
in the recruitment would also address issues like 
corruption and nepotism in the lower 
judiciary. 

 Criticism: 
 

o Encroaching States Power: A centralised 
recruitment process is seen as an affront 
to federalism and an encroachment on the 
powers of states granted by the Constitution. 

o Wont Address Unique Issues: This is the main 
contention of several states, which have also argued 
that central recruitment would not be able to 
address the unique concerns that individual 
states may have. 
 

 Language and representation, for example, 
are key concerns highlighted by states. 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Judicial business is conducted in regional 
languages, which could be affected by central 
recruitment. 

o Not Good For Local 
Reservation: Also, reservations based on caste, 
and even for rural candidates or linguistic minorities 
in the state, could be diluted in a central test. 

o Against Separation of Powers: The opposition is 
also based on the constitutional concept of 
the separation of powers. A central test could 
give the executive a foot in the door for the 
appointment of district judges, and dilute the say that 
High Courts have in the process. 

o Wont Address Structural Issues: The creation 
of AIJS will not address the structural 
issues plaguing the lower judiciary. 
 

 The issue of different scales of pay and 
remuneration has been addressed by the SC in 
the 1993 All India Judges Association 
case by bringing in uniformity across states. 

 Experts argue that increasing pay across the 
board and ensuring that a fraction of High 
Court judges are picked from the lower 
judiciary, may help better than a central exam to 
attract quality talent. 

Current Appointment Method 

http://www.mymentor.com/
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 Articles 233 and 234 of the Constitution of India deal 
with the appointment of district judges, and place 
it in the domain of the states. 

 The selection process is conducted by the State 
Public Service Commissions and the concerned 
High Court, since High Courts exercise jurisdiction over 
the subordinate judiciary in the state. 

 Panels of High Court judges interview 
candidates after the exam and select them for 
appointment. 

 All judges of the lower judiciary up to the level of 
district judge are selected through the Provincial Civil 
Services (Judicial) exam. PCS(J) is commonly 
referred to as the judicial services exam. 

 The Appointment of Judges of the Supreme 
Court and the High Court and the transfer of 
judges from one High Court to another had to be 
made in accordance with Articles 124, 217 and 
222 of the Constitution of India. The appointment 
of judges is made by the President in consultation with 
the Chief Justice and other judges (Collegium 
System). 

Constitutional Provision For Bringing the Change: 

 The 42nd Constitutional amendment in 
1976 amended Article 312 (1) empowering 
Parliament to make laws for the creation of one or more 
All-India Services, including an AIJS, common to the 
Union and the States. 
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o Under Article 312, Rajya Sabha is required to pass a 
resolution supported by not less than two-thirds of 
its members present and voting. Thereafter, 
Parliament has to enact a law creating the AIJS. 

o This means no constitutional amendment will 
be required for establishment of AIJS. 

Way Forward 

 The insurmountable number of pending cases calls 
for establishment of a recruitment system that 
recruits efficient judges in large numbers for 
speedy dispensation of cases. 

 However, before AIJS gets into the legislative 
framework, there is a need to build consensus and 
take a decisive step towards the AIJS. 

Source: IE 
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12-foot statue of Adi Shankaracharya 

at Kedarnath (Uttarakhand). 

GS Paper - 1 
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Why in News 

Recently, the Prime Minister has unveiled a 12-foot 
statue of Adi Shankaracharya at Kedarnath 
(Uttarakhand). 

Key Points 

 About:  
 

o Known as Adi Shankara, born 11th May 788 AD, at 
Kaladi near Kochi, Kerala. 
 

 Took Samadhi at the age of 33, at Kedar tirth. 

o He was a devotee of Shiva. 

o Propounded the Doctrine of Advaita 
(Monism) and wrote many commentaries on the 
Vedic canon (Upanishads, Brahma Sutras and 
Bhagavad Gita) in Sanskrit. 

o He was opposed to Buddhist philosophers. 

 Major Work: 
 

o Brahmasutrabhasya (Bhashya or commentary on the 
Brahma Sutra). 

o Bhajagovinda Stotra. 

o Nirvana Shatakam. 

o Prakaran Granths. 
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 Other Contributions: 
 

o Was responsible for reviving Hinduism in 
India to a great extent when Buddhism was gaining 
popularity. 

o Established four Mathas in the four corners of India 
at Shingeri, Puri, Dwaraka and Badrinath– 
for propagation of Sanathana Dharma. 

 Advaita Vedanta: 
 

o It articulates a philosophical position of radical 
nondualism, a revisionary worldview which it derives 
from the ancient Upanishadic texts. 

o According to Advaita Vedantins, the Upanishads 
reveal a fundamental principle of nonduality termed 
‘brahman’, which is the reality of all things. 

o Advaitins understand brahman as transcending 
individuality and empirical plurality. They seek 
to establish that the essential core of one’s self 
(atman) is brahman. 

o The fundamental thrust of Advaita Vedanta is that 
the atman is pure non-intentional consciousness. 
 

 It is one without a second, nondual, infinite 
existence, and numerically identical with 
brahman. 

Source: IE 
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Indian flapshell turtles 

GS Paper - 3 - Environmental Pollution & Degradation , 

Conservation 

 

Why in News 

Recently, forest officials from Odisha found 40 Indian 
flapshell turtles in baskets in an alleged smuggling 
racket. 

 

Key Points 

 About: 
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o The Indian flapshell turtle is a freshwater 
species of turtle and is found in many states. 
 

 The “flap-shelled” name stems from the 
presence of femoral flaps located on the plastron. 
These flaps of skin cover the limbs when they 
retract into the shell. 

 It is a relatively small soft-shell turtle with a 
carapace length of up to 350 millimetres. 

o Scientific Name: Lissemys punctata 

 Distribution: 
 

o They are found in Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, 
Nepal, Bangladesh (Indus and Ganges 
drainages), and Myanmar (Irrawaddy and 
Salween Rivers). 

o They live in the shallow, quiet, often stagnant 
waters of rivers, streams, marshes, ponds, lakes and 
irrigation canals, and tanks. 

o These turtles prefer waters with sand or mud 
bottoms because of their tendency to burrow. 

 Conservation Status: 
 

o IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

o CITES: Appendix II 

o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 

 Threats: 
 

http://www.mymentor.com/
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/iucn-red-list
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/wild-life-protection-act-implementation-and-failure
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/wild-life-protection-act-implementation-and-failure


                                    DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 06 NOVEMBER 2021                   www.mymentor.com 
                                                                                                                                                                     7293010102 

o Turtles are smuggled and killed for their supposed 
aphrodisiac properties, livestock feed, to make 
leather from their skins, to make potions from their 
blood and to use as fishing bait. 

o Turtles are also used for meat and medicines. 

 Steps Taken for Conservation: 
 

o KURMA App: 
 

 It has a built-in digital field guide covering 29 
species of freshwater turtles and tortoises of India. 

 It was developed by the Indian Turtle 
Conservation Action Network (ITCAN) in 
collaboration with the Turtle Survival Alliance-
India and Wildlife Conservation Society-India. 

o World Turtle Day is observed every year 
on 23rd May. 

Source: DTE 
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