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National Medical Commission 

Advisory on LGBTQIA+ 

 

Why in news? 

The National Medical Commission (NMC) in its recent 
advisory has emphasised the need to avoid derogatory 
references to the LGBTQIA+ community in medical 
textbooks and teaching methods. 

What are the instructions given? 

 Medical institutions should not teach students in a 
way that is derogatory or insulting to the LGBTQIA+ 
people. 
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 Authors of medical textbooks should amend all 
unscientific and discriminatory information about the 
community. 

 Medical universities, colleges, institutions should not 
approve books with such derogatory references. 

 Government and authorities are to strictly apply the 
guidelines. 

 

What was the Madras HC role in this? 

 The NMC circular represents the fruition of efforts by 
Justice N. Anand Venkatesh, who framed guidelines 
in an order in June 2021, to protect the LGBTQIA+ 
community’s rights. 

 In the course of the hearing, Justice Venkatesh 
subjected himself to counselling to overcome his own 
mindset, limitations in understanding issues of 
gender non-conformity. 

Case 

 A writ petition was filed by a lesbian couple for 
protection against harassment. 

 The case went on to introspect the status of those who 
did not conform to gender identity assigned at birth or 
to hetero-normative sexual orientation. 

Textbooks 

 The court’s attention was then drawn to psychiatry, 
forensic medicine and toxicology textbooks that had 
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unscientific and derogatory remarks against 
LGBTQIA+ people. 

 E.g. curriculum of undergraduate forensic medicine 
described “sodomy”, “lesbianism” and “oral sex” as 
sexual offences, and “transvestism” (cross-dressing) 
as a “sexual perversion”. 

 Some books listed homosexuality as a disorder and 
even mentioned conversion therapy. 

 Conversion therapy is, notably, banned in several 
countries and was harshly criticised by the Madras 
high court. 

 The HC also observed that “queerphobia” was 
rampant in medical education. 

HC Directions 

 The NMC and the Indian Psychiatric Society should 
bring in necessary changes in the curriculum. 

 Police are advised not to harass sexual minorities. 
 Changes to the police conduct rules to provide for 

punishing erring police personnel in this regard. 

What lies ahead? 

 The NMC advisory underscores the value of 
institutional awareness on issues concerning queer 
and transgender people. 

 However, in complex issues with that of LGBTQIA+ 
people, there is need for greater effort by the 
authorities at various levels. 

 Moreover, changes in law on same-sex relations must 
be along with an attitudinal change in society. 
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Source: The Hindu, Hindustan Times 

 

The Carbon Markets Conundrum at 

COP26 
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What is the issue? 

The conclusion of Article 6 of Paris agreement has 
remained unresolved since the accord was signed and it 
will be one of the most technical and highly contentious 
issues at the upcoming UNFCCC COP26. 

What is Article 6 of Paris agreement? 

 Article 6 of the Paris Agreement introduces provisions 
for using international carbon markets to facilitate 
fulfilment of Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) by countries. 

 Article 6.2 provides an accounting framework for 
international cooperation and allows for the 
international transfer of carbon credits between 
countries. 

 Article 6.4 establishes a central UN mechanism to 
trade credits from emissions reductions generated 
through specific projects. 

 Article 6.8 establishes a work program for non-
market approaches, such as applying taxes to 
discourage emissions. 

What does the Kyoto protocol say on emission 
reduction? 

 The Kyoto Protocol aims to limit or reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions by three market-based 
mechanisms – emissions trading, clean development 
mechanism and joint implementation. 

 Emissions trading – An advanced country “A” can 
acquire emission units from an advanced country “B” 
for meeting a part of their enission reduction target. 
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 Clean development mechanism – An advanced 
country can implement emission reduction projects in 
a developing country to earn certified emission 
reduction (CER) credits which can be traded to 
achieve their reduction targets. 

 Joint implementation  - An advanced country “A” 
and an advanced country “B” may take part in an 
emission-reduction project and count the resulting 
emission units towards meeting its Kyoto target. 

 

  

What is the issue regarding carbon markets? 

 Developing countries, particularly India, China and 
Brazil, gained significantly from the carbon market 
under CDMof Kyoto Protocol. 

 India registered 1,703 projects under CDM which is 
the second highest in the world. 

 The ratification of the Paris Agreement would change 
the scenario of carbon markets. 

 Targets for developing countries - Unlike the 
Kyoto Protocol, now even developing countries are 
required to have mitigation targets. 

 CDM transition- If the decision regarding transition 
of CDM is not favourable, it could lead to a loss of 
revenue as India holds around 4 billion unsold 
certified emission reductions (CERs). 

 Several countries like India are demanding to carry 
forward the old carbon credits earned to meet new 
climate targets. 
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 Accounting rules- Under Article 6.4 of Paris 
agreement, a country can purchase CER credits from 
public and private entities to meet its NDC targets but 
these reductions must represent additional efforts of 
such entities. 

 Share of Proceeds (SOP) to the Adaptation 
Fund - While developing countries emphasise that 
SOP must be uniformly applied to Articles 6.2 and 6.4 
to fund adaptation, developed countries want to 
restrict its application to Article 6.4. 

What are the other issues to be discussed in COP 
26? 

China, the United States, and European Union are the 
three largest GHG emitters on an absolute basis. Per 
capita greenhouse gas emissions are highest in 
the United States and Russia. 

 Emission cut pledges- In 2015, countries have 
agreed to cut GHG emissions to 2 degrees Celsius and 
ideally 1.5 degree Celsius. 

 The deadline for countries to make steeper emission 
cut pledges is this year and major emitters like China 
and India have not yet come forward with 
strengthened NDCs. 

 Fossil Fuels - The UN has called upon the OECD  
countries to phase out coal by 2030 but environment 
ministers from G20 economies have not agreed on a 
timeline. 

 Finance- Developed countries pledged to raise $100 
billion per year till 2020 to assist developing countries 

http://www.mymentor.com/


                          DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRES 21 OCTOBER 2021          www.mymentor.com 

                                                                                                                                                                 7293010102 

in dealing with the effects of climate change but it has 
not yet been achieved. 

 Climate justice demands that developing countries get 
access to their fair share of global carbon space. 

  A facilitative carbon market mechanism that respects 
the principles enshrined in UNFCCC would help 
accelerate the transition to low carbon development. 

  

Source: The Hindu 

 

Election of Deputy Speaker 

 

Why in news? 

Hardoi MLA Nitin Agrawal was recently elected Deputy 
Speaker of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly, which has barely 5 
months left in its tenure. 
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What is the dispute involved? 

 Agrawal won on a Samajwadi Party (SP) ticket in 
2017, but switched loyalty to the BJP in 2018. 

 In 2019, SP sought his disqualification from the 
Assembly under the anti-defection law. 

 The petition remained pending until days before the 
recent election, when it was rejected by the Speaker. 

 Technically, Agrawal, who was elected Deputy 
Speaker with BJP support, continues to be an SP 
member of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly. 

 The developments raise several questions. 
 It also brings attention to the 17th Lok Sabha which, 

for more than 2 years after it was constituted in 2019, 
remains without a Deputy Speaker. 

What are the provisions in this regard? 

 Article 93 - The House of the People shall, as soon as 
may be, choose 2 members of the House to be 
respectively Speaker and Deputy Speaker. 

 If the office of Speaker or Deputy Speaker becomes 
vacant, the House shall choose another member to be 
Speaker or Deputy Speaker. 

 Article 178 - Corresponding position for Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of a state. 

 Rule 8 - In Lok Sabha, the election of Deputy 
Speaker is governed by Rule 8 of The Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 

 Accordingly, the election “shall be held on such date 
as the Speaker may fix.” 
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 The Deputy Speaker is elected once a motion 
proposing his name is carried. 

 There are similar provisions in the State Legislative 
Assembly Rules. 

Mandatory 

 Both Articles 93 and 178 use the words “shall” and “as 
soon as may be.” 

 So, not only is the election of Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker mandatory, but it must also be held at the 
earliest. 

Time-frame for election 

 The Constitution says that the election must be held 
“as soon as possible”. 

 Speaker (Both Lok Sabha and state Legislative 
Assemblies) – Usually elected during the first 
session of the new House. 

 Usually on the 3rd day, after oath-taking and 
affirmations take place over the first 2 days. 

 Deputy speaker - Usually takes place in the second 
session (sometimes in first session too); not delayed 
beyond that without genuine and unavoidable 
constraints. 

Tenure 

 Once elected, the Deputy Speaker usually continues in 
office until the dissolution of the House. 
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 Article 94 (Article 179 for state legislatures) -          The 
Speaker or Deputy Speaker shall vacate the office if 
she ceases to be a member of the House of the People. 

 They may also resign (to each other), or may be 
removed from office by a resolution of the House 
passed by a majority of all the then members of the 
House. 

Powers - Deputy Speaker 

 Article 95(1) - While the office of Speaker is vacant, 
the duties of the office shall be performed by the 
Deputy Speaker. 

 In general, the Deputy Speaker has the same powers 
as the Speaker when presiding over a sitting of the 
House. 

 All references to the Speaker in the Rules are deemed 
to be references to the Deputy Speaker when she 
presides. 

 No appeal lies to the Speaker against a ruling given by 
the Deputy Speaker or any person presiding over a 
sitting of the House in the absence of the Speaker. 

Disqualification 

 Being Deputy Speaker does not protect an MP or MLA 
from the law of disqualification, except for the 
following exemptions in Para 5 of the 10th Schedule to 
the Constitution (anti-defection law): 

 Elected Speaker/ Deputy Speaker shall not be 
disqualified if she, by reason of election to that office, 
voluntarily gives up the membership of the political 
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party to which she belonged immediately before such 
election and does not (as long as in that office) 
thereafter rejoin that political party or become a 
member of another political party. 

 This exemption applies to the Rajya Sabha Deputy 
Chairman, Chairman/ Deputy Chairman of a state 
Legislative Council, and Speaker/ Deputy Speaker of a 
state Legislative Assembly as well. 

Judicial intervention 

 Article 122(1) - The validity of any proceedings in 
Parliament shall not be called in question on the 
ground of any alleged irregularity of procedure. 

 There is no precedent of a court forcing the legislature 
to elect the Deputy Speaker. 

 However, the courts do have jurisdiction to at least 
enquire why there has been no election to the post of 
Deputy Speaker, since the Constitution does envisage 
an election “as soon as may be”. 

 A petition before the Delhi HC has argued that the 
delay in the election of the Lok Sabha Deputy Speaker 
violates Article 93 of the Constitution. 

  

Source: The Indian Express 
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Global Minimum Corporate Tax Deal 
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What is the issue? 

Around 136 countries have signed an agreement at the 
OECD meeting to redistribute taxing rights and impose a 
global minimum corporate tax on large MNCs operating 
globe over. 

What is the need for a global minimum corporate 
tax rate? 

 Large MNCs have traditionally been taxed based on 
where they declare their profits rather than where 
they actually do business. 

  This allowed several large companies to shift their 
profits to low-tax jurisdictions (tax havens). 

 This has led to significant decline in Global corporate 
tax rates since the 1980s to well below 25% in 2020. 

 The double taxation avoidance agreements have been 
exploited by using the mismatches between the tax 
laws of various countries. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has also severely battered 
economies and affected the tax revenues of 
governments. 

What does the new agreement say? 

 The agreement fixes the corporate tax rate at 15% on 
large MNCs across the world. 

 It let the governments to impose a top-up tax on home 
companies that pay lower than 15% tax on profits they 
declare abroad thus adding additional annual 
revenues to the budgets of governments. 

 The deal also allows a government to impose top-up 
taxes on the subsidiary of a foreign company if it 
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declares profits through its home headquarters in a 
different country and pays less than 15% taxes on 
those profits. 

 This prevent companies from profit shifting to tax 
havens. 

  

 

  

What measures have been taken earlier to prevent 
tax evasion? 

 Digital Services Tax- Countries like Belgium, 
Britain, India and Indonesia brought in Digital 
Services Taxes on the local sales of foreign firms with 
online platforms. 

 Equalisation levy – Based on the recommendations 
of Akhilesh Ranjan Committee in 2016, India became 
the first country to implement the equalisation levy 

 It was levied at 6% on online advertisement services 
earned by non-residents and at 2% on e-commerce 
operators. 

What are the expected benefits? 

 The agreement will stop the countries racing against 
each other to cut taxes to attract businesses. 

 It will increase the tax revenues and help governments 
invest in social development. 

What are the challenges in the agreement ? 
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 Oxfam International has criticised the deal, arguing 
that the minimum corporate tax rate of 15% is too low. 

 Some view that it may hamper the various economic 
benefits that come with tax competition among 
countries. 

 The so-called tax havens such as Ireland, Switzerland, 
Bermuda etc. are defended as they benefit citizens of 
high-tax countries. 

 Higher taxes in the home countries will suppress the 
ability of the companies to serve the consumers in 
their countries. 

 India would have to reconsider the equalisation levy 
and address issues such as the share of profit 
allocation and the scope of subject-to-tax rules. 

 Simultaneous implementation of the law by all the 
signatories will be a tedious process. 

 India’s Direct Tax Code has to be revamped in 
accordance with the concept of global minimum tax. 

 Th agreement if achieved may herald the dawn of the 
‘Golden Era’ of direct taxes. 

  

Source: The Hindu 
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GMO Rice from India Withdrawn in 

EU 

 

What is the issue? 

 500 tonnes of genetically modified rice were 
discovered by European Commission Rapid Alert 
System for Food and Feed (RASFF) in a consignment 
that India exported to the EU countries. 

 In June, France had issued a notification for 
unauthorised GM rice flour identifying India as the 
point of origin. 

What are GM crops? 
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 Genetically modified crops are plants of which 
the DNA has been modified using genetic 
engineering techniques. 

 The aim is to introduce a new trait to the plant which 
does not occur naturally in the species. 

 In food crops, it include resistance to certain pests, 
diseases, or environmental conditions, and improving 
the nutrient profile of the crop. 

 In non-food crops, it include production of 
pharmaceutical agents, biofuels, and other 
industrially useful goods, as well as for 
bioremediation. 

 More than 10% of world’s crop lands have been 
planted with GM crops. 

What are the benefits of GM crops? 

 Better pest and disease resistance. 
 Greater tolerance of stress, such as drought, low 

temperature or salinity. 
 High yield and faster growth. 
 More nutritious and tastier. 
 May be possible to produce medicines or even 

vaccines. 
 Can be made resistant to specific herbicides. 

What are the drawbacks of GM crops? 

 Can cause unpredictable side effects. 
 Can raise health related concerns. 
 Can cause ecological damage. 
 Not accessible to every farmers. 
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 Problem with Intellectual property rights. 

What is the status of GM varieties in India? 

 Genetic engineering appraisal committee (GEAC) 
is responsible for approval of proposals relating to 
release of genetically engineered organisms and 
products including experimental field trials. 

 Bt cotton – Bt cotton was first used in India in 2002. 
 It is an insect-resistant transgenic crop designed to 

combat the bollworm and it accounts for 90% of the 
cotton acreage now. 

 It was created by genetically altering the cotton 
genome to express a microbial protein from the 
bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis. 

 Three genes are inserted via genetic engineering 
techniques: 

1. Cry1Ac gene 
2. NPTII gene 
3. AAD gene 

 Bt-Brinjal - The GEAC in 2007, recommended the 
commercial release of Bt Brinjal that is resistant 
to brinjal shoot fly. 

 It was developed by Mahyco in collaboration with 
University of Agricultural Sciences (Dharwad), Tamil 
Nadu Agricultural University and ICAR-Indian 
Institute of Vegetable Research. 

 But it was overturned in 2010 by the then 
Environment Minister who assumed the role of 
regulator and ordered a suspension on the transgenic 
vegetable’s cultivation. 
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 GM hybrid mustard (DMH-11) – DMH -11 crop 
has been made resistant to broad spectrum herbicide 
– Glufosinate. 

 It was developed by Delhi University. 
 It is is pending for commercial release as GEAC has 

advised to generate complete safety assessment data 
on environmental bio-safety, especially effects on 
beneficial insect species. 

 Others – In India, there has been previous incidents 
of illegal cultivation of HTBt cotton, Bt brinjal and 
GM soybean in commercial scale. 

What is India’s status regarding rice export? 

 India is the second largest producer of rice next to 
China, producing one fifth of the world's rice. 

 India is the largest exporter of rice. 
 GM-free rice that is tagged as ‘organic rice’ is among 

India’s high-value exports worth Rs. 63,000 crore 
annually. 

What is India’s statement on this issue? 

 There are apprehensions that the testing varieties of 
GM rice in trial plots may have leaked into the 
exported product. 

 The Indian government has denied this possibility 
alleging that the contamination may have happened in 
Europe to cut costs. 

 India has indicated that it will commission an 
investigation involving its scientific bodies to enquire 
into this matter. 
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 Because of the close connections between farmers and 
State agriculture universities which are testing new 
varieties of crops, there is a possibility that seeds may 
transfer within plots. 

 Because many Indian farmers are dependent on 
European imports, the Centre must ensure importers 
that India’s produce is compliant with trade demands. 

Source: The Hindu, Down to Earth, PIB 
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